HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1939
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
Despite completion of the Trail in Maine in 1937, Myron Avery spent 1939 continuing to lobby
for more work by the CCC to build new lean-tos, repair existing ones, and improve the condition
of the Trail. The Great New England Hurricane of 1938 hammered western Maine and he
worked to have the Federal hurricane relief program aimed as much as possible to re-opening the
footpath. Of course, he was heavily involved in planning, arranging, and micro-managing in the
best Avery style, the 9th Appalachian Trail Conference meeting at Daicey Pond and the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club expeditions along the Trail after that meeting.
There were few letters from Walter Greene to translate, as he spent the entire year in nursing
homes and hospitals with the colon cancer that eventually killed him in 1941. But hand-written
letters, especially from Fred Clifford at Rainbow Lake Camps, and even one from Avery
himself, provided plenty of challenges. In addition to hand-written letters, Avery was typing
more of his own letters and was fond of strike-over corrections that are often nearly impossible
to read. Combine that with fuzzy onion-skin carbon copies that the OCR (Optical Character
Recognition) software cannot read, and I had to do a lot of typing to prepare the transcriptions..
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The year also saw revision of an illustrated lecture on the Appalachian Trail, a display by the
Appalachian Trail Conference at the New York World’s Fair, preparation of an extensive
bibliography of articles written by Avery, and a fund-raising appeal by him in October that read,
“We hope that many additional people will be induced to contribute to the Trail maintenance in
Maine. Five dollars maintains five miles.”
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club began as an unincorporated organization in Washington, D.C.
in 1935. At a meeting during the Conference at Daicey Pond, the M.A.T.C. members voted on
August 19 to become a Maine corporation.
Myron Avery was transferred from Washington, D.C., to New York City at the end of the year,
as rumors of the outbreak of war in Europe begin to appear in the letters, and Jean Stephenson
(then working for the Navy Department) had to postpone her plans for a snowshoeing trip to
Maine.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 4, 1939. Myron Avery to Everett I. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Greaton:
In discussing the matter of our Conference arrangements at Katahdin next August with Trail
Conference officials, it was thought desirable to have the Conference extend, through its
Secretary, Harlean James, a formal invitation to the Governor. You will remember that we
discussed this possibility and thought that it might be very difficult for him to attend, in view of
the time required to get to York’s Camps, and the season of the year. However, it was thought
that it would be desirable to ask the Governor to delegate to some official, who we trust will be
yourself, the assignment of officially welcoming the delegates of the outing clubs to the State.
At the same time it was thought advisable to formally invite the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Game and the Forest Commissioner, together with the Forest Supervisors. Mr.
Stubbs, as you know, has been closely connected with the Trail project and of very considerable
help to us.
Those letters will not be forthcoming until the Conference announcement is available, which will
be, I think, some two or three weeks. In the interval, if you have any thoughts or suggestions in
connection with this procedure, we shall be very glad to have the benefit of them.
It occurs to me that, in view of the developments in the Trail route and as we propose to abandon
the Dead River portion of the oval, you might wish to have me check finally when you put your
manuscript in final form, the material which I submitted in the way of an introductory note,
relating to Katahdin, and the prominent peaks on The Appalachian Trail. If you care to forward
this as I have suggested, I can check it and return it to you very promptly. There have been
developments during the past year.
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I am sure that I speak for all members of the Trail Clubs interested in Maine when I told you that
if your suggestion of a possibility of the State issuing a booklet on The Appalachian Trail,
similar to The Silver Aisle should materialize, it would be of very considerable assistance in our
activities as related to the Maine link. The greater extent of the publicity and the benefit of
having the booklet appear under the State auspices would be very considerable. I appreciate that
this is only a possibility and a plan which you have in mind, and if it does not materialize, we
will, nevertheless, regard it as a manifestation of your interest and assistance. However, it occurs
to me that it might be desirable to assemble during the next three or four months our best
photographs of Maine and forward them to you. This will perhaps be of help in determining what
could be done in the way of such a booklet.
If the inquiries which you said you would make in connection with the possibility of better
signing of the intersections of the Trail should materialize through being able to obtain any
assistance from the Highway Department in the way or providing posts or putting them in place,
etc., I assume that we will hear from you in due course.
Please feel free to let us have the benefit of any suggestions in connection with the forthcoming
Conference. We want these delegates from the hiking clubs, particularly from the south who
have never seen Maine, to appreciate what a grand State it is and what its possibilities are. This is
really one of the primary objectives of the Conference--although my southern friends might not
be so enthusiastic over this aspect as I am.
I am sending a copy of this letter to President Greene of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and
to Stanley B. Attwood for their information.
Copy to Greene, Attwood, Stubbs, Sawyer
The above is self-explanatory but if you have any suggestions along this line, please let me know.
I suggested to Mr. Stubbs that it would be very desirable to have someone talk on Maine 's fire
protection system and expressed the hope that the Commissioner would delegate that assignment
to him.
January 4, 1939. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
The enclosed letter is more or less self-explanatory. I had a very satisfactory talk with Greaton.
He volunteered the thought in his own mind that the State, after it got through with the present
issue of bulletins, would put out something on The Appalachian Trail, perhaps modeled after The
Silver Aisle. Even if it does not materialize, it will be a great benefit.
I shall be in New York some time next week and will call you--if you will let me know the phone
number by Monday--so that I can come to see you, if it happens to be convenient. I also saw Mr.
Stubbs and other people in connection with the Trail. Mr. Billings promised to set up as a CCC
work project the going over of the Trail between the Kennebec and Maine-New Hampshire Line
by the Bridgton Camp. He also thought that it would be possible to get the CCC Camp from
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Jefferson to work in eastern Maine. I am enclosing a copy of a letter to him. Please let me hear
from you by return mail if things are such that I should get in touch with you on this trip to New
York.
January 5, 1939. Myron Avery to J. Fred Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Smith:
I am writing in confirmation of the several things which I was to undertake in keeping with our
very pleasant conversation in Bangor on December 27th.
I have sent to you, express collect, the two negative books of the Hallowell log driving pictures. I
have also included negatives of the so-called Stoddar photographs of Church’s trip on the
Penobscot West Branch. These photographs, in possession of Albert Fowler, of Norcross,
represent a unique record of conditions on the West Branch fifty years ago and modes of travel
then in vogue. The Ripogenus pictures are particularly fine. Mr. Fowler loaned this set (the only
one in existence) to us for the purpose of having the photographs made. You might be able to get
better results by contact prints from Mr. Fowler's copies rather than by enlarging these small
negatives.
I am wondering if you have seen a copy of our Bibliography of Katahdin which indicates the
extent of the literature of that mountain--to my knowledge unequalled by any other single peak.
Incidentally, under Church you will find some account of these Stoddar photographs to which I
have referred. We have sent the Katahdin Bibliography to you under separate cover.
I am enclosing herewith a reprint of our article on the Telos Cut. I should have said that, except
for the chance discovery in the basement of the State Capitol of the one copy of the Legislative
hearings referred to on page 303 (after a search of some ten years), this story would never have
been written. In the days when there was travel down the East Branch, this story would have
been of considerable interest, I think, to readers of In the Maine Woods, for the legends of Telos
Cut were very numerous in the woods at that time.
I did not mention Miss Stuart’s article during our conversation. I presume that this was duly
received and that if you have the space, you will make use of it also.
I should like to suggest that if you can do so, you have proof sent to us of my Katahdin article.
There are sometimes errors of substance which the printer's proof readers cannot detect which we
are able to pick up, and insure greater accuracy of the article, which of course is very satisfactory.
There were last year some errors in the captions of the photographs, but this of course is difficult
to check outside of the printer's office.
Lastly, I am sending you the material to which I referred in connection with the Katahdin
situation. I originally in 1937 set forth the situation at Katahdin which was printed in the
Congressional Record for June 7, 1937. I enclose a reprint of that. Later in the October, 1937
issue of Nature Magazine, I wrote of the attractions of the Katahdin area as a possible National
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Park. You will be interested in the editorial comment on Mr. Baxter's attitude which I think is
rather difficult to answer.
My interest in the matter seems to have drawn on me what I consider an entirely unwarranted
and unjustifiable attack, the instigation of which I of course think goes back to Mr. Baxter. We
replied, perhaps a little too frankly--but I trust convincingly--in the Portland Sunday Telegram of
July 31 and August 7, 1938. Whether, due to this article, I may say that we have not been visited
with any further attack or comment.
I am very glad indeed that you brought up the matter of Mr. Baxter's letter. I think the purpose is
clear. I am glad to have had the opportunity to explain to you my own views in the matter. I
believe that the situation at Katahdin is deplorable and unless immediately corrected, will lead to
unfortunate serious consequences. I am entirely open-minded on the question of how these
problems can be made, but in my experience, I see no better solution than that of the creation of
a National Park. After all, we would like to see the nation's finest playground an area forever
preserved in central Maine. These articles, as I told you, were written with a very definite
viewpoint of advocacy. I feel that this discussion is one which is entirely foreign to the columns
of In the Maine Woods, but it is advisable for you to know of the situation so that you may not
be let in for something of which you did not appreciate the purport.
It was for this reason that, in preparing the article on the history of Katahdin, I was at particular
pains to try to avoid any statement or expression which would in the slightest be seized upon as
controversial or presenting a particular point of view. If I failed in any particular, it was entirely
inadvertent.
Incidentally, you may be interested to know that the June, 1939, issue of Appalachia will carry
an article with which I am rather pleased, that I have written about the leading American
landscape artists who went to Katahdin. Much of the article centers around Frederic B. Church. It
reads very pleasantly and I shall bear in mind to send you a reprint of it.
I have told Miss Park, our Assistant Secretary, that you think you will be in a position to supply
copies of In the Maine Woods to the delegates. She will write you in this connection some time
during the summer.
January 5, 1939. Myron Avery to R. E. Billings, Assistant Forester, 341 Water Street,
Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
You will remember I said during my very pleasant call on you at Augusta that I would send to
you some information as to how the Trail between the Kokadjo-B Pond Road and the Kennebec
River might be reached. I was to particularly have in mind how the sections could be worked
advantageously and what bases might be used. This information was for your use in connection
with the suggesting of a work project for your Jefferson Camp on this section of the Trail.
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I had thought that it might be more convenient to have this information in several copies and I
am accordingly enclosing six copies of the data on a separate sheet.
It is my understanding that, with respect to the work project for the Bridgton Camp between the
Maine-New Hampshire line and the Kennebec River, by reason of Mr. Hicks' familiarity with the
territory and our previous correspondence, no data on this section will be needed. However, if
anything further will be helpful, please let me know.
I shall take up the matter of the possible amendment of the regulations to permit some larger side
camps, free from the inspection requirements, with the Forest Service in the very immediate
future. I expect to be in Boston during the Middle of January and if not then, the first week in
February, which will give me on opportunity to confer with the Army officials. I hope that we
can make progress along this line, as it will solve many of the present difficulties.
I will appreciate very much if you will bear in mind to let me know when any of these projects
are sent to the Washington Office.
Copy to Mr. Stubbs Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Greene Mr. Attwood Mr. Taylor
APPALACHIAN TRAIL BETWEEN KENNEBEC RIVER AND KOKADJO—
B POND ROAD. (FOR SECTIONS OF TRAIL AND MAPS, SEE
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (3rd Edition)
1. Section. 12, South to North, Moxie Pond to Blanchard, Distance 16.65 Miles - pages 234-246.
The west slope of Moxie Mountain, by reason of the fire of 1932, is in very difficult condition.
Mr. MacNeil, of the Greenville Camp, reported a great many fire-killed trees down across the
Trail in 1938. Previously, MacNeil relocated the Trail on the west slope of Moxie Mountain but
was unable to avoid about a mile of the burned area. The dense tangle of grass, raspberry bushes,
etc., make this Trail particularly difficult and obscure. In addition, Forest Supervisor Stubbs
advises me that the Forest Service telephone line will be relocated between Troutdale and Moxie
Pond, so as to follow The Appalachian Trail entirely. To put this section of Trail in first-class
order will require considerable work in getting rid of the small growth. It will also help the
Forestry Department's project.
This section can be worked from two ends. The Troutdale Cabins at Moxie Pond are reached
from the old Moxie Station on U. S. Route 201, a short distance above The “Forks” on the
Shirley Tote-road built by the CCC. This point can also be reached from Shirley Mills on Maine
Highway 15. It is 4 miles by the old converted railroad down the west side of the lake to the old
Troutdale Station. The crew could camp in the vicinity of the Troutdale Cabins and work up to
the top of Moxie Bald Mountain.
From the east from Blanchard to the top of Moxie Bald is a long section. MacNeil's crew
apparently camped somewhere en route while building the shelter on Moxie Bald. With the
exception of the Barren-Chairback Range, this is the most inaccessible section, but the west
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slope of Moxie Bald Mountain urgently requires work in addition to improving a trail to be used
by the Forestry Department.
2. Section 13, South to North, Blanchard to Monson. Distance 5-1/2 miles, pages 247-248.
This section is reached from Blanchard. Cars can be driven for the first 1.3 miles, then the route
follows an old wood road for a distance of 2-1/4 miles, coming into a road on the north shore of
Lake Hebron which leads into Monson. In the opposite direction, this section could be worked
from Monson by driving out on the Trail route for a distance of 1.7 miles and then working the
2-1/4 miles of Trail. There is a lumbered section in the middle of this where additional work is
required.
3. Section 14, South to North, Monson to Bodfish Farm. Distance 14.9 Miles, pages 249-251,
inclusive.
Six miles of this section, 2.9 miles north from Monson and 3.1 miles from Bodfish Farm are on
dirt road. A part of this Trail was the old stage road through Wilsons Mill to Greenville which
has become ingrown. It is, however, very easy to work this section from each end. From the
south, it is reached from Monson. At the north end it is reached at the Forest Service Little
Wilson Campground, which is on the dirt road from Monson to Bodfish Farm. There are two
scenic side trails in this section which should be recleared--that leading to the Little Wilson Falls
and that to Jim White's Lookout described in the Guidebook. This is a very flat section of Trail.
4. Section 15, South to North, Bodfish Farm to Long Pond, Distance 17.15 Miles, pages 252255.
This is the most inaccessible and difficult section of the entire Trail to work. It lies along the
crest of the Barren-Chairback Mountain, crossing four peaks. As there are no other trails
paralleling the Appalachian Trail close to this range or near its base, this route has tremendous
potential value as a means of access to the country in the event of fire.
For the details of this section, see contour map opposite page 151.
When this trail route was originally worked by MacNeil from the Greenville Camp, he had a
base at Dore’s Mountain View Camps (Monson, Maine). It will be noted that from Dore’s
Camps a blue-blazed side trail of 3 miles leads to the main Trail approximately midway of its
length along the Barren-Chairback Range. The further end of this trail at Perham’s Camps is
accessible by boat from Dore's Camps, I believe that MacNeil also camped here and that Mr.
Dore and the former proprietor of Perham's Camps assisted him in transporting his supplies
along the lake so that he was able to work the section without too much difficulty.
In addition, Mr. MacNeil cut from the north shore of Long Pond a 2 mile trail across to the
"Gulf" and later cut the blue-blazed side trail in the “Gulf”. This region will be more accessible
by reason of a truck road which I understand the Seaboard Pulp Company has built from the end
of the CCC road to Big Lyford Pond down the West Branch of Pleasant River near to McLeod
and Call's Camps on Little Lyford Pond. Presumably, however, the Gulf trails will be more
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accessible from either Dore's or Perham's Camps. In the same way a part of the Trail up White
Cap which is used by the Forest Service and which a telephone line follows could be worked.
5. Section 16, South to North, Long Pond to Third West Branch Pond, Distance 14 Miles, pages
256-258.
For the most part this Trail here is used by the Forest Service and follows the Forest Service
Telephone line. See map opposite page 142. From the south cars can be driven either to McLeod
and Call’s Camps, as outlined in the previous section, or brought in over the converted railroad
(rough) from Brownville Junction to Katahdin Iron Works and thence from White Brook about 2
miles to the Trail. Permits for using this road are obtained from Prentiss and Carlisle, at Bangor.
From the north this section is approached from the road built by the CCC (see map opposite page
142) from the Greenville-Millinocket Road, leaving it just south of Kokadjo and following the
south Shore of First Roach Pond to Big Lyford Pond. From here a buckboard road leads to
Chadwick's West Branch Camp and a blue-blazed trail of 1.8 miles leads to The Appalachian
Trail, from whence it is about 3 miles to the summit of White Cap.
6. Section 17. North to South, Third West Branch Pond to Yoke Ponds (Kokadjo-B Pond Road),
Distance 9 miles, pages 259-261.
This section is very readily accessible from the Kokadjo-B Pond Road at Berry's Yoke Ponds
Camps, 18 miles from Kokadjo. It is a swampy section and has a lot of small growth and is
particularly in need of work. It can be handled from the north end and by arrangements with
Chadwick’s Camps at the Third West Branch Pond, 9 miles from Berry's (formerly Burns and
Boudreau's Camps) could be used as a base for the working of this section and the north end of
the preceding section. Mr. Berry is very cooperative and if the foreman of a crew in this section
were unfamiliar with the area, he should request Mr. Berry to go with him, as he would be of
considerable assistance.
7. Section 18, South to North, Yoke Ponds to Joe Mary Lake. Distance 14 Miles, pages 262-263.
The first 3 miles of this section are along the Kokadjo-B Pond Road and require little work.
There is a good deal of clearing required in the old field around Crawford Dam but about 5 miles
from the Kokadjo-B Pond Road, the route strikes the section of the tote-road which is mowed by
Leon Potter and kept in first-class condition. A very useful thing for a crew in this section would
be to cut out the blow-downs on the side trail to Joe Mary Mountain which is reached from the
Cooper Brook Tote-road.
January 5. 1939. Jean Stephenson to Maribel York, York’s Twin Pine Camps
Dear Mrs. York
I duly received your letter of December 21 enclosing the list of cabins and wish to thank you
for your promptness in returning it.
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I notice with interest your comment that you think you can take nearly all the group of 60 in the
dining room at one time. However, I judge that this means it will not be practicable to have all at
once and so we are not changing our announcement in which we are saying that two installments
will be necessary. They need not, of course, be equal installments. The division between the two
"tables" can be worked out later.
We feel it is rather important that the arrangements as announced be followed as closely as
practicable, and so we are not saying that there will be an equal number in each group but merely
that there will have to be a first and second table. In this way we can work out the division in
such a way that it will make for the quickest and easiest service for you.
We will at the present time, then, plan on 60 in the cabins in accordance with your latest revised
list, although I suppose that if there are some people (for example, speakers or guests of the
Conference) who come up for a day or two, we could take care of them by crowding the cabins
to the 64 mentioned in your first list. I suppose these extra people could be furnished with food,
that is, of course, if there are such persons.
We will not know for several months the final details on many of these matters but as long ahead
as possible we will get things on a very exact basis and I will then get in touch with you and we
can plan all the details so there will be as little difficulty and confusion as possible when the time
comes.
With best wishes for a happy and prosperous new year and looking forward to seeing you again,
January 6, 1939. Maribel York to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I am enclosing the plan of camps location with each cabin listed also toilets save ones in lower
field where tents are to be placed. There will be two built at the field and if we find more will be
needed will have them built as soon as we have an idea how many will be tenting.
If there’s anything else we may need to correspond about I will try to get my answer as soon as
possible.
January 7, 1939. Myron Avery to George T. Carlisle, Prentiss and Carlisle, 12 Hammond
Street, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Carlisle:
I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in writing me in connection with Mr. Baxter’s
purchase in Township 3 Range 10; I take it that this interest is in three-quarters of the Town. As I
would like very much to know this situation exactly, I am troubling you with a further inquiry as
to the proportionate extent of the Cassidy Estate and whether it extends over the entire township
as an undivided interest. I believe you told me that the estate could not be sold pending the life of
one of the heirs. Is there also a limitation in time upon the perpetuation of the trust?
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I am sending copies of our maps of the White Cap and Chairback areas and two others on which
the Katahdin Iron Works area appears. Your son told me of several changes in the roads,
particularly the Seaboard Pulpwood’s new road, and of the approach to Katahdin Iron Works. If
sometime at his leisure he could trace these changes on the maps and return copy to us, it would
be of very great help to us.
If you learn of any additional purchases by Mr. Baxter or changes in the situation, I would
greatly appreciate your bearing in mind to let me know of the situation.
I have been preparing some material on the prominent landscape artists who visited Katahdin in
the Nineteenth Century. Their number is surprising, as well as the extent of their paintings. I
expect the material will appear next summer and I shall send you a copy of my article in this
connection.
January 7, 1939. Myron Avery to Edward F, Spicer, 153 Bowen Street, Providence, Rhode
Island.
Dear Mr. Spicer:
While in Maine recently I had occasion to see quite a number of people and picked up some
information about recent developments. Thinking of you in connection with Katahdin Iron
Works, I made inquiry as to the road situation on the approach to Katahdin Iron Works of
Prentiss and Carlisle. Mr. Carlisle, Jr. told me he was over the road this fall and that one can go
in quite comfortably. There is no lumbering at the present time but next year the Seaboard, which
is cutting on the Bowdoin College township will be driving down the West Branch of Pleasant
River. Apparently there will be no trucking out along the old railroad grade. I judge that the
highway via Arbo is in very bad shape. Incidentally, the permits for the use of this road have to
be obtained from Mr. George T. Carlisle. I mentioned--thinking it would serve as an
introduction--in passing your interest in the area.
Whether you have decided on Katahdin Iron Works or not, I thought it would be of interest to
you to have this information. I look forward to the pleasure of a further visit with you and Mrs.
Spicer.
January 8, 1939. Stanley B. Attwood, Maine Alpine Club, to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
The “Silver Aisle” booklets from the B. & A. got here two days late. But I took them to the
secretary of the Stanton Bird Club and she will distribute them at the next meeting.
Our joint meeting seemed to be a success. Mr. Greaton got mixed up in his dates, wouldn’t have
reached here at all if I hadn’t called him about 4:45 to see what time he planned to go, and didn’t
have his new mountain climbing movies with him. That’s twice I have expected to see them and
haven’t.
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I am compiling a photograph album for our club. I take anywhere from one to five prints or
enlargements, mount them on a sheet of cardboard 10 x 16, draw in ornamental borders and titles.
So far I have 41 pages. Later these will be made into a looseleaf album and, by the end of
another season, we should have at least 100 pages.
Sorry I missed you when you were here. Mr. Benner, the city editor, thought he knew where I
was but got mixed up on his places. I was at a forum meeting only a block from the bus terminal
and probably would just about have reached it before you sailed. Prof. Sawyer said you got in
touch with him.
Greaton tells me the Maine mountain booklet surely will be out in April.
Yours for an early spring.
January 9, 1939. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It was indeed very pleasant to have had the fine talk with you when you were in the office last
week. I am glad to know that you are recovered from your recent illness.
I have read with much interest your letter of January 4th. I think it would be a fine thing to invite
the Governor, the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, the Forest Commissioner and the
forest supervisors, to the meeting next summer.
I shall appreciate having the photographs that you speak of. It would be well to have them in the
office so that if anything does come about we will have these available.
{Copy Stubbs, Taylor, Greene, Sawyer, Attwood, Stephenson}
January 9, 1939. Walter B. Hamilton, State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The dead line for making corrections on our base map of the State Highway Commission Route
Map for 1939 was set last week and blueprints of the map have been sent to several map
companies; therefore it is impossible to make the suggested changes you gave us on the map
which you sent to us.
The Appalachian Trail as indicated on your printed map (sent to us Dec. 3, 1938) was carefully
plotted on our base map and also any suggestions which we found to be correct at that time.
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Mr. P. P. Baxter personally supervised the plotting of Baxter State Park by letter and by coming
to the office to check it. I understand from his conversation that the additional area shown was
purchased by him and turned over to the State of Maine a few days previous to his letter.
The names of the mountains, lakes etc. have been carefully checked by this department and by
Mr. Stubbs of the Forestry Department and the spelling of names given preference to local uses.
I am sorry that your letter of Jan. 7, 1939 did not reach us before the dead line, we certainly
would have tried to incorporate all your suggestions as far as practicable in order to get the
utmost accuracy in our map.
A blueprint of the base map as finally corrected is being sent to you under separate cover.
January 10, 1939. A. A. Doppul, Acting for C. T. Backus, In Charge, State CCC, USDA
Forest Service, Eastern Region, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of January 7, on the subject of trail shelters.
Since we have taken up this subject a change has occurred in the Regional organization and New
England camps will be operated under the New England Forest Emergency Office at 115
Chauncey Street, Boston, Massachusetts. Mr. K. M. Clark, formerly of this office, will be in
charge of CCC operation and we suggest that any further reference to Appalachian Trail projects
in the New England States be taken up with him.
We note your plans to get up a list of shelters you propose within a short time. I might mention
that a number of the States are already preparing their work plans and, therefore, prompt action
would be desirable since they are due for review by this office during the latter half of February
and early half of March.
{Copy Stubbs, Attwood, Sawyer, Taylor, Greene, Willis Ross Rutland Vermont, Frank Place}
January 13, 1939. Myron Avery to Walter B. Hamilton, State Highway Commission,
Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Hamilton:
I have received your letter of January 9th as well as the blueprint of the base map as finally
corrected. I appreciate very much your sending this map to me.
I am sorry indeed that my letter of January 7th could not have reached you earlier. I was,
unfortunately, for this purpose, away much of the time in December and unaware of the deadline. In any event you have my suggestions for future revisions and I take it that it will be
unnecessary to forward them again.
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I understand of course that you have to take the data as it is given to you and my comment as to
the error in the Baxter Park delineation is of course made merely with the view of producing an
accurate a map as possible. Mr. Baxter has I fear confused his own ownership and Baxter Park;
they are, it seems, not the same. He has shown the entire township north of Katahdin as a part of
the Park; while as Mr. Stubbs can confirm, the part donated to the state is about 1/4 of the town
and in the northwest corner. It is certainly clear that the western boundary of the Park is near the
The Gateway at the west end of the Katahdin Tableland, 5 miles by Trail from the
Nesowadnehunk Road. I understand that Mr. Baxter has purchased an interest in some lands west
of The Gateway but there is an undivided interest here, I am told, which can not be transferred
(Cassidy Interest) so that he would not own all of these let alone being no part of the State Park.
We are all interested in accuracy and I am sure that Mr. Baxter would not want to magnify the
area of Baxter State Park by erroneous boundaries. I do trust, however, that the next issue will
have the boundaries accurately checked by the state’s official records so as to show the Park
correctly.
Again expressing our thanks for your cordial reception of our suggestions. We hope you can bear
in mind to mail us a copy of the finished printed map.
January 16, 1939. Myron Avery to Kenneth Roberts, Kennebunkport, Maine
Dear Mr. Roberts:
As a Maine resident and by reason of employment in the Maine Forest Service during summers
while I was attending Bowdoin College, I have become familiar with portions of the route of
Arnold's march through the Maine wilderness, so graphically described in Arundel. Your
Trending Into Maine also describes the route in considerable detail. I noticed your comment as to
the inaccessibility of portions of this route.
It occurred to me that it would be of interest to you to know that Arnold’s march across the
"Great Bend of Dead River* is duplicated, as far as possible, today by a foot trail. This trail is a
part of The Appalachian Trail, a footpath extending from Mt. Katahdin in Maine to Mt.
Oglethorpe in Georgia. The Maine section of 266 miles was completed in August, 1937.
Incidentally, the various clubs and organizations which are sponsoring and maintaining this Trail
will have their biennial Conference at Katahdin in August of this year.
The original route of The Appalachian Trail across Maine was to the north of Arnold’s route and
came down the Dead River to Mt. Bigelow. Later, an alternate route, to the south, between the
Kennebec River and Mt. Bigelow by way of the Carry Ponds was developed. By reason of the
fact that the travel follows this route--it may be due to the historic interest--we are abandoning
the upper part of the oval, so that the former Arnold trail will be a link in the through route. We
have some 20 miles of trail on the crest of Mt. Bigelow, which is a particularly imposing range.
It is of much interest to follow the Arnold trail portion of the entire route. The roughness of the
terrain and the degree of exertion required, when one is encumbered with nothing more than a
pack, creates a strong admiration for that crew which struggled over this route carrying bateaux.
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You will, perhaps, be interested in the geography of this particular section of the route. The Trail,
as shown on the map in the booklet, The Silver Aisle, which I enclose, leaves the Kennebec half
a mile above Caratunk and runs due west for three miles to Pierce Pond. Here it turns south to
East Carry Pond, skirts its eastern and southern shores, passes a little distance north of Middle
Carry Pond, touches the southwest corner of West Carry Pond, and then leads southwest across
Maine Highway 16 at the Ledge House, from which it runs due west along the crest of Little
Bigelow Mountain. West Carry Pond is certainly well deserving of the laudatory comment
contained in one of the Journals quoted by you. Incidentally, there is a road up the west bank of
the Kennebec extending nearly to Pierce Pond Stream from which a tote-road leads west to East
Carry Pond. That tote-road must have approximated the old route.
I wish that we might have brought earlier to your attention the fact that Arnold’s old route has
been perpetuated in the form of a foot trail, so that you might have made some reference to it in
your later books.
Also, as an expression of my own feeling--a view which I am sure is that of the citizens of our
State--I wish to express our appreciation of what you have done in recording in such an indelible
fashion the story of Maine’s pioneer days.
January 23, 1939. Myron Avery to R. E. Billings, Assistant Forester, Augusta, Maine
PERSONAL
Dear Mr. Billings:
You will recall that, following our discussion at Augusta in December, I was to take up the
matter of a possible increase in the restriction of the five-man limitation of side camps which are
excepted from the inspection requirements, etc. This is Paragraph 154B(2) of the Army
Regulations applying to the supervision of the CCC Camps.
I am glad to be able to say that I found that this matter will present no further difficulty and if
you will write to either Mr. John S. Bowen, the Coordinator, or direct to the Commanding
General at Boston, making a suggestion that the limitation be increased from five to ten and
predicate this upon increased efficiency and safety factor, that the request will be granted.
I discussed the matter with Captain Silverman and explained to him the difficulties with the
present situation as far as Trail and lean-to construction is concerned. While, of course, there was
no definite commitment made by Captain Silverman, I very definitely understood that if this
recommendation was made, he would not be disposed to offer any objection. It was his
suggestion that you should write to either Mr. Bowen or the Commanding General. It may be
that the raising of the limitation would be restricted to the specific instance of trail or shelter
construction rather than raising the limitation generally, but this situation would solve the
existing problem.
1 presume that you are fully aware of the reorganization with respect to the supervision of the
CCC work. I saw Mr. Keith Clark at 115 Chauncey Street, Boston. Since the activity of
practically all of the CCC Camps in New England will be devoted to hurricane relief work, for
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all practical purposes the Eastern Region, No. 7, has been superseded by the new set up, with Mr.
Clark in charge for New England. The work programs will be approved by him henceforth and
not sent in to Washington. The Springfield office has been transferred to Boston. I explained the
situation to Mr. Clark and I understood, informally of course, from him that he would not be
disposed to raise any objection and that he would approve these projects on a ten-man basis the
same as on a five-man basis. I talked to Mr. Clark about the hurricane damage situation in
western Maine, referring to the use of the Bridgton and the Jefferson Camps. I am led to believe
that when you submit those projects, they will be approved, unless there is other hurricane
damage work entitled to a higher priority which would take precedence over this particular
activity.
It seems, therefore, that all that will be required will be for you to make a request in this
connection. I shall be very much interested to know what transpires. Unless something
unforeseen develops, there should be no need for anything further on my part and I shall let the
matter rest until I have heard from you in this connection.
Copy to Mr. Stubbs marked personal.
January 23, 1939. Note from Kenneth Roberts to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Many thanks for your note of the 16th. The booklet wasn’t enclosed, and I’d like to see it. I
appreciate all the kind things you say.
January 25, 1939. Marion Park, Assistant Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference, to
Mr. John S. Bowen, Liaison Officer, CCC, Army Base, Boston, Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Bowen:
In reviewing some accumulated correspondence, I was sorry to note that I had neglected to
follow up my letter to you of last fall with respect to the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I have forwarded it under separate cover and trust that you will find it useful at this time.
January 27, 1939. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, The Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Greaton:
Referring to our conversation at Augusta and your letter of recent date, at that time I suggested
that we would assemble and forward the best available photographs to illustrate a possible
publication by the State on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. On further consideration of the
matter, it seemed to me that as a result of the Conference and the trips over the Trail this summer,
there would undoubtedly be available in the fall many additional photographs and that it would
be better to delay assembling the photographs until that time. So unless you think otherwise, I
will defer that particular item.
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It occurs to me, however, that we might work on a draft of manuscript during our leisure time
rather than having to attempt to produce it when there was less opportunity. If, therefore, you
would go over the text of The Silver Aisle and give us specific suggestions as to what you want,
length, additional points to be emphasized, etc., we would attempt to tailor the material to your
specifications.
We understand the situation and appreciate that all of our efforts in this connection may not
materialize, but in view of the possibility, we are quite willing to risk the labor and effort at this
time.
February 1, 1939. Oliver L. Hall, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In answer to your letter in relation to your writings regarding the Katahdin area and the Maine
wilderness, I certainly feel that they very properly can be placed in the Maine State Library for
the advantage of future generations.
I assume from your letter that you intend to furnish us these contributions without expense. I
dwell on this as in these days of very careful spending, we are obliged to have thorough
understanding in these matters.
We have, of course, many of your writings, which are catalogued under the natural subject
matter, but if we were to be furnished with your complete writings, we could place them under
the author entry.
February 1, 1939. Everett F. Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I will at the first opportunity go over the Silver Aisle and make some suggestions to you.
I think your idea is an excellent one.
February 3, 1939. George T. Carlisle, Estate of John Cassidy, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am very sorry that there has been a considerable delay in replying to your letter. I had at first
thought it contained maps which I would look over at my leisure. I was quite surprised when
your letter came to light.
None of the real estate in the John Cassidy Estate can be sold during the lifetime of the children.
There are three remaining. Upon their death the property is divided among the grandchildren.
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I presume that Mr. Baxter's purchase in T.3R.10 covers all of the interests excepting that of the
Cassidy Estate. Our ownership is 110/254. undivided of the northeast and southwest quarters,
and a Mile Strip on the East part of the southeast quarter.
I shall be interested to receive a copy of your article mentioned when it is ready. It should prove
very interesting.
Enclosing maps on which George has outlined the various roads.
February 11, 1939. Robert Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation Corps, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of February 7, 1939 with which was enclosed the announcement of the Ninth
Appalachian Trail Conference together with other information pertinent to the Conference. I note
your invitation to me to meet with you at York’s Twin Pine Camps during the week of the
Conference in August of this year.
I want to assure you that I sincerely appreciate your thoughtful courtesy in calling my attention
to this meeting and in extending an invitation to me to be present.
It has been the practice of Mrs. Fechner and myself for many years past to spend at least two
weeks in northern New England during August and unless something unforeseen prevents, I am
hoping that we can be there this coming August. I have made a note of the date of your Trail
Conference and will endeavor to spend at least part of the week with you.
With all good wishes for a successful conference,
February 20, 1939. J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Please accept our apology in not advising you sooner that we received the Hallowell negatives. If
you don’t mind I would like to keep these negatives a little while longer and then return them to
you, Railway Express, insured.
We now have the most of our 1939 Maine Woods Booklet in the hands of the printer and will try
and furnish you with a copy of proof. We have used your article on the history of Katahdin and
have only made a few changes in the copy. We are also using your note on the conference. We
were not able to find a spot in this year’s booklet for Miss Stuart’s story. Shall we return it to you
or hold for future publication?
February 21, 1939. Roger L. Scaife, Vice President, Little, Brown & Co., Boston, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Some time ago you sent us a copy of “The Silver Aisle" with the thought that its content might
interest readers of THE OLD FARMER'S ALMANAC.
In the past you have furnished us with articles about "The Appalachian Trail in Maine" which
were published in our "Maine Edition" of the Almanac. We have abandoned special editions for
the time being, but see no reason why general information about the "Trail" would not be of
interest to people who live in other states, many of whom visit Maine during the summer months.
Furthermore, the completed trail apparently runs way down into Georgia and this very few
people know outside of your own constituency.
We would be delighted to have you prepare a page article--about 750 words--on this subject for
our 1940 edition, which will be published in December and copy for which should be in our
hands not later than June 1.
February 23, 1939. Myron Avery to Roger Scaife
Dear Mr. Scaife:
I have your letter of February 21st.
I note that you would require the material by June 1st. I would suggest that you have your very
efficient office force take the matter up with us on May 1st. We will leave the matter that way.
February 23, 1939. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Smith:
I have your letter of February 20th.
My only thought was to assure myself of the safe receipt of the Hallowell negatives by you. You
are, of course, at liberty to keep the negatives until you have been able to make the enlargements
and to serve your purposes in connection there with. I did not mean my inquiries as a reminder of
their return.
In view of the changes in the Katahdin article I should like to see the proof and shall look
forward to its receipt.
I suggest you retain Miss Stuart's story for some possible future use. This applies to the
illustrations for that also.
We shall be in touch with you at a later date with respect to having available copies of the 1939
issue for distribution at the Conference.
I assume that you duly received the Conference announcement.
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WHITE BLAZES ACROSS MAINE
By Myron H. Avery, Supervisor of Trails
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Lubec, Maine
{Copy returned 2/24/29 from R. S. Monahan, Forest Service}
For those who turn to the high hills and follow woods trails in the eastern United States, the date
August 14, 1937, is of particular significance in the annals of trail making. For on that day, on
the south slope of the glistening bare cone of Mt. Sugarloaf, a CCC trail crew cut through the last
barrier of a dense scrub spruce and fir tangle out into a broad open trail. Beyond, north, white
blazes and an open route led 186 miles to Katahdin; similarly, south 1868 miles to Mt.
Oglethorpe, in Georgia. Thus, some sixteen years after its inception in 1921, The Appalachian
Trail, the longest marked footpath in the world, today, was initially opened. It would, however,
be very much an error to term this project completed at that time. Much still remains to be done.
The chain of shelters--a necessary adjunct to any trail system--is far from complete. Direction
signs and improved marking are pressing problems.
Then, too, it is imperative that this route, for those who find their recreation in their own
strenuous exertions, should be protected from "development” and the vagaries of changing
economic conditions. To this end, the Eighth Appalachian Trail Conference, held in the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park in June, 1937, initiated a long-range program to broaden the
route into a "Trailway," a narrow, insulated section especially dedicated, set apart and reserved
for hikers and campers, free from the intrusion of other forms of recreation, however much to be
commended. This objectlve--one which will require many years to bring about--is to be
accomplished through more effective and sustained cooperation of federal and state agencies,
club and individual activities. {[Footnote:] “See PROCEEDINGS of THE EIGHTH
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE, Publication No. 9, 49 pages (25 cents), obtainable
from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. A list of
publications and available guidebook data for the Trail may be had by forwarding an addressed
stamped envelope to the Conference.”}
Such is the background of what has, during the last four years, become a well known recreational
feature of Maine. Destined to be as outstandingly symbolic of Maine wilderness recreational
resources as are the Allagash, St. John, East and West Branches—all names which never fail to
stir imagination or resurrect bygone memories.
Past issues [Footnote:] {“See MAINE AND THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL, MARKING THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, WESTWARD--IN THE MAINE WOODS AND
DEVELOPMENTS ALONG THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE IN 1936, in the 1933,
1934, 1935, and 1936 Issues, respectively.”} of In the Maine Woods have told of the steady
progress toward the completion of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Originally undertaken as a
voluntary project, the initial stage in Maine was the marking of the route for 170 miles from
Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow. Beyond, to the New Hampshire Line, a series of densely forested,
isolated, trailless peaks loomed ahead as a forbidding barrier. Progress would have indeed been
halting in the extreme but for CCC activity. With the support of the Maine and Federal Forest
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Services, this project was undertaken by the CCC. Trail crews from various camps, Millinocket,
Greenville, Flagstaff, Rangeley and Bridgton, have during the past three years labored on the
Trail, improving the existing route, building lean-tos and side trails as they completed the
unfinished portion.
Taking its designation from the characteristic white paint blazes, which unerringly indicate its
course, this route through the Maine wilderness has been termed a "Silver Aisle." For so does its
marking gleam in the woods as it leads through the very finest of Maine's forests--but little
changed from 110 years ago when the loggers first came up the Penobscot West Branch to
penetrate this wilderness. The attractions of the Trail and its route have been told elsewhere***
[Footnote:] {“An illustrated booklet, THE SILVER AlSLE, 28 pages, issued by the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, may be had upon application to
the General Passenger Agent, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine. This booklet will
be of much assistance in planning trips over the Trail. For detailed trail description, reading in
both directions, and maps, obtain GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE third
edition, 300 pages, $1.50, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D. C.”}
in detail and the purpose of this article is to bring the existence of this Trail to the notice of
readers of In the Maine Woods, as they peruse its pages, contemplating excursions into
Vacationland.
What will appeal in this Trail is as varied as human nature. For some there is the sensuous joy in
physical exertion, the sheer delight in continuous travel--with the swimming and canoeing to be
experienced each night at the comfortable sporting camps located at intervals of an easy day's
travel along the route. For others there is the knowledge to be gained from progress through
ever-changing zones of fauna, flora, geology and geography--an open book of nature where he
who will may learn. Then, too, and all sufficient, is the complete relaxation and escape which the
Trail affords from the struggles of daily existence.
Statistics as to mountains crossed, lakes, ponds or streams encountered, would be equally futile.
In length, and with great exactitude, Maine's Trail is 261.71 miles if one travels by the Dead
River Route--approaching Mt. Bigelow from the flat plains of this meandering stream from the
north. If, however; perhaps inspired by that classic, ARUNDEL, by Kenneth Roberts, one directs
his course along the historic Arnold Trail Route, he will have traveled 4.09 miles longer, or
265.8 miles, when he crosses the slashed line marking the Maine-New Hampshire Boundary.
The other New England States have through trail systems. Well-publicized is the Long Trail of
Vermont’s Green Mountain Club, extending 262 miles from the Canadian border to the
Massachusetts Line. Were it not that it might seem to introduce a competitive thought in these
recreational projects, we might note that the through Trail in Maine, by one fork of the alternate
routes, is a slight fraction of a mile less than Vermont’s trail, but somewhat in excess of it by the
Arnold Trail Route. Were we to enumerate peaks, lakes or ponds, we should be met by the
challenge of what yardstick is employed. Sufficient is it to say that the glaciers which stood
down over Maine eons ago have left in their wake, along the Trail route, lakes and ponds
unequalled in number or in their superb setting. As to mountains, there are the finest two groups
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in the State: Katahdin and its satellites, the Katahdinauguoh, and the Mt. Bigelow Range with its
20 miles of crest-line trail. The Trail also crosses the second and third highest peaks in the State-whether one holds to the Old Speck or Sugarloaf school. An article in the Lewiston, Maine,
Journal (April 5 and 10, 1937) notes some thirty peaks of over 3,000 feet, accessible from the
Trail in the 96 miles west of Mt. Bigelow.
The traveler, making an initial trip over the Trail in Maine, will do well to consider the KatahdinPiscataquis River section of 118 miles. Then, with the benefit of experience and zest for further
travel, he may venture into the central section--Piscataquis River to Bigelow Village, 62.3 miles-and the western 81 miles, of the three sections into which the Trail in Maine naturally divides.
He will note the accessibility of the termini of this eastern section at Blanchard and Millinocket
on branches of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. Assuming that he is already familiar with
Katahdin and so makes its traverse in a day, and spends a day exploring Gulf Hagas and Joe
Mary Mountain, the traveler on this section will just fill out his allotted two weeks. The
possibility of returning to Millinocket from the White House or Antlers Camps, four and five
days distant from Katahdin will be noted. Greenville can be reached by automobile
transportation from several points enroute. Katahdin Iron Works, accessible from Brownville
Junction on the railroad, affords access to the Chairback~Barren Range and a host of peaks, such
as White Cap, Baker, Elephant and Saddleback. The pattern is quite elastic; this trip along the
Trail can be readily planned to meet one’s particular circumstances.
Thus, in Maine, has The Appalachian Trail developed from a status of prospective abandonment
into accomplished reality. Through its sombre forests glisten the white paint blazes of the “Silver
Aisle,” leading on those who yield to its allurement, mile by mile, day by day, year by year. Thus
we travel its course ever into the distant lands of memory when, by our fireside, living over these
bygone years, we travel trails only in retrospect.
--IN THE MAINE WOODS, 1938, p. 19
February 28, 1939. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Me.
Dear Mr. Greaton:
Now that our detailed announcements of the Katahdin Conference program have been mailed out,
it might be opportune to send out a release in this connection. If you think well of this suggestion,
I enclose a form of release prepared by the Trail Conference Publicity Section, which can be
altered for this purpose.
We have arranged with the Forest Service to make available at the Conference a truck with a
generator, projector, etc. for showing the slides.
Did you ever have an opportunity to discuss the markers on the highway crossings with the
Department?
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I believe I suggested before that, if you cared to have it done, I would be glad to check over the
manuscript sent in some time ago to embody any recent changes.
{For the mountains booklet}
TRAIL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN MAINE
The Ninth Appalachian Trail Conference, beginning August 18th, will be held at Twin Pine
Camps, Daicey Pond, southwest of Katahdin, Maine, according to the printed program recently
issued by the Board of Managers. This Conference is comprised of clubs and individuals
associated in maintaining The Appalachian Trail, a mountain footpath stretching from Maine to
Georgia, and its biennial meetings bring together a large group of those interested in outdoor
activities in the East. The Maine Development Commission is cooperating with the officials of
the Conference and with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in showing the out-of-state visitors
some of the attractions of the Maine Wilderness.
One of the features of the Conference will be a meeting at which Mr. Everett R. Greaton,
Executive Secretary of the Maine Development Commission, will describe the mountains of
Maine and what they offer in the way of scenic and recreational possibilities. Maps, photographs,
guidebooks and other literature giving information about the Maine woods will be displayed. The
business sessions will be devoted to the problems of trail maintenance.
Myron H. Avery, a native of Lubec, Maine, who is Chairman of the Board of Managers of The
Appalachian Trail Conference, will preside at the meetings.
Following the formal session, the remainder of the week will be devoted to climbs of Katahdin,
Doubletop, Sentinel, and other nearby mountains. The following week several groups, leaving on
successive days, will follow The Appalachian Trail south from Daicey Pond to Monson or
Blanchard, stopping each night at the sporting camps which are a unique feature of travel in the
Maine Woods. On this trip the little known “Gulf of Pleasant River" will be explored, and
Whitecap and Joe Mary Mountains climbed. The trip has been so planned as to give the visitors a
comprehensive idea of the mountains and lakes of Maine.
February, 1939

LECTURE
ON
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
(Prepared by The Appalachian Trail Conference)
(Time, One Hour)

{Copy in File 63, Part 38. Copy in Part 40, File 65. 5 copies Rest} {See list of slides in Part 38,
File 63}
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The Appalachian Trail is a continuous, marked footpath extending through the mountain
wilderness of the eastern Atlantic States. It is also the backbone or thread of a narrow area of 2
miles in width in publicly owned lands reserved entirely for hikers and campers. Of its particular
status as a distinct type of recreational area, more comment is made later. The Trail is a footway
as distinguished from a motorway. It is a skyline route along the crest of the ranges generally
referred to as Appalachian. Hence the name of the Trail. It extends from Katahdin, a massive
granite monolith in the central Maine wilderness, some 2043 miles south to Mt. Oglethorpe in
northern Georgia. This master trail was completed and initially opened for its entire length in
August, 1937. The Trail traverses 14 States; Virginia has the longest section with 500 miles,
approximately 25% of the total Trail mileage. West Virginia has the shortest section in some
eleven miles of the Virginia-West Virginia Line. Maryland is next, with 39 miles. The greatest
elevation along the route is Clingmans Dome in the Great Smokies, 6,641 ft.; the Trail is only
slightly above sea level at its crossing of the Hudson River.
The Appalachian Trail is the longest marked footpath in the world today and, perhaps, at any
time. But there have been many other trails. One of the most famous in this country was the
Great Indian Warpath, extending along the Great or Appalachian Valley from the Creek territory
in Alabama north to Pennsylvania. It was the valley or lowland counterpart of the Appalachian
Trail; and the route of the bloody raids of the dreaded Six Nations or Iroquois south from New
York State. In Vermont there is the 260-mile LONG TRAIL, extending the length of the State
along the crest of the Green Mountains. In the west there has been projected the 2350-mile
PACIFIC CREST TRAIL, to extend from Canada to Mexico. Already completed and in constant
use are several units of this system, such as the 250-mile Oregon Skyline Trail from Crater Lake
to Mount Hood, and the magnificent 134-mile John Muir Trail in the High Sierras, from
Yosemite to Mount Whitney.
A project of such magnitude, as this 2,043-mile trail, might seem to have been the result of many
suggestions. It can, however, be traced very directly to one man - Benton MacKaye of Shirley
Center, Mass. Forester, philosopher and dreamer, MacKaye from his wanderings in the New
England forests had conceived the plan of a trail which, for all practical purposes, should be
endless. MacKaye gave expression to his dream in an article, THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL AN
EXPERIMENT IN REGIONAL PLANNING, in the October, 1921 issue of the Journal of
American Institute of Architects. Others had advanced suggestions of extensive through trails in
the New England States but the conception of this super-trail, the Appalachian Trail, was solely
MacKaye's. His proposal aroused interest among the leaders of the outdoor clubs in the north.
The clubs around New York City were the first to undertake actual work on the Trail. Under the
leadership of the late Raymond H. Torrey, of New York City, the first section of the Trail was
opened and marked, in 1923, in the Palisades Interstate Park, west of the Hudson River at Bear
Mountain Bridge. Major William A. Welch, General Manager of the Interstate Park, designed for
this new trail the distinctive Appalachian Trail marker and monogram. The New York-New
Jersey Trail Conference was organized and the Trail was carried west toward the Delaware River.
Interest in the Trail project developed in Pennsylvania shortly thereafter.
To better gauge the extent of this undertaking, let us turn back some 14 years and survey the
existing trail systems which could be incorporated into the through Appalachian Trail and the
organized groups which could be enlisted to further the project. First, and most striking, is the
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fact that all outdoor organizations in the East were than confined to New England and New York.
The Hudson River was the frontier to the south or west.
The existing trail systems which could be incorporated into this super-trail numbered four. First
there were the splendidly maintained Appalachian Mountain Club trails in the White Mountains
of New England. In Vermont the lower 100 miles of the rapidly developing Long Trail could be
utilized. Between the White and Green Mountains was the Dartmouth College Outing Club trail
system. In New York there were the comparatively narrow Bear Mountain and Harriman
sections of the Palisades Interstate Park. This was all--perhaps some 350 miles out of the
necessary 2050. Originally, however, the Trail was estimated to be only 1209 miles; its actual
development has shown the distance to be almost twice that. In addition to these four sections, in
the south there were the National Forests, where connected skyline trails have been subsequently
developed to a degree unanticipated by those who early planned the Trail route.
The first enthusiasm aroused by MacKaye's proposal flared up, waned and, by 1926, had
practically died out. The project was moribund; it had degenerated into a fireside philosophy. It
was then that the late Arthur Perkins, a retired lawyer of Hartford, Connecticut, resurrected the
project and made it once again a vital, living thing. The enthusiasm and the momentum, which
he aroused, have survived and to these factors is due the practical completion of the Trail project.
It is very interesting to note that the Trail has been the pioneer. Interested individuals have
carried the route forward; then, after them, have come the Clubs to utilize and maintain the Trail.
One might have expected the reverse; that is, that the formation of the Clubs would precede the
Trail. By 1927 the frontier had receded to central Pennsylvania. But, with the exception of the 3year-old isolated Smoky Mountains Hiking Club at Knoxville, Tenn., there were no mountain
clubs below Harrisburg. The penetration of the Southern Appalachians began in late 1927 with
the formation at Washington, D.C. of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. Numerous other
Appalachian Trail Clubs were then organized, so that - with insignificant exceptions - the entire
Trail route is now apportioned among these energetic organizations. These Clubs, aiding in the
Trail project, comprise The Appalachian Trail Conference. The Conference functions through a
Board of 18 managers, 3 being selected from each of the 6 Districts into which the Trail region is
divided. The Chairman of the Board acts as the Conference’s executive officer.
There have been many experiments in the development of a standard marker for the Trail. The
museum collection is extensive. (Show collection of markers.) The earliest marker was an
embossed, copper square with the Trail insignia. Its softness, however, rendered it too easy a
prey to souvenir hunters, so Mr. Perkins designed a diamond-shaped, galvanized iron marker
with the Trail monogram printed on it by a rubber stamp. However, the main reliance in marking
the Trail is rectangular paint blazes, approximately 6x2 inches. These are placed fore and aft-like highway markers--in the direction of travel. Experiments have shown that titanium oxide
paint has the greatest durability. White is the prevailing color, with blue used for side trails.
Because, however, of local conditions the main Trail in New York and New Jersey is painted
yellow; while in Connecticut and a small section of Vermont it is blue. To standardize the
marking technique, the Trail Conference has issued a printed MANUAL ON TRAIL
CONSTRUCTION FOR THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. In the marking of trails, there is only
one approved blaze symbol. This is the double blaze--two super-imposed blazes or markers--
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which constitute a warning of an obscure turn or change of direction, which might otherwise be
overlooked.
Of primary importance is the issuing of Guidebooks to the Trail. The measuring of the Trail and
obtaining of trail data have kept progress with its actual construction. A great number of local
guides have crystallized into a series of 5 Guidebooks to the entire Trail. Four have been issued.
(Show and describe Guidebooks.)
The Conference has also issued a comprehensive pamphlet, detailing the history, route,
guidebook data and literature of the Trail project. (Show publication No. 5. ) {[Footnote:] THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL, obtainable from the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C., at a cost of $.25.}
The matter of the future protection and preservation of the Trail has naturally been a matter of
very considerable concern to those responsible for its existence. At the Eighth Appalachian Trail
Conference held in 1937, particular attention was devoted to the problem of a constructive
program to preserve and perpetuate the Trail and its immediate surroundings. Edward B. Ballard
of Lexington, Mass, proposed to the Conference a plan of an Appalachian Trailway which would
provide for an insulation of the route of the Trail as a section set apart and dedicated to the
interests of those who travel on foot. This plan was adopted by the Conference and steps initiated
to carry into effect this long-range program to assure the perpetuation and protection of The
Appalachian Trail.
These efforts culminated in the execution on October 15, 1933, of an agreement between the
National Park Service and the United States Forest Service for the promotion of The
Appalachian Trailway. By this agreement there was created a new type of recreational area to be
known as The Appalachian Trailway, a zone extending through the National Forests and Parks
for a distance of one mile on each side of The Appalachian Trail. Within this zone there are to be
no new paralleling roads of motor transportation or any other development incompatible with the
existence of this zone. It was further provided that where possible and desirable, the Appalachian
Trail is to he relocated where it is within a mile of a road. A system of campsites, lean-tos, and
simple shelters is provided for by the Trailway Agreement. The regions to which this agreement
was applicable in 1933 were the White Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire, the Green
Mountain National Forest in Vermont, the Shenandoah National Park, the George Washington
and Jefferson National Forests in Virginia, the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and the
Pisgah and Cherokee National Forests in North Carolina and Tennessee, and the Chattahoochee
National Forest in Georgia. In all, the Appalachian Trailway embraces in the eight National
Forests and two National Parks some 705 miles of its 2,050 mile route.
Steps have been taken to further extend the protection of the Trailway Agreement to lands owned
by the various States and, as far as possible, to the remainder of the Trail route. Thus, The
Appalachian Trail passes into the second stage of a larger project, The Appalachian Trailway, a
protected and insulated zone for the benefit of those who seek their recreation on foot.
And now with the aid of the lantern slide map, we shall briefly follow the Trail route. (Note:
Show here A.T. Lantern slide No. 283--map of Appalachian Trail.)
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From Katahdin in Maine, the Trail leads for 265 miles through an utter wilderness, past lake and
stream over a disconnected series of peaks. It meets the first pronounced mountain group in the
White Mountains of central New Hampshire, which it crosses from east to west. Near Rutland in
Vermont, the Trail turns south for 100 miles along the Green Mountains. In western
Massachusetts and northwestern Connecticut, the route leads south along the Berkshire and
Taconic groups, the worn-down remnant of a much loftier range. The Hudson River is crossed at
Bear Mountain Bridge. Then the Trail leads, close to the New York-New Jersey line, over a
seemingly endless series of ridges to the Kittatinny Mountains at High Point Park, N. J. Here, for
the first time, a narrow ridge crest indicates the route. Beyond the Delaware River, this front
range of the Alleghenies becomes the Blue Mountain. After it crosses the Susquehanna River,
the same range assumes the name of North Mountain. After 7 miles along North Mountain in
Pennsylvania, occurs the first major change of route; the Alleghenies are left and the Trail
crosses the Cumberland Valley by secondary roads to the northern base of the Blue Ridge. Here
commences the Range which is followed to the southern terminus of the Trail. Through southern
Pennsylvania and Maryland, where it bears the name of South Mountain, the Blue Ridge
continues as a narrow crest line where Trail location offers few problems. Three hundred miles
south, where the Roanoke River breaks through the Range in Virginia, the Blue Ridge forks.
These forks, sometimes 100 miles apart, form an immense oval, coming together again at
Springer Mountain in northern Georgia, some 20 miles from the southern terminus of the Trail.
Lofty, transverse ranges, enclosing beautiful elevated valleys, connect the two forks. The effect
is a massive ladder. The eastern rim or fork preserves the name Blue Ridge; the western rim is
divided into segments by the rivers which cross it. The major route problems of the Trail came
here--which fork to use and how much of each fork? There was one fixed point; the Trail must
pass through the Great Smokies, the master chain of the southern Appalachian Mountains,
located midway along the western rim. The route, ultimately selected, utilizes the eastern rim as
far as New River, then crosses the plateau between the rims to the western fork at the Iron
Mountain in southern Virginia and continues southwest. At the southern end of the Great
Smokies a cross-range, the Nantahala Mountains, leads back to the eastern rim or Blue Ridge,
which is followed uninterruptedly to the southern terminus of the Trail.
Now we will travel with the lantern slides the length of this 2043-mile trail, noting its high points.
- SLIDE A.T. 36 –
This is Katahdin--Indian for “biggest” mountain--northern terminus of the Appalachian Trail,
just 13 feet under a mile in height. Katahdin’s appearance is due to the glacier which stood down
over New England hundreds of thousands of years ago. This view is from the approach to
Katahdin from the east. It shows 3 enormous cirques hollowed out by the glacier. From their
bottoms sheer granite cliffs rise some 2000 feet to the summit. The literature of Katahdin is
probably more extensive than that of any other mountain in North America. The Trail
Conference has issued an Annotated Bibliography of its literature, comprising some 80 pages.
- SLIDE A.T. 213 –
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The Great Basin, one of the glacial cirques at Katahdin; the cliffs here go up some 2000 ft. from
Chimney Pond at their base. This is a transplanted bit of the High Sierra.
- SLIDE A.T. 95 –
A part of the flat Tableland on the top of Katahdin which is some 5 or 6 miles long and over a
mile wide. This view shows the well-known Katahdin Knife-Edge, almost encircling the Great
Basin, one of the glacial cirques at Katahdin. Chimney Pond is 2000 ft. below. The rounded
dome at the left of the Knife-Edge is Pamola--the Indian Diety of the mountain. In 1804, the
Indians told Charles Turner, the first man to ascend Katahdin, that Pamola had destroyed every
Indian who dared approach the summit, so that none of them ventured near the mountain.
- SLIDE A.T. 97 –
Where the Appalachian Trail officially begins. The sign reads:
“Katahdin Terminus of the Appalachian Trail.
A mountain Footpath 2056 miles long to Mt.
Oglethorpe, Georgia”.
In the center is the veteran measuring wheel, which has traveled more of the Appalachian Trail
and its side trails, than any other mountaineer.
- SLIDE A.T. 175 –
The Hunt Spur down which the Trail descends from Katahdin's Tableland.
- SLIDE A.T. 244 –
A view near the top of the Hunt Spur, where the Trail passes around enormous boulders. Note
the dwarf trees on each side of the Trail, The Katahdin flora is an Artic island - a relict of the
glacier. On the Tableland is stunted spruce, fir, willow and white birch, hardly as thick as one's
wrist, yet over a hundred years old.
- SLIDE A.T. 96 {D 285} A glimpse of the lakes which surround Katahdin--lakes so numerous as to resemble shattered
fragments of a mirror. South Branch Ponds and The Traveler, reached by a short trail from
Katahdin. The Traveler derives its distinctive name from the fact that to voyageurs on the
Penobscot East Branch, it seemed that the mountain traveled with them.
- SLIDE A.T. 88 –
Wassataquoik Lake at the north base of Katahdin. Turner Mountain in the distance.
- SLIDE A.T. 94 –
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How they traveled before the days of the school of Light-Weight Camping Equipment and 10-lb.
packs. This photo was taken in 1901 at an old camp on the Abol Trail up Katahdin. The man
with the lantern is George H. Witherle, who explored more thoroughly in the Katahdin region
than any other individual ever has. His extensive journals have been published. Only in 1933,
was located the last of Witherle’s unrediscovered discoveries.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 148 –
The hiker of today carries a much lighter load than his predecessors of half a century ago. This is
due to the missionary labors of a New England group, which developed the technique of lightweight camping equipment. Here is pictured a 30-lb, load sufficient for one man for a week or 10
days. The pack is the Bergans-Meis, developed in the Norwegian army. Its particular feature is
the metal frame which keeps sharp objects out of the back and prevents soaking of the contents
of pack by perspiration. The tent, which will shelter 2 men, weighs 3 pounds, complete. The
compact down sleeping bag weighs only three and one-half pounds.
All this light-weight equipment is described in LIST Of HIKING, CAMPING AND TRAIL
MAKING EQUIPMENT, issued by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Washington) D.C.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 149 This picture shows the various tools used by Trail Clubs in maintaining the trail. The main
reliance in trail work - except in heavy timber - is the 33-inch pruning shears. The axes are the
Hudsons Bay brand, originally made by the Collins Company for the Hudson Bay trade.
Note the peculiar shape of the blade. The small size is an ideal ax for blazing. The paint for trail
marking comes in quart cans. Experiments have shown that titanium oxide has longest life and
best visibility. Note also the two types of weeders - very useful for cutting out summer growth.
They suggest a Gillette blade held in a forked stick. Note the fire rake, scythes, Maine Forestry
ax (combined ax and mattock) and the woodsmans pal--a glorified machette.
- SLIDE A.T. 248 –
The site of the old Nesowadnehunk Dam on the Penobscot West Branch, where a bridge built by
the C.C.C. has replaced the former canoe crossing. Here occurred one of the epics of the
picturesque Maine lumbering days. Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm tells of the running of
Nesowadnehunk Falls in Chapter 1 of THE PENOBSCOT MAN. These falls were never run.
One batteau crew of 4 white men had carried the terrific weight of their batteau around the Falls
and were waiting for the second boat, manned by Big Sebattis Mitchell, a Passamaquoddy Indian,
and a Penobscot whose name has been forgotten. Suddenly the astonished crew saw a batteau
hover on the brink of the Falls, then plunge over the Falls; it emerged from the maelstrom at the
bottom and swept out of sight around a bend of the river. Inspired by the thrill of doing a “beeg
t’ing” Big Sebat and his companion acted their role too well. When the white crew reached the
scene, both Indians were placidly smoking, with only a few inches of water remaining
in the bottom of the batteau. The pride of the Penobscot men could not brook this challenge.
Slowly and painfully they lugged their batteau back to the head of the Falls. They, too, ran
Nesowadnehunk Falls but only two of the crew of four reached shore and the boat was smashed
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to kindling wood. Perhaps the Indians merely expressed comparative values in those days, when
they said:
"Berry much she blame it us" (that is, himself) "that time John Loss”. (Always to the
Indian Mind John Ross, the head contractor of the drive, was the power that commanded
wind, logs, and weather.) She don’ care so much ‘cause drowned it man, ‘cause she can
get blenty of it men but dose e’er boats she talk ’bout berry hard.”
- SLIDE A.T. 132 –
And now we pause in our Journey to greet the men who have made this trail project a reality.
Benton MacKaye - originator of the project.
- SLIDE A.T. 133 And the late Arthur Perkins, who resurrected the project when practically dead.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 150 –
This shows the other regulation A.T. marker, the diamond-shaped galvanized-iron type. The trail
insignia are printed on the marker. By reason of lower cost ($.025) and greater resistance to
souvenir hunters, this type of markers is the one now generally used. Half an inch of the
galvanized iron nails, by which the marker is fastened, is left protruding to allow for the growth
of the tree.
- SLIDES A. T. 269 and 270 –
These two slides represent the "museum" collection of various markers which have been
designed for The Appalachian Trail since Major Welch designed the original square copper
marker. Call attention to various types, particularly the aluminum markers and the A.M.C.
enameled marker, produced at a cost of 15 cents each, which has become extinct in the White
Mountains where it was put up, due to souvenir hunters. Call attention to the mile markers.
- P.A.T.C. 181 –
The standard Appalachian Trail blaze. App. 2 x 6. Titanium oxide paint is used because of its
longer life and luminous quality at night. Blazes are placed like highway markers in a fore and
aft direction. Great care must be exercised to produce artistic and effective trail marking.
- P.A.T.C. 182 –
The double-blaze, the only blaze symbol approved by the Appalachian Trail Conference. Its
function is to warn of an obscure turn, which might be overlooked otherwise.
- P.A.T.C. 183 –
Important intersections are marked by board signs giving directions and termini.
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- P.A.T.C. 190 –
This is the type of highway marker which is used where trail crosses major highways. Standing
beside sign is its originator. Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier, original A.T. enthusiast who has made more
signs for A.T. than any one person.
- SLIDE A.T. 117 –
Joe Mary Mountain, reached by a 4.2 mile, blue-blazed side trail. This region was the hunting
ground of a famous Penobscot Indian Chief of that name.
- SLIDE A.T. 119 –
A beaver house, such as is frequently seen in the Maine wilderness. This one is on Cooper Brook.
- SLIDE A.T. 208 A very useful approach to the Appalachian Trail at the north end of the Barren-Chairback Range
is by way of Katahdin Iron Works. Beginning around 1870, there was a considerable
development of the Iron Industry In this locality. This slide shows the remains of one of the old
charcoal hearths. With the discovery of the extensive ore fields in the lake states, the industry
here waned, and, if revived, probably will be for the manufacture of sulphuric acid.
The Trail is some two miles from the end of the automobile road beyond Katahdin Iron Works.
- SLIDE A.T. 140 In 1933, after a feasible route had been developed for the route of the Trail, a formidable barrier-the densely covered spruce and fir Chairback- Barren Range of some 20 miles appeared in the
route. Here, Walter D. Greene, Broadway actor and Maine Guide, single-handed cut the Trail
along this ridge crest. It is one of the outstanding feats in Trail building in the eastern Atlantic
States.
- SLIDE A.T. 91 Boarstone Mountain over Onawa Lake - reached by a 2-mile blue-blazed side trail.
- A.T. SLIDE 219 –
This is the east peak of Mt. Bigelow, a range some 20 miles long, which stands guard over the
plains of the Dead River. It takes its name from an officer of Arnold’s Expedition, who is
reputed to have climbed it. Here the Trail route across Maine turns south toward Grafton Notch.
Two twin bare cones, and The Horns, similar in shape and only slightly lower, and The Tarn, a
high-lying mountain pond, are the features of this range. From where the Appalachian Trail turns
south, midway on the range, Game Warden Helon N. Taylor has cut a blue-blazed side trail
along the crest of the mountain extending west 3 miles to Stratton.
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- A.T. SLIDE 265 –
Lean-tos at the Horns Pond, Mt. Bigelow, Built by CCC. Consecutive lean-tos exist at intervals
[of] 10 m. from the Kennebec River to Me.-New Hampshire Line. Here are twin lean-tos.
- A.T. SLIDE 220 –
This is the cone of the symmetrically-shaped Sugarloaf, Maine's second highest mountain. Note
how the mountains pile up to the west, an apt illustration of the wilderness through which the
Trail here leads. This is one of a group of some 11 mountains in western Maine, averaging 4,000
feet in elevation and, outside of Katahdin, easily second in interest in the state.
- A.T. SLIDE 82 –
This is old Speck Mtn., well-known peak of western Maine, where commence the Appalachian
Mountain Club trails. It is notorious for its steepness involving a climb of 2700 ft. in 1-1/2 miles.
- SLIDE A.T. 33 –
This map shows the Trail route through the White Mountains, down the Mahoosuc and CarterMoriah Ranges to Pinkham Notch, then down the Presidential Range, across the Pemigewasset
Wilderness, along the Franconia and Kinsman Ranges to Moosilauke, where the Dartmouth
Outing Club trail system commences. The circles indicate the A.M.C, huts, operating during the
summer, where lodging and meals are available.
- SLIDE A.T. 235 –
Pinkham Notch, the headquarters of the Appalachian Mountain Club hut system. Mt.
Washington is in the background. It is now a headquarters for skiing in winter.
- SLIDE A.T. 1 –
Glen Ellis Falls, a short distance from the Pinkham Notch Camps.
- SLIDE A.T. 79 –
Huntington Ravine, one of the glacial cirques on Mt. Washington. Its ascent is one of the most
difficult trails in the east. The Appalachian Trail is a short distance back to the headwall.
- SLIDE A.T. 236 –
There has been, in the past seven years, a tremendous growth of interest in skiing in the New
England States. The White Mountains have become almost more frequented in winter than in
summer. During the last five years, from Boston alone snow trains have carried 59,000 people to
the skiing centers of New England.
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This photograph shows skiers in Tuckerman Ravine, probably the finest skiing locality in the
Eastern United States and at its best over Memorial Day, when the rest of the Trail, to the south,
is sweltering.
- SLIDE A.T, 76 Traveling south along the Presidential Range--another rock ridge planned [planed] bare by the
glacier. To the right is Mt. Madison which the Trail climbs from Pinkham Notch Huts. In the
center is Mt. Adams. This view is from the Carriage Road up Mt. Washington looking across the
Great Gulf.
- SLIDE A.T. 237 –
The A.M.C. Madison Springs Huts, located in a sag between Madison and Adams, shown on the
preceding slide.
- SLIDE A.T. 77 –
Mt. Jefferson (5725 ft.), 3rd peak from the north in the section of the Presidentials known as the
Northern Peaks. In front are the two “knees” of Jefferson.
- SLIDE A.T. 187 –
A view of Mt. Washington and the Northern Peaks from the air. To right are Tuckerman and
Huntington Ravines and the Great Gulf. These are enormous glacial cirques.
- SLIDE A.T. 4 –
Stunted fir near summit of Mt. Washington. The Flora of the Presidential Range, like that of
Katahdin, is Arctic. The A.M.C. KATAHDIN GUIDE states that, with the exception of the
Sequoia trees of the Pacific Coast, these are the oldest living things.
- SLIDE A.T. 191 –
The summit of Mt. Washington from the air, showing the Carriage Road and the buildings on the
summit. Here a hotel is operated during the summer season.
- SLIDE A.T.78 South of Mt. Washington the Presidential Range is known as the Southern Peaks. The
Appalachian Trail leads along the crest and descends to Crawford Notch at the right
middleground of the slide.
- SLIDE A.T. 190 –
The lower end of the Southern Peaks showing Oakes Gulf, a tremendous chasm between the
Southern Peaks and Montalban Ridge.
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- SLIDE A.T. 8 –
Looking over Crawford Notch from Mt. Willard to Mount Webster from which Trail descends
very steeply some 2500 ft. to Crawford Notch, one of the historic passes in the White Mountains.
To demonstrate its value for a road, in 1773 the discoverer of the pass, Nash, with the aid of one
Sawyer, agreed with Governor Wentworth to take a horse through the pass in return for grant of
land. It is reported that in getting through, in at least one place, the horse was lowered with ropes.
The road was built the next year with the proceeds of a confiscated Tory estate.
- SLIDE A.T. 160 –
Zealand Notch on the Appalachian Trail in New Hampshire. Mt. Carrigain in the background.
- SLIDE A.T. 161 The A.M.C. Zealand Falls Hut
- SLIDE A.T. 74 –
Mt. Lafayette, 5249 ft. in the Franconia Range. This photo is taken from near the A.M.C.
Greenleaf Hut.
- SLIDE A.T. 192 Franconia Ridge from Lonesome Lake. Showing the A.M.C. Huts on Lonesome Lake. Mt.
Lafayette is at the left and Mt. Lincoln in the center on the Skyline.
- SLIDE A.T. 3 –
Profile Lake in Franconia Notch in the White Mountains. Looking north. To the left is Profile or
Cannon Mountain, which the Trail ascends. On its crest is a natural stone table, superimposed on
a boulder, which seen, from below, assumes the shape of a cannon.
- SLIDE A.T. 12 –
An unforgettable part of the White Mountains. The Profile which gives its name to the mountain.
Near here is the recently constructed Cannon Mtn. aerial tramway for skiing use.
- SLIDE A.T. 14 –
The Great Stone Face of Hawthorne’s immortal story or the Judging Christ in the story of the
quest for that representation by the Italian painter, Casola, as told by Edward Roth. There is also
a story about the Great Stone Face, attributed to Daniel Webster. He said: Men hang out signs to
indicate their profession. Thus a watchmaker hangs out the sign of a watch, a dentist hangs out a
tooth as a sign, but up in these mountains God hung out the sign of a man to show that he made
men in New Hampshire.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

33

The ledges, which form the Profile, were found in 1914 to be slipping and they are now fastened
to the mountain by enormous turnbuckles.
- SLIDE A.T. 200 –
Here at Sherburne Pass in Vermont, the Appalachian Trail turns south and then follows the Long
Trail of the Green Mountain Club for 100 miles to the Massachusetts Line. In the foregoing is
the commodious G.M.C. Long Trail Lodge, where the 1934 A.T. Conference was held. Pico
rises 3967 feet directly back of the lodge.
- SLIDE A.T. 202 –
One of the delightful bodies of water which the trail passes in Vermont. Looking over
Shrewsbury Pond. In the background is Killington, a splendid peak--the finest traversed by the
Appalachian Trail in Vermont. With Mansfield and Camels Hump or Couching Lion, it forms
the triad of Vermont’s best peaks.
- SLIDE A.T. 203 –
An instance of the variety on the Trail in Vermont is the gorge of Clarendon River. The Trail
leads along the edge of the gorge and to stumble or slip here would mean, at the best, a very cold
bath.
- SLIDE A.T. 229 –
This is Mt. Greylock, the highest mountain in Massachusetts. It is one of the distinctive peaks of
New England, possessing many alpine features. It has long been the playground of the Williams
College Outing Club and has a well-developed trail system, which, of late, has been developed
for skiing.
- SLIDE A.T. 34 –
A long jump to Mohawk Mountain reached by a short side trail from the Appalachian Trail in
northwestern Connecticut--a reminder of the eastern raids of these savage warriors.
- SLIDE A.T. 171 –
Where the Trail crosses the Hudson River--the lowest elevation on the Trail route. In the
background is Bear Mountain in the Palisades Interstate Park, the first completed section of the
Appalachian Trail.
- SLIDE A.T. 193 –
Delaware Water Gap, one of the well-known resorts along the trail; it has been frequented for
over 100 years. Here commences the section of Trail assigned to the Blue Mountain Club of
Pennsylvania.
- SLIDE A.T. 191 –
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The mountains come steeply down to Delaware Water Gap. To right is Mt. Tammany; to left is
Mt. Minsi.
- SLIDE A.T. 195 –
A view north from Delaware Water Gap toward the well-known Pocono Mountains.
- SLIDE A.T. 196 The narrow uniform crest of the Blue Mountain, as seen from the valley to the south.
- SLIDE A.T. 198 –
Where the Trail crosses the Lehigh River. Here commences the section of Trail assigned to the
Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club, a unique organization of one hundred men and no women.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 145 –
A map showing the route of the Trail south from the Susquehanna River to Tennessee. Here (2)
is where the Trail leaves the Alleghenies and climbs to the Blue Ridge (3). Here are the Michaux
and Mont Alto State Forests in Pennsylvania (5 and 6). In Northern Virginia (l5—24) is
Shenandoah National Park, beyond is 100 miles of the Pedlar Bridge District of the George
Washington National Forest (27-33) and a short section of the Jefferson Forest, then 180 miles of
privately owned land. The Holston section of the Jefferson National Forest commences at New
River, where the Trail swings back to the western rim.
- SLIDE A.T. 262 –
Center Point Knob--midpoint of Appalachian Trail - equidistant from Oglethorpe and Katahdin.
This Monument was erected by the Mountain Club of Baltimore, Maryland. It is near the
northern beginning of the Blue Ridge - about 20 miles of the Susquehanna River in the lower
Central Pennsylvania.
- SLIDE A.T. 223 –
This is a typical example of the lean-to or open shelter, where the traveler must bring complete
equipment and food. It is a type of structure common along the Trail. This is type frequently
built in north woods.
Shelters--closed and open--are absolutely essential to the Trail. The ideal is a continuous chain of
such structures at intervals of a moderate day's journey, say 10 miles. In many sections, such as
the White and Green Mountains and parts of Pennsylvania and Virginia, this goal has been
accomplished. Available public accommodations have also been carefully sought out and
indicated in the Trail data. This meets the needs of the non-camping hiker. Even in the Maine
wilderness, one may tramp 130 miles for 13 days and find, each night, satisfactory public
accommodations in the form of a sporting camp, an institution peculiar to Maine. In the territory
of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club in Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, a similar 14day trip of 190 miles is possible.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 185 -
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This type of lean-to is described in a publication issued by the Conference, giving full
information and plans for building a lean-to. It is much used in southern A.T. Differs from
northern type in narrower opening and in overhang presents maximum protection from weather.
- SLIDE P.A.T C. 126 –
Deer are seen very frequently along the Appalachian Trail in Southern Pennsylvania.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 124 –
Old Charcoal hearths and iron furnaces are frequently seen along the Trail. This one, at
Caledonia Park on the Trail, belonged to Thaddeus Stephens. It was burned by Early in the
Gettysburg campaign of 1863. The event probably did not tend to soften the bitterness later
displayed by Stephens in the Reconstruction Days.
- SLIDE A.T. 261 –
Historic Harpers Ferry--where the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers meet and break through the
Blue Ridge. Scene of John Brown's raid--captured and recaptured times without number in the
Civil War. The Appalachian Trail crosses river on bridge here and climbs heights.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 146 –
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club’s Range View Shelter --in the northern Shenandoah Park.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 86 –
Twenty miles of the crest line Appalachian Trail in the Virginia Blue Ridge. Center background
is Mt. Marshall, formerly a part of the Blue Ridge lands of the famous Chief Justice. In the
center is Marys Rock above Thornton Gap and the Lee Highway.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 151 –
Another typical scene of Blue ridge territory. This view is from the Bluff Trail in the Northern
Shenandoah National Park.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 134 –
The original P.A.T.C. Sexton Shelter; picturesque Old Rag Mountain in background. This shelter
was torn down and has been replaced by the larger Sexton Shelter in the George Washington
National Forest.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 136 –
The Great Stone Face of the South—Stony Man Mountain in the Shenandoah National Park
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- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 85 Stony Man Mountain from one of the cabins at Skyland, a widely known mountain resort and the
recreational center of the Shenandoah National Park.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 90 –
Hemlocks at Furnace Spring on the Appalachian Trail at Skyland. Copper ore from Stony Man
Mountain was smelted here prior to the Civil War.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 76 An odd cloud over the Shenandoah Valley, which separates the Blue Ridge and Allegheny
Mountains. In the center is Masanutten Mountain, which divides the valley in two halves. On the
summit of the cone of the sharp point midway this ridge, the P.A.T.C. has one of its eleven
closed shelters.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 88 –
The Shenandoah national Park is noted for the beauty of its waterfalls. White Oak Run drops
1500 ft. within a mile. It has 6 cascades, over 50 ft. each. This is the first fall.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 143 –
Hawksbill Mountain (4,041 ft.), the highest Peak on the Appalachian Trail south of Killington in
Vermont. Here is a dense growth of spruce and fir, a rare species in these latitudes.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 108 –
Another Blue Ridge waterfall - on Cedar Run at the base of Hawksbill Mountain.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 141 –
The schoolhouse built for Blue Ridge Mountain children by former President Hoover, near his
Rapidan Camp and just east of the Appalachian Trail.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 139 –
Old Rag - a picturesque mountain off the Blue Ridge, reached by marked side trails.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 105 –
A mountain family in a hollow near the Trail (Boot Dodson in Hazel Hollow). These people
came into these mountain hollows and were left behind by a civilization which moved westward.
The names of the mountaineers are those of distinguished American families.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 103 –
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A typical mountaineer’s cabin.
In use among these people, one finds many words now obsolete. Thus your pack is referred to as
a “poke”, the cow in the field, if the hollow is rich enough to possess one, is a “beef critter”, the
hemlock is a “sprucepine”, the spruce is the "he-balsam" and fir is a "she-balsam".
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 116 –
The beginning of the Pedlar Division of the George Washington National Forest (former Natural
Bridge National Forest). Southwest from Bald Mountain.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 177 –
Bald Knob in the central portion of the George Washington Forest. Here the relocated trail
follows a section known as the religious range. The Priest, Cardinal, Friar.
- SLIDE A.T. 21 –
Where the Trail crosses the James River.
- SLIDE A.T. 24 –
The Natural Bridge of Virginia, a few miles from the Trail. The Lee Highway crosses the top of
the Bridge.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 63 –
Camp Kewenzee on Apple Orchard Mountain on top of the Blue Ridge. Its proprietor is Gus
Welch, noted former Carlisle Indian athlete and former football Coach of American University.
It is the scene of many trail club excursions.
- SLIDE A.T. 114 –
Sharp Top, one of Virginia’s famous Peaks of Otter.
- SLIDE A.T. 17 –
Near where the Trail crosses the Nolichucky River in Tennessee. (Flattop 5000 ft. in background,
reached by a side trail.)
- SLIDE A.T. 184 –
Where the Great Smokies begin--the Master Chain of the Southern Appalachians. In the
centerground is White Rock or Sharp Top rising above the Big Pigeon River, the eastern
boundary of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Mt. Guyot, the third highest peak east of
the Mississippi, is in the foreground.
- SLIDE A.T. 38 -
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A view of the summit of Sharp Top or White Rock, 5500 ft.
- SLIDE A.T. 40 –
Mt. Guyot, 6620 ft., a dense mass of spruce and fir, third highest peak east of the Mississippi. It
is named for Arnold Guyot, a Swiss scientist, whose ten years of exploration in the. Appalachian
Mountains have never been equaled. Much of the nomenclature of the Great Smoky Mountains
is due to Guyot’s explorations.
- SLIDE A.T. 45 –
A typical cross-section of the Great Smokies. This photo might be almost anywhere. It shows
how these ridges pile up in an endless fashion.
- SLIDE A.T. 46 In the Great Smokies, Mt, Kephart (center), named for the late Horace Kephart, noted authority
on woodcraft. Mr. Kephart did much to promote the Appalachian Trail in the south.
- SLIDE A.T. 185 –
Mt. Le Conte - an outlier of the Great Smokies. From its immediate base to its summit, it is said
to be the highest mountain in the eastern states. This view is from the air, showing the three tops.
The State Line between Tennessee and North Carolina is in the middleground.
- SLIDE A.T. 52 –
Rainbow Falls on Mt. Le Conte. The Trail from Cherokee Orchard at Gatlinburg passes
underneath the Falls.
- SLIDE A.T. 49 ~
A frosty morning at the cabin on the summit of Le Conte. Note the dense growth of spruce and
fir, which is characteristic of the ridge crest of eastern Smoky. One would think that he was in
the north woods.
- SLIDE A.T. 53 –
Alum Cave Bluff on Mt. Le Conte. Various salts ware mined here before the Civil War and
taken out on horseback. The figure at the bottom of the picture indicates the size of the cave.
- SLIDE A.T. 54 –
The Chimneys--fantastically shaped, eroded peaks just west of the one Highway, which crosses
the Great Smokies at Newfound Gap. They offer a steep scramble.
~ SLIDE A.T. 59 –

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

39

Clingmans Dome, 6641 ft., the highest point on the Appalachian Trail.
- SLIDE A.T. 183 –
The Great Smokies west from Siler’s Bald; some 30 miles of the State Line. West of the
Highway, which crosses the Great Smokies at Newfound Gap, the character of the region
changes. Hardwoods replace the spruce and fir of eastern Smoky; and the narrow crest-line ridge
broadens. One of the stunts in traveling this section is to watch for the last conifer.
- SLIDE A.T. 62 –
Thunderhead in the Great Smokies. These “balds” are frequent in the southern Appalachians.
There is no satisfactory biological explanation for the absence of trees on their summits. The
name Thunderhead is very much a misnomer for the quiet and peace of this scene.
- SLIDE A.T. 65 –
Gregory, another bald in the Great Smokies.
- SLIDE A.T. 186 –
Parsons Bald, near the western end of the Great Smokies.
- SLIDE A.T. 70 –
Lake Santeetlah in view from the Trail on Yellow Creek Mountains. It is the result of a power
dam on the Cheoah River--the substitute for the northern glacial lakes.
- SLIDE A.T 71 –
Nantahala Gorge at the base of Nantahala Mountains, where the Trail swings from the Great
Smokies back to the Blue Ridge. The word is Cherokee for “Land-of-Noonday-Sun”, meaning
that the gorge was so deep that the sun’s rays could penetrate its depths only at noon.
- SLIDE A.T. 18 –
Doomed to be soon a lost species--a chestnut. Great forests of chestnuts have been exterminated
by the chestnut blight, a fungus growth which spread south in 1905 from Central Park in New
York City. Only in the southern Appalachians will be found trees not yet attacked by the blight.
The species was formerly of very considerable commercial importance. In the Shenandoah a
section of dead trees, known as the “Ghost Forest”, is preserved as a reminder of the lost species.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 9 –
A blight victim and a problem in trail maintenance. This is the famous English folding cross-cut
saw in use.
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- SLIDE A.T. 23 –
Purple rhododendron in the Nantahala.
- SLIDE A.T. 16 Mountain laurel known to the Mountaineers as ivy. The rhododendron is laurel. Note the fawn
hidden in the laurel at the base of the photograph.
- SLIDE A.T. 27 –
A famous peak in the southern Blue Ridge - Grandfather Mountain. It derives its name, either
from its profile or the hoary beard-like appearance of the rhododendron and laurel on its crest,
when covered with frost.
- SLIDE A.T. 25 –
Looking Glass Mountain in the Pisgah National Forest. Like Grandfather, this peak is not on the
Appalachian Trail. This peak is in the Pisgah National Forest and the photo is shown because of
its odd appearance.
- SLIDE A.T. 32 Blood (right) and, Slaughter (center) Mountains in the Chattahoochee National Forest. The
former is Georgia’s highest peak on the Appalachian Trail. The names are reminiscent of an
early Indian battle. Forty miles beyond is Mt. Oglethorpe, the southern terminus of the
Appalachian Trail, where the Appalachian Mountains end abruptly.
- SLIDE A.T. 205 We are now at the southern end of the Blue Ridge. This is Mt. Oglethorpe. As this rather
unsatisfactory view indicates, Mt. Oglethorpe is not, in itself, an impressive mountain. Its
distinctiveness lies in the fact that it is the southern end of the Appalachian Chain.
- SLIDE A.T. 206 –
This is the memorial, on the summit of Mt. Oglethorpe, to the founder of the colony of Georgia.
This towering white shaft is the southern zero milestone of the Appalachian Trail. Beyond is the
flat coastal plain. The mountains are no more. Our 2050 mile journey has ended.
- SLIDE P.A.T.C. 24 –
These typical scenes bring us to the end of the Appalachian Trail. Our journey ends in autumn,
when the woods are a riot of color - flaming crimson, burnished gold and the deepest of yellows.
We thus take our leave of the Appalachian Trail, a master footpath, remote for detachment,
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narrow for chosen company, winding for leisure and lonely for contemplation. It leads not
merely north and south but upward to the body, mind and spirit of man.
March 2, 1939. Arthur Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to our conversation of this afternoon, we should like to have a section on mountain
climbing, etc., in the 1940 issue of the Arrow Guide.
It was your suggestion, which meets with our entire approval, that this should be divided into
three sections, viz: Mountain Climbing, Appalachian Trail and Katahdin.
Enclosed is a copy of the letter which we have written to Mr. Greaton this afternoon.
Assuring you of our appreciation,
March 4, 1939. Everett Greaton to A.T. Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland, Me.
Dear Mr. Spring:
We are now getting ready to work on our mountain booklet, so at this time I am not in a position
to tell you just how much material we are going to use.
In the course of the next two or three weeks I will have this well underway.
March 6, 1939. William H. Myshrall, Proprietor, White House Camps, to Jean Stephenson.
[Hand-written]
Dear Friend:
We live up here all winter so have not gotten to town much, this has been very cold winter, this
way.
Please excuse me in being so slow in answering your letter—only been out once so far. Our rates
are $3.50 per day to all. Mr. Avery understood this, I’m sure. About the large boat trip—we will
be very reasonable on that—the dates August 28th and 29th are fine for me.
We are looking forward to meeting you folks and will do our best to make you happy. It is very
pretty to third Debs. [Debsconeag Pond] and will be glad to show the crowd around over there.
March 7, 1939. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
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Herewith I am enclosing the literature dealing with Baxter State Park which you requested. I
believe this answers all your inquiries. If there is anything more we can get, we will try and dig it
out.
As the Legislature is still in session there have not been any appropriations made for Baxter State
Park.
I talked with Ralph Billings today, and he says that the C.C.C. project for the trail has not as yet
been written up. Mr. Billings has resigned recently from his position in the C.C.C., and is going
into private work. His successor has not yet been decided upon. As soon as I find out who he is, I
will let you know.
March 8, 1939. J. M. Harris, Troutdale Camps, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:I am not sure that you can any longer count on the help of the CCC contingent, however, if you
can and there is a chance to do so, the trail from here to Blanchard should be gone over in spring
or early summer rather than the last part of the season. I know that you will likely be busy on the
other end of it due to the Conference, but if any use is to be made of it in1939, it should be gone
over as soon as it can be done.
I wish we could help but we have our own troubles due to the storm, and it is simply impossible.
The part through the burn land is, of course, the worst. One good thing is that when this storm is
cleaned up, there is little left to fall.
We had several very fine young men come over the trail in1938. They all seemed to enjoy the
stay at Troutdale and a Mr. Sosman from Westfield expects to come back in1939. He is well
acquainted with some of our guests from Westfield. He thought the trail abominable, however,
and he perhaps wrote you so. It is really a terrible problem and I wish I could solve it by taking
care of that end but it just isn’t possible just yet.
We had the best season in 1938 in ten years. Bookings for 1939 are far in advance of any other
season for May.
March 9, 1939. Emma Garrigan, Asst. Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are enclosing copy of a letter which we received from Mr. Greaton of the Maine
Development Commission.
March 15, 1939. Myron Avery to R. E. Billings, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
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I was very sorry to learn on a recent flying visit to Maine that you had terminated your
connection with the CCC. You had indicated to me on several occasions that this might happen
but, by reason of our very pleasant contacts, I had hoped that your connection would at least
continue during this year.
I thought that I would write you to ask the situation with respect to the work on the Trail from
the Bridgton and Jefferson Camps which we discussed when I was last at Augusta. You will
recall that I later sent to you details showing how the work east of the Kennebec could be
accomplished.
You will understand why this is of particular concern to us this year by reason of the Conference
in Maine and the trips over the Trail. We have to date some fifty reservations. Mr. Fechner has
written that he will attend the Conference. By reason of your interest and the possibility which
you outlined of the Jefferson Camp accomplishing some work east of the Kennebec, I felt highly
elated as to the possibilities of restoring the Trail to its condition before the hurricane damage
occurred. Your resignation, as you will appreciate, leaves me decidedly in a depressed frame of
mind as to this. It is a very real problem. I am hoping that before you left, the plans for the Camp
work had advanced to the state where these projects were included, so that they will receive
attention. If not--and if it remains for your successor to include these projects--it would be of
very real help to us if you could discuss the situation with him and urge their inclusion.
You will understand, I am sure, my perturbed feeling in the matter and the difficulty of obtaining
information as to what is done locally at this distance. It will be of very considerable assistance
to me if you would write me as to the exact situation. I shall probably be in Maine during the last
week in March and if I knew the status of the matter, it might afford me an opportunity to discuss
the situation.
Copy to Mr. Stubbs Mr. Attwood Mr. Sawyer Mr. Taylor
March 18, 1939. Myron Avery to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Camps
Dear Mr. Harris:
1 am pleased to hear from you again.
I am very glad to know that the travel over the Trail has resulted in very satisfactory contacts for
you. It goes a long ways to make up for that unpleasant experience with the Philadelphia hiker,
whom, incidentally, I have been unable to trace. I do not see how these people could do other
than enjoy their stay at Troutdale Cabins. My own visits there have been all too short.
I think that your experience will be the same as that of other Camp proprietors; that is, that you
will find that some of these people will make a particular point of returning to your Camps,
having made their initial acquaintance through the Trail route.
I happen to know Mr. Sosman who traveled quite a long section of the Trail.
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I have been much concerned over the situation on the west side of Moxie Mountain. Mr. Sosman
may have found it bad last year but it was infinitely worse before McNeil’s relocation cut down
the amount of burned land to be traversed. Mr. Stubbs tells me that the telephone line is to be
relocated down The Appalachian Trail, which would bring with it a certain amount of
maintenance by the fire warden, which should improve conditions. There is still a possibility that
we may get some work from the CCC during the summer. This will not be determined for two or
three months yet.
Apart from that, as you know, our Conference funds are distinctly limited and the amount which
we could devote to obtaining help in this section would be small. I appreciate your interest in the
area and your expression of desire to be able to help with the maintenance. It is of course true
that many camp proprietors along the route maintain and keep in good order the sections of Trail
adjacent to their Camps because they are used by their guests, independently of The Appalachian
Trail travel. It is, of course, a fact that some of your guests should be interested in Moxie
Mountain and the building of the lean-to on the east side of the mountain affords a base for those
going to Moxie Pond.
If you have any specific suggestions as to how we could handle this thing, I should be very glad
to have them. You probably have received the notices of our Conference at Katahdin. There has
been, for a number of years, a demand for affording an opportunity to the Conference people to
visit the area and the selection of Daicey Pond was in response to that. I wish it were possible to
stretch out our trip across Maine so that these people might have an opportunity to visit
Troutdale Camps at this time. We can hope that it will be possible at a later period.
I am pleased to know that things are looking up for 1939 also. I hope to be back in your section
very soon again and if there are any developments or if you have any suggestions as to how we
can handle these maintenance problems, I hope you will let me hear from you.
March 18, 1939. Francis C. Peaks, Dover-Foxcroft, to Myron H. Avery, Supervisor,
Appalachian Trail Club, Lubec, Maine
My dear Sir:
I have known of you for a long time, as being deeply interested in the Appalachian Trail across
the State of Maine, and so I venture to write you, to ask if any of your Club members might be
interested in a 1000-acre tract of forest, which is crossed by the Trail on its extreme Easterly side,
and which extends to the Bar Harbor-Moosehead Lake Highway two miles away to the West.
The property completely embraces two lakes; one, somewhat over a mile in length (with two
beautiful wooded islands), offers ample facilities for landing of planes, and the other (smaller)
empties into the larger lake by way of a rapid mountain stream. Both are natural trout waters and
furnish excellent trout and salmon fishing. The shores are high and especially desirable for
Country Club or Community development. A 70-foot Fall at the outlet of the larger lake offers
opportunity for power development for the property, if desired.
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On one side of the larger lake the land rises precipitately to a height which makes possible an
unusual development for ski-jumping. The forest growth is mixed pine, spruce and old-growth
hard wood, and abounds in all kinds of game of the region.
The property offers a combination of seclusion and accessibility in rare degree. Should any of
your Club members be interested in such a tract along the Appalachian Trail, I should be glad to
furnish particulars upon request.
March 20, 1939. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery
DEAR MR. AVERY:
IT WAS WITH SINCERE REGRET THAT I LEARNED OF YOUR RECENT ILLNESS
OF BRONCHIAL PNEUMONIA, AND TRUST THAT BY NOW YOU HAVE
COMPLETELY RECOVERED. AS SPRING NEARS IT BRINGS TO MIND SOME OF THE
PROBLEMS TO BE CONFRONTED ALONG THE TRAIL THIS SEASON, AS A RESULT
OF THE HURRICANE IN NEW ENGLAND THE ENTIRE SECTION OF TRAIL MUST
HAVE SUFFERED TO THE EXTENT OF COMPLETE OBLITERATION IN CERTAIN
AREAS, AND OF COURSE THERE ARE SOME SPOTS WHERE NO DAMAGE WAS
DONE. HOWEVER I BELIEVE THESE SPOTS ARE DECIDEDLY IN THE MINORITY.
SUBSEQUENT TO THE BLOW I WAS NOT ABLE TO MAKE A PERSONAL SURVEY OF
MY SECTION OF TRAIL DUE TO PRESSURE OF OTHER DUTIES, BUT AM RELIABLY
INFORMED THAT THE SECTION GOING WEST FROM THE SUMMIT OF
SADDLEBACK DID NOT SUFFER SEVERE DAMAGE AND WILL PROBABLY NOT
REQUIRE RE-LOCATION TO AVOID IMPASSABLE BLOWDOWNS. I HAVE NOT
COVERED THE SECTION FROM ORBETON STREAM WEST TO THE TOWER SINCE
ITS COMPLETION SO AM NOT POSTED ON THAT AREA AS REGARDS ITS GENERAL
CONDITION. I HOPE TO BE ABLE TO GET OVER THE ENTIRE SECTION FROM
ORBETON STREAM TO THE HOUGHTON-OQUOSSOC ROAD THIS SPRING AND DO
WHAT I CAN TO RE-HABILATE IT TO SOME SEMBLANCE OF ITS FORMER
CONDITION. I KNOW A LARGE NUMBER OF TREES MUST BE ACROSS THE TRAIL
BETWEEN ORBETON AND THE TOWER AS THE WIND SUCKS UP THE DRAW
AROUND POPLAR RIDGE WITH TERIFFIC FORCE EVEN IN A MILD GALE.
SOME DAMAGE HAS OCCURRED TO THE SABBATH DAY POND SHELTER AND I
WILL PERSONALLY SEE THAT IT IS REPAIRED AMD MADE HABITABLE AS SOON
AS SNOW CONDITIONS PERMIT. AT THE TIME OF WRITING THERE IS FROM FIVE
TO SIX FEET OF SNOW COVER IN THE WOODS, WE HAVE HAD NO REAL THAW
SINCE LAST DECEMBER, AND EVEN NOW CONTINUES COLD AND WITH NO
IMMEDIATE PROSPECTS OF AN EARLY SPRING. I AM GLAD TO LEARN THAT THE
CONFERENCE IS COMING TO MAINE THIS YEAR, WHILE I DO NOT EXPECT TO BE
ABLE TO ATTEND, IT MAY BE POSSIBLE THAT YOU WILL SEE ME THERE FOR A
DAY OR SO AT LEAST.
I NOTE WITH REGRET THE DEATH OF MR. TORREY. WHILE I HAD NEVER
PERSONALLY KNOWN HIM I HAVE CORRESPONDED WITH HIM, HE WAS A VERY
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ARDENT AND ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORTER OF THE TRAIL AND HIS LOSS WILL
MOST CERTAINLY BE DEEPLY FELT. THE LOSS OF THE GREENVILLE CCC CAMP
WILL ENTAIL ADDITIONAL WORK FOR THE CREWS FROM BRIDGTON I EXPECT.
THOSE CREWS HAVE HAD TRAIL EXPERIENCE NOW AND SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO
CONSIDERABLE WORK AND OF A HIGH STANDARD, PROVIDED THAT THEY WILL
BE AVAILABLE THIS YEAR. SO FAR I KNOW OF NO LOGGING OPERATIONS WHICH
MIGHT HAVE OBLITERATED THE TRAIL IN THE AREA FROM ORBETON STREAM
TO OLD SPEC, HOWEVER THE MAPS OF THE CUTTING AREAS ARE NOT ALL IN
YET AND WILL CHECK UP ON THEM AND FORWARD THE INFORMATION TO YOU
AS SOON AS SAME IS AVAILABLE TO ME.
INASMUCH AS THE TRAIL HAS PROVEN TO BE OF GREAT USE TO THE MAINE
FORESTRY DISTRICT FOR FIRE SUPPRESSION IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT
PERHAPS A FEW MAN DAYS MIGHT BE AVAILABLE FROM THAT SOURCE USING
SOME OF THE PATROLMEN AND WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST THAT IF A
GUIDEBOOK IS AVAILABLE THAT A COMPLIMENTARY COPY BE SENT TO MR.
HAROLD W. YORK, CHIEF FIRE WARDEN, OQUOSSOC, ME. A FEW DAYS AGO IN
NEW HAMPSHIRE IN CONVERSATION WITH A STATE GAME WARDEN I WAS TOLD
THAT THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE WAS CONSIDERABLY CONCERNED ABOUT
THE FIRE HAZARD THIS YEAR AND WOULD PROBABLY DEFINITELY CLOSE THE
WOODS TO ALL PERSONS, OR IN OTHER WORDS ENFORCE AN ALL SUMMERS BAN.
ADMITTEDLY THE FIRE SITUATION IS SOMEWHAT MORE SERIOUS THAN LAST
YEAR BUT IT DOES NOT SEEM TO ME THAT SUCH DRASTIC ACITON IS
NECESSARY OR ADVISABLE, NOTHING MAY COME OF IT ANYWAY. AN
OCCURRENCE OF THAT TYPE IN MAINE WOULD VERY SERIOUSLY DISRUPT THE
PROSPECTS OF A GOOD SUMMER SEASON. WELL I THINK I HAVE COVERED
ABOUT EVERYTHING I HAD IN MIND, MY FAMILY AND MYSELF ARE IN GOOD
HEALTH. I WILL KEEP YOU POSTED ON DEVELOPMENTS AS THE SEASON OPENS
UP.
March 20, 1939. Elfred H. Edgerly, Boston, Mass., to George T. Carlisle, Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Carlisle:
During my talk yesterday with Mr. John W. Worthington of Boston, just returned from a visit to
K.I. and who called upon you in Bangor, and who--among other things, told you of August
Camp's plan to make camp this year at K.I., he advised me that you told him that the land upon
which the proposed camp is to be made does not, in fact, belong to Mrs. Green, the person with
whom I negotiated for its use.
I'm not now a member of the August Camp Committee, though for nearly fifteen years
previously I have been its Chairman.
It was I who, in October, 1937, “scouted" this region for the present Committee, and it was I who
made all of the preliminary arrangements for this year's Camp--and who am still continuing to
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lend the Committee a hand, all subject to the acceptance and ratification by the present
Committee; so it is I who must now ascertain "what's what" with respect to campsite matter.
When, in 1937, I visited W. L. Arnold, for the purpose of ascertaining the locations and
ownership of such sites as might be suitable for our needs, this together with certain other
information we needed, in order to quickly accomplish the object of my visit, he promptly
directed me to see Mrs. Green.
Accordingly, I called upon Mrs. Green, told her what I sought and then visited the several
potential sites suggested by her; we finally made our selection, and then "closed the deal."
The site selected is that part of a large hayfield, the northerly end of which borders on the River,
at the road bridge, near the west shore of Silver Lake.
From what Mr. Worthington told me, of his conversation with you--anent the ownership of the
site in question, it appeared remotely possible that there might be some question about Mrs.
Green's right to rent us the site in question.
Therefore, may I not now ask you to let me know definitely whether or not you regard our
contract with Mrs. Green one that will stand the test of legality.
Since all arrangements are now practically completed, it would--as you may judge, prove very
awkward were we to be called upon to alter our plans.
And by the way, I note in our 1938 Register that you have been a member of the Appalachian
Mountain Club since 1935. That being the case, you will find in March Bulletin our first notice
for 1939 August Camp.
And now, just a few words in order to acquaint you with the character of an August Camp--in the
event that you do not already know about it.
It is a tent camp, made each year in some remote region. Its primary object is to gain as complete
a knowledge of the regions visited as we are able; this for the benefit and general information of
all of our members.
Those attending Camp are mostly adults--of the more strenuous type, and they not only climb
everything in sight and oftentimes beyond, but they visit everything of natural beauty and
interest. Everybody in Camp goes out on a regularly scheduled trip every day. These trips are
graded with respect to the physical abilities of two or more groups in Camp, and there are rarely
less than two different trips each day. It is very rare indeed that one may find a member in Camp
during the day. They comprise a very busy party.
We pitch 40-odd tents and in each Section may be found from 35 to 50 registrants.
Maine woodsmen comprise our Paid Staff.
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The Cook, a lifelong woods cook and now operating his own timber tract, has been with us since
1927.
Our "manager", himself a Sporting Camp owner, guide, trapper and fire warden--in his own
district, has been with us since 1924.
The "boy", woods born and bred, was with us in 1924, then went to Michigan, and finally
returned to us in 1935.
There is nothing haphazard in the manner in which these Camps are run.
Our daily trips are conducted by experienced leaders and the conduct of Camp--and its program,
is carried out in strict accordance with the Club's best traditions, built up over a period of over
sixty years.
I tell you these things in order that you may have at least a sketchy knowledge of just what an
August Camp is, and what may be expected of it, because I have a rather intimate knowledge of
the manner in which timberland owners are accustomed to view such excursions into the regions
over which they exercise control.
And now, if you can make it convenient to let me know just what you consider to be the status of
our contract with Mrs. Green, I will greatly appreciate the favor, and remain…
{P.S. Last year’s Camp was in Flagstaff on the Dead River.}
March 21, 1939. Myron Avery to Mrs. E. W. York, Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond,
Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mrs. York:
I am enclosing a carbon copy of the letter I wrote under date of February 6th. I rather imagine
that travel conditions have been such that mail has been delivered very infrequently and this is
the reason why I have not heard from you. I am, however, enclosing a copy of the letter, in the
event that the original of my letter of February 6th went astray, so that you can reply to it.
There is one thing further that I might say in connection with item 5 of that letter. It was my
understanding that the representative from the Lewiston Journal would be camping and entirely
independent of our arrangements, so that from our point of view, it would not really matter
whether she came or not. I would like, however, to have you confirm this. Is it Mrs. Whitney that
you have in mind?
We shall be much interested to hear about your plans with respect to the garage as bearing on the
meeting place for the Conference sessions. Someone has suggested that, if everything else failed,
we might use the CCC barracks at the Foster Campground for one day's meeting, but I doubt if
there would be any seating facilities.
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We have had one very interesting development. Quite a number of people from Washington have
manifested a desire to camp. This would be very much to our advantage in supplementing the
limited facilities available for cabins. The difficulty, of course, in camping comes from the
various people all trying to cook and do all of the chores in that connection as well as attend the
sessions and trips. It was suggested that it might be a much more feasible arrangement to hire a
guide and for him to do the cooking. There are about twenty people here who manifested an
interest in this arrangement. I am, accordingly, writing to you about it. Do you think it would be
possible to hire for this period of eight days, say from Friday, the 13th of August, to Saturday,
the 26th, someone to do the cooking for twenty people in the campground. Could this be done by
one person, if the rest of the party were to help with the washing dishes, etc.? If so, at what rate
do you think that somebody could be procured? I had thought that you might know of somebody
at Greenville or in the vicinity with whom a definite arrangement for a fixed price to cook for a
certain number of people could be made. Whether it would be advisable to have the food
purchased by this person or to have the order made up by the party here and bought at Greenville
and sent in is another thing as to which I would like to have your advice.
It will take quite a little time to hear from you and as the plans of so many of these people are
dependent upon this possibility, it would help greatly if you could give me a definite answer as to
whether this could be done and what the cost would be. In the event that more than one person
would be required, what arrangement could be made in that respect and the cost of the two
people for the cooking, etc.
We hope that some such an arrangement can be worked out, for it will provide for a great many
extra people and relieve the congestion and difficulties at the Campground. If you have any
better idea than what I have suggested, please let us have the benefit of it. It does seem though
that it would simplify our problems a great deal if we could arrange for the cooking for this
group who wish to camp. There would, of course, be others coming from various sections who
are camping who would look after their own cooking. It will help greatly if you can let me hear
from you on this point as soon as possible and as definitely as you can do it at this time. We
would, of course, want to make sure that we get a thoroughly competent cook, so that the meals
would be satisfactory.
Copy to Miss Stephenson, Mr. Heard
March 22, 1939. George T. Carlisle to Alfred H. Edgerly
Dear Mr. Edgerly:
I am very glad to have your letter of March 20th regarding the August Camp of the Appalachian
Mountain Club. I am very glad to note that the Club plans to locate at K. I. and I wish personally
to cooperate in any way that I am able.
Please do not be disturbed regarding my conversation with Mr. Worthington because I do not
wish it to appear that we were not pleased that the camp was to locate there. Mr. Worthington in
the course of his remarks stated that they were locating on land owned by Mrs. Green. The
Piscataquis Iron Works Corporation, of which I am Treasurer, owns all of the land in the vicinity
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of the Iron Works, comprising some 30,000 acres. Mrs. Green for a number of years has leased
certain portions and a house from us and formerly made some use of the farm land. She has no
authority to sublet.
Please go ahead with your plans and take no notice of this interruption as it is a matter that we
will straighten out with Mrs. Green. I certainly trust that your camp will be very much of a
success and if there is any way we can cooperate, please let us know.
March. 27, 1939. Myron Avery to Harold W. York. Chief Fire Warden, Oquossoc, Maine
Dear Mr. York:
Mr. Gordon Hunt, who is a member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and very much
interested in The Appalachian Trail across Maine, suggested to me recently that you would be
interested in having a copy of our Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. I have sent this to
you under separate cover, together with a copy of our booklet, The Silver Aisle, and a
publication recently issued by The Appalachian Trail Conference, known as Appalachian
Trailway News.
Our map for western Maine is unfortunately not as detailed as those farther east but it does
furnish data for an area for which maps are somewhat scarce.
1 hope to have the pleasure of making your acquaintance sometime when I am in the Rangeley
area again.
Very sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery Chairman, Board of Managers,
The Appalachian Trail Conference 2033 Rosemount Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
March 27, 1939. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine
Dear Gordon:
I have your letter of March 20th and I am very glad to hear from you again. I appreciate very
much your bearing in mind to let me know of conditions in that section of Maine. It would be
difficult otherwise to keep in close touch with developments in that area and the connection of
your work with the lumber companies gives you a better opportunity to pass on the information
which we need to have so we can keep abreast of the lumbering and the other changes.
We had quite a siege of it. Since I came back from the hospital, Mrs. Avery was taken with
practically the same thing and went to the hospital. Two days afterwards, both boys came down,
requiring the attendance of twenty-four hour nurses for a couple of weeks. We are not exactly
out of the woods yet, for this thing seems to leave a susceptibility to colds, etc., which caught up
again with all of us for the second time, sending the boys to bed for two or three weeks. I have
never known an occasion when I looked forward so eagerly to summer and hot weather, for this
seems to be the only cure.
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I am glad to know that your family has escaped. Sylvia must be quite a girl by now. I suppose
you have finished your house and I shall look forward to seeing it when I am next in Rangeley.
As you will probably remember, when we were last there, we were in such a rush that we did not
have time to make the trip.
I am very glad to have your opinion as to the extent of the storm damage to the Trail in western
Maine. When the scheme for getting the W.P.A. work fell through last fall, I took this up as a
matter of CCC work. As you know, Congress has appropriated $5,000,000 for the hurricane
damage work in New England and the situation with respect to the fire on the South Arm Road
and the attitude of the lumber companies made it a particularly favorable time to press the
reclearing of the Trail on this score. I was quite optimistic as to getting the work done from the
Bridgton Camp again which would be particularly favorable because of Mr. Hicks’ connection.
However, Mr. Billings’ resignation, before the submission of the work plans, has left me in
considerable doubt as to how the matter stands. I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have
written to him which will give you all of the information that I have. Of course, I shall follow up
this matter as much as possible and make every effort to try and get the program accomplished.
Under the circumstances, I should think that we would be successful.
We are sending to you under separate cover a dozen copies of The Appalachian Trailway News
which I think you will find of interest and would care to distribute to some of your acquaintances.
I am also enclosing copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. York, as you suggest.
We expect to issue in June a Supplement to the Maine Guide and I will of course see that you
receive a copy.
The Conference at Katahdin is attracting a great deal of attention and our problem is, I think,
going to be one of not having sufficient space for all who wish to come. I think we will have a
very fine meeting and I hope that you can arrange to attend at least on Saturday and Sunday.
Helon Taylor is considering the matter and perhaps the two of you could come together.
I attended a little while ago a meeting in New Hampshire where one of the officials of the White
Mountains National Forest was present. Only about half of the trails in the Forest will be usable
but no general ban against travel in the Forest, which covers much of New Hampshire, is
contemplated, unless fire conditions should become unduly critical. The situation there is, I
understand, almost beyond belief. One section of the Trail in the western part of the State
between Mt. Moosilauke and the Green Mountains is impassable and constitutes quite a problem.
I have been in Maine two or three times during the winter and I have wished that these trips
might have been in the summer so that I could use a weekend to get into the Rangeley section. I
do expect to cover the relocated Trail on Bigelow at some time during this summer but with the
Conference, I am not sure how much farther west I will be able to get.
I shall count on your keeping me fully advised as to developments and I will let you know of any
change in the situation with respect to the CCC activities.
March 27,1939. Alfred Edgerly to George T. Carlisle 12 Hammond St. Bangor, Maine
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Dear Mr.Carlisle:
Many appreciative thanks for your most welcome letter of Mar. 22nd. setting us straight on
matters pertaining to campsite and, at the same time, offering your valued co-operation. That's
fine.
And now, perhaps, you may be able and willing to answer a question that has been for some time
disturbing the serenity of mind in both Mr. Worthington and me.
Both of us have gained a more-or-less firsthand knowledge of the technique of the drive,
Worthington in Penobscot, Machias and Allagash waters etc., and I in Kennebec, Androscoggin
and Connecticut headwaters, but we recently encountered a term which set us violently aguessing.
In a U. of M. Bulletin, entitled "The Penobscot Boom", we several times encountered reference
to a "ROLLING DAM". Neither of us had ever met that "contraption"--at least not under that
designation, nor have we ever seen it elsewhere referred to--by that name.
Possibly we should be able to guess what such a dam looks like and for what particular purpose
it was constructed, but that could never be better than sheer guessing, so we'd like to secure an
authoritative description.
It occurs to us that you may be in a position to enlighten us on this question--since it appears to
have originated in the Penobscot region, but if you cannot do so, please do not bother about it,
for it is an entirely personal matter, just to satisfy a consuming curiosity--on the one hand, and to
improve our knowledge of driving technique.
March 28, 1939. Ralph Billings, The Lucas Tree Expert Co., Inc., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Though I hope to see you this week in Portland, it may be well to give you a brief story in regard
to the trail work.
First no projects will be approved for the three southern camps that are now engaged in fire
hazard reduction other than work along that line, for this reason no trail work was set up for the
Bridgton Camp.
The Jefferson Camp will maintain a side camp near Rangeley for the purpose of opening up
roads and trails with fire hazard reduction as a second in priority. As this camp will be in Bob
Stubbs territory, I have no doubt that he will see that the Trail is cleared. This has been
discussed with Bob several times and on my last day in Augusta we had another talk about trail
work and I am sure that he understands the situation and is, of course, very much interested in it.
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Due to the large side camp to be maintained at Rangeley by the Jefferson Camp it would not be
possible, under present conditions, to put out a crew to care for the section of the Trail east of the
Kennebec River.
If there proves to be less fire hazard reduction work than is anticipated it might be possible to put
through a work plan amendment late in the season to cover the eastern section. This looks rather
doubtful to me though in view of the attitude of the Forest Service in regard to clean up of storm
damaged areas.
I shall look forward to seeing you when you are in Portland.
{Copy Stubbs, Greene, Taylor, Hunt, Sawyer, Attwood}
March 29, 1939. George T. Carlisle to Alfred H. Edgerly
Dear Mr. Edgerly:
The term "Roll Dam” is usually applied to a small construction in the bed of a drivable stream
which is used primarily to ease logs or pulpwood over some obstruction. It may consist of two or
three logs and it might consist of a little cribway; anything that will raise the water so that the
article to be driven can pass over easily.
This, I understand, is a different definition than is usually applied in the larger pieces of
engineering work. Some of the dams pertaining to the large power developments are called roll
dam type. These get the name from the type of gates, which I understand roll down from above
to close.
April 3,1939. Edward Spicer to George T.Carlisle, Prentiss & Carlisle Co., Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Carlisle:
I recently received from Mr. Edgerly of Boston copies of an exchange of letters with you relative
to the 1939 campsite of the A.M.C. August Camp at Katahdin Iron Works.
As Chairman of this year's Camp Committee I wish to thank you for the indications of
cooperation expressed in your letter to Mr. Edgerly. This is entirely new country for me and I am
looking forward to next August with much interest.
I am enclosing my check for $1.00 and would ask that you send me a copy of the Piscataquis
County map which I understand your company publishes. Also could you tell me if it is possible
to secure a Map of Northern Maine, published in 1896 by Lucius L. Hubbard, Cambridge, Mass.
There is one problem about our campsite which I am going to take the liberty of mentioning.
That is the $1.00 round trip toll charge for autos over the company road into K. I. Works. Most
all our campers will arrive and leave by auto and some may wish to run out to civilization
occasionally. Besides that there is the necessity of getting in daily food supplies.
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I do not wish to put myself in the position of asking something for nothing. Neither do I wish to
run up considerable toll charges during the period of camp. I expect to get up to the Iron Works
in last [sic] May and should be glad to call on you at Bangor to talk about this and other details.
Also, can you tell me the name and address of the Fire or Game Warden at or near the Iron
Works. These men are always very helpful in getting trail information. We are of course in touch
with Will Arnold.
Thanking you for your offer of cooperation,
April 3, 1939. Gordon Hunt, 699 Congress Street, Portland, Maine, to Myron Avery
DEAR MR. AVERY:
I WAS VERY GLAD TO HEAR FROM YOU AGAIN AND TO KNOW THAT YOURSELF
AND FAMILY ARE CONVALESCING, AND TRUST WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO.
SINCE WRITING YOU ON APRIL 20TH MY PLANS HAVE BEEN ENTIRELY CHANGED.
I WAS OFFERED AN EXCELLENT POSITION IN THIS CITY AND CONDITIONS BEING
WHAT THEY ARE I COULD NOT AFFORD TO REFUSE THE OFFER, SO I AM
ROOMING AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS AND WILL BE JOINED BY MY WIFE AND
SYLVIA IN JUNE.
AT PRESENT IT APPEARS THAT THE ONLY CHANCE I WILL HAVE TO GET TO
RANGELEY WILL BE ON ALTERNATE WEEKENDS, THIS MAY RESULT IN A
NECESSARY CURTAILMENT OF SOME OF THE WORK I INTENDED DOING ON THE
TRAIL, HOWEVER WILL DO ALL THAT I CAN.
I THOUGHT IT BEST TO LET YOU KNOW OF THE CHANGE IN PLANS SO THAT IN
THE EVENT YOU WERE IN PORTLAND WE MIGHT GET TOGETHER.
THE LOSS OF MR. BILLINGS WILL BE KEENLY FELT BY THE PERSONNELL
CONNECTED WITH THE CCC CAMPS.
April 5, 1939. George T. Carlisle to Edward S. Spicer, 158 Bowen Street Providence, R. I.
Dear Mr. Spicer:
We are sending, under separate cover, our map of Piscataquis County in accordance with your
letter of April 3. I do not know if it is possible to secure a Hubbard’s map of Northern Maine at
the present time. I think the supply is exhausted.
I will take up the matter of toll charge over the road into Katahdin Iron Works and see if
anything can be done. We merely lease the land the road is built on and have nothing to do with
the building or management except that it was stipulated that our forest products could be moved
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over it. I think there is considerable expense due to the fact that a gate is maintained at the lower
end and a caretaker employed yearly. I suppose the company is trying to get back a little of the
money so spent.
The name and address of the Fire Warden is Fred Owen, Milo, Maine. In writing him you could
mention my name as we do have something to say regarding the appointment of these wardens.
I think you have picked a very nice location for your camp, and I am very sure it will be a
success and if there is any other way I am able to cooperate please let me know. Our company is
interested in the management of approximately 100,000 acres in that area and if you run into any
difficulties, we might be able to help.
April 10, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Dear Will:
You may recall that on our trip to western Maine, I remeasured the Trail, as there were some
changes en route. I have just gotten available some carbons of this revision and I thought that I
would send them to you so that you could make use of them in connection with your Trail work.
They would also help in locating the mile markers.
I am enclosing a letter from Billings which would indicate that the reclearing, etc., will be done
by the CCC Camp, so this would mean that the Bates trip could concentrate on a thorough
repainting and re-marking of the route, omitting the clearing. This would give time for attention
to the C Bond Bluff Trail. It begins to seem as if the hurricane, instead of involving tremendous
maintenance work for the Outing Club, may lighten its burdens this year.
My plans are uncertain, but I rather think that I shall be In Maine in May.
April 11, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Myshrall, White House Camps
Dear Mr. Myrshrall:
Miss Stephenson has handed to me your letter of March 6th, which I assume was delayed in
sending out, as it was postmarked Millinocket on March 27th.
Your letter is somewhat of a surprise and a disappointment to me. I am sure that you understood
that I appreciate the difficulties that you are experiencing and I expressed to you my wish to do
whatever I might be able to as far as the Appalachian Trail trips scheduled for 1939 are
concerned, in order to increase the reputation and patronage of your establishment. I am sorry to
say that what has occurred since I left there has left me with the feeling that my efforts and
intention in this connection have not been thoroughly reciprocated. I hope that this is a situation
which can be adjusted, for I am sure you would not want to force us to take a revision of our
plans and omit the White House Camps, which I should be personally very sorry to do. However,
I do not feel that you should attempt to take advantage of the situation.
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In the first place, I was very much surprised and disappointed in your reaction to my request for
some work on the trail. With the men available and the opportunity, I would have expected, to
show your appreciation of the interest we are trying to accord you, that you would have had this
done as soon as possible. A considerable time went by before I heard from you at all and, of
course, the excuse that you had been too busy to attend to the matter was one which did not make
very much of an impression. Instead of doing the work which we had asked, you try to make it a
much bigger job. The amount which we suggested was a fair price as going wages for the type of
work required, and two days would have cleaned up these spots. As Miss Stephenson wrote, we
paid your predecessor the amount of $3.00 a day. In order to have more or less uniform rates, we
list in the Guide-book the arrangement which was made with all the camp proprietors; that is, to
the effect that, with the exception of certain localities which are specifically set forth, travelers
over The Appalachian Trail pay the rate of $3.50 per day and are entitled to the free use of
canoes not actually in use. If any camp owner wants to change this publicized arrangement, it is
up to him to let us know so we can change our records accordingly. In view of the large size of
the party going over the Trail, it would he expected that a better rate than the rate per person
would be quoted. However, as an indication of my interest in your getting under way, you will
note that we did not ask for a rate which was the same which we had previously paid for these
accommodations but took up your suggestion that any difference between the facilities at your
place and others could be offset by a trip on the lake. It was at least my understanding that this
would be something contributed as part of the entertainment, and now your letter proposes to
make a charge for this and leaves us in the further uncertainty of not indicating the amount of the
charge.
I hope very much that you will see your way clear to write Miss Stephenson that you will adopt
her suggestion as to the rates and that the boat trip will be furnished as a part of the entertainment.
We should very much dislike to have to do the same as the Appalachian Mountain Club did
some years ago in this connection, but I certainly feel, if you expect our patronage, you in turn
should cooperate with us in this matter of Trail work and not attempt to take advantage of the
situation.
As you may know, some of the camp owners maintain the sections of trail adjacent to their
camps for the convenience of their guests. In fact, Mr. Potter mows the trail from Potaywadjo
Ridge to Church Pond. As you know, the blue-blazed side trail is very much overgrown, wet by
reason of the heavy grass, and the flowage from the stream. This last you can’t help but if you
expect people to come to the camps, you certainly should see that this side trail is cleaned out,
the branches cut off and the grass mowed. In a little while the word gets around as to the
unsatisfactory features of this side trail and a loss of patronage results. I told you about the
marking and how it should be changed. You certainly cannot expect the Conference to maintain
a side trail which was put in by your predecessor in order to bring people to his camps.
I hope that you will write me that, as soon as the snow goes, you will immediately have the Trail
work which I asked done and confirm to Miss Stephenson these arrangements. It would be very
unfortunate if any disappointment or any feeling on our part that you were not disposed to
cooperate should occur, particularly when I have arranged, despite the suggestions that your
camps could be skipped, to give you this opportunity to get this patronage. It is certainly up to
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you to do your part and what happened last fall with the work on the Trail was not particularly
pleasing.
April 14, 1939. Myron Avery to Miss Mary Dorsey, 2001 Jefferson Street, Wilmington,
Delaware
Dear Mary:
We are planning to issue a Supplement to Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We want to
have it prepared during the next month and I thought 1 would write you to see if the situation is
such that it could be conveniently done in Wilmington. The merit of having it done again
through your facilities would be that the Supplement would be of the same form and appearance
as the original Guide. I am enclosing a carbon of what the Supplement will consist of. You will
hardly believe the miracle, but the fact is that the copy is not only absolutely clean but that it has
been spaced in such a way, as far as the number of characters on a line is concerned, that when it
is written with the pica type of the original Guide, it should run line for line of this Supplement.
The mystery about page 16 is that there are two alternative pages, one of which may be used. All
that this copy would need would be the running heads.
If you find it possible to have this undertaken, don't try to do anything with this carbon but let me
know and I can forward the original.
April 14, 1939. Attachment to letter J. F. Smith
LIST OF PEOPLE TO RECEIVE THE 1939 IN THE MAINE WOODS
Osborne O. Heard, 3940 Lowndes Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland.
Prof. Leland M. Goodrich, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island.
Lowell S. Nicholson, 10 state Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Miss Ruth Gillette Hardy, 35 Garden Place, Brooklyn, New York.
Miss Christine L. Reid, 14 Hawthorn Road, Brookline, Massachusetts.
George H. Fernald, Jr., 244 South Station, Boston, Massachusetts.
F. F. Schuetz, Woolworth Building, 233 Broadway, New York City.
Charles w. Blood, Barristers Hall, Boston, Massachusetts.
Douglas M. Burckett, 40 Trinity Place, Boston, Massachusetts.
Henry B. Cross, Jr., 415 Brook Street, Providence, Rhode Island.
Arthur Stupka, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Gatlinburg, Tennessee
Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah, New Jersey.
George T. Carlisle, Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Maine.
R. E. Billings, Lucas Tree Co., Fidelity Building, Portland, Maine.
Robert 0. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine.
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson Street, Brewer, Maine.
James W. Sewall, Old Town, Maine.
Roy H. Flynt, Augusta, Maine.
Stanley B, Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Helon Taylor, Eustis, Mains.
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Gordon Hunt, 699 Congress Street, Portland, Maine.
Mary Dorsey, 2001 Jefferson Street, Wilmington, Delaware.
W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Box 398, Millinocket, Maine.
Francis P. Farquhar, Mills Tower Building, San Francisco, California.
J. B. Dodge, Pinkham Notch Huts, Gorham, New Hampshire.
E. M. Hamlin, American Thread Company, Milo, Maine.
Wm. F. Tracey, Stacyville, Maine.
Egbert H. Walker, 313 Holly Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland.
H. G. Avery, Lubec, Maine (two copies)
Honorable Ralph 0. Brewster, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.
Honorable Ralph 0. Brewster, Dexter, Maine.
Benjamin L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National Park. Bar Harbor, Maine.
J. C. Maher, c/o Trout Brook Farm, Patten, Maine.
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Raymond Rendall, Secretary, Maine Park Commission, Alfred, Maine.
Vivian Robb, 1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Harry Ross, Rockland, Maine.
Ernest A. Dench, Ho-ho-kus, New Jersey.
John Mitchell, Patten, Maine.
Dr. Lore A. Rogers, 3635 S Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Dr. Guy W. Leadbetter, 4437 Cathedral Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Mr. Keith Clark, U. S. Forest Service,115 Chauncey Street, Boston, Maas.
Tourist Bureau, National Park Service, 45 Broadway, New York City.
Caleb Scribner, Game Warden, Patten, Maine.
Frank H. Speed, Secretary, Millinocket Chamber of Commerce, Millinocket, Me.
J. F. O'Connell, Katahdin Stream Campsite, Millinocket, Maine.
Thomas D. Cabot, President, Appalachian Mountain Club, 77 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass.
Henry S. Hall, Jr., Coolidge Hall, Cambridge, Mass.
Robert M. Hicks, Foreman, CCC Camp, Bridgton, Maine.
Leon P. Brooks, Superintendent, CCC Camp, Bridgton, Maine.
Ned K. Anderson, Sherman, P. 0. Gaylordsville, Connecticut.
L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Company, Bangor, Maine.
Sporting Camps
LeRoy Dudley, Chimney Pond, Millinocket, Maine.
Earle W. York, Daicey Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Earle W. York, Jr., Daicey Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Wm. H. Myshrall, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Charles Berry, York [should be “Yoke”] Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
F. M. Chadwick, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine.
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William Dore, Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine.
J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, P. 0. The Forks, Maine.
Ralph Sterling, Pierce Pond Camps, Caratunk, Maine.
E. S. Steele, East Carry Pond Camps, Carry Pond P.0., Maine.
R. H. Crawford, Togue Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Review Copies
Richard W. Westwood, Nature Magazine, 1214 - 16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Edmund Smith, "Voyageur”, Hunting and Fishing, 64 Paradise Road, Northampton, Mass.
George H. Colllngwood, Forester, American Forests, 919 - 17th Street, Washington, D.C.
Elizabeth May Craig, National Press Building, Washington, D.C.
{The Superintendent, CCC Camp, Jefferson, Me.
Charles H. Warner, Fall River, Mass.}
LIST OF PEOPLE TO WHOM 1939 IN THE MAINE WOODS DELIVERED
Myron H. Avery, Marion Park, Jean Stephenson, Edward B. Ballard, J. F. Schairer, Miss Harlean
James, Mrs. Mary Jo Williams, Warren N. Watson
{Mark Taylor, Frank Hayden}
April 14, 1939. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine
Dear Stan:
Can you some time at your convenience give us a list of your writings on The Appalachian Trail
in Maine, so that we can include it in our various bibliographies, such as the Maine Guide and
Publication No. 5.
My present arrangement contemplates being in Maine the weekend of April 29th and 30th. With
the grass green and the trees in full leaf here, it is a little hard to appreciate conditions in Maine,
but I suppose it is still out of the question to think of doing any traveling on the trail. I have
wanted for some time to do some work up around Caratunk and Pierce Pond.
I am sending a copy of this note to Sawyer, as there is a good chance that I will drop in on you
fellows at that time.
April 17, 1939. Maribel, Earl and Junior York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
You are right about the infrequency of mail for the past two months. Four foot of snow and a
thirty mile snowshoe hike to the Post Office. Junior and I are going to snowshoe out Tuesday, as
we have considerable mail to be sent out. Do not look for roads to open for at least another
month.
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Trail Conference programs received. Many thanks.
1. Plans are being carried on for a garage and will probably start work as soon as snow
conditions will permit.
2. I talked with Mrs. Bradeen regard her taking care of any extra people and her conversation
was very indefinite. If, by good fortune, she can fill her camps before your date of arrival, she
will do so and I inferred she would make no reservation for you.
3. Cabin as designated by Junior was Guide Cabin.
4. Drawing of recreation cabin attached.
5. The reporter of the Lewiston Journal is Mrs. Whitney and she plans to be on her own and will
not take any of your reservation.
The suggestion of “Campground Cook” is a very good one and I will see what can be done in the
way of procuring a first class cook and what wages he would want. I will have to write you later
pertaining to this matter. By building a seven stall garage, the question of cooking and dining
table could be taken care of in same and still leave room for your meetings. By installing a cook
stove and tables would make it much more comfortable in case of rain. I would suggest that
pastries, bread and milk be purchased daily at Millinocket which can easily be arranged as I will
be making daily trips.
I think it would be more satisfactory if the campers make their list of "likes” and "dislikes" in the
food question and if placed with D. T. Saunders & Sons Co. at Greenville, giving them the
number of people and days to be served, they will pack the right quantity with but very little
waste or left-overs. The question of eating dishes and cooking utensils, I think, can be taken care
of thru the G. N. Paper Co., providing:- the campers will use tinware plates and lumber camp
knives and forks. This is a “thought” we had here at camp and I think I can arrange in
Millinocket at G.N.P. office for the loan of said utensils. The stove for cooking, I will supply. As
a rough guess, I should say a cook and helper would charge around $5.00 to $7.00 per day, that
is cost of two.
Very best regards from all the Yorks.
Copy to Mr. Heard. Mr. Perry, Miss Lenderking
April 17, 1939. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
As per your suggestion of recent date, I showed that copy of the Governor’s invitation to Mr.
Greaton. He made note of it and said that he would bear it in mind when he saw the Governor at
the right time.
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At the present time nobody has been appointed to take over Mr. Billing’s work. Unofficially, Mr.
Conners has been doing this. Mr. Conners has been managing the office here in Augusta, and he
has strong support for Mr. Billing’s work. That is, he would probably handle both jobs, and he is
capable of doing it. Conners is a nice fellow and a disciple of Jim Sewall.
There is a strong likelihood that we will get a side camp from Jefferson to be located at
Toothaker Brook. A representative of the Jefferson camp and an Army officer have made an
inspection, and unofficially approved of the location.
There is still snow in the north woods. I was in Jackman Friday last and it is so high along the
highway that one cannot look into the woods or see the mountains as he drives.
April 17, 1939. Washington Planograph Company to The Appalachian Trail Conference
Monthly Statement
Mar 31
Apr 5
Apr 17

Balance
Credit – by check

$168.50
62.50
99.50 {Crossed out with note “Southern Guide”}
{Balance for Maine Guide $100.00}

April 20, 1939. Myron Avery to Edgewater Rest, Bayside, Long Island, New York
Gentlemen:
I should, like very much to inquire as to the present condition of a friend of some years standing,
who has been confined to the Edgewater Rest. This is Mr. Walter D. Greene. I had heard from
Mr. Greene quite frequently up until the last four months. Under the circumstances, I am writing
to ask if you would be good enough to let me know his present condition.
For your convenience in replying, I am enclosing an addressed stamped envelope.
[Hand-written note on bottom of this letter, returned to Avery:] “Mr. Greene is just about holding
his own. Some days he is much better than others. He does not suffer intense pain at any time. In
fact, he is much better than we could reasonably expect for one in his condition. There is a letter
to you from him in the same mail, a case apparently of mental telepathy as we did not mention to
him that you had inquired about him.”
April 21, 1939. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Just a few lines. The Stubbs letter was the first I’ve heard from you in considerable time. Was
glad to hear, only it looks as if the trail was in bad [sic] after the hurricane it must be in an awful
condition in places and unless by some piece of luck it can be cleared, it will be in mighty poor

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

62

shape to travel. Perhaps some break will come. It’s so long, that its future is always going to be a
problem. It must need new painting also. As for myself, I have had a bad set back lately. The
bowels and rectum have caused a lot of trouble and almost unendurable pain at times. It’s a
tough siege I’m having and I can only wait and pray. I’ll come thru. I’m still at this place, and
shut in most of the time. You know what that means to me. The expense also is very great. I
don’t dare think of the north. I was always so happy there. I had hoped to be better this spring,
but it doesn’t look as if I could get strong enough to get away unless by some miracle. That’s
pretty hard to bear. Hope all is well with you and your family. It’s good to hear all the news so if
you can send everything along and keep me posted. Drop me a few lines, you know I’m anxious
to hear about you. Give my best to Jack and Doc and all my friends. I wonder what happened to
Jesse Burns and how Charley Berry is. I heard he wasn’t well. All my best to you.
April 23, 1939. Gardner G. Fernald, Wilton, Maine to Walter Green, Sebec Lake, Me.
Dear Mr. Green:
The writer has been reading your interesting article in 1935 issue of Maine Woods concerning
the Appalachian Trail, and would venture to ask you a few questions.
Last fall was on the Little Wilson stream. There was some pulping on both sides, up for about a
mile. The trail from the foot bridge to the falls had been cut over and obliterated. {More good
news.}
Will the markings be replaced this spring? Where on Big Wilson Stream is “Tobeys Falls”?
{Will try to find out about it. Too hard. Some one might respot and repaint. For a day’s labor
about $2.75}
I am planning to go in to Gulf Hagas this season. I had thot to go up to Brownville or the
Junction and stop over night. Hire a man with a model T or a truck and have him drive my party
in to the Hermitage the next morning and bring us back at night.
My limit for tramping is 5 or 6 miles so need to go to the Hermitage if possible.
Do both villages have good hotel accommodations?
Who would you recommend to take me in?
Could I get a permit at Brownville to go over private road to Katahdin Iron Works?
Would last of May be too early to take this trip?
[Hand-written notes on bottom of this letter (signed “Walter”): “Received May 31, 1939.”
Comments shown in above text.]
April 24, 1939. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery c/o U. S.
Attorney Portland, Maine
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Dear Mr. Avery:
I shall be in the office Friday the 28th, but will not be here Saturday. I have your manuscript that
you wrote for me sometime ago, there is no question about this. I shall use the Katahdin
description just as you have written it, but there is not enough detail of the trails.
This book that I am publishing is a guide to mountain climbing in Maine, and I must give them
detail of the trails of Katahdin. The question I had in mind was if the details that we used in the
Katahdin booklet for the trails would be all right to use in this new booklet.
The matter of the Appalachian Trail I could easily take from the Silver Aisle. I do want to just
give a brief resume of this trail to interest prospective climbers of the Appalachian Trail. I shall
not go into details at all, just simply give them a little idea of the trail.
I hate to have you put in extra time in getting to Augusta, and don’t believe it is necessary unless
you would care to do so. Of course I should be very happy to see you.
April 26, 1939. Myron Avery to Walter D. Greene, Edgewater Rest, Bayslde, Long island,
New York.
Dear Walter:
It was mighty good to hear from you again.
I have sent you copies of all of the stuff relating to Maine and you, of course, have received the
Trailway News and the announcement of the Conference as well as Billings’ letter.
I am leaving Tuesday night and shall be in Maine for about a week. I expect to go to Augusta
and find out as much as I can and make whatever arrangements possible, so that on my return I
will probably have more news. It looks as if we can get some work on the western part of the
Trail from the side camp at Rangeley at Toothaker Brook, but what to do on the east end is a
problem. We will have a little money available from the Conference and I think we can get the
problems cared for down as far as Berry’s, but White Cap and the Barren-Chairback Range are a
problem. I had thought that I had an understanding with Billings before he resigned whereby we
might get a detachment from the Jefferson Camp to work here, but since they are sending a side
camp to Rangeley, there seems to be little likelihood of obtaining any work in the east. This is
something which we will have to keep in touch with and see what we can do.
In a little while we will be concentrating on plans for the Conference. I wish so much that you
could be there. I have asked the Bangor and Aroostook to send you a copy of In the Maine
Woods which I know will interest you. We have had a pretty tough winter and due to various
reasons, the boys have lost about two months of school, but they started back again last week. I
find that the siege of pneumonia took a good deal out of me and when I was in Maine in March, I
went into the hospital at Bath to prevent a heavy cold from getting the best of me again.
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Don't be so long in writing. Send us a note occasionally, so we will know how you are getting on.
I will send you carbons of all of the letters so that you will be kept posted.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
April 27, 1939. Chief Warden Harold W. York, Oquossoc, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I wish to thank you for the “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine’ which I received some
time ago. Also for the booklet, The Silver Aisle.
Surely hope that I may have the privilege of meeting you when you are in the Rangeley Region
again.
Undated 1939 [but before April 30]. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, to Jean
Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
May I serve your party on some of their trips this summer. I keep a 6 passenger Lafeyette car
with trailer at Woodworths Camp on Katahdin Road 9 miles from Millinocket at Millinocket
Lake. I have canoes and boats suitable for the river trip up West Branch Penobscot River to the
Mt. or to the Jo Mary Lakes and reaching your trail at Cooper Brook 2 ½ miles from my camp by
canoe or boat and ¼ mile by road or can set party on west shore of Upper Jo Mary about 20
miles from K. I. Works.
I have 5 outlying cabins. I would be glad to have you come in and inspect my place at my
expense after I meet you at Woodworths or Norcross; say in May some time.
April, 1939. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
May I serve you this summer. My camps are modern, running water, open stove fireplaces and
reasonable. Regular rates $24 per week but will make you a price of $21 per wk. Guides $6 per
day includes board and canoe while at my camp on trips you would have to furnish board. I have
a 27 ft. cabin cruiser on the big lakes, Pemadumcook and Ambejejous and Twin lakes. I could
handle 20 comfortable and more if two in a bed. My dining room is 28 x 34 ft. and has splendid
view of Mt. Katahdin from some of the tables. Enc. snap shot.
If you can get up here will be glad to show you my place at no expense to you. I will meet you at
Millinocket or Woodworths 9 miles from Millinocket on Katahdin road.
P. S. Have been here 42 years at present location.
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May 2, 1939. Trueman L. Sanderson, Wayland, Mass., to Appalachian Trail Conference
Gentlemen:
I am a member of the Green Mountain Club and contemplate spending three weeks this coming
summer on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I have a copy of the Third Edition of the Maine
Guide (I did not purchase it directly from you).
I note by Volume I Number I of the Appalachian Trailway News and also by the Boston Herald
of Nov. 13, 1938 that more lean-tos have been constructed. Those at Jerome Brook, East Carry
Pond, Pierce Pond and Moxie Mt. are not mentioned in the Guide. Please give me information
(location, mileage, etc.) about them. Are there any others than those I have mentioned?
I expect to hike from Grafton Notch to Caratunk or Monson during the middle two weeks of July
and spend another week in the Katahdin region and hiking south. If you have any information of
changes or additions affecting those sections, I would appreciate a reply.
Do you contemplate issuing a supplement to the Guide and if so when would it be available?
I note that large scale maps are included in the Guide for all except the following sections:Moxie Pond south to Dead River Village at Me. Highway 16 showing the Arnold Trail Route;
Bigelow Village Me. Highway 27 south to Me. Highway 4 near Saddleback Mt. Are the maps
available for these sections?
May 3, 1939. E. P. Dickensen, Amherst, Mass., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I write to ask for information about hurricane damage along the A.T. in Maine. Friends of mine
go up that way in June and I am helping them in their planning.
I went into “C” Pond from Andover early in January and saw some damage. Have you any
record of what happened say between there and the Ledge House? My friends might do this
stretch early in the summer and I myself might do part of the same section in August. Any
information you may have would interest them and me. If damage there was would it be cleared
up by the third week in June?
I still remember our pleasant chat at North Amherst several years back. Come this way again!
May 8, 1939. Arthur Spring, Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Was awfully sorry I missed you on your recent visit to Portland, and hope we have better luck
another time.
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Our plans for next year's Guide seem to be progressing satisfactorily and the section devoted to
recreation, I think will be a corker. I have most of the copy on fishing, hunting, and canoeing.
The article on canoeing will amount to about 15,000 words and will cover about twelve trips.
These are particularly well done, and people who have seen them say that they are the best they
have ever seen.
May 9, 1939. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, President, Maine Alpine Club,
Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Mr. Attwood:
Will you please convey for me to the members of the Maine Alpine Club my very real
appreciation of my election to an honorary membership in the Maine Alpine Club, as to which
you wrote me.
Apart from the fact that it is an organization of my own State and the activity of the Club itself, I
am particularly pleased with the tribute paid to me in this connection. I shall hope to become
better acquainted with my fellow Club members at the Katahdin Conference, or at some other
meeting when we do our traveling vicariously by the lantern slide route.
May 9, 1939. Myron Avery to Truman L. Sanderson, Wayland, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Sanderson:
Your letter of May 2, 1939, addressed to The Appalachian Trail Conference, has been referred to
me.
We have prepared and expect to issue around the first of July a 20-page Supplement to the third
edition of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Much of the material in this Supplement
contains more detailed information on trails and interesting sections of the Katahdin region
which were described in a generalized way in the third edition.
In addition to the lean-tos mentioned by you, the structure on Spaulding Mountain referred to in
the Guidebook has been completed. The maps to the Trail route which we have available are
those, of course, included in the third edition. For the area which you specify, you will have
noted that there are U.S. Geological Survey Quadrangles on which, however, the Trail does not
appear.
The Supplement will probably be priced at 25 cents and I would suggest that you send your order
to the Conference and if by July 1st you have not received the Supplement, that you call the
situation to the attention of the Conference, as it might be possible, if the Supplement is unduly
delayed, to loan you a copy of the manuscript. This, of course, we could not do except as a last
resort.
May 11, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

67

Dear Will:
1 had every expectation of seeing you in Lewiston. My plans, however, developed in such a way
that I was unable to stop on my way back from Augusta. The enclosed copy of a letter to Stubbs
sets forth the situation.
I am hoping that nothing will happen to prevent our relying on the side camp at Toothaker Brook
from the Rangeley Camp to completely care for our problems of clearing the Trail, leaving for
the Outing Club the matter of renewing the marking which would make it much less strenuous
than the herculean task you tackled last year.
There are one or two sections east of the Kennebec where I have considerable doubt as to the
marking which should be renewed. I am particularly concerned over the condition because of the
Conference trips coming in that locality. What I have reference to is a section between Blanchard
and the Yoke-Ponds-Kokadjo Road. We shall have available a small amount of money from the
Conference trips to devote to this purpose and it seems a legitimate part of the expense. If I had
seen you, I would have mentioned this situation to you and I would have asked if you felt that
there was any possibility that any of the boys from the Outing Club would want to take four or
five days to re-mark this section, if we were in a position to cover their expenses enroute. I know
that this isn’t very much and may not be feasible but I would think that I would mention it to you.
I hope to be in Maine again before July and shall count on better luck at that time.
Copy to Walter Greene
May 11, 1939. Myron Avery to E. P Dickinson, Amherst, Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Dickinson:
1 am pleased to hear from you again. I rather thought that I might see you when I was at Amherst
at the Outdoor Recreation Convention recently.
The Trail Conference is planning to issue a Supplement to Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine about July 1st. To be on the safe side, send 25 cents to the Conference. The Dead River
route will be abandoned. There has been a lean-to built on Spaulding Mountain and three leantos on the Arnold Trail Route.
You are somewhat pressing us on the hurricane situation in making the trip in June. Our present
expectations are to have the route cleaned out by a side camp at Toothaker Brook but whether
this will be in shape by June, it is difficult to say. From the information available, I do not
believe that your friends would have any serious difficulty along this section. There may be a
few places where there may be some blowdowns, but if they are good woodsmen, they should be
able to take care of any problem in that connection. If they were to wait until the latter part of
July, I am sure that things would be in very good shape, unless some unforeseen obstacle
develops.
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May 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Chief Fire Warden, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I suppose that you duly received the copies of the Trail Conference announcement and the
Appalachian Trailway News. We expect to have quite a delegation from the outside at the
Conference and taking the trips over the Trail in Maine. Naturally, we want this section in the
best possible condition. The Appalachian Mountain Club has scheduled a two-weeks camp at
Katahdin Iron Works and will cover some of the Chairback-Barren section.
I was prevented by an accident last summer from completing my trip over this section of the
Trail, so I am somewhat dubious as to its condition. You will remember that we had some
correspondence previously with respect to reclearing the Trail. I am wondering if there would be
any arrangement possible where we could get, with our very limited funds, perhaps as a part of
your Forest Service Work, some reclearing done from the Barren-Fourth Mountain section to
Bodfish Farm and through the Little Wilson section.
As you will appreciate, the Conference has very limited funds for this purpose and when you
have to stretch it over the 2,000 miles, there is not much for any section. Knowing, however, the
prevailing rates for your woods’ work, I had thought that you might know of something which
could be done to meet our problems.
1 shall be very glad to hear from you in due course.
May 11, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Myshrall, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. Myshrall:
I assume that you duly received my recent letter about the Trail and reservation situation.
Under the circumstances, since we want the Trail in as good order as possible for the attendance
of these people from the outside, I am checking up on these matters at a very early season. I hope
that you will let me know that you have been able to care for the work which I outlined last fall
and that all of the other arrangements will proceed to our mutual satisfaction.
We are looking forward to hearing from you.
May 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
1 understand that our Reservations Committee Chairman has been in touch with you concerning
our Trail Club trip after the Appalachian Trail Conference and you will have noted the plans to
stay at your camps for two days. According to present registrations, we will have at least two
groups and probably more.
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I am writing you at this time because I am somewhat concerned over the condition of the
Chairback-Barren section of the Trail. We had expected to have this recleared through the CCC
Camps, but the priority of other work in western Maine, due to the hurricane, has upset these
plans. The Appalachian Mountain Club will have in August a camp at Katahdin Iron Works and
will use the Trail quite a good deal.
As you know, I was prevented from covering this section last year and I am somewhat uncertain
as to its condition. Unfortunately, from our Conference funds we will have available only a very
small amount of money which we could devote to work on this section of the Trail. I thought that
while it is early in the season, because of the problems, I would write to you to see if by any
chance you would have a man working at your camps whom you could spare for a few days’
work on this section of the Trail. We particularly want to get the small growth cut out as well as
any down logs, and for this purpose we could send you a tool which is very useful in getting out
the small growth.
I am sure that you will appreciate our difficulties and our anxiety to have the section of the Trail
make as good an impression as possible on the visitors, and in view of the fact that your camp
will receive quite some patronage from this trip, I am sure you will help us meet these problems
in every way possible.
1 shall be very glad to hear from you at your earliest convenience.
May 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Benny Boynton, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross,
Maine
Dear Benny:
You will remember our letters of last fall and that you wrote me that this year you would do the
work which we asked in connection with the Trail. I particularly referred to the marking, as I
remember, at the old Wadleigh Farmsite and the necessity for clearing and putting in some
marking at the beaver flowages on the Prentiss Valley Road. Incidentally, 1 hope that you had
good luck in your trapping this winter and that beaver are just a little less numerous and
troublesome in your township.
By reason of the Clubs coming down over the Trail and the attendance at the Katahdin
Conference, I am very anxious that we should have no slip-up on this matter, so that the Trail
will be in the best of condition. So as to prevent any mishap, I am writing you at this early date.
I hope that you will find it possible to look into this and will let me know very soon just how
matters stand.
May 11, 1939. Myron Avery to R. G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Stubbs:
I am very sorry that I missed you in Augusta. I could not tell until late Thursday night just how
our case in Bath would go so as to let you know in advance whether I would be in Augusta or not.
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I talked with Mr. Billings in Portland, who told me of the present situation. While I was in
Augusta, I took advantage of the opportunity to introduce myself to Mr. Seavey, with whom I
had a very pleasant conversation. I took the occasion to stress the coming Conference and our
desire to have the Trail in Maine which would be traveled by the Clubs between the Kennebec
and Katahdin in as good shape as possible. I also went into the plan which Mr. Billings was
turning over in his mind last fall of a detail from the Jefferson Camp working on the Trail
between the Kennebec and the Yoke Ponds Road. Mr. Seavey listened to our difficulties;
whether or not anything will result from it, I of course don't know. It is, however, quite a
problem for this year and I am very much concerned over it. We will have available a small
amount of money which we can use for this purpose. If you have any suggestion as to how we
might meet the difficulty, particularly on the Barren-Chairback Range, I shall be very glad to
have the benefit of your suggestions.
With respect to the work to be done in western Maine in the way of reclearing trails, etc., I rather
gathered from my conversation with various people that the designation of the area to be worked
over would be something as to which you would have a controlling voice. I suppose we will have
to await developments in this connection, but I know that as far as possible you will attempt to
get the Trail clearing accorded priority. I have suggested to Sawyer that if this develops, the
Bates Outing Club could concentrate on renewing the marking.
If we can only get a small detail from the Princeton Camp to do some work east of the Kennebec,
it would solve our problems. Mr. Fechner’s rumored resignation by reason of the consolidation
may result in his not coming to the Conference, which would perhaps diminish local interest. I
shall count on your keeping me posted as to the possibilities in the Rangeley area.
Copy: Sawyer, Greene, Taylor
May 11, 1939. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In my description of Mt. Saddleback I would like to include the Appalachian Trail to the top of
the mountain from route #4, along with the fire look out trail. I have the full description of course
in your Guide to the Appalachian Trail, but am not quite sure about the distance. As near as I
can make out from highway 4 to the fire tower over the Appalachian Trail it is 9.13 miles. I had
an idea that it was not such a distance.
I am wondering if you would inform me if this is correct.
I am enclosing a copy of the item on the Appalachian Trail which I wish to use in the mountain
booklet. Also the text on Mountain Climbing in Maine.
I am wondering if you would like to look these over and make suggestions. You will notice in
Mountain Climbing in Maine I have used quite a little bit of your text.
On the Appalachian Trail I wanted something a little different than that you dictated in the office.
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I am now pretty nearly ready to go to press.
May 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Public Utilities Commission, Augusta, Maine
Gentlemen:
I have noticed in the Appropriation Act of the last Maine Legislature an appropriation of $3500
for mapping the Katahdin Iron Works region.
We are very much interested in this locality because The Appalachian Trail traverses White Cap
Mountain and the Barren-Chairback Range, which are in close proximity to Katahdin Iron Works.
It may be that the area to be mapped will include this section of the Trail and naturally we should
be much interested to have it appear on this map. The United States Geological Survey is at great
pains to indicate The Appalachian Trail on all of the sheets which the Survey prepares.
As you may be aware, the route of the Trail in Maine is described in Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine and I am enclosing two of our maps which relate to this area.
I should very much appreciate being advised as to whether this work will be done in conjunction
with the United States Geological Survey, and the area to be covered by the map.
May 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. Clifford:
It is still a bit early in the season to be writing about the Trail and Trail matters, but because of
the number of reservations we have for the Conference at Katahdin and the trip down over the
Trail, I wanted to take up with you at this time the matter of the work on the Trail which we
discussed last year.
I know that you will be as cooperative and helpful as possible and that you, as I do, will want this
section of the State to make as good an impression as possible on the outsiders.
Unfortunately, the hurricane work in the western part of the State has caused a complete change
in the expected arrangement for reclearing the Trail and at the present moment we are decidedly
apprehensive over the situation. This is why I am writing to you at this time.
It occurred to me that if the men that you have at your camp thought that they were doing this
work for you, they would be disposed to show more interest in it and that our few dollars would
go much farther. I know the arrangement which you have with these men for paying them when
they work for you and it would seem to me that when we budget our limited funds over the entire
Trail in Maine, even sending you $10.00 as a reimbursement for the amount you would pay
would go a long ways. We, of course, would not expect any part of this to be devoted to the blueblazed side trails or the trail coming up the West Branch. There is one section about half a mile
from the river where the Trail crosses an old wood road which is just a brier patch and very
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difficult to find. In addition, the section of the Trail very near your camp is about the most
ingrown on the entire section.
1 would assume that since you advertise a trail to Rainbow Mountain, you would want to have
this thoroughly cleared out. We are setting it up as one of the features of the trip to Rainbow in
our program.
I am, therefore, asking if you will go ahead and stretch this money as far as you can for us,
hoping that we will be able to get this Trail in first-class shape. As you know, we are particularly
anxious to get the briers and small bushes out and that is why we sent you the tools last fall.
You may feel that a lot more work could be done on the Trail and that is probably true, but this is
all that we can do and also, as the trails around your camp are a part of the attractions you have
for your guests, I feel that you would want to contribute something toward their upkeep. As you
probably know. Potter, who has a very fine set of camps, mows the entire six-mile section of his
trail, and this has produced very favorable comment from his guests.
May 12, 1939. Myron Avery to A. T. Spring, The Fred L. Tower Company, Portland,
Maine
Dear Mr. Spring:
I have not had a prior opportunity to acknowledge your calling at the Eastland. I am sorry to
have missed you.
I have also received your letter and I am much interested to know of the progress you are making
in the recreation sections of your Guide.
While our commitment to furnish the material, which has been covered by our correspondence,
does not materialize until fall, I now hope to be able to start work on this and submit the
manuscript to you before the end of July. I have one task on hand which is somewhat long but as
soon as that is finished, your Guidebook material will be the next item of business. I thought I
would write you at this time to reassure you as to the situation.
Apparently Mr. Greaton is working on his mountain booklet, for he asked me for additional
material on the Katahdin section. I asked him to let me know what he is using, as one is in a
somewhat difficult position to be contributing to two different publications on somewhat kindred
subjects. Perhaps when you are in Augusta, you will have an opportunity to take the matter up
with Mr. Greaton.
May 13, 1939. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr, Greaton:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

73

I have your letter of May 11, with your inquiry about Mt. Saddleback trail. The situation is as
follows:
The Appalachian Trail crosses Maine Highway 4 at the outlet of Long Pond some four miles
below Rangeley. From this crossing on Maine Highway 4 by trail it is 9.13 m. to the summit of
Saddleback. However, as you have noted, there is a shorter route to the mountain in that at a
distance of 4.2 m. the trail again comes close to Me. Highway 4 at the ford between the second
and third Sandy River Ponds. There is an old wood road leading from Maine Highway 4 for a
distance of .3 m. from The Appalachian Trail crossing between the ponds. From here it is 5 m. to
the summit of Saddleback. In all, the round trip would be some 10 m., involving a climb of about
2400 feet.
The situation with respect to this approach appears as the last paragraph on page 227 of the
Guide and is elaborated on at page 24 of the manuscript which I forwarded to you with my letter
of February 28, 1938.
I trust that this explanation makes the situation entirely clear. We placed a sign where the
shortcut leaves Maine Highway 4 some 8 miles below Rangeley.
I am returning to you the copy which you forwarded with your letter of May 11th. I have noted
one or two minor typographical errors which you would of course detect.
The material which I dictated at your office on The Appalachian Trail was quite unsatisfactory to
me and I had intended redoing this when the copy was sent to me. You have saved me this labor.
1 assume that it will be in order for me to make use of the sections which you have not included
in the mountain climbing section and that I have seen all of the material which you will use from
the data originally sent with my letter of February 23, 1938, so that it will be in order for me to
make use of the remainder.
I have previously suggested that I would be very glad to read the proof on the Katahdin section
and you will, of course, feel free to call on me for anything further which we can do in this
connection.
May 15, 1939. Myron Avery to Four Ponds Camp Association, Packard Brothers,
Ridlonville, Maine
Gentlemen:
We have been advised that you have sold your interest in your camps at Long Pond. If this is
correct, will you kindly advise us? I enclose an addressed stamped envelope for your
convenience in replying.
[Letter returned with hand-written note:] “Sold to Nickolas G. Morrison, 415 Penobscot St.,
Rumford, Maine. S. P. Packard.
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May 15, 1939. M. R. Stackpole, District Engineer, United States Department of the Interior
Geological Survey in cooperation with Maine Public Utilities, State House, Augusta, Mr., to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of May 11 regarding proposed topographic mapping work of the
Katahdin Iron Works region. This work will be done in cooperation with the U.S. Geological
Survey, and the area to he covered is the 15’ quadrangle just north of the Dover-Foxcroft
quadrangle. I am very sure the Geological Survey will follow its usual custom of indicating the
Appalachian Trail on the map which it will prepare of the Katahdin Iron Works region.
May 16, 1939. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
One of the O. C. boys is at work organizing a gang for marking and clearing A.T. as we did last
year, and I expect we shall be able to do something during the week in June beginning with the
11th, which comes in between exams and Commencement. I am going to write Geo. Learned to
see if we can get his cabin for two or three days for a hdqrs. while we clean up our C Bluff trails.
I noted what you said in your letter about the section between Blanchard and the Yoke-PondsKokadjo road needing attention. While I cannot promise, I think there is a chance I can get
something done up there after College closes; in the meantime send me more details about what
is needed for work there.
May 16, 1939. Ovid Butler, Editor, American Forests, Washington, D.C., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Replying to your letter of May 12:
While we shall be glad to lend you the two cuts which you request, we cannot donate them to
you. I am sure you understand that we keep our cuts for several years before disposing of them.
This particular number of AMERICAN FORESTS has not yet been released from the printer.
May 16, 1939. Myron Avery to A. T. Spring, The Fred L. Tower Companies
Dear Mr. Spring:
In preparing to start work on the material for your guidebook, I am sorry to say that I have been
unable to locate the letter which you sent me, outlining the topics to be covered. Will you be
good enough to forward me a copy of this letter which specifies the subjects. As I recall, they
were The Appalachian Trail, Katahdin, and Mountain Climbing, or something to that effect.
May 17, 1939. Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
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Friend Avery. Your letter of May 11th received. It disappointed me a little as I expect to go from
Nahmakanta to the River and do a good job and maybe straighten it out over by the River as they
say it is pretty bad. I expect it would cost $25 or $30 to fix it in good shape.
I’ll finish the trail to the top of Rainbow Mt. and paint it myself.
I worked some since you was up there. I’ll have to go round a wet place near this end and I’ll
have to find out [??]. It is all clear no trees to spot. I’ll fix it so a stranger can follow it at no cost
to the Conference. There is about 15 miles from Nahmakanta to the River.
I am getting off to a good start at the camp. A little lite ice is just going. It’s frozen up but
floating around. Had the best fishing ever. Getting 1 ½ to 2 # trout in the stream. They are
throwing back 10”. Just too many.
Will be full up to lower camp until after the 30th.
May 18, 1939
CAPTIONS FOR PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN BY SAMUEL MERRILL
(AUTHOR OF THE MOOSE BOOK, E. P. DUTTON COMPANY)
ORIGINAL NEGATIVES (MAINLY GLASS) IN POSSESSION OF
JAMES C. MERRILL, NORTH MAINE STREET, HAVERHILL,
MASSACHUSETTS; COPY IN POSSESSION OF NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE, WASHINGTON, D.C.
1. Bear in Trap
2. Bear in Trap
3. Bear in Trap
4. Munsungan Camp from across the Lake
5. Munsungan Lake
6. Munsungan Camp
7. View down Munsungan Lake
8. Carrying in the Kill –
Buck deer on man’s back
9. William Atkins, a Guide
10. William Atkins, a guide at
Munsungan Lake
11. William Atkins, a guide in canoe
with Moose heads
12. William Atkins, a guide with Moose
head
13. This Moose shot at Munsungan Lake,
Maine
14. Katahdin and Hersey Dam on
Sandy Stream
15. Leaning tree

-

Samuel Merrill – Nov. 12, 1909
Samuel Merrill – Nov. 12, 1909
Samuel Merrill – Nov. 12, 1909
Samuel Merrill – Nov., 1906
Samuel Merrill – Nov., 1906
Samuel Merrill – Nov., 1906
Samuel Merrill – Nov., 1906

-

Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill – Nov., 1906

-

Samuel Merrill – Nov. 25, 1906

-

Samuel Merrill – Nov. 25, 1906

-

Samuel Merrill – Nov. 25, 1905

-

Samuel Merrill – 11/1903

-

Samuel Merrill – 11/16/09
Samuel Merrill
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16. Moxie Bald Mountain
17. Leaning tree
18. Moxie Pond from Moxie Bald Mtn.
19. Roach Pond, with Big and Little
Spencer Mountains in Distance
20.
21. The Traveler
22. Photo taken 9/6/05
23. Turner Mountain from Bowlin Pond,
Katahdin in left background
24. The “Hulling Machine” on the
Penobscot East Branch
25. Grand Falls on East branch of
Penobscot River
26. Katahdin from near Katahdin Lake Camp
27. Katahdin from Outlet of Katahdin Lake 28. Squaw Mountain at foot of Moosehead Lake
29. Mosquito Mountain from Jones’
Camp on Moxie Pond
30. Katahdin and Sandy Stream
31. Moxie Pond
32. Pond near Big Lyford Pond (High water
flows into both Kennebec and
Penobscot Rivers)
33. Gordon’s Camps – Big Lyford Pond
34.View south from Kineo Mountain
35. Kineo from Lily Bay Stream
36. Jones’ Camps, Moxie Pond (now
Troutdale Cabins; the Appalachian
Trail crosses Moxie Pond here.)
37. Tote-road from the Aroostook
38. Moxie Falls near The Forks
39. The Forks of the Kennebec River
40. William Atkins, a guide, with Moosehead
41. Dead Moose lying in snow
42. Dead Moose lying in snow
43. Lynx Cat
44. “Slaughter Hill”
45. Gordon’s Camp, Big Lyford Pond
46. Moxie Falls near the Forks
47. Munsungan Lake – Canoe in ice
48. View northeast from Moxie Bald Mtn. 49. Moxie Pond from Moxie Bald Mtn.
50. Katahdin from near Katahdin Lake Camp
51. Horns of a moose shot in 1901
52. View south from Mosquito Narrows,

Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill - 10/24/09
Samuel Merrill – 10/19/09
Samuel Merrill - 11/18/15
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill – Nov., 1915
Samuel Merrill – Nov.21, 1915
Samuel Merrill – Nov. 21, 1925
Samuel Merrill – 11/14/09
Samuel Merrill – 11/16/09
Samuel Merrill – 10/10/09
Samuel Merrill – 10/25/09
Samuel Merrill – 11/16/09
Samuel Merrill – 10/24/09
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill – 10/15/09
Samuel Merrill – 10/10/09
Samuel Merrill – 10/10/09
Samuel Merrill – 10/23/09
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill – 1900
Samuel Merrill – 1900
Samuel Merrill – Nov., 1902
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill – 1900
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill – 10/24/09
Samuel Merrill – 10/24/09
Samuel Merrill - 11/16/09
Samuel Merrill
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Moxie Pond
53. Katahdin from near Katahdin Lake Camp
54. Moosehead Lake
55. Moosehead Lake
56. Farm Buildings in Katahdin Region (?) 57. Katahdin and inlet of Katahdin Lake
-

Samuel Merrill – 10/23/09
Samuel Merrill – 11/22/09
Samuel Merrill – August, 1909
Samuel Merrill – August, 1909
Samuel Merrill
Samuel Merrill – 11/22/09

May 19, 1939. Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
The Reservation Committee chairman has written me in regard to the Trail Club trip and I am
very glad you plan to stay at our camp for two days.
Two years ago a bunch of CCC Boys went over the trail and cut out the brush. I also had a man
go over the trail a quite a ways last year and will do more this year so if you will send the small
tool you speak of along I’ll do my best to have the trail in good condition so far as I can for your
parties.
Any time I can do anything to help you in your work do not hesitate to call on.
Hoping to see you this fall,
May 19, 1939. Arthur Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of May 16th, we are enclosing copy of our letter of March 2 which we
believe is the one you have in mind.
May 19, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College
Dear Will:
I have your letter of May 19th and I am pleased to hear from you again.
My suggestion would be that the B.C.O.C. trip concentrate on the marking. That is do a thorough
repainting job and renewing of markers plus the minor tasks on the list which I made after our
last trip. Of course in a few instances some slight work might be needed to indicate the way. But
the re-clearing and hurricane damage be left definitely for the CCC to clear out with the side
camp at Toothaker Brook. This wouldn’t make too tough a trip and with a little preparation and
advance instruction the boys could do a fine job so that for several years the painting could be
ignored. To try and clear would require too much effort. Keep in touch with Stubbs and see how
things are going and tell him what the O. C. does and that the clearing is left to his CCC crews.
The marking is of paramount importance anyway.
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If it could be done I wish the O. C. could extend some work east on the open slopes of
Saddleback where cairns are required. Gordon Hunt is now working in Portland. We really have
a hiatus from Saddleback to Orbeton Stream.
As things presently look I may be in Maine about the 20th of June and I hope to have better luck
getting to Lewiston than I have experienced previously. I want to go to Caratunk and do some
work between there and Pierce Pond and go on to measure the new route on Bigelow. How about
joining up on that. It is new country to you?
Due to my trouble last year I am very much in doubt as to the condition of the section from
Blanchard to Kokadjo [Road] as I have not seen it since 1936. I fear the Barren-Chairback
section needs some real clearing. But once again since we have in most cases to separate the
marking and the clearing work, my primary concern is to get the marking from Blanchard to the
Kokadjo Road renewed by competent people. If your plans went thru and if you could handle
that and note in detail what clearing and work are required we could handle that problem later.
I expect this summer to work on the marking from Katahdin down to Berry’s--the Kokadjo Road.
So if your plans went thru and you could hit that we would have the marking in good shape. That
would hold for a few years and we could independently work on the issue of getting the sections
recleared. We don’t know from Blanchard to Kokadjo Road how much needs to be done. The
Gulf Hagas Trail should he repainted blue. I imagine that Dorr hasn’t done any work on the trail
from the North side of Long Pond to the head of the Gulf and that is probably pretty bad.
The Gulf Hagas trails would take one day to paint.
I believe from what I sent last year you have enough paint-white and blue and markers. Check
the latter. Because of the experience in the peeling of the varnish we are not using any of the
varnished ones. Don’t put them up. We use either the one with the white letters or the black
letters on the unvarnished galvanized iron.
Two things. I don't need to urge you to give the crew a thorough drilling in how to mark. For the
most part save on Bemis Stream I believe it is pretty much a case of following the old. Tell them
not to slight things where it is hard to mark and not to leave gaps.
Have you a copy of the sign list for your section so you can determine where board signs are
missing.
When Billings was Forester he thought he could get a CCC crew in to do some clearing. Your
excursion would be for a different purpose of course but it occurred to me that my detailed letter
to him about approaches might help you so I will dig it out and include it for whatever help it
may be.
If I haven’t made the matter clear let me know. Tell the boys to repaint all mile markers too.
[The following incomplete typed material was at the bottom of the above letter, then the
hand-written note appears to be part of a letter from Walter Greene. Looks like two pages
got stuck and overlapped in the photocopier and the end of Avery’s letter to Sawyer is
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missing. I checked the original material at the State Library Annex on 1/24/18 without
finding any more.]
Because of the difficulty of trying to recall details along so much trail I
{don’t know what envelope enclosed was for. Maybe you want the letter back. Too sick to write
much. Will when I can. Best, Walter.}
May 19, 1939. Myron Avery to Mrs. E. W. York, Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mrs. York:
I have received your letter and note that you have received my letter enclosing the check in the
amount of $200 as an advance toward the Conference charges.
1 have talked over with the people here who are in charge of the various Committees your
problem with respect to your guests who would want to be at your Camps at the time of the
Conference. You will appreciate that we want to do everything to help you but after discussing
the matter, we feel quite strongly that such an arrangement would not be particularly satisfactory
to anyone concerned. As far as your guests are concerned, the presence of a great many people,
the activities going on, with themselves as the only strangers, and the arrangements with respect
to the accommodations and cabins would not, I think, be particularly satisfactory. We feel that if
they understood exactly the nature of our meeting and the number of people who will be there,
they would find it preferable to make some other arrangement. As far as you are concerned, the
crowded dining room and the inability to give these people any particular attention as well as the
meal arrangements, would not make a very satisfactory impression. We really think that they
would be much more satisfied not to try to double up with our party. We do not believe that it
would work out to anyone's satisfaction and the fact that you have a special group to watch out
for would tend to make more difficult carrying through the arrangements for the other party.
Under these circumstances, therefore, we feel that everyone would be much better off not to
attempt this combination of parties. Perhaps if they understood fully the situation, they will find
it possible to make some shift in date so as to be there at an earlier or a later time. We feel that,
in thinking this over, you would agree with us that it would be wiser not to try to make an
exception, but to adhere to our arrangement to have the facilities of the Club entirely at the
disposal of the Conference group.
We are looking forward with much interest to the promised letter with respect to the availability
of a guide to do the cooking for the camping party.
Tell Junior from me that I think that he will be much interested in the canoe demonstration. This
man is a real expert and even "old timers" in canoes may find that, like everything else, there is
something new in canoe handling.
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One of the people who is doing and will have quite a good deal to do with the Conference plans
and arrangements is Mr. Charles H. Warner, of Fall River. I think you probably will recall Mr.
Warner, as he has been at your Camps on previous occasions with Appalachian Mountain Club
parties. Mr. Warner is in a way acting as a sort of General Chairman but he has refused to take
the title, although he is carrying a good deal of the burden. We have talked over with him in
detail all of our plans and he is familiar with our correspondence with you. Mr. Warner expects
to make a trip to Katahdin well in advance of the Conference. This will afford an opportunity to
check over matters with you, particularly the arrangements outlined in our letters and will give
you an opportunity to discuss details, etc. I think it will be very helpful to have such an
opportunity before the middle of August. It is quite probable that Mr. Warner will be at Katahdin
around the Fourth of July. As far as we are concerned, whatever arrangements, in discussing
these matters, he makes with you will be with our full authorization and satisfactory to use.
I thought that I would write you at this time of Mr. Warner’s expected visit which I think will be
of much help in answering questions and checking up on matters, etc.
The interest in the Conference continues to increase.
Copy to Mr. Warner, Miss Stephenson
May 20, 1939. Myron Avery to Mr. Albert Pike, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Pike:
In keeping with our telephone conversation, I have sent to you under separate cover a copy of
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. I have also sent additional copies of the
Trail Conference maps of the White Cap and Barren-Chairback region.
If the quadrangle to be mapped extends into this area, I trust that these maps showing the existing
roads and trails will facilitate the work of the party.
I am sure that, as with the other recent topographic maps, the work party will be at pains to
designate The Appalachian Trail route, if it comes within the limits of the new quadrangle.
May 20, 1939. Albert Pike, Division Engineer in Charge, Atlantic Division, U. S. Geological
Survey, Washington, D.C., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am today in receipt of several maps in the vicinity of the Katahdin Iron Works.
Please accept my thanks for these maps which will be of immense value to our field parties.
May 25, 1939. Myron Avery to Charles 0. Titus, Maine Development Commission, Director
in Charge, State of Maine Exhibit, New York World Fair, State of Maine Building, New
York City.
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Dear Mr. Titus:
1 am writing you explaining the various matters of our conversation and am assembling the
literature at length. It will not be possible to have this transcribed and sent to you until the middle
of next week. If you will wait for that letter, it will cover all the matters. I am writing this in
order to explain the situation.
May 27, 1939. Chas. O. Titus, Director, State of Maine Exhibit, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter with reference to literature and note contents carefully. I shall be glad to
receive the material you are gathering for our work here when it is ready. We have received “The
Silver Aisle” here this week, and on two occasions at least, I have used it to advantage. Thank
you for your interest in our “State” and I will assist with any suggestions you may have to offer.
May 31, 1939. Myron Avery to Sterling W. Edwards, Box 331, Silver Spring, Maryland
Dear Edwards:
Will you kindly mail back to me at your earliest convenience the notes which I gave to you last
year on the Trail conditions in Maine. These notes were in the form of sheets from a notebook as
well as typed pages. I have use for these in connection with Trail work in the State and it will
save considerable labor if you will mail them to me at the Maritime Commission.
Unless I am advised by you to the contrary, 1 understand that you do not propose to go through
with the repainting of the section of trail between York's Camps and Katahdin at some time prior
to the Conference. You have some supplies in this connection which we should like to have
returned with the least possible expense.
You will, of course, appreciate the impression which your abandoning of this commitment will
create as to the nature of your interest in the Trail project.
May 31, 1939. Myron Avery to Mr. Charles 0. Titus, Director in Charge, State of Maine
Exhibit, New York World Fair, State of Maine Building, New York City.
Dear Mr. Titus:
This letter will serve to confirm the arrangements which we discussed on May 21st whereby you
would be supplied with material on The Appalachian Trail in Maine, and in addition we would
prepare a sort of plaque which would specifically call attention to the existence of the Trail in
Maine.
I will deal with the latter item first. We are preparing on a piece of wall board (approximately 3
feet by 4 feet) and will ship to you by express, probably the end of next week, a plaque. This will
have a map of the Trail in Maine, a brief statement of what The Appalachian Trail is generally
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and in Maine, a Trail marker, a few photographs of outstanding scenes along the route, the cover
page of our Guidebook, The Silver Aisle, and Katahdin Bibliography, and a statement to the
effect that information with respect to the Trail can be obtained from the attendants at the State
of Maine Building. We will have this material very carefully mounted and cared for in such a
manner to protect it. We propose to fasten a Guidebook to it. I recognize that this may easily be
appropriated but if the casualties do not become too frequent, we are willing to experiment with
it. It would be fine to have the Guidebook available to attract attention to it.
Dealing with the material which we were to send you for reference purposes:
1. Guidebooks. We have sent under separate cover two of the 1938 issue of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. This supersedes the book which you have. In July we
shall issue a 20-page Supplement to this third edition. Copies of this will, of course, be sent to
you.
2. Katahdin Bibliography and Supplement. This is of interest in showing the extent of the
literature on Katahdin. In fact, more has been written about this mountain than any single peak in
the United States. I am sure that you will be amazed at the extent of its literature.
3. Katahdin Booklet. This is the booklet which went through two editions and which I wrote for
the Maine Development Commission. You have one copy. The text is repeated as the chapter,
“Katahdin”, in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, but of course the
illustrations are missing.
4. Maps. We have sent you two separate packets containing the maps in GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. These loose maps are for ready reference and can perhaps
be used or exhibited more easily that those contained in the Guidebook.
5. Katahdin. I want to particularly call your attention to the generally descriptive chapter,
“Katahdin”, in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE and to the chapter,
“Katahdin Trails” as well as to the sketch maps of the trails at [? A blank here] and the detailed
contour map all contained in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. This is the
most extensive account of the region. In fact, you will note that about a hundred pages of the
Guide are devoted to the Katahdin area. The Supplement will contain additional Katahdin
material. This emphasis on Katahdin is, of course, entirely logical, as Katahdin is the northern
terminus of the Appalachian Trail and one of its outstanding features.
6. List of Publications. We have sent you a supply of the List of Publications of the Appalachian
Trail Conference. This indicates where GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
and the KATAHDIN BIBILOGRAPHY can be obtained, together with other material relating to
the Trail generally. This List of Publications might well be distributed to people who manifest
interest in obtaining further information and publications.
7. The Silver Aisle. Have sent you by express (unfortunately misaddressed as to your first name)
a package of 200 copies of The Silver Aisle. I call attention to the fact that the text of this
booklet is repeated as the chapter, “Along the Appalachian Trail in Maine” in GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, but of course the illustrations are missing. The Maine
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Development commission purchased a thousand copies of this booklet when it was printed but I
understand their supply is exhausted. The Bangor and Aroostook Railroad had a thousand copies
and I doubt if the demand on their supply has been very heavy. I would suggest that you write to
Mr. J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine, and
ascertain at this time the number that they can supply you with. This stock of 200 which I have
sent you so depletes our supply that we would not be able to furnish you any more. I comment on
this so that they can be distributed judicially. I would suggest that you reserve several copies for
file use.
8. Trail Conference announcements. I have included three copies of the Announcement which
we have sent out with respect to our Conference at Katahdin and the trip down the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. This is, of course, restricted to Conference members and delegates of affiliated
Clubs.
9. Prospectus of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. There are enclosed a hundred copies
of the prospectus describing GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE which may
be handed to people who are interested.
10. Appalachian Trailway News. This publication, which is the initial issue, is generally
descriptive of The Appalachian Trail, although, as you will note, there are a number of items
which refer to Maine. We would probably be able to send you an additional fifty copies of this
publication. It relates generally to the Trail developments and serves to convey information as to
what is occurring in various sections.
11. Mountains of Western Maine. I am enclosing two dozen copies of the reprints of this article
which is generally descriptive of the Appalachian Trail in Western Maine.
12. Reprints of an article on The Appalachian Trail across Maine.
I will repeat for your ready reference what I said as to the membership of the Trail Conference.
Its Constitution is contained in the printed report of' the 1937 Proceedings of the Conference, of
which I am enclosing two copies. The Conference is composed of organizations which maintain
Trail, organizations which contribute to the project, individuals who maintain Trail in official
capacity (such as the Maine Forest Service), and individual members known as Class “D”
members. The dues for this membership are $5.00 per year. These members receive all of the
Conference publications, Guidebooks, etc., and are kept informed as to activities. People who are
interested in affiliating themselves with the Conference through this membership and thus keep
in touch with its activities, should write directly to the Conference at 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which appears as sponsor of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, is, as I have said, an organization without dues, composed
of those who have contributed toward the development of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. It is,
as you will appreciate, a rather loosely organized group.
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We have, of course, a very extensive collection of photographs along the Trail in Maine and if in
connection with any particular activity you find that these would be of help, we should be very
glad to furnish them.
I repeat the suggestion made to you that if the supply of replaceable literature becomes exhausted,
if you will let us know, we shall be very glad to forward further copies.
I want to say that I very much appreciate your interest and your desire to help with publicizing
what I consider a unique feature of Maine's recreational program. I believe that the plaque which
we will forward to you by express will attract a good deal of attention to this item.
Copy to Miss Stephenson, Mr. Attwood, Mr. Greene
May 31, 1939. Walter L. Arnold, Guilford, Maine, to Walter Greene [Hand-written]
Dear Walter:
Received your card and was glad to hear from you. I have not been up the Little Wilson way this
spring but I saw a party that had. They said there had been a lot of cutting up there this winter but
they had no trouble in following the trail. I really do not believe any lumber men would allow the
trail to be blocked.
We have had a very backward spring and I have not got my garden planted yet—lots of freezing
nights. Although there have been some good fishing days, take it on the whole the fishing has
been poor. Too cold.
Keep up your courage.
June 1, 1939. Arthur Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sending you the proof sheets covering a general article on canoeing and several of the canoe
trips as well as rewrites on some of the fishing sections. I thought this might give you a better
idea of what the new Guide is going to look like.
Will you be kind enough to return these to me after you have looked them over.
June 2, 1939. {Dictated May 24th} Myron Avery to A. T. Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies
{Original and carbon sent.}
Dear Mr. Spring:
Thank you for your letter enclosing the copy of your letter which I had asked for.
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As a "token" payment on these three contributions, I thought it might be reassuring for you to
have physical proof that the first article had been completed. The second one - The Appalachian
Trail in Maine - has been dictated and I will be able to forward that to you in the near future.
You will note that I have changed the subject from Mountain Climbing to Trail Travel. In view
of the fact that Mr. Greaton is issuing this booklet on mountain climbing, I thought it might be
better strategy to use a different title, although the subject matter and the emphasis will be pretty
much the same. The matter of the equipment to take and the precautions is necessarily a
paraphrase of the sections of the material which I contributed to Mr. Greaton and which he is
using. I see no other alternative; These are the facts and have to be stated that way, although I
have done so in different language.
1 will appreciate your advising me if this is the type of article which you wished in this
connection. The Appalachian Trail article will be decidedly longer.
There is one thing which I should like to stipulate for. I think it highly desirable that we should
be afforded an opportunity to read the proof after the articles have been set up, and as it will
assure greater accuracy. I know that you will be very glad to see to it that we have this
opportunity.
TRAIL TRAVEL IN MAINE
{See letter 6/2/39}
By
Myron H. Avery
Lubec, Maine
For the type of wilderness travel here discussed, there is no precise term. It is not mere walking,
for it calls for the exercise of additional faculties, both physical and mental. However, no
particular training or technique is essential. Requisite only is a moderate degree of physical
ability and some forethought for the journey to be undertaken. It is a type of recreation that
requires only the will to go. In general, what we have reference to here is travel on foot through
the Maine woods. The route will be old wood road, tote- road, or trail, or some even less defined
route.
The terrain with which the traveler of Maine’s trails will become familiar is a combination of the
best of the Maine wilderness--its mountains, forests, streams and lakes. The mountains of Maine,
however, admittedly are the dominating features of what the trail traveler will encounter and,
therefore, are emphasized here. Their ascent is not mountaineering in any technical sense. Rather
than being the sole objective, such ascents are the climaxes of a varied and interesting program.
As the entire northern part of Maine is a wilderness, any section at all, as one chooses, may well
form the locality for the kind of travel herein discussed; it is a matter of choice and personal
preference.
The attractions of Maine’s mountains lie not in dominating height or difficulty of access but in
their infinite variety. The outstanding peak - perhaps best known of all the mountains in the east is Katahdin, a massive granite monolith rising seemingly from the flat plain of the central Maine
wilderness. Perhaps the allurement of this peak is due to the sense of isolation created by its
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abrupt uplift from the green forested plain below. Perhaps its challenge lay in its seeming
distance and superb aloofness - a monarch of a limitless terrain. Whatever be the explanation of
its fascination, the attractions of this area require no elaboration.
Much that Katahdin and the other lesser-known peaks of Maine have to offer was occasioned by
the glacier which stood down over New England eons ago, planing off these summits and
molding their shapes as a gigantic sculptor. Thus, there have resulted numerous peaks, seemingly
above timber line, affording breath-taking cycloramic views. This timber line is not a true,
climatic timber line, for there is none such in Maine, but is the result of the glacier. It is these
extensive open areas which afford the distinctive and unusual features of the mountain system of
this State.
Perhaps, to the casual climber of a mountain in Maine, the feature which will most impress is the
extent of the lakes-- a silver pattern over the green mantle of the forest cover--lakes so numerous
that one despairs of any effort to count them. As one traveler wrote, they resemble the broken,
scattered fragments of a mirror. The peaks of the Southern Appalachians may, as a whole, be
more inaccessible and rise to a more dominating height than those of the northeastern United
States but to one who has known the summits of the Maine wilderness, there is, in the Southland,
always a sense of "something missing". One appreciates that there should be something in the
forest wilderness which is not there. And, in answer to this query, there comes to mind again the
silvery sheen from the myriad crystal lake a "heliographing” to the summit.
Again, there are the hardwood forests when in autumn the kaleidoscope of colors, flaming
crimson, burnished gold, and the deepest of yellows, leaves with the traveler an indelible
impression.
This, too, is a land of tradition. Past many of these peaks struggled Benedict Arnold's gallant but
ill-fated expedition to lay siege to Quebec. The story of this daring march through the Maine
wilderness is well told in Kenneth Roberts' ARUNDEL.
These summits have also witnessed a saga in economic history - the lumbering industry of Maine.
With its cycle of the old pine times, through long logs and pulpwood, with its wealth of the
heroic and the exploits of a hardy race of men, with all its labor and toil, as well as the
picturesque, there are few localities where there has not occurred some striking drama.
Maine's forest and mountain region does, however, possess one unique feature which makes
accessible many of its outstanding peaks. From Katahdin southwest to the Maine-New
Hampshire line, there extends for 265 miles the Maine link of The Appalachian Trail. This is a
master footpath devoted to the interests of foot travelers only. In its course this Trail traverses
some of the outstanding peaks in the State. This Trail is marked throughout by white paint blazes
and the familiar Appalachian Trail markers. It is a maintained route and, for reasons of greater
assurance, the opening chapter in one’s history of Maine's woods travel should be laid along The
Appalachian Trail before venturing into less-charted regions. A 32-page illustrated booklet, The
Silver Aisle, descriptive of The Appalachian Trail in Maine, may be had upon application to the
Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
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Conditions in the Maine forests should be thoroughly appreciated. With the exception of the
marked, continuous Appalachian Trail and at Acadia National Park, there has been no organized
or systematic attempt, as in other States, to make available this mountain region. Neither has
there been any extensive planned trail system, for with restricted exceptions, no mountaineering
groups have "adopted" this region. Much of the area is not included in the topographic maps
issued by the U. S. Geological Survey. Over three-quarters of a century ago there were issued the
classic Farrar and Hubbard Guidebooks, mainly descriptive of the routes of Maine lakes and
rivers. Subsequently, until the appearance of the very complete GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, there were available no other guidebooks for this
wilderness area. Certain sections, however, were described and illustrated in the annual
publication of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, entitled IN THE MAINE WOODS, which
may be had at a cost of fifteen cents from the Railroad at Bangor, Maine.
Under these conditions, it is a fortunate circumstance, however, that affords a route to many of
Maine's outstanding peaks which would otherwise be unavailable. This is the result of the Maine
system of fire protection. On some eighty peaks are located lookout towers, mostly steel, from
which during the summer season an unceasing vigil is maintained to protect the Maine
wilderness from the ravages of fire.
The trails to these lookout towers lead from the end of some road passable by automobile. These
trails are maintained but are not marked. Where the trail leaves the road, its beginning is usually
indicated by one of the striking Maine Forest Service signs with its monition to use care in the
forests. Junctions of the trail are not marked on these routes, which are intended primarily for
utility rather than recreation. Although the route is unmarked, the single wire of the telephone
line which leads on to the warden's cabin and on to the fire- tower usually furnishes an
unmistakable guide. Too great reliance on the telephone line may, however, lead to confusion,
for oftentimes the wire follows short cuts over extremely rough terrain. Special care, however,
should be exercised to note the route, particularly for the return; temporary markers can be used
at the intersections. It should be borne in mind that becoming lost or straying from the route may
involve serious consequences as well as the expense and inconvenience of searching parties. In
climbing these peaks, when you emerge from the timber, if the route is obscured or visibility
restricted, do not attempt to progress farther. Remember that you are traveling in wilderness and
be governed accordingly.
There is one aspect of travel in the Maine woods which, for nonresidents, exercises a controlling
restraint. The Maine statutes require non-residents, who light fires while camping, fishing, or
hunting, to employ guides except at campsites maintained by the Maine Forest Service. This
legislation was predicated upon the necessity of protection of the forests from fire through the
availability of competent trained guides. The specific language of the statute is:
Non-residents shall not kindle fires upon any unorganized township while engaged in
camping, fishing or hunting, from May 1st to November 1st, without being in charge of a
registered guide, except at public campsites maintained by the Forestry Department.
This provision thus restricts the non-resident to fireless camps. In practice, however, as far as
trips to the lookout towers are concerned, this requirement will cause little inconvenience, as the
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journey to most fire towers and the return may be made in a day. As the lean-tos along The
Appalachian Trail are these public campsites, the use of the Trail facilities complies with this
requirement.
A few monitions may be of value to the traveler. The primary consideration is to obtain adequate
information about the trip that you are undertaking. Do not undertake trips beyond your capacity.
Above all, allow ample time for the journey. It is essential to avoid having to travel in strange
terrain after dark. Plan your trip; allow ample time for the views from the summit and the
knowledge of the surrounding country to be obtained thereby. The mere travel through the
woods should not be the objective in itself. Acquire some familiarity with the trees, flowers,
shrubs and animal life of the Maine woods. A very useful volume on the trees may be had gratis
on application to the Maine Forest Service at Augusta, Maine.
Guard against the prevalent failing of over-estimating one's ability to travel. With the stops en
route, at the end of the day, you will find that you have hardly averaged more than two miles an
hour. Many of these trails are excessively rough and steep; they follow a direct route. Unless
they chance to utilize an old wood road, there is no worked footway. Allow, in your planning, an
hour per mile for climbs of the mountain itself and double this allowance for steep climbs.
As you become more familiar with the geography of the Maine woods and in particular with the
system of lumber roads and telephone lines utilized for fire protection, you will discover that
extended trips are possible. You may journey from mountain to mountain and from river system
to river system, following old tote-roads and Maine Forest Service telephone lines.
Any discussion of the necessary equipment for an extended trip in the Maine woods is beyond
the scope of this comment, A pack, preferably of the frame type, by reason of its ventilating
qualities and absence of pressure on the back, a tent and a sleeping bag, are primary essentials.
For the one-day trip, however, the needed equipment is pretty much a matter of personal choice.
One will need a small pack to hold lunch and rain garments. The summits are frequently cold and
windy. A sweater or extra wool shirt is very desirable, Particular thought should be given to
footwear; your shoes should be well broken in, thick soled, and at least half a size larger than
street shoes. Above all, avoid the indiscretion of starting a trip with new, unbroken boots. One
may wear one or two pairs of wool hose over an old pair of silk or lisle socks. Blisters, often the
bane of trail travel, may be avoided by hardening one's feet through the use of a tannic acid
solution; use one ounce of tannic acid powder in two quarts of water in a porcelain container for
fifteen minutes several times before your trip.
Springs and sources of drinking water are so frequently encountered in Maine that one gives this
matter little thought. Only on the highest peaks and in dry weather will a canteen be necessary.
Likewise, in Maine, one does not concern oneself with the problem of poisonous snakes. Lest we
be thought to paint this area as too much a paradise for trail travel, we warn against mosquitoes,
black flies and midges. If your trips are in June or July, take with you a mosquito or black fly
preparation. A most effective remedy is an equal mixture of pine tar, oil of citronella and
cottonseed oil. There are several less potent proprietary preparations readily available in sporting
goods stores.
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As against a possible mishap, the traveler on the Maine trails should always have in his pack
three things: a good compass, matches, or firemaking material, and something in the way of
emergency food. In advance of your trip, you will have obtained the best available map. This you
will have studied prior to your trip in order to obtain a thorough knowledge of the country and
the course you propose to travel. A compass will be of no help if you have no knowledge of
where you should go. Lastly, and as a primary precaution, do not travel alone.
While this comment relates for the most part to that type of trail travel where the only requisites
are sufficient energy and a moderate degree of physical preparation combined with the urge to
see what lies beyond, it should be known that Maine, however, does offer the superlative in rock
climbing and the more technical phases of mountaineering. The rock climbing and the routes at
Katahdin are well known. Leading mountaineers, after sojourns in the Alps and more publicized
regions, return each year to climb on the sheer granite walls of the Katahdin basins. The
mountains in Acadia National Park also afford excellent climbing. Articles on the rock climbing
routes at Katahdin have appeared in the various issues of Appalachia, the journal of the
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Massachusetts. This phase of the Maine
wilderness travel is, however, one that calls for a specialized technique and training.
June 3, 1939. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Clifford:
I have your letter of May 17th and I am glad to hear from you. I know that you had in mind to do
a first-class job over a long section of the Trail but 260 miles for Maine alone is a long section
and we have to stretch out our limited funds. 1 am enclosing check for $15.00 and 1 hope that
this will put it in fair shape. The major problem should be the getting out of the small growth,
blackberry bushes, briers, alders and stuff like that which is starting to come in. Although your
men may think that the ax is the only tool to use, if they would be a little broad-minded about it
and experiment with these pruning shears and weeders they will find them mighty good tools in
getting out this small stuff; you have the tools we sent last year.
There is one place that I am particularly anxious to have well cleared out of the briers and small
growth. This is the section around the old lumber road where it crosses the Trail about half a
mile south of the river. It will be readily recognized but when the stuff grows in, it is very
difficult to see just where the trail goes there.
About this matter of relocation. If you had in mind any material changes, it would of course use
up quite a lot of time and money. However, I felt that, unless there is a decided benefit to be
gained it would not be worthwhile to relocate short sections of the present route. The Trail has
been there for about three years now and there is a pretty well defined footway. In addition, it
was carefully repainted last year and measured. If these changes are made, it would mean that we
would have to change our measurements and description and spend quite a bit of time removing
the old paint markings and putting in the new. There are, of course, some sections in there that
are mighty swampy and if a relocation could avoid these and put the trail on dryer and less rough
ground, it would be a gain. However, unless there is a material improvement to be made, any
minor changes would merely complicate matters and add to the work. So I am going to suggest
when you go over the route, unless you find that it is possible to make a real improvement, that
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the present route not be disturbed. If a relocation will avoid some of that swamp and wet country,
then obviously we ought to take the burden of remarking the new route and remeasuring it next
year, but unless there is a decided improvement, it means more trouble than benefit. I am
explaining this situation in detail and you will see what I have in mind.
I hope you will let me know how the trail work comes along and particularly whether or not any
change is made. Either the change ought to be a real one, much improving the present route, or
let it stay as it is.
You will find that, by reason of the work I did last year, before I emptied that paint can in my
pack, the Trail from the head of the lake to the West Branch is extremely well painted, so that
nothing will need to be done in that connection. As far as growth is concerned, one of the worst
sections is, as you know, right close to your camp as well as on your Rainbow side trail.
Our plans for our trip are coming along extremely well. It is hot down here, up to ninety now,
and I am beginning to think about how cool that water is in Rainbow.
{Copy Stephenson}
June 3, 1939. Myron Avery to Earl Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works,
Maine
Dear Mr. Perham:
I have received your letter of May 19th. It is unnecessary for me to say that I very much
appreciate your cooperation in the Trail work. In view of the fact that the Appalachian Mountain
Club, which is entirely separate and distinct from The Appalachian Trail Conference, has
scheduled a camping trip in August at Katahdin Iron Works, and will make a number of trips
over the Barren-Chairback Range, we are naturally anxious that the Trail should present as good
an appearance as possible. I of course knew of the CCC work of 1937 but I had not known that
your man had worked over the Trail. That will help a great deal.
The tools which I will send are a pair of long handled pruning shears. These are particularly
effective in cutting out the small sprouts, etc. Once the Trail is cleared, as you know, an ax is not
a very good tool for getting out this small stuff. There is another type of tool called a ”weeder”
which we will have sent up to you which is extremely useful in cutting out the very small growth.
One can handle it much easier than a scythe and it will take out the very small stuff. The blade is
made of good steel. It will probably be two or three weeks before these tools arrive.
So that I may know just exactly what section of Trail you can care for, I would appreciate your
letting me know just how far down the Barren-Chairback Range your man will be able to go.
Would he be able to get down as far as the side trail which runs off to Dore's Camps? I take it
that there will not be any work to do between the Pleasant River Road and your camps.
Since the parties are staying over an additional day and take in the Gulf Hagas section, I would
like to have some reclearing done there. We have taken out of our reservation money the amount
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of $5.00 and I am enclosing check for this amount. I trust that this will cover the labor of your
man for a couple of days on the Gulf Hagas trail which is an extra. This should put it in passable
shape.
I will appreciate your letting me know when this trail work has been finished and also of any
other developments in that connection.
I am counting on seeing you in August. Our people look forward to a very enjoyable time at
Long Pond and the cooperation which you are affording us is very encouraging.
{Copy Stephenson}
June 3, 1939. Myron Avery to Lively Lad Weeder Company, Ashland City, Tennessee.
Gentlemen:
You will recall that you have sent into various sections of Maine for us some of your Lively Lad
Weeders. There are two additional places where we should like to have these sent. Will you
kindly send three weeders and three extra blades to Earl Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin
Iron Works, Maine, and two weeders and two extra blades to Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
These should be sent by parcel post, prepaid, and the bill sent to the Appalachian Trail
Conference at 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
June 3, 1939. R. B. MacMullin, The Mathieson Alkali Works, Niagara Falls, N.Y., to
Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
With the coming of the summer comes the yen to do another stretch on the Appalachian Trail. I
originally intended to join your group at the Trail Conference at Katahdin August 18 - 26 and
then take the trip south which lasts through September 5th. However, on studying the plans for
this Conference and trip, it seems to me to be rather expensive. Moreover, I dislike crowds and
the accommodations on the trip will certainly be stretched to the limit. Therefore, I have decided
to make the trip through Maine from Katahdin to Rangeley with just a couple of other
companions starting about August 15th. We will do our own camping mostly, picking up our
supplies from caches at several points along the route.
I understand that only citizens of Maine can have free camping privileges and build fires at
places other than regular camping cites [sic]. Can you tell me what sort of permits would be
required to give me this privilege? Could I, for example, take out a second class guide’s license?
Being a former resident of Maine it might be possible for me to secure such.
I met Dr. Outerbridge and the Kilpatricks at Philadelphia last November. We had a great time
talking over our Southern Appalachian trips. All of this reminds me that I failed to send you the
photographs promised and to finish the map which I got started covering the Southern
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Appalachians. This was not pure laziness on my part but I have been pretty well occupied by
other activities and just could not find time to do the work.
My hobby during the past year has been to visit and explore little-known places in Western New
York and in so doing I have discovered many pleasant trails that exist even in this well-built up
section of the country. All told during the past twelve months I calculate I have walked over
2000 miles and therefore, I am in pretty good trim for knocking off a couple of hundred miles in
Maine in August. With best wishes to yourself and continued success of the Trail organization, I
am,
June 3, 1939. Myron Avery to R. G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Stubbs:
Have there been any developments with respect to the work outlined for the side camp at
Toothaker Brook since my last letter to you? Since then we have turned up more trouble. A Mr.
Gardner G. Fernald of Wilton, Maine, has written to Walter Greene, who is still confined to the
Edgewater Rest, as follows:
Last fall was on the Little Wilson Stream. There was some pulping on both sides up for
about a mile. The Trail from the footbridge to the falls had been cut over and obliterated.
Will the markings be replaced this spring.
1 do not know whether this comes in your District or not but 1 am very much at a loss as to how
we could handle reclearing the Trail between Little Wilson Campground and Monson. We could
find out of our funds for the Conference and Maine Trail trips, since this section will be used, a
small amount of money. There is the same difficulty with respect to the Trail on the west end of
Barren Mountain. On the east end we will get Perham’s camps to care for it.
1 do not know whether this section is within your jurisdiction but I am wondering if you would
know of any ways and means of getting this cleared up in the very immediate future.
June 3, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Myshrall, White House Camps, P.O. Box 42,
Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. Myshrall:
Your letter dated May 19, 1939, came through very promptly.
I am sorry to note your attitude in the matter, for I am afraid we have not made much progress. I
should have thought, since you are starting business and are most anxious to develop good will
among your patrons and a reputation for your camps, that you would have been disposed to
cooperate with us as much as possible. 1 explained to you that, because of your situation,
I was anxious personally to do everything that I could to help you make your venture a success. I
have, however, the feeling that you are not trying to cooperate with us; particularly since you
write that you will not do the trail work which I had requested--for which the compensation
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would have been entirely reasonable for the labor involved. If this had been done last fall, it
would not be a problem now.
Your attitude in this respect is entirely different from all of the other camp owners who have
helped us in every way possible. The situation is more difficult to understand here, for you were
not asked to do something for nothing in return.
As to this question of rate, you will remember that the boat trip was entirely your suggestion as a
means of making the stay at the camps more attractive. If you had intended that we should be
charged extra for this, it would make our stay at your camps more expensive than elsewhere, and
it is somewhat strange to me that you did not give me the rate last fall and have not quoted it as
yet in any of your letters. As far as the rate is concerned, it is obvious that some camps have
more to offer in the way than others. As far as individual travel over the Trail is concerned, we
have thought it much more satisfactory to set forth in the guidebook a standard price of $3.50 per
person. However, with a party the size that ours will be and since at least two days are involved,
one would expect in the first place to have a better rate for a group than the day rate for a single
person. We paid your predecessor at the rate of $3.00 a day on our 1935 trip for the same
facilities as you now have available. However, I thought that we were being particularly helpful
to you in not asking for the same rate but offering to pay the $3.50, suggesting that we could play
up the boat trips to place your camps on the same attractive basis as the others en route. However,
if you do not care to recognize this or show some evidence of cooperation with us on this Trail
work, we think that probably it would be more satisfactory to all concerned if we did not attempt
to stop at the White House Camps. You will appreciate that we have two days at Nahmakanta
and it will be very easy to go in one day from the foot of the lake to Joe Mary. All of your
neighbors have been cooperating with us in meeting the problem this year of getting the Trail put
in first-class order for the parties and I must say that I am very much disappointed at your
attitude.
To avoid any misunderstanding, I want to say now that we have no reservation whatever with
you for the Trail trips in 1939 and whether or not we will think it advisable to try to stop at your
camps will rest entirely with you. In view of the attitude which you have manifested--which was
very much a surprise to me after my visit--I am somewhat afraid of risking it lest there be some
other misunderstanding or manifestation of these same difficulties. I think that you will
recognize in time that when you are in the sporting camp business, you have to show a little
cooperation and effort to get patronage and not drive people away.
This side trail is no concern of ours, as it is merely a method whereby you could get business.
You will appreciate, of course, that if the trip does not stop at your camps, it will not be a
particularly good advertisement for you.
I hope you will think this matter over carefully and will convince me that I have formed the
wrong impression from your letter and that you do mean to cooperate. Obviously, however, since
our expenses have been budgeted, we do not propose to pay more at your camps than we do
elsewhere and this is what the situation would amount to, apart from the fact that you are not
willing to help us when we are going out of our way to help you.
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June 4, 1939. Annie Peaks Kenny, Town Club Publicity Dept., Dover-Foxcroft, Maine, to
Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:Could your office make use of folders like the inclosure? If so, how many and to what address
shall they be sent?
The APPALACHIAN TRAIL passes within a very few miles of this Village (in Monson) and it
may be that some of the way-farers will wander far enough afield to find us. If so, we want them
to know about us, and we are anxious to serve them.
June 5, 1939. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Just a few lines to say that the B.O.C. plans to start in next Sunday for a few days work on the
A.T.
As we now have things planned, one gang will go to Saddleback Mt. and build cairns for two
days; two men will start at the Rangeley Road (Highway 4) and work westward painting and
marking; another car will go in to So. Arm; and another crew will start in at Frye bridge, work
east to C Pond, and concentrate on the B.O.C. trail up C. Bluff. Our plans do not include clearing
of down timber on the A.T. Can you tell me if the C.C.C. has started work, and if not, when they
will?
Can you have sent to me three or four copies of the Trail Manual? Mine seems to be mislaid, and
I would like for these boys to have a chance to read it before they go into the woods.
{Sent literature and handwritten letters.}
June 5, 1939. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Helon:
It has been quite some time since I have written to you. I had hoped before now to have more
definite word as to just what the program of the CCC Camp at Toothaker Brook will be. As you
will remember, we were hoping that the entire Trail would be recleared by the CCC Camp so
that we would have to concern ourselves only with the renewal of the marking where needed.
I thought I would write to you and ask if there have been any recent changes or developments
that have come to your attention. We are planning to get out a 20-page Supplement to the Maine
Guidebook early in July and as I may be in Portland some week-end in June or July, I hoped that
I might have the opportunity to run up and cover this section. In fact, I want to go from Caratunk
to Bigelow Village in order to see the new lean-tos, etc.
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I do not suppose that you have ever had an opportunity to get over on the section between Pierce
Pond and the Kennebec River. You will remember that I sent to Sterling some time ago some
paint, both black and white, for renewing the marking and correcting the mistake where
apparently the CCC crew marked the wrong route. Using black paint is an easy method of
getting rid of the old markings.
Have your plans for the summer advanced to the point of where you know whether or not you
are going to be able to come to the Conference? I shall count on hearing from you as to whether
or not there have been any developments in western Maine. It looks as if my Kibby trip won’t
materialize again this year on account of the time which will be required for the Conference and
the trip over the Trail in Maine.
Gordon Hunt is working in the radio section of Ward’s Store in Portland. I missed him when I
was there about a month and a half ago.
June 5, 1939. Roger L. Scaife, Little, Brown & Company, Publishers, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have just read your little article on “The Appalachian Trailway” and it is excellent. I think it
will be quite a revelation to the public to know that this trail is so extensive. The average person
thinks of the Appalachian Trail as something indigenous to New Hampshire and Maine.
I am sure you will secure an interesting reading from many who are likely to make use of the
trail in its different and varied localities.
June 5, 1939. Emma A Garrigan, Asst. Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter addressed to Mr. Spring; which arrived in this morning’s mail.
Mr. Spring is traveling in northern Maine and we have today forwarded a copy of your letter to
him. As soon as we hear from him, we will get in touch with you.
June 5, 1939. Alice C. Foster, Little Brown & Company, Publishers, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for sending copy for THE APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY to appear in the 1940 OLD
FARMER'S ALMANAC.
Proofs will be sent you for your okey before publication.
June 6, 1939. Myron Avery to R. B. MacMullin
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Dear Bob:
I am replying to your letter of June 3rd.
In early July we shall have out a 20-page Supplement to the Maine Guide. This will list the
additional lean-tos.
From Katahdin to the foot of Nahmakanta Lake (about 43 miles) you will find lean-tos. The gap
is about 100 miles from there to Moxie Bald Mtn. For there to the Maine New-Hampshire Line
there is a complete chain of these structures at conveniently located distances. These structures
are public campsites you know and exempt from the Guide law provisions. The jump from
Moxie Mtn. To Pierce Pond is very long but the town of Caratunk comes in there. Getting a
guide's license as a Maine resident requires the endorsement of the local warden. If you paid a
poll tax in Maine and got the local warden you could perhaps qualify. The non-resident Guide's
license costs $20 and is I think limited to contiguous territories. (Write the Commissioner of
Inland Fisheries and Game for full information as to the Statutes or rather for a copy of the laws.)
Frankly 1 don't believe you would have any trouble--if using common sense precautions you
make this jumped [sic] and camped. If however you wanted to travel with an easy conscience
and have no worries when you met a warden, you could use the public accommodations in the
section where there are no lean-tos.
The hurricane did some damage in western Maine and the re-clearing may be a bit slow there.
We are counting on a CCC side Camp. Things, however, should be well along in western Maine
in August.
We shall do some Trail work in August on our trip and if you could defer your own trip for a
couple of weeks you would be assured of finding things in a much better shape from Katahdin to
the Piscataquis River. Of course it is all a matter of personal taste but I don’t feel quite the same
as you do about the Conference and the Sporting Camps on the Trail. In the end when you have
bought your provisions, driven around to cache them, estimate the lost time etc. and all the other
inconveniences, the net difference isn't so much. The camps and the proprietors are a distinct
feature of the route. You learn a lot from them about the country. I certainly would suggest you
try a part of the route that way. From the Kennebec west the camps are less interesting and
farther from the Trail. What they contribute in the way of enjoyment to a trip in Maine is real and
makes the trip unusual.
If you have never spent any time at Katahdin you will want to do so. The Conference affords an
opportunity to do that at the least personal cost and trouble in making arrangements. Every one
should put in a few days there. The Conference sessions will be brief and the contacts and
acquaintances will be of some value to you. The cost is as low as it can be made considering all
the features thrown in.
I am looking forward to these sessions and the trip down the Trail with expectations of personal
enjoyment apart from the necessity of attending.
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Late August and early September is the best time in the woods. If you can do so, come after us if
not with us.
One should not camp near the Sporting Camps. Other than that I have no suggestion to offer.
I hope I have outlined the situation so as to be of help to you. In running this off I have hit a lot
of wrong keys but we are loaded up at the moment and I wanted to get this information to you.
With best regards
Yours in the bonds
June 6, 1939. Myron Avery to Waldo N. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Seavey:
You may recall that when I was at Augusta, I discussed with you the possibility of getting a
small CCC crew to do some clearing on the Trail east of the Kennebec River. I suggested the
possibility of the Princeton Camp in the event that it was not expedient to obtain a small crew
from the Jefferson Camp.
In view of the Trail Conference and the trips that are scheduled over this section of the Trail as
well as by reason of Mr. Fechner’s attendance, we are most anxious that the Maine trail should
be in the best possible condition.
I assume that at this time you are making definite arrangements for the CCC program during the
coming year and I trust that you will find it possible to work out something along this line. I shall
much appreciate your advising me of the possibilities.
June 6, 1939. [Revision of list dated January, 1939] (Contained in Folder 20, Parts 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5, at Lubec)
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ARTICLES
by
Myron H. Avery
FOLDER 20, PART 1
{Copy Safe Deposit vault/orig.; Me. State Library; Black Folder; A.T. Part 34 (File 657); Me.
A.T. Part 33 (File 54} {**Signifies no separate contained in Folder 20; see copy in file of
Appalachia for Appalachia articles. ***Signifies copies in Library of M. H. Avery.}
VALEDICTORY. The Quoddy LIght 1916, Lubec High School, p, 34.
WHY I WOULD GO TO COLLEGE. Christian Conference Bulletin, June, 1922, College
Number (Rhode Island and Massachusetts).
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR MT. KTAADN.** (S. S. C. Smith and M. H. Avery), Appalachia, vol.
15, no. 3, December 1922, p. 334.
A BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR MT. KTAADN, REVISED.** (S. S. C. Smith and M. H. Avery),
Appalachia, vol. 16, no. 4, Dec. 1924, P. 59.
THE AVERY FAMILY. 119 pp. (typewritten). Copy deposited at New Eng. His. & Gen. Soc.
and Me. State Library.
NORTHERN MAINE AND ITS POSSIBILITIES FOR CANOEING. Water Sports Magazine,
vol. 16, no. 189, Sept., 1926.
A NEW ROUTE TO MT. KATAHDIN. In the Maine Woods, 1928. pp. 13-26.
THE KING’S BROAD ARROW. The Maine Naturalist. September, 1927, vo. 7, no. 3.
FOREST FIRES AT MOUNT KATAHDIN. The Northern. (Great Northern Paper Co.
publication), June, 1938
THE MONUMENT LINE SURVEYORS ON KATAHDIN. Appalachia, June and December,
1928. vol. 17, no. 1, pp. 33-43.
ENFORCEMENT OF THE KING’S BROAD ARROW. The Maine Naturalist., September,
1928, vol. 8, no. 3
THE KEEP PATH AND ITS SUCCESSORS, Appalachia, Dec. 1928, vol. 17, no. 2, pp. 132147; June 1929, vol. 17, no. 3, pp. 224-237.
A CIRCUIT OF THE KATAHDINAUGUOH, Appalachia, December, 1928, vol. 17, no, 2, pp.
174-9.
THE 8T0RY OF WASSATAQUOIK. The Maine Naturalist, September, 1929, vol. 9, no. 3
THE KATAHDINAUGUOH. In the Maine Woods, 1929, pp. 13-37
EXPLORING THE NORTHWEST BASIN OF KATAHDIN, A SELDOM-VISITED
FEATURE OF A MUCH FREQUENTED MAINE MOUNTAIN. The Lewiston Journal,
November 2, 1929.
THE DEAD-WATER MOUNTAINS. The Maine Naturalist, April, 1930, vol. 10, no. 1,
A NINE DAYS’ HIKE IN THE BLUE RIDGE. Mountain Magazine, July, 1929; reprinted in
American Motorist, D. C. edition, November, 1929.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. Mountain Magazine, February, 1930.
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR KATAHDIN, SUPPLEMENT. Appalachia, June, 1930, vol. 18, no. 1,
pp. 49-56.
NOTES ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN THE SOUTH. Appalachia, December, 1930, vol.
18, no. 2, pp. 198-9.
THS APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN PENNSYLVANIA’S SOUTH MOUNTAIN. American
Motorist, D. C., April, 1931. (Revised edition issued as Supplement, P.A.T.C. Bulletin, Oct.
1936.
PROGRESS OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. Mountain Magazine, June, 1931 (reprinted
with additions in The Sportswomen, ** September and October, 1932).
FOLDER 20: PART 2
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL - MIDDLE ATLANTIC SECTION. Appalachia June, 1931, vol.
18, no. 3, pp. 325-330.
AL0NG THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN THE GEORGIA BLUE RIDGE. Appalachia,
December, 1931, vol. 18, no. 4, pp. 491-5
A BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THE SMOKIES. (Robert L. Mason and M. H. Avery), Appalachia,
June, 1931,voI, 18, no. 3, pp. 271-7}; SUPPLEMENT in December 1936, vol. 21, no. 2,
Appalachia.
APPALACHIAN TRAIL GUIDE BOOKS. Appalachia, December, 1931, vol. 18, no. 4 pp. 4956.
THE POTOMAC APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.** Appalachia, December, 1931, vol.
18, no. 4, pp. 500-l.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL - SOUTHERN VIRGINIA: PEAKS OF OTTER TO NEW
RIVER, Appalachia, June, 1932, vol. 19, no, 1, pp. 161-5; Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
Bulletin, July, 1932.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL - CONNECTICUT. Appalachia, June, 1932, Vol. 19, no. 1, pp.
165-8.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MASSACHUSETTS. Appalachia, December, 1932, vol.19,
no, 2, pp. 312-8.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MARYLAND. Appalachia, December, 1932, vo1. 19,
no. 2, pp. 318-9.
THE UNAKA AND PISGAH. Appalachia, June, 1933, pp 486-8. (Reprinted, in toto, in
GUIDE TO THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS issued by The Appalachian Trail
Conference.)
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MAINE AND THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. In the Maine Woods, 1933. pp. 97-103.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL: MAINE. Appalachia, 1933, pp. 623-4.
MARKING THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. In the Maine Woods, 1934. pp. 19-32.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. American Forests, March, 1934, vol. 40, no. 3, pp. 106-10.
(Reprinted in Lutheran Youth. April 29, 1934, vol. 22, no. 17 and Walking, August 1934; also
reprinted in Scientific American, July, 1935, vol. 153, pp. 5-7.)
CLIMBING MOUNT KATAHDIN. Published by The Maine Development Commission,
1934; 24 pages illustrated, with map.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. Farmers Almanac, (Maine Edition)1935. Me. edition,
page Maine 10.
IN THE BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS OF VIRGINIA. Supplement to P.A.T.C. Bulletin. Jan.
1936. (Reprinted in Shenandoah Travelogue, 1937. Luray, Va.) (See article in July, 1936
American Motorist—extracted from this article.)
MOUNT KATAHDIN IN MAINE. Published by the Maine Development Commission. Second
edition, 1935; 28 pages, illustrated, with map. (Reprinted in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE.)
WESTWARD — IN THE MAINE WOODS. In the Maine Woods, 1935, pp. 19-29.
GUIDEBOOKS AND MAPS OF THE MAINE WILDERNESS. (Anonymous, 1935, In the
Maine Woods.)
A NEW RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN MAINE. The Quoddy Light, Publication of
Lubec High School, Lubec, Maine, 1936.
DEVELOPMENTS ALONG THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE DURING 1936. In the
Maine Woods, 1936, pp. 95-102.
PROGRESS ALONG THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IS MAINE. The Farmers Almanac, Me.
edition, 1936, page Maine 10.
FOLDER 20: PART 3
TRAIL DEVELOPMENTS IN MAINE. Appalachia, June, 1936, vol. 21, no. 2, pp. 120-122.
A-FOOT IN THE SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK. American Motorist, July, 1936, vol. 7,
no. 7. (Extracted from Jan. 1936 P.A.T.C. Bulletin.)
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN PENNSYLVANIA’S SOUTH MOUNTAIN. Supplement to
the Bulletin of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1936.
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AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF KATAHDIN. (E. S. C. Smith and M. H. Avery),
Publication No. 6, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 78 pp., Nov. 1936, with Supplement,
August, 1937.
ARNOLD GUYOT’S EXPLORATIONS IN THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS. (Paul M.
Fink and M. H. Avery), Appalachia, Dec. 1936, vol. 21, no. 2, pp. 253-261.
SUPPLEMENT TO A BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THE GREAT SMOKIES. (R. L. MASON AND
M. H. AVERY), Appalachia, Dec. 1936, vol. 21, no. 2, pp. 209-210.
THE SILVER AISLE. Illustrated Booklet (32 pp.) issued by Maine Appalachian Trail Club and
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, 1937.
MOUNTAINS OF WESTERN MAINE. The Lewiston Journal, April 3 and 10, 1937.
THRILLING 260 MILE APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACROSS MAINE. Portland Sunday
Telegram, June 27, 1937.
KATAHDIN NATIONAL PARK, The Congressional Record, June 9, 1937, pp. 7, 193-4.
SCOUTING AND THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. Scouting (publication of Boy Scouts of
America), July, 1937; reprinted as chapter 33 in Adventuring for Senior Scouts, published in
1938 by The Boy Scouts of America.
THE TELOS CUT. Appalachia, June 1937, vol. 21, no. 3, pp. 380-395.
TRENDS IN MATERIALS AND DESIGNS FOR LIGHT-WEIGHT CAMPING, Appalachia,
June, 1937, vol. 21, no. 3, pp. 444-7.
THE KATAHDIN NATIONAL PARK BILL.** Appalachia, June, 1937, vol. 21, no. 3, pp. 4479.
KATAHDIN, A NATIONAL PARK? Nature Magazine, October, 1937, pp.
THE KATAHDIN NATIONAL PARK BILL.** American Planning and Civic Annual, 1938,
American Planning and Civic Association, Washington, D.C.
THE NOMENCLATURE OF THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS. Paul W. Fink and Myron
H. Avery. Publications of the East Tennessee Historical Association, 1937, No. 9, pp. 53-64.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. The Ramblers’ Federation Handbook, 1938. (Official Yearbook
of The Ramblers’ Federation—Manchester and District—5 Byron Avenue, Levenshulme,
Manchester, England.)
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. (various editions), Publication No. 5, A.T.C.
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FOLDER 20: PART 4
TRAIL MANUAL (various editions), Publication No. 1, A.T.C. (Third edition at Lubec.)
REPORT OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CONFERENCE (held at Gatlinburg, Tenn. June 12, 13, and 14, 1931, A.T.C.)
LETTER REPORTS OF THE CHAIRMAN, Board of Managers, A.T.C.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE EIGHTH APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE. Publication No.
9, Appalachian Trail Conference.
APPALACHIAN TRAIL TECHNIQUE. Publication No. 7, Appalachian Trail Conference.
APPALACHIAN TRAIL MARKING. Publication No. 11, Appalachian Trail Conference.
VARIOUS (UNSIGNED) ARTICLES IN P.A.T.C. BULLETINS.
*****
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (1st***, 2nd, and 3rd*** ed.)
GUIDE TO PATHS IN THE BLUE RIDGE***, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (partial
compilation) and Supplements thereto.
GUIDE TO SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS***, A.T.C. Publication No. 8. (Edited. Wrote
Chapter 1, 2, 4, part of 5 and 7.)
Part of GUIDE TO APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND.** N.E.T.C., Feb. 21
*****
(Collaborated with L. F. Schmeckebier and Harold Allen in preparation of SHENANDOAH
NATIONAL PARK, Appalachia, Dec. 1936.)
*****
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, Contained in Maine Invites You. (Published by
Maine Publicity Bureau, sixth edition, page 26, 1938.)
MAINE’S TRAIL. Farmers Almanac, Me. edition, 1938.
WHITE BLAZES ACROSS MAINE. In the Maine Woods. 1938, pp. 19-24.
KATAHDIN NATIONAL PARK SEPARATE ISSUE FROM BAXTER AREA and CHAOTIC
CONDITIONS IN KATAHDIN REGION DEMAND RESTORATION PROGRAM. Portland
Sunday Telegram, July 31 and August 7, 1938.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

103

ARNOLD GUYOT’S GEOGRAPHIC NOTES ON THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS, by M.
H. Avery and K. S. Boardman, North Carolina Historical Review, July, 1938, vol. 15, no. 3.
(Reprinted as separate as A.T.C. Publication No. 10.)
PARADISE FOR HIKERS. New York Times, December 11, 1938.
SHELTERS ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. Appalachia, December, 1938, vol. 22, no.
2, p. 293.
THE PROGRAM OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE. Bulletin of Mountain
Club of Maryland, January-March, 1939, No. 20.
THE TRAIL IN MAINE, Bulletin of Mountain Club of Maryland, April-June, 1939, No. 21.
LIST OF TRAVELS OVER THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. (typed manuscript)
THE HISTORY OF KATAHDIN. In the Maine Woods, 1939, pp.________
ARTISTS AND KATAHDIN. Appalachia, June, 1939, vol. 22, no. 3, pp.__________
(Folders Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 Sent to State Library, Augusta, Maine, by letter dated September 12,
1939.)
FOLDER 20, PART 5
MANUSCRIPTS (Unpublished)
AFOOT ALONG THE TWO-THOUSAND MILE APPALACHIAN TRAIL (2 drafts—48 and
37 pp.)
*****
Edited:
EXPLORATIONS WEST AND NORTHWEST OF MT. KATAHDIN IN THE LATE
NINETEENTH CENTURY,*** by C. H. Witherle (copy in A.M.C. Library).
*****
THE APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY. Old Farmers Almanac, 1940, p. 54.
TRAIL TRAVEL IN MAINE. Arrow Guide, vol. II, 1940. (Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland,
Maine.) (pp. 121-5)
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. Arrow Guide, vol. II, 1940 (pp. 125-134)
KATAHDIN. Arrow Guide, vol. II, 1940. )pp. 135-144)
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Chapter “KATAHDIN” in Mountain Climbing in Maine, 1939, issued by Maine Development
Commission.
ARTISTS AND KATAHDIN. In the Maine Woods, 1940, pp. 13-21.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY. 1940 Smoky Mountains Hiking Club Handbook, pp. 8-9.
Manual of Technique for Appalachian Trail Guidebooks, Publication No. 14, Appalachian Trail
Conference.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL AND THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS AND
SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARKS. The Regional Review, National Park Service, Region 1,
January 1940, vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 21-6
****
Articles (signed and unsigned) in Appalachian Trailway News.
{Part 33, File 57.)
June 7, 193. Edwin S. Nelmes, A.M.C. 1939 August Camp Committee, to The Appalachian
Trail Conference. Att. Mr. Myron H. Avery
Gentlemen:
As you already know, the Appalachian Mountain Club is planning its August Camp at Katahdin
Iron Works this summer. I believe you met and talked with Mr. Spicer of Providence last fall.
The work of outlining and organizing the various trips has been delegated to me. Naturally the
Maine AT Guide is going to be the most help to me in this work.
Can you tell me where, if any where, I might obtain larger scale maps of the Barren-Chairback
Range, the White Cap Region, and the Katahdin to East branch of the Pleasant River sections? I
am leaving for that locality early next week on a scouting trip and would like to have larger maps
on which I could make field notes.
Also could you give me permission to photostat the maps of these sections as included in the
1938 issue of the Guide? This request may be unusual, I know. I can agree that no copies so
made will leave the hands of this year’s leaders at camp.
For personal reference I am quite sure that Mr. Williamson, Actuary for the Social Security
Board, can tell you of my connections with the Berkshire Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain
Club. I had the pleasure of meeting you at Noble View some time ago. With your Conference
being held so near to Camp this summer, we should certainly meet again, as I will be at K.I. for
the two weeks ending Labor Day.
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I would appreciate very much any help you can give us. A stamped envelope is enclosed for your
use. As I mentioned before, I am leaving for K.I. early next week, and hope you can
conveniently write to me before I go.
June 8, 1939
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACROSS MAINE
By
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, The Appalachian. Trail Conference
Maine - what is it and what is the secret of its universally admitted allurement? Were one to
answer by defining it as a land of somber, cathedral- like spruce and fir forest, blanketed with the
silver sheen of countless lakes, of mountains rising with irregular and broken contours, and of
dancing streams, perhaps he would not be much in error. For surely to those who best know the
State, this is the impression which, over all others, will survive the longest. It is the impression of
a wilderness which, despite all the vicissitudes of its economic history, is for the most part little
changed from a century ago when the earliest loggers worked their way north, following each
river or stream to its ultimate source.
And in a similar manner, if one were asked to describe briefly The Appalachian Trail in Maine,
he might well say that it is the route or path that he followed to know the very finest of this
Maine wilderness. For The Appalachian Trail across this State is a marked way which makes
accessible to him who has the will to follow the insignia of its white blazes the heart of these vast
wild lands. It is a route which one will travel again and again. With increasing familiarity, he will
venture beyond the attractions of the main "trunk line” into the uncharted regions lying to the
north and south of this central thread.
Before, however, journeying the length of this 266-mile route through the Maine woods, it may
be opportune to make some reference to The Appalachian Trail, of which this section in Maine is
an outstanding segment.
The Appalachian Trail, as initially conceived, is a continuous marked footpath extending through
the mountain wilderness of the eastern Atlantic States. It was a skyline trail intended to follow
the crest of the mountain ranges which are generally referred to as Appalachian; hence the name
of the Trail. This route extends from Katahdin, a massive granite monolith in the central Maine
wilderness, for 2,050 miles south to the end of the Blue Ridge Mountains in northern Georgia at
Mt. Oglethorpe. This master trail in its course traverses some fourteen states. The greatest
elevation is some 6,641 feet at Clingmans Dome in the Great Smokies; where it crosses the
Hudson River it is only slightly above sea level. This Trail, a project of the hiking clubs in the
eastern United States, was suggested first in 1921. Benton MacKaye, of Shirley Center,
Massachusetts, a forester, philosopher and dreamer, had conceived the plan of a trail which, for
all practical purposes should be endless. This project, announced in the form of an article, The
Appalachian Trail—an Experiment in Regional Planning, in the October 1921 issue of the
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Journal of American Institute of Architects, attracted attention among the leaders of outdoor
groups. Sections close to the Hudson River were early constructed.
Since 1927, the project has been energetically carried forward and on August 14, 1937, the last
two miles of this Trail were cut on the slope of Mt. Spaulding in Maine, to open initially the
route. This project is entirely a volunteer project carried on by clubs and individuals associated in
The Appalachian Trail Conference, with headquarters at Washington, D.C. It is divided into six
districts, three representatives from which constitute its Board of Managers, or its governing
board. This Conference holds biennial sessions; its ninth was held in the shadow of Katahdin, the
northern terminus of the Trail, at York's Twin Pine Camps at Daicey Pond on The Appalachian
Trail on the southwest slope of the mountain.
However, while the distinctiveness of this project might originally have been found in the
seemingly endless character of the route, with its traverse of varied geological and botanical
zones, during the last two years it has become much more than a mere trail. Our National Park
and Forest systems have been a distinct contribution to our social system and the envy of other
countries. In the same way, The Appalachian Trail has become a new and distinct type of
recreational area. It is a narrow, insulated and protected strip set apart solely for those who hike
and camp. This change in status and development grew out of efforts to evolve a plan for the
future protection of the Trail, which became an agreement between the National Park Service
and the United States Forest Service, executed in October, 1933, creating The Appalachian
Trailway. This zone is a strip some two miles in width with the Trail route as its central thread.
Within it no new paralleling motor roads are to be built. Where the Trail is now within a mile of
such motor highway, it is to be relocated. A system of shelters is to be established along the route.
The States through which the Trail passes have adhered to this agreement and thus some 1000
miles of publicly-owned land have been brought within the scope of this distinctive protected
recreational area.
Much more might be said of The Appalachian Trail Conference, its development of the
distinctive technique used in marking the route, and experiments with camping equipment
suitable for use on The Appalachian Trail, and other kindred problems. Then, too, the issuing of
guidebooks for the Trail has kept pace with the actual development of the route. A series of some
five guides now covers the entire route of The Appalachian Trail. {[Footnote:] “For a list of the
publications of The Appalachian Trail Conference, including the available guidebooks and other
literature, send a stamped, addressed envelope to The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union
Trust Building, Washington, D.C.}
With this background of the course we travel, we turn our attention to the route of the Trail
across Maine. We propose to journey from Katahdin to the Maine-New Hampshire line near
Grafton Notch. Our journey will consume some three weeks. We travel in early autumn when the
days are cooler and the black flies and midges are no longer present to mar the serenity of our
travel. The woods are a riot of color, a kaleidoscope of changing colors, burnished gold, flaming
crimson and the deepest of yellows.
As to the mode of travel, we have our choice. The available accommodations along the Trail in
Maine are of a dual character. First, if we wish to "travel light" and spend our energy in
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enjoyment of the route and side trails, then we utilize the system of sporting camps. While
passing through a wilderness with only two towns encountered in its 266 mile course,
nevertheless this Trail reaches at the end of each day’s journey, a form of hostelry known as a
sporting camp, unique to Maine. Attractively located on some beautiful lake, these camps, with
their interesting hosts, add much to the interest of our trip.
Or, if imbued with the thought of complete independence, we choose to carry our camping
equipment, we may resort to the chain of lean-tos being developed along the route at intervals of
about ten miles. These are open-front structures, built to afford adequate shelter from the
elements. We shall need, however, to carry sleeping bags, food and cooking utensils. From
Katahdin to Nahmakanta Lake, a distance of thirty-three miles, this chain is completed. Then
comes a break of a hundred miles to Moxie Bald Mountain near the Kennebec River. Beyond, in
a chain of some 19 structures, we may utilize these lean-tos to the Maine-New Hampshire line,
and if we choose, as far beyond as the Massachusetts border.
A word as to the course of our travel. The Appalachian Trail in Maine is a maintained, marked
route. Its characteristics are the white paint blazes placed fore and aft like highway markers in
the direction of travel. As the insignia of the route, we find at intervals the metal marker bearing
the familiar "AT" monogram. Trails marked with blue paint blazes, as we encounter them, are
side trails leading to a spring or some viewpoint or place of interest. There are several extensive
side trail systems, such as Joe Mary Mountain and Gulf Hagas, along the route, which add much
to the variety of our travel. As a warning, lest, absorbed by the surroundings of the Trail, we pay
insufficient attention to the Trail marking, there will be found the double blaze, two superimposed blazes, one above the other, which marks a turn that might otherwise be overlooked.
For maps and the necessary information as to approaches, accommodations and a detailed
description of the route, reading in either direction, we have obtained GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. {[Footnote:]
“This publication comprising 385 pages and 10 maps, may be obtained from The Appalachian
Trail Conference, 901 Union trust Building, Washington, D.C. at a cost of $1.50. It should be
had by every frequenter of the Maine woods through which the Trail route passes. For some
preliminary observations as to travel of trails in Maine, see the chapter in this Guide entitled
"Trail Travel in Maine”.}
With the preliminary preparations made, we leave Katahdin, the northern point of The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. To accord Katahdin full recognition of its manifold attractions
would unduly prolong our travel. The story of Katahdin has been told elsewhere in many forms.
{[Footnote:] “See Chapter in this Guidebook, Katahdin, by Myron H. Avery. For a list of the
extensive literature of this mountain, perhaps unequaled in the United States, consult AN
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF KATAHDIN, by Edward S. C. Smith and Myron H.
Avery, which may be obtained from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C. at a cost of $1.00.}
Without further account, we leave Katahdin at its high point, now known as Baxter Peak, but to
the early explorers bearing the distinctive term of "Monument Peak”. We follow the white paint
blazes southwest for a mile and a half, descending over the flat Tableland, with its stunted
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flora. Just beyond is Thoreau Spring, and we call to mind that Thoreau, who roamed the slope of
the mountain in a dense fog, probably was as distant from the spot which bears his name as any
other part of the mountain. At the Gateway, at the west end of the Tableland, with its magnificent
view over a lake-strewn flat forest, we make our way steeply down over and through boulders on
the Hunt Spur. In some five miles we cross the Greenville-Nesowadnehunk automobile road at
the Katahdin Stream campsite, which affords access to the mountain from the west.
In another two miles we skirt beautiful Daicey Pond and reach York’s Twin Pine Camps, the
first sporting camp to be encountered on our route. With the shadows of the setting sun
Illuminating the ravines on the west slopes of the Katahdinauguoh, the views from here create an
indelible impression.
From Daicey Pond the route leads down the worn old tote-road on the west bank of
Nesowadnehunk Stream, with its Big and Little Niagara. Falls and all of the charm of this wildly
dashing stream. Nesowadnehunk is an Indian word meaning, according to Lucius L. Hubbard’s
WOODS AND LAKES OF MAINE, “the mountains, the stream which flows between them". In
a little while a deep, ominous roar warns of Nesowadnehunk Falls on the West Branch of the
Penobscot. Here a cable bridge, built high across the old dam piers, by the CCC, with an
appropriation from the State of Maine Contingent Fund, has furnished a sure crossing of this
deep, turbulent river. With this crossing of the West Branch, we see close at hand the lumber
industry as now carried on in the Maine woods. This industry has passed through three
stages, the primitive old pine times, told of by Thoreau, Springer and Audubon, the long logs
(spruce), and now the pulpwood (four-foot lengths of spruce, fir and poplar), floating down this
turbulent expanse.
The view of Katahdin over the tumbling Nesowadnehunk Falls from the Cable bridge is
unforgettable. But this locality has other features of interest. Here occurred one of the dramatic
episodes of the early days of Maine's lumbering. We turn to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE for its information with respect to this locality and read:
For transportation on the river the lumbermen used batteaux, great, heavy, wooden, flatbottom boats with a pointed bow and stern, extremely river-worthy craft. The labor of
portaging around unrunnable portions of the rivers was tremendous. Nesowadnehunk
Falls were never run. Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm in THE PENOBSCOT MAN tells
when these Falls were run once and once only. One May day, shortly after the Civil War,
a crew of four Penobscot river-drivers had carried their batteau around the Falls and were
waiting for the second boat, manned by Big Sebattis Mitchell, an Indian from the
Passamaquoddy, and a Penobscot Indian whose name has been forgotten. Big Sebat had
been away from the river for years; but he could not have forgotten that these falls had
never been run. Here was his opportunity to do a “beeg t'ing”. So he persuaded his
companion. The astounded white crew below saw a batteau hover on the brink of the falls,
plunge crazily through the maelstrom at the bottom, and sweep out of sight around a bend
of the river. Working rapidly, the Indians succeeded in emptying their half-filled boat and
were placidly smoking, with only an inch or two of water in the bottom, when the white
crew reached the scene. This was more than the pride of the white crew could brook.
Painfully they carried their batteau back to the head of the Falls. Then they too ran the
Falls. But their boat was smashed and only two of the crew reached the shore. Telling
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later of the incident, Big Sebattis said: "Berry much she blame it us” (that is, himself)
"that time John Loss". (Always to the Indian mind John Ross, the head contractor of the
drive, was the power that commanded wind, logs, and weather.) "She don’ care so much
‘cause drowned it man, ‘cause she can get blenty of it man; but dose e'er boats she talk
'bout berry hard."
Beyond, after speculation on our chances of running Nesowadnehunk Falls by batteau or canoe
and evading a river driver' s grave, on the south bank of the river we have a choice of routes. It is
an election between the land route passing by the east end of Rainbow Lake and the alternative
Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail. This latter route marked by blue paint blazes, leads past the
West Branch Lean-to, close to the river bank, through a magnificent mature hardwood forest.
Our course here is the age-old tote-road along the West Branch of the Penobscot. After some
four miles, we turn south and climb over a low ridge and descend to the north shore of Rainbow
Lake. From here, if we have made the necessary advance arrangements, a canoe ferry of half a
mile across this crystal clear water is made, bringing us to the Rainbow Lake Camps at the south
end of the Lake. If we have elected to follow the land route, with rough terrain and considerable
effort, after a two-mile longer course, we round the east end of Rainbow Lake and reach the
Camps. This route, however, from the sheer ridges overlooking the lake affords some
extraordinary views. To the south of Rainbow Lake a short trail leads to the low elevation of
Rainbow Mountain from which may be had still again a matchless view of the Katahdin Range
and the surrounding area. The Rainbow Lake Camps are in a wooded oasis in the burned lands
on the south shore of the lake. While the abundance of blueberries is an unfortunate distraction
as far as the object lesson to be learned, the burned area around Rainbow Lake and the resulting
despoliation impresses in an unforgettable fashion the need for extreme care in the woods - either
with camp fires or in smoking. The woods are dry and we observe the monition of the Maine
Guidebook and refrain from smoking on the Trail lest by some mischance we turn this
wilderness into a desolation.
The third day is an effortless Journey along the shore of Rainbow Lake and down its outlet
stream to Nahmakanta, most remote in the Maine wilderness. "If ever anywhere there is peace
and isolation, it is at Nahmakanta, encircled by high hills”.
Our next day’s course follows a circuitous route around the west shore of the lake. We skirt
Nesuntabunt (three-headed) Mountain, come close to several outlying lakes, through a section of
abandoned beaver works, and passing the Nahmakanta Lean-to, at the foot of the lake, we turn
down the age-old Nahmakanta Tote-road. A detour, a few miles beyond, leads to
accommodations at the White House Camps at the head of Pemadumcook Lake. We have here
reached the enormous lower lakes of the Penobscot West Branch, a veritable inland sea. In the
distance Katahdin still dominates the landscape with an impression of immeasurable bulk. Far
down the lakes a line of smoke indicates a tugboat towing a boom of logs similar to those we
saw at the Nesowadnehunk cable bridge, down the lake to the mills.
The next day we retrace the blue-blazed side trail for a mile and we turn into The Appalachian
Trail at the Mahar Campground. Soon the route leads over Potaywadjo Ridge with its enormous
boiling spring close to the summit. A short detour on to Potaywadjo Ledges affords a splendid
view of a region which seems to be little but water. In a short while, skirting the shores of Lower
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Joe Mary Lake, we reach the Antlers Camps in a splendid growth of Norway fir [Actually,
Norway Pine, Pinus resinosa].
This is one of the Joe Mary Lakes. We linger here for the unequaled view of Katahdin. Rising
over the level of the lake, seemingly from the flat forest front, the entire range from Doubletop to
the most eastern peak is deployed before us. This view, for its sheer majesty, is perhaps the finest
setting for the entire Katahdin Range. And to the south, another mountain, a perfectly-shaped
cone - Joe Mary Mountain - also enhanced by its abrupt rise from its level surroundings of the
lower lakes, intrigues our interest. This has long been a renowned region. It was the hunting
ground of a famous Penobscot Indian. His skill in swimming under water earned for him the
nickname of "The Whale" for which Potaywadjo is the Indian word.
Beyond Joe Mary and its endless chain of waterways, our next day's journey leads with little
change in elevation along the old lumber road down Cooper Brook, abandoned for a quarter of a
century. We detour from our course to make the climb of the huge bulk of Joe Mary Mountain.
This is a four-mile blue-blazed side trail skirting the east end of Cooper Pond. As we reach the
summit beyond the exposed ledges on its northern slope we find the remains of the old lookout
abandoned some twenty years ago. From these exposed ledges the route of our past five days'
travel lies before us. Were we geologically inclined, we should be much interested in what is
here represented. Joe Mary Mountain represents the contact of the Cambro Ordovician sandy
slate with the Katahdin granite. On the lower slopes of the mountain the slates have been
metamorphosed as a result of being heated and altered from their contact with the Katahdin
granite. Part way up is the same rock lacking the white veins of the injection hornfels found on
the lower slopes. At the summit is the original slate, unaltered by any contact with the granite.
It is a long day's trip from Joe Mary to Yoke Ponds, some twenty miles. Beyond Crawford Pond
we follow for three miles the narrow dirt Kokadjo-B Pond Road, a lumberman's route, closed to
automobile travel. Here, were we inclined, we might break this link of our journey by continuing
on this road to Greenville. Beyond Yoke Ponds the route climbs over the slope of Boardman
Mountain and descends to the valley of the East Branch of Pleasant River. This is an enormous
jumbled bowl. Beyond is White Cap, a huge, towering mass with long spurs extending east and
west, dominating the surrounding country. It is a steep climb up its north slope. Here, on the bare
summit, is an enclosed lookout tower maintained by the Maine Forest Service, one of some
seventy towers from which an unceasing vigil is maintained. The deep ravines and ponds nestled
high on the slope of White Cap are also the relics of the glacier which once covered northern
Maine. The panoramic view from White Cap is superb; it challenges that from Katahdin. There
is a long descent of some six miles from White Cap to the old Pleasant River Road. Here, as a
side trail, is one of the most spectacular parts of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. This is Gulf
Hagas of the West Branch of Pleasant River. Here the stream has cut a deep canyon. Waterfalls,
sheer walls, fantastic shapes and other formations succeed each other. A blue-blazed side trail,
paralleling the West Branch Road, leads along the edge of this canyon. We detour from our
course and spend a day in this fascinating region. We note from the Maine Guidebook that this
area was perhaps better known half a century ago and attempt to orient with the Hubbard and
Farrar guidebooks of Northern Maine the features specifically described, such as the Indian Head,
Upper Jaws, Lower Jaws, Hammond Street Pitch, etc. We note that when the Gulf Hagas Trail
was reopened in 1934 by Walter D. Greene, so specifically had these features been forgotten that
Greene attempted to find these points of interest in the fifty year old guidebooks.
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From the most attractively located Long Pond Camps, our rendezvous for two days after the
descent of White Cap and the traverse of Gulf Hagas circuit, a tremendous barrier looms across
the route of the Trail. This is the Barren--Chairback Range, a densely forested mountain range of
five peaks extending some twenty miles. We spend two days in this virgin forest on the BarrenChairback Range with its delightful trail and high lying ponds. We break the difficult traverse by
a return to the Long Pond Camps by a blue-blazed side trail. As we travel these cathedral groves
of spruce and fir and recall what a seemingly insurmountable obstacle to the completion of the
Maine link the Barren-Chairback Range was we term Walter D. Greene's accomplishment in
building this Trail along this range one of the great features in the annals of trail building.
At the end of the second day of travel over this range, we reach Bodfish Intervale, a valley
entirely surrounded by mountains, and note that over a hundred years ago the original settlers, far
more numerous than today, penetrated this beautiful valley.
Boarstone, with its two-mile blue-blazed side trail, a granite cone looming above Lake Onawa,
lures with an appeal which cannot be resisted. Far beyond to the west, looming on the skyline,
we see the peaks of Bigelow, Sugarloaf and Abraham, distant many days’ journey.
Beyond the character of the country changes. We approach a flatter land. The next day's journey
leads along Little Wilson Stream. Side trails lead to numerous points of interest. We visit Jim
Whyte's Lookout and recall this well-vouched-for story appearing in the January 7, 1934, issue
of the Boston Herald to the effect that this soldier of fortune, apparently at home in every corner
of the universe, had used this as a station in a gigantic smuggling chain. But of greater interest to
us is the cycle of civilization presented as we travel between two rows of mature white pines just
at the crossing of Little Wilson Stream. Here a pile of slate built up like an abutment constitutes
the remains of the supports of the bridge on the old stage road which crossed here. This is all that
is left of the once flourishing village of Savage's Mills, settled in 1824 and abandoned in1858.
The forest has obliterated all traces of the settlement; from the forest to the village and back
again to the forest, the cycle is complete. Except for the inquiry which the regularity of the pines
might have suggested, except for the reference in the guidebook, we would not nave suspected
that this forest covers the site of Savage's Mills. Shortly beyond, the Trail reaches one of the two
towns in its entire route across Maine. This is Monson, famous for its slate quarries. Six miles
beyond is the hamlet of Blanchard with its three or four houses on the Piscataquis River and on
the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad.
By reason of topographic conditions and major geographic boundaries, the Appalachian Trail
across Maine divides itself into three major sections: eastern, central and western. Each section is
totally different in character. The eastern, the traverse of which we have just completed, extends
some 118 miles from Katahdin to Blanchard. The central, or shortest section, extends from the
Piscataquis River to the East base of Mt. Bigelow. Although characterized by two outstanding
peaks, Moxie Bald and Pleasant Pond Mountains, it is the valley segment of The Appalachian
Trail. It embraces the Piscataquis, Kennebec and Dead River Valleys. Its major interest perhaps
lies in the historical associations; for a part of the route of the Trail in this section lies along the
old Indian carry across the "Great Bend" of Dead River by the three Carry Ponds. This route was
immortalized by Benedict Arnold's daring march across the Maine woods in the dead of winter
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to attack Quebec; the story of this exploit is graphically told in Kenneth Robert's ARUNDEL
Beyond the Piscataquis River at Blanchard, the Trail again plunges into the forest. After some
nine miles, it reaches the bare crest of the north and south lying Moxie Bald Mountain. Here is
another of the Maine Forest Service fire towers. The next day's travel leads steeply down the
west slopes of this ridge through a section burned by a lumberman’s fire in 1932. If ever there
were needed a monition for care against fire in the forests and the ravages caused thereby, this
mile of desolation on the slope of Moxie Bald Mountain would be an all-sufficient warning. We
reach, the second night, Troutdale Cabins on the picturesque narrow Moxie Pond, the center
of an interesting mountain and fishing region. A canoe ferry is made across the narrows and we
cross an abandoned division of the Maine Central Railroad, another instance of the reversion to
the wilderness in central Maine, and then climb Pleasant Pond Mountain. The lake itself, which
we skirt, is of a startling clearness. Beyond, a dirt road leads some two miles into the village of
Caratunk on the Kennebec River, here flowed back to form an enormous lake. Just at the edge of
the quick water occurs the last ferrying on the Maine section of the Trail. Beyond the Kennebec
River, a steady ascent of some three miles leads to Pierce Pond, long famous for its excellent
fishing. Beyond, the route turns south, skirting the three Carry Ponds. At East Carry Pond, we
are on the route of Arnold’s march. As we follow this section of the Trail, finding our light packs
a sufficient burden, we marvel at the endurance of Arnold's gallant band who portaged their
batteaux over this portage. Descending from the wooded Round Top Mountain, we reach Maine
highway 26. Dead River Village is two miles to the north.
Here begins the western section of The Appalachian Trail. It is utterly different from the eastern
and central sections. Beyond, to the Maine-New Hampshire line our course is a strenuous one,
crossing a seemingly endless series of mountain ridges which lie athwart our course. Gone are
the lakes and streams which made hitherto travel along The Appalachian Trail in Maine so
delightful. This is a section which will test our metal [sic]. Fortunately and without marring the
wilderness quality of this section of the route, a number of north and south highways cross the
Trail at intervals of a two or three day journey. From Moxie Bald Mountain to the Maine-New
Hampshire line, there are some nineteen lean-tos along the route of the Trail and, if we wish, we
may add to the exertion of the route by carrying full camping equipment along this section. It is a
case of up to the summit and down to the valley for the next ascent.
Bounded on the north by the plains of the Dead River with its meandering course is the Bigelow
Range. With the exception of Katahdin and its satellites, the Katahdinauguoh, Bigelow is in
interest easily the second mountain group in the state. It is a long, narrow crest line range,
covered with dense mature spruce and fir, extending east and west some twenty miles. Its twin
peaks are the distinguishing feature of Mt. Bigelow. Slightly lower and offset to the north from
the range and similar in shape to the main peaks are the two Horns. The name of this mountain
harks back to one of the officers of the Arnold expedition who is reputed to have climbed it.
From the Ledge House on Maine highway 26 [16], the route ascends steeply at first, then follows
the crest of the eastern part of the range, known as Little Bigelow Mountain. After some five
miles, it ascends steeply to the East Peak with its fire tower. Beyond, it traverses the range for
four or five miles more and then at the high-lying Horns Pond, or the Tarn, turns south,
descending to Bigelow Village. Beyond, from the twin lean-tos at The Horns Pond, a seven-mile
blue-blazed side trail, the Bigelow Range Trail, opened by Game Warden Helon N. Taylor,
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extends west along the crest of the range to Stratton, passing such interesting localities as
Cranberry Peak and its Pond, Arnold’s Well, and The Cave. Were the time available, Bigelow
would be worthy of several days’ exploration. From Bigelow Village, the Trail again ascends,
reaching in some four miles the perfectly symmetrical bare cone of Sugarloaf (4,237 ft.),
probably Maine's second highest mountain. The route continues south along a densely wooded
crest across Mt. Spaulding. Near the open summit of Mt. Abraham, with its extensive boulder
fields and Forest Service tower, the Trail turns abruptly west, descending to Orbeton Stream.
This group of Mt. Bigelow, Sugarloaf, Spaulding and Abraham are the line of peaks so
prominently outlined on the western horizon from Boarstone and the other peaks we have
traversed along the Trail.
From Orbeton Stream, the route crosses another extensive mountain group. This is Saddleback,
with its Saddleback Junior, and The Horn, and its huge twin domes. From the fire tower on the
summit, we overlook a broad expanse of the Rangeley Lakes. We are approaching a much
frequented section. Beyond, the Trail descends steadily, parallels Maine highway 4 to
the east for some four miles, crossing it at Long Pond, some four miles below Rangeley Village.
Following a disused fire-road some four miles, it leads past Four Ponds, down to the abandoned
Summit Division of the Maine Central Railroad, formerly the route to Oquossoc. Beyond, the
Trail ascends steadily along Bemis Brook, with its "beaver works", then crossing a saddle with a
magnificent primeval growth of spruce between the strikingly-formed Elephant and the dense
scrub-grown crest of Old Blue. These peaks in this wilderness of western central Maine are
trailless. Probably they are the two most outstanding peaks of western Maine to which there is no
trail to their summits. Crossing a highway to the Rangeley Lakes in the picturesque Black Brook
Notch, the road leads over and through a disconnected group of mountains to C Pond, with its
precipitous bluff. Here a side trail, constructed by the Bates Outing Club in 1935, reaches a
splendid outlook at C Pond Bluff. Descending after some six miles farther to the Andover-B Hill
Road, the Trail reaches Frye Brook. Andover is a few miles to the south. Apparently this region
around the Androscoggin and the Rangeley Lakes was far better known half a century ago, for
we resort to Farrar’s Illustrated Guidebook to the Androscoggin Lakes, published in 1887, for a
detailed account of the many features of Frye Brook, with its cascades and striking rock
formations. Between the Andover-B Hill Road and Maine Highway 26, in Grafton Notch, is a
striking, high, isolated group of peaks. Today this is known as Baldpate, but from its appearance,
as viewed from the west, for many years it was known as Saddleback. Its cleared summits
afford magnificent views of the wild, jumbled Mahoosuc Range beyond.
From Saddleback to the Andover-B Hill Road, The Appalachian Trail is maintained by the Bates
College Outing Club. The next section west to Grafton Notch is under the supervision of the
Maine Alpine Club of Lewiston and Auburn. From the summit of Baldpate, with its side trail to
the sheer cliffs of Table Rock towering above the highway, the Trail descends into Grafton
Notch through which Maine Highway 26 leads from the Androscoggin River to the Rangeley
Lakes. At the Notch are many interesting features, such as Screw Auger Falls, the Jail, and
Moose Cave. From Grafton Notch, probably the steepest ascent on the Trail in Maine, the
notorious climb of Old Speck, a mile and a half in distance, leads to the firetower some 2,700
feet above the highway in the notch below. Old Speck was once thought to be the second highest
mountain in Maine. In any event, it is admittedly one of the outstanding peaks in the State. The
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next twelve miles to the New Hampshire line is along the Mahoosuc Range which, as a unit of
the Appalachian Mountain Club trail system, antedates the Appalachian trail. Much of this
section is along an open scrub-grown crest, with splendid views of the White Mountains. Its
peaks bear such picturesque names as Mahoosuc Arm, Fulling Mill and Goose Eye. Its feature is
probably the one mile scramble over and under the boulders through the sheer-walled Gulch of
Mahoosuc Notch. This section is indeed strenuous travel. At a slight depression in the range at
Carlo Col we reach the Maine-New Hampshire boundary and the end of our journey along The
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
To reach the highway or a railroad, we may continue some eighteen miles farther along the
Mahoosuc Range Trail to the Androscoggin River at Gorham, New Hampshire, and the Grand
Trunk Railroad, or if we prefer to retrace our course a short distance to Goose Eye, we follow to
the south to Sunday River at the old settlement of Ketchum a blue-blazed side trail constructed
by the Maine Alpine Club.
Thus ends our travel along Maine’s 266 miles of The Appalachian Trail. For excellence of route,
travel, available accommodations and the rewards of the ever-changing and varied vistas, our
course down this silvered route through the central Maine wilderness will have few rivals in the
eastern United States. It is a trail to which we will wish to return again and again, even in those
days when we travel only the trails which lead through the lands of memory and the days of
yesteryear.
June 8, 1939. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
There is a total of fifty men from the Jefferson Camp now located at Toothaker Brook. They
have been there about two weeks. They have been concentrating on restoration and improvement
of our trails and the watchmen's cabins on both Mt. Saddleback and Deer Mountain. At present
they are working on slash fire hazard reduction on the Cupsuptic-Wilson Mills road.
Yesterday there was established in Andover as a centre of operations on the Andover-B hill road
another camp for fire hazard reduction. This is not a C.C.C. Camp. It is what is termed a
Deficiency Fire Hazard Reduction Camp. That is the money for it comes from the five million
appropriation of the federal government to reduce fire hazard created by the hurricane in New
England last September. This camp is under Mr. Bedard, who has offices in Portland. We have
outlined projects on roads and trails, including the Appalachian Trail, for this camp. The
handling of the men from this camp seems to be a little easier and more elastic than those men
who are administered under the C.C.C. It is too early today to say just how fast this work from
this camp will progress.
With reference to the obliteration of the trail on Little Wilson Stream it seems to me that it would
be best to engage somebody from Monson locally to open it up. Little Wilson Stream is in
Elliotsville, which is in Pleasant River District and comes under the supervision of H. D. Tingley
of Island Falls. As you know, Mr. Tingley is out of sympathy with the object of the trail, not that
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he opposes it but he doesn't want to bother with it and he also thinks, of course, that it may bring
people into remote sections of the woods and create an unnecessary fire hazard.
Barren and Chairback Mountains lie partly in Elliotsville and T.7, R.9, which are also in this
Pleasant River District which extends northerly and includes Whitecap Mountain over which the
trail goes. This is also beyond my supervision. I believe that the trail can be cleared very handily
by local parties, and cheaply too, if we can get hold of the right men.
I received from Secretary Harlean James an invitation to attend the Appalachian Trail
Conference at Yorks Camps. I still plan to attend and I appreciate the invitation. I spoke to Mr.
Seavey about it and did not receive any comment committing himself one way or the other on
my contemplated attendance. If I do not get his approval on this I am still a little bit doubtful as
to whether I can with propriety go and speak for the Maine Forest Service as to its work in
Maine, or grace the occasion in any other respect.
In your letter of April 7 I note that you make mention of Keith Clark of the Forest Service. I
believe this is Kenneth Clark.
I should have answered your correspondence more promptly but we have had quite a busy spring,
with two fires of considerable expense in the Rangeley District, one near Sturdivant Pond in the
Magalloway Plantation and the other in Upton on the Dead Cambridge River. We have not had
an abundance of rain, although the nights have been cool and the whole situation seems to be
under control, but we are still worried.
I wish to thank you for the finished quadrangle of the Rangeley District which you sent to me. I
have been looking at it with great interest. The legislature which recently adjourned made
appropriation for the survey of the quadrangle which lies immediately north of the DoverFoxcroft quadrangle. It will comprise the Katahdin Iron Works and part of the Chairback and
Barren Mountains.
June 9, 1939. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of June 5th received and very glad to hear from you. I should have written before but kept
putting it off until I had more to report.1 have not had much time for trail work this spring. What
I have been over since the hurricane has been in rather bad shape. I worked a day from the Ledge
House onto Little Bigelow and cleared about a half mile. I cut out beeches and yellow birches
over two feet through and one right after another. I have also worked about one mile each way
from Bigelow Village and it is not so bad there but bad enough. I think my section is well
marked enough so anyone could follow it through even tho it is full of blow downs.
Herbert Blackwell told me that the hurricane did not hit so hard up high on the mountains and
that is encouraging. By the way we have a new watchman on Bigelow this year. Stillman
Johnson. His address will be Dead River, Me.
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There are some 50 C.C.C. boys at Toothaker Brook but I do not know what they are doing. I
hope they will clear the trail as it is too much for one man with only once in awhile a day to put
in on it. I have not had a chance to get to Pierce Pond so do not know what has happened there.
I hope now to come to the Conference for probably one day. Will it be all right if I bring Viles
Wing with me? Viles is Chief Fire Warden now and has helped me much on the trail and is in
position to do more. Sorry to hear that we are to lose Gordon Hunt. By the way Frank Phillips is
back on the warden force and has the Rangeley section. Frank helped me a lot when he was on
the Kingfield section and I think he is a member of our Maine Appalachian Trail Club. He would
be a good man to take over in Gordon’s place. His address is Rangeley, Me.
June 10, 1939. Myron Avery to Edwin S. Nelmes, 1939 August Camp Committee,
Springfield, Mass.
Dear Mr. Nelmes:
Your letter of June 7th, addressed to The Appalachian Trail Conference, asking for immediate
data for your Katahdin Iron Works scouting trip of early next week, has been referred to me.
I am sorry that your request could not have reached me in time to have met the specifications of
your time limit. I am the more sorry because, as a result of a similar last minute air mail request
for immediate data from last year's August Camp which arrived when I was away from
Washington, it would seem as if we were not very cooperative with the August Camp officials.
You will appreciate, I am sure, that we have quite a burden of trail matters and correspondence,
with limited facilities, and we are not always able to meet such close deadlines.
1 did tell Mr. Spicer something about the Katahdin Iron Works country and the surrounding
Appalachian Trail region last fall. Since then, no one has communicated with me about the
matter.
I am somewhat at a loss to understand the purport of your request for larger scale maps. I can
only conclude that you do not have or have not examined the third edition of the Maine
Guidebook although you refer to it. It would seem to me that the maps therein would be of
sufficiently large scale for your purposes. What leads me the more to inquire if you have seen
them is the fact that, since the White Cap and Barren-Chairback Maps are in two colors, and as
you must know that there are, therefore, two tracings for each map and that you could not get a
larger scale reproduction of these maps but only of the separate tracings, which would be quite
unworkable. Then, too, the cost of photographing such full size tracings is so much that, apart
from the effort of obtaining them, the cost of reproduction would probably be far in excess of
what you have in mind. I am led to this observation by the third paragraph of your letter.
Perhaps I fail to understand at all what you have in mind but I certainly agree with you that the
"request” to be permitted to photostat our maps, which would deprive us of any opportunity to
sell the Guidebook or separate packet of maps, is "unusual”. I am sure--if you have examined the
Guidebook, that you will appreciate that, except for the Appalachian Trail, few of the peaks you
will reach would be accessible. We have been at very great expense and labor to keep this route
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open. Our maps of the region--which we are perhaps justified in considering rather good ones for
amateur work where no others are available--were prepared at considerable expense. The only
way we can keep these maps and Guidebooks current is through sales. I should think that every
camper would want the Guide for the maps. (Many organizations, except the A.M.C., in trips on
the A.T. in Maine furnish the Guide to everyone on the trip.) Because the Trail and the Guide
contribute so much to the possibilities of the 1939 Camp, I don't consider unreasonable my
feeling that the notices should stress this and help us in our efforts to get out data on this area.
But every notice has been barren of any reference to the Guide or the Trail. We have had no help
whatever on this score.
Therefore, while we desire to be cooperative, I am sure that you will not take exception to my
feeling that, under the circumstances, you will not renew any request for permission to photostat
our maps in order to avoid having to buy them.
I assume you are aware that Hubbard’s Guidebooks of northern Maine contain much material on
the section you will visit.
I am sure that you will feel, too, that this matter should not be all one-sided. Our views in this
connection may have been tempered by the difficulties we have met in our efforts to get aid on
the Trail in Maine through what I may term a bit of "smart-Aleck" writing in the report of the
1938 Camp in Appalachia. Our problems have been much intensified thereby and our efforts to
get the Barren- Chairback section improved for use, with the knowledge of the 1939 Camp, have
so far been fruitless. I hold out no assurance as to the condition of that section for this year.
Naturally, as a New Englander, 1 should like to see this section in good order but, as some of the
difficulties are not of our own creating, we are perhaps hardly responsible for the deficiencies
which may appear.
Very truly yours,
Myron H, Avery
Chairman, Board of Managers,
The Appalachian Trail Conference, United States Maritime Commission, Washington, D.C.
Copy to Mr. Spicer
June 12, 1939. Myron Avery to A. T. Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Spring:
Further to my letter of June 2nd, enclosing the manuscript of Woods Travel in Maine. I am now
enclosing an original and carbon {not enclosed, please advise if you wish this.} of the section of
the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I have dictated the third and final article on Katahdin and this
will be forwarded to you as transcribed.
June 13, 1939. Ben Boyington, McDougall’s Camps, Nahmakanta Lake, to Myron Avery
[Hand-written]
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter rec’d. quite a long time ago so will try and answer it. Have been pretty busy so far,
but I will see to the Trail and get it cut out as soon as I can get to it. We got 64 Beaver out of
here last winter.
Am looking forward to seeing you. We all send regards.
June 13, 1939. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
I am very much obliged to you for your detailed letter of June 8th and all the information
contained therein.
I note what you have to say about the Forest Commissioner’s not committing himself on your
contemplated attendance at the Conference and the doubt as to whether or not you could, under
such circumstances, speak for the Forest Service on the matter of fire protection. Under such
circumstances, we had probably better leave out any reference to this in the forthcoming issue of
Appalachian Trailway News in order to avoid any embarassment, if the situation remains
unchanged. I hope things will work out so that you can present this subject.
I am much interested in what you say as to the set-up in Andover of a deficiency fire hazard
reduction camp. In order that we may know just how much of the Trail will be covered, can you
let me have the exact definition of the project. I assume it is from the Maine-New Hampshire
Line and the question is how far east does it go. You will appreciate that we will need this
information in order to plan our maintenance work.
Professor Sawyer has written me that he has a crew from the Bates Outing Club on the Trail this
week. In view of the amount of clearing which might be required, etc., we thought that it would
be advantageous to concentrate on marking. With the exception of spending a couple of days
building cairns on Saddleback which you suggested some time ago, this crew will work on
renewing the marking and the B.O.C. side trail on ”C” Pond Bluff. The result should be to put
the marking in very satisfactory condition and if the deficiency camp program goes through, the
Trail in western Maine should be in fine shape. The problems would seem to lie in the eastern
part of the State.
I assume that you will be keeping in close touch with this program and will make sure that the
Trail is covered. With respect to the Little Wilson Stream area, I think I will write Mr. Harry
Davis at Monson to see what he can do in this connection.
I will appreciate very much your keeping me informed as to how matters progress with the fire
hazard reduction camp. My contemplated trip to Maine in June is off, as our opponents have
reached the stage where they are ready to confess judgment and pay up, so I rather doubt if I will
be there much before the Conference.
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Have you any information as to the type of trail clearing work which is being done by the fire
reduction crew. If it is just a matter of using axes and cutting out the logs, I am afraid that the
Trail would not be in as good shape as if tools, such as bush hooks and pruning shears, were used
in order to do a first class job of clearing. Is there anything which you could do in this connection
to make sure that the Trail work not only had the blowdowns cut out but that it received a firstclass going over? Naturally, we want to leave no items unturned to get as much as possible out of
the situation.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed without his having read it.
Copy: Sawyer, Attwood, Greene
June 14, 1939. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
Mr. Arthur M. Fogg of the Eastern States Mountain Club, 63 Pleasant Ave., Portland, Me.,
informs me a group from the ESMC climbed from Shelburne to Bald Cap via Dryad Falls and
Dream Lake June 4 and that beyond the lake the AT was impassable due to hurricane.
Impossible to find trail in places, he said.
Thought you might be interested. Also am advising Charles W. Blood.
Post card enclosed. We have furnished COHC with our 1939 schedule and she doesn't realize the
MATC has none. See request for Silver Aisle.
PS: Baldpate trail and Table Rock spur free of blowdowns but we will have to cut some saplings
and raspberry bushes on Frye Brook side. Hot and very buggy just now.
Wood supply at Grafton Notch lean-to, cut by CCC, exhausted which is a good thing as it may
decrease patronage by those who are not hikers but make it a base for fishing trips.
No action on Goose-Eye trail until August as that is the wettest country this side of the Great
Dismal Swamp.
June 14, 1939. Myron Avery to Charles O. Titus, Director in Charge, State of Maine
Exhibit, New York World’s Fair
Dear Mr. Titus:
In keeping with our conversation, we have prepared and are sending to you on June 13th, by
prepaid express, the panel with the material mounted thereon, to call attention to and explain The
Appalachian Trail across Maine. I trust that the set-up will be satisfactory to you.
The panel itself is somewhat larger than we anticipated when we began the project. I trust that its
length will not cause any difficulty and that you will be able to have it fastened to the wall in
such a manner that it may be exhibited to advantage. We have not tried to fasten the guidebook,

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

120

as I wrote, to the panel. I thought that this could be more satisfactorily done at the exhibit. As I
wrote, we should be very glad to run the risk of having some of these detached from the string or
chain and taken away for we do feel that the opportunity to see the book and examine it might be
productive of sales. If the loss proves too disastrous, we can drop the plan. So, unless you deem
it wiser not to do so, we understand that you will attach one of the guides sent to you by a chain
or string in the vicinity of the panel.
If the panel stands the vicissitudes of the exhibit, it might be well to have it placed with the other
material, so that when the Maine Development Commission exhibits at the Sportsman's Shows,
this could be used in that connection. We should like to have available at these Shows, which we
have not in the past, something on this order, to call attention to the Trail in Maine.
I trust that I shall be attending the Fair in the near future again and will have an opportunity to
look at our handiwork and observe the results. You will, of course, let us know when you require
additional literature.
We are indebted to Mr. K. S. Boardman, a member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, for the
arrangement of the material after we had assembled it and indicated to Mr. Boardman what we
felt should be exhibited.
We very much appreciate your interest and your cooperation in this matter.
Copy to Mr. Attwood Mr. Greene Mr. Boardman
June 15, 1939. Edward W. Connors, Adm. Asst., Civilian Conservation Corps, Maine
Forest Service, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr, Avery:
Your letter of the 6th, addressed to Mr. Seavey in regard to the use of a small crew from either
the Princeton Camp or from that of the Jefferson Camp for clearing the Appalachian Trail east of
the Kennebec River, has been referred to this office.
Not being present when you discussed this matter with Mr. Seavey at Augusta, we are not
familiar with just what you have in mind nor the particular sections of the Trail involved.
At the present time, the Jefferson Camp will be busily engaged with a side camp at Cupsuptic,
twenty miles beyond Rangeley on reduction of fire hazard caused by the hurricane of last fall.
Jefferson also has another small side camp near Richmond. It would seem, therefore, that there
would be no possibility of getting any crew from that camp.
As far as a crew from the Princeton Camp is concerned, it would seem to me that there might be
various objections to such a proposition, because of the distance and the necessity of providing
fresh food supplies, as well as supervision of the crew as regards safety.
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Possibly the last paragraph of your letter refers to our CCC program for the year beginning next
spring, if so, something along the like [line?] of work you have in mind might be provided for in
the new program.
June 17, 1939. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I have your letter of June 9th and I am very glad to hear from you. Mr. Stubbs has just written
me that a fire deficiency camp has been set up at Andover and it is intended to clear the Trail
with the use of that camp rather than the Toothaker CCC Camp. I have written him to find out
just what the arrangements are on the project and if this seems to go through, I would suggest
that you concentrate on renewing the marking and leave the cutting out of the deadfalls for this
camp. If it turns out that we have some difficulty on the clearing by the Camp, we can revise the
program. This is what the B.O.C. plans to do. Professor Sawyer has just written me that there
was a crew from the Outing Club on their section of the Trail last week and we had agreed to
concentrate on the marking.
I am glad to know that you plan to come to the Conference but am extremely sorry that you can
only make it for one day. 1 certainly hope that you can work things out to stay long enough to
get up onto Katahdin, for I was under the impression that you had not made that trip. The
meetings will not be so important as the trips around and the opportunity for outsiders to see the
country.
I note what you say about bringing Chief Fire Warden Viles Wing with you and I have spoken to
the Reservations Committee. I think this would be very fine. Since you cannot spend much time
at the Conference as its guest, I see no reason why the credit coming to you could not be
transferred to Wing, so that you could bring him along as your guest. I really hope, however, that
you will find it possible to come and stay for a few days and give yourself a good vacation.
Have you said anything to Frank Phillips about doing anything on the west end of Saddleback
between Orbeton Stream and the firetower on Saddleback?
There is one thing that I wish you would set me straight about. I wrote about the possibility of
getting onto the Mt. Bigelow section over the Fourth of July. My plans are very uncertain and it
looks now as if I could not make it anyhow, but I judge from your letter, on account of the
blowdowns, it would be almost a waste of time to try to remeasure that section until it can be
really cleared out. Let me know if this is not right.
June 17, 1939. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Chief Fire Warden, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I think I wrote you some time ago with respect to the possibility of hiring locally a small amount
of work done on the Barren-Chairback Range between Long Pond and the side trail down to
Dore's Camps. Troubles never seem to come singly in these Trail matters, for we have just heard
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that there has been some lumbering on Little Wilson Stream and the Trail in that area is not in
good shape.
You know our situation and that the Conference has only a very small amount of money to
expend in this type of labor over a long Trail, so it is not a case of anyone finding a golden
opportunity to make his fortune. However, if you know of anyone who would be in a position to
do a few days’ work at a fair price, to help clear out these areas, we would like to arrange
accordingly. As the hiking season is getting along and we want to get the Trail cleared up as
soon as possible, I hope you can let me know what you think we might do in this situation as
soon as you conveniently can.
June 17, 1939. Myron Avery to Benny Boynton, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross,
Maine.
Dear Benny:
You will remember our correspondence of last fall and that you wrote me that in the spring you
would clear up the Trail around the beaver flowages and the old Wadleigh Farmsite. I want to
make sure that this does not get overlooked and to have the Trail in good shape as early as
possible.
I hope that you can write me that you have been able to do the work and we will send you the
check in payment.
At the present time we have about thirty people signed up to take the trip over the Trail in Maine
and it looks as if, unless there are some cancellations, that we may have to run three parties a day
apart. Staying two days at Nahmakanta should produce some business for you people and that is
all the more reason why we are extremely anxious to get the Trail recleared.
We sent to you a sample of a tool which is mighty effective in mowing out briers and small
bushes and does not require the labor that using a scythe does.
I shall be counting on hearing from you in the near future.
June 17, 1939. Myron Avery to Jewel Paint and Varnish Company, Chicago, Illinois
Gentlemen:
I am referring to your recent letter to me quoting the price of 51 cents per quart for Titanium
Oxide paint. I note that on quantities of twelve gallons, the freight charges are absorbed by you.
We want to arrange to have quantities of paint sent to a number of places in Maine and in this
connection I should like to know what arrangement can be made with respect to the freight. I am
enclosing addressed labels for the purpose of forwarding the paint. It should be sent as follows:
York’s Twin Pine Camps

four quarts white paint
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three quarts blue paint
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps

four quarts white paint

Nahmakanta Lake Camps

four quarts white paint

Potter’s Antlers Camps

four quarts white paint
three quarts blue paint

Berry’s Yoke Ponds Camps

four quarts white paint

Perham’s Long Pond Camps

four quarts white paint
three quarts blue paint

If any reduction in the freight charges as far as we are concerned be effected by this arrangement,
the balance of the amount of twelve gallons, in quart cans, should be sent to me at 2035
Rosemount Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. If, of course, we should have to absorb all of the
freight charges, our order can be limited to the supplies above specified and I can order at a later
date the material to be sent to me.
June 17, 1939. Arthur Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letters of June 2nd and 12th including the manuscript of "Woods Travel in Maine" and
"The Appalachian Trail in Maine " have just caught up with me. I don't see that the carbon copy
is necessary.
I read both of these manuscripts last night and liked them very much indeed. Both have been sent
out to be linotyped and I will send you the proofs within a very few days. The only changes
which I have made, are to delete the names of the camps at certain spots such as Whitehouse
Camps, Antler's, etc.
The reason for this is in the Canoeing Section several of the camps are paying to have their
names listed and as we have made a policy of treating everyone alike, I don't think I would want
to mention any camps by name. I have simply changed the sentence, viz.; at certain good spots,
there are good sporting camps; or something to this effect.
Assuring you of my appreciation of your cooperation, I am,
June 17, 1939. Marion Park Assistant Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference, to
Earl W. York, Fred Clifford, Mrs. Robert McDougall, Leon Potter, Charles Berry, Earl
Perham
Dear
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We are sending to you, addressed to The Appalachian trail Conference, a package containing
some Trail markers and another package containing some paint. The markers will he sent by
parcel post but it may be that the paint will come by freight. We would ask that you hold this
until the Trail Conference parties in August, when we expect to make use of this material.
I trust that our sending this material to you will not cause you any inconvenience.
June 17, 1939. Marion Park to Leon Potter, Antlers’ Camps, Lower Joe Mary Lake
Dear Mr. Potter:
We are sending to you, addressed to The Appalachian Trail Conference, a package containing
some Trail markers and another package containing some paint. The markers will he sent by
parcel post but it may be that the paint will come by freight. We would ask that you hold this
until the Trail Conference parties in August, when we expect to make use of this material.
I trust that our sending this material to you will not cause you any inconvenience.
[Hand-written response on same letter, from Potter]: I have the Trail markers and the paint—glad
to bring in any packages that might lighten the load on the Trail.
June, 1939

PAINT AND MARKERS SENT TO CAMPS IN MAINE

Twin Pine Camps

4 qts. white
3 qts. blue

Rainbow Lake Camps

4 qts. white

Nahmakanta Lake Camps

4 qts. white

Antlers’ Camps

4 qts. white
3 qts. blue

Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps

4 qts. white

Chadwick’s Camps

1 qt. white

Long Pond Camps

4 qts. white
3 qts. blue

Monson

60 A.T. Markers
130 Nails
1 Brush
50 A.T. Markers
120 Nails
1 Brush
70 A.T. Markers
160 Nails
1 Brush
60 A.T. markers
140 Nails
1 Brush
60 A.T. Markers
130 Nails
1 Brush
60 A.T. Markers
130 Nails
80 A.T. Markers
160 Nails
50 A.T. Markers
120 Nails
1 Brush
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June 18, 1939. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
We are back from work on the AT and I know that you will be interested in the conditions we
found.
I started one group of four boys, headed by Hamilton Dorman, at Saddleback Mt., and they
worked westward as far as the South Arm Road; because of very bad conditions around Elephant
Mt. they accomplished little in trail clearing or marking; indeed, they got through at all only with
great difficulty. I asked Dorman to make a report on what he found, which I enclose.
I took four boys in from So. Arm road to Learned’s Camp on C Pond. As soon as the trail left the
flat ground around Black Brook and began to ascend the hill, we encountered blowdowns, which
were bad until we reached the old tote-road on the brook at foot of Moody Mt.; from here to the
horse back at C Pond, the trail was clear and in as good condition as we left it last year. We cut
out all blowdowns except three trees too big to handle with axes, and we swung the trail around
these so it is passable.
My third group had planned to go in from Frye Bridge but Geo. Learned told them, when they
called for the key to his camp, that they couldn't get through, so they followed his advice and
went into C Pond over Learned's trail from Andover. Later this was proved to be good advice,
for we encountered two experienced hikers on the trail who spent all day in getting from Frye
Bridge into Mountain Brook, where they got lost and spent the night out.
My group met the above group at C Pond and we cleared the trail along the Pond, which was
nearly obliterated, and cleared the side trail up C Bluff to the upper ledges, which is as far as it
has ever gone. The latter part of it was pretty bad, and the top of the mountain is a solid mass of
blowdowns.
As it stands now, the AT from So. Arm road to Learned's Camp on C Pond is cleared, marked,
and in good condition; the rest of it in our section is a bad mess.
I am writing a report of conditions to send to Stubbs in Augusta, and I hope they will be able to
help get the clearing done.
I should like very much to get up to the Katahdin Conference in August, but am afraid it comes
too close to summer school.
Copy Greene, Stubbs, Hunt (Rangeley), Attwood, Helon Taylor
June 17, 1939. Bates College Outing Club, Dorman’s Report
APPALACHIAN TRAIL
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This is a brief report of the section of the Appalachian Trail from Saddleback Mountain to the
South Arm Road. We traversed this June 12-15th, which is approximately nine months after the
hurricane which swept up through New England.
Before beginning this report, I should like to make a distinction between blow-downs. Wherever
there were more than one tree down across the trail in series, or a tangled mass of trees were
strewn across it, it was labeled a "major" blow-down. A single tree across the path was called a
"minor".
Starting from top of Saddleback, at the fire tower, the trail is well marked with cairns to the
timber line. From the timber line to Eddy Pond is the worst part of the mountain trail--there are
11 major blow-downs and 13 minor. However, it is passable, as the fire warden or ranger has the
branches fairly well cleaned out.
From Eddy Pond to the Lean-to at Piazza rock there are 4 major blows and 8 minor. Lean-to is in
good shape.
From Piazza rock down to Sandy Pond the trail is really very good--there are only 4 minor blowdowns.
The portion of the trail from Sandy River Ponds to the State route 4 road was not covered. From
the CCC road to Sabbath Day lean-to the trail is passable. Biggest blowndown area lies above
the beaver dam on top of the hill. There are 6 major and 5 minor blow-downs in this region.
Branches have been cleared so that trail is passable. Detours are not blazed. Fishermen go in
every Sunday and so far have had no trouble. The lean-to is no good for practicable purposes. A
large double tree has fallen across the front of it, blocking use of the fire place and entrance to
the lean-to. The roof of lean-to bends under the weight of the tree.
From Sabbath Day down to route 17 (Houghton road) the trail has only about 3 minor blowdowns.
From Houghton road to Elephant lean-to the trail gets steadily worse. There are lots of bushes in
places that need cutting and we counted 29 blown-down trees. The lean-to itself has two trees on
it, but they are not in precarious positions. In fact they are very handy to dry wet clothes on. Fire
place is in good order. The trail back to the water stream is completely obliterated. It was just by
chance after crawling over blown over trees for a 100 yds. that we came across it. The region
behind the lean-to is completely blown-down.
The trail from Elephant lean-to to a point about a mile and a quarter west the trail might well be
termed impassable. We got through it but left very few blazes marking where we came through.
We cut only enough so as we could get through. The trail is recognizable at spots but never over
a distance of 200 yds. This might be termed an area of blowdowns "en masse".
From the dam down to the South Arm road (route 5) the trail is yery good. This is about a 2 mile
stretch or perhaps a little more. There are 12 minor blow-downs in this area. Here our trail came
to an end but the Appalachian continues to wind on.
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H. Dorman
June 18, 1939. Robert Woolsey, Berry’s Yoke Ponds Camp, Kokadjo. [Hand-written]
Dear Friends:
It is my hope that you shall never see the Appalachian Trail in Maine as it is this June, for if you
could, you would be inclined to call it the Appalachian Waterway. Between the Nesowadnehunk
bridge and McDougall’s Camps it is very boggy, on the Hunt trail section there are 14 bad
windfalls and in the Nesuntabunt Mtn. logging operations are going on, making the trail very cut
up in that section.
However, in spite of the disappointment of the trail from Katahdin Stream Campsite to here, I
have gleaned much pleasure from the climb over Katahdin, which in itself justifies a trip to
Maine.
Due to circumstances beyond my control I find it necessary to give up the hike I had planned and
of which you have probably long since received the announcement.
Hoping that the trail may last longer than myself and improve with age, I am yours very truly,
June 19, 1939. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Dear Mr. Berry:
As you know, 1 am planning to be back on the Trail this fall with the people from the Trail
Conference at Katahdin. We have a large crowd signed up and the present indications are that
there will be at least thirty taking the trip over the Trail in Maine. This will mean that we will
probably have to run it in three sections so as to avoid crowding at the Camps.
I have been thinking about the condition of the Trail from the East Branch to White Cap. I
imagine that it is in rather bad condition. You know that you said you thought you might be able
to do something in this connection. One place which would particularly need work, I am sure,
and is difficult to reach because of the distance, is where the White trail turns up White Cap from
the blue-blazed trail going to Chadwicks at the old lumber camps. By reason of the parties
coming over the Trail, we are anxious to have it in as good condition as possible. You will
remember that you told me you thought that you might be able to get some work done. I am
enclosing a check for $10.00 which we have available from our limited funds for the Conference
and I know that you will have this put to as good use as possible.
Between Third West Branch Pond and the top of White Cap is a section which is very hard to get
at and is a section which must need work. I know that this would be hard to get at from your
Camps but I hope you will find it possible to get something done in that connection. We have
had sent to you some of the tools which we use down here to get rid of the briers and small
bushes. They are very effective and one can do a lot more work with less effort on this very
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small stuff than with an ax. The briers and grass on some sections of that trail as well as the
alders make it pretty tough traveling.
I will appreciate your letting me hear from you what you are able to do in this connection,
particularly between Third West Branch Pond and the slope of White Cap.
June 20, 1939. Myron Avery to Paul W, Bedard, N.E. Timber Salvage Administration,
Wendell Phillips Building, 115 Cbaincey Street, Boston, Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Bedard:
I have understood that one of the projects for the deficiency fire hazard reduction camp under
your direction is reclearing the Appalachian Trail in western Maine to remove the hurricane
damage. In this connection it had occurred to me that it might be of value to you to have a copy
of our GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, which I am sending to you under
separate cover.
We shall be very much interested to know how the matter progresses. The elimination of this
hurricane damage would be beyond the abilities of our maintaining organizations and individuals
in that area but at the present time the Trail is being re-marked throughout with the usual white
paint blazes and when this work is completed, I anticipate that the Trail will be in good condition
again. It will be a matter of very considerable assistance to us if you could advise us from time to
time how this Trail work is progressing.
June 20, 1939. Myron Avery to J. T, Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Smith:
I wrote you on May 31st with respect to the missing negatives in the Hallowell and Stoddar
photographs which were sent to you. As I have received no reply, I am writing to you again in
this connection. I am sure that you will appreciate that with the passing of time, it will be always
more difficult to locate these negatives.
I trust that you will also let me hear from you in connection with the other matters mentioned in
my letter of May 31st; that is, the matter of the remainder of the Park Service photos and the cuts
used in the 1938 issue.
We are very much concerned over the disappearance of the negatives.
June 21, 1989. Myron Avery to Arthur Spring, Fred Tower Companies
Dear Mr. Spring:
I have your letter of June 17th.
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Please have the proof sent to me at the United States Maritime Commission, Washington, D.C.
and have two copies of the galley included with the original Manuscript. This will facilitate proof
reading.
The last article—Katahdin--has been transcribed and will be on its way to you in a couple of
days.
This will be decidedly ahead of our commitment for a "fall” delivery of these articles.
I assume that since we are contributing these articles that it was understood that if we wanted to
reprint any of this material in some form elsewhere--giving due credit to the Arrow Guide--that
you of course would have no objection. We write, as you know, frequently on these subjects,
hence I thought it desirable to mention the situation to you.
June 21, 1939. Edward S. Spicer, Chairman, 1939 AMC August Camp Committee, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for sending me copy of your letter to Mr. Nelmes. Our August Camp Committee is
scattered all over Southern New England and we seldom meet. His request does not therefore
represent any Committee request or action.
So far as cooperation between you and the A.M.C. your feelings should be directed to 5 Joy
Street, Boston. Our Committee is only concerned in putting over as good a camp and as
inexpensive as possible. I am not unappreciative of your help last fall.
If you care to borrow for copy any records of trips developed in 1938 in the Bigelow region I
believe our Committee will be pleased to comply, and the same after we have visited Katahdin
Iron Works.
So far I have no knowledge if you still intend to develop your A.T. Trail Conference at Katahdin
this summer. For information as to our plans I can refer you to recent issues of the A.M.C.
Bulletins.
Our Committee is not in any financial position to supply campers with copies of the Maine
Guide Book, but are advising campers that your publication is quite desirable as both a trail
guide and book of general information of the region.
June 21, 1939. Robert O. Clark, President, Jewel Paint and Varnish Co., Chicago, to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

130

Thank you for your order for Titanium Oxide paint for shipment to various points in Maine. As
our freight allowance only applies to orders amounting to twelve gallons or more for shipment to
a single destination these will be sent by the cheapest routing available at your expense.
June 22, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer
Dear Will:
I have been anticipating with much interest your report of conditions in western Maine. Things
are obviously much worse than we thought.
Gordon Hunt had expected to fix up the Sabbath Pay Pond Lean-to.
1 appreciate your writing me at length and I wish you would also thank Mr. Dorman for his
report. I shall circulate copies to the parties concerned with western Maine.
From my letter to Stubbs you will see what I have tried to get in motion. I shall bend every effort
to get this work done immediately.
If the situation can not be immediately corrected we should have some sort of notice at the Frye
Brook Road and at the South Arm Road stating that that section of Trail is impassable. It would
be very unfortunate to have travelers get in there. Can you think of any way to care for this
problem?
I Judge that the cairn building on Saddleback was all west of the fire-tower and that we still have
the problem of the scantily marked open section west [east] of the fire-tower.
You wrote me about the possibility of your going over the section from Blanchard toward
Katahdin and I told you what we needed. Is there any prospect of that now?
I hope very much you can get to the Conference. If not is there any possibility of your going
down over the Trail with us. We shall have three groups starting a day apart.
Things look bad but I am hopeful that we will be able to get things cared for this year—if not
next.
Let me know of anything more which occurs to you.
June 22, 1939. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
I am much oblidged to you for your letter of June 17th and all the information therein contained.
I am sorrier than I can say that it now seems to you that you will not be at the Conference. We
hoped for some representative from the Forest Service but looks as if Mr. Seavey won't take any
notion on our request. Should we follow that up? The matter of the Maine Forest Service
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administration and fire protection should most certainly be on the program.
I have two matters of importance in this letter:
First, by now, you will have Sawyer’s report. The Trail from the Andover-South Arm Road to C
Pond is impassable. We must do something at once. We should get up at each end some form of
notice to the effect that it is impassable. For hikers to get in there and get lost will give the Trail
in Maine a very bad reputation indeed. Now what can we do at once? Are you in a position to get
some work done immediately from the Camp at Andover or should I at once ask Mr. Clark to
arrange to get a detachment from Toothaker Brook. It seems to me a critical situation and I wish
you would let me know what to do as soon as possible. I expect to be away from here over the
Fourth and would like to get things straightened out before then. I hope that you can get some
work done from Andover at once. If not, we shall have to see what we can do here.
Second as to that situation at Katahdin. I wish you would impress on Mr. Tingley and Mr.
Seavey, as far as you can, that the problems there have no relation at all to the Appalachian Trail
and that we are not involved. But it is a situation of whole-sale disregard of the fire laws and one
of the problems for the new administration of the Katahdin area to struggle with. The points
involved are two of the wildest places at Katahdin where people going there are in the habit of
going. If you will take the 1936 edition of the Maine Guide and read about the Northwest basin
Trail and the Northwest Basin, you will see that there is there a small lean-to on the shore of
Davis Pond. This was built by Dudley in about 1932 and was enlarged to about double its
capacity last party [sic] by unauthorized volunteer labor. It is a hard place to get to and, if a fire
ever got away there, it would burn the mountain and all the region to the north. It takes four
hours to get there from Chimney Pond. It has much of interest and is on the west side of the
mountain. You will note that the Maine Guide refers to it as an unofficial lean-to. Now the other
place, Klondike Pond, is a similar glacial cirque to the south of the Northwest Basin but still on
the west side of the mountain. There is no structure there but people camp on its shores. Most
people don’t know whether they are obeying the law in this respect or not. While I happen to
know about this situation I wish we could make clear that the Appalachian Trail Conference is
not involved nor is it one of our lean-to problems. It is north of the Trail terminus.
Speaking of lean-tos, some time ago I suggested you let me see the last list so we could
determine if we had them all included. I understand that we can’t yet list these in Tingley’s
section but I wish we could. Probably this request slipped your mind.
Is there any way to carry the reclearing work east of Saddleback. Taylor’s last letter reported a
lot of work on Bigelow. More than one man can care for. Also there must be damage in the
Orbeton Stream Valley.
Your reference to those fire negatives has me in a most embarrassing situation. I can't recall that
we had them. My memory is that Attwood at Lewiston had the negatives for I recall his article
and your writing that our request for them was delayed by reason of his using them. Does this
bring anything back to you? I am greatly disturbed but you need not worry for if the negatives
were sent to us we I will find them.
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[Missing page? None found in State Library Annex 1/24/18. Curiously, there are two
carbon copies of page 1.]
June 22, 1939. Arthur Spring to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for your letter of the 21st, and as requested we are enclosing two copies of the galley
proof together with the original manuscript of the two articles you sent us.
Delighted that the other article is so well along. This will give you a good opportunity to enjoy
your summer and I hope you have many trips up the old peak.
We, of course, will have no objection to your using this material if you wish to reprint it, giving
the Arrow Guide the credit therefor.
With many thanks for your kindness, I am.
June 22, 1939. Charles Titus, Manager, State of Maine Exhibit, N. Y. World’s Fair, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr, Avery:
I trust you will pardon my delay in an acknowledgement of receipt of panel here. At first I was
some what at a loss as to placement as it was larger than I had anticipated, but that is now an
advantage. Inside the information booth it did not seem to work just right and I had it taken down
and removed to a point outside on the wall. {Where I understood at Wash.} I have noticed there
it has been causing people to stop and observe, with the result that interest has been created. I did
not however attach the guide for I feel that we can talk it better at the booth. I do think this will
be a profitable display and will promote interest in the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Suggestions
that you may think of that may be of value to service to those interested will be appreciated if
you care to make them.
June 22, 1939. Myron Avery to Edward W. Conners, Maine Forest Service, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Conners:
I have your letter of June 15th and I am very much obliged to you for writing me in this
connection. Perhaps your office told you that I called to see you at the time when I talked with
Mr. Seavey at Augusta.
My conversation with Mr. Seavey dealt with the section of The Appalachian Trail between the
Kennebec River and the Kokadjo-B Pond Road. It is my understanding that the fire hazard
deficiency camp at Andover will reclear the Trail east as far as the Kennebec River. As you
know, we are holding this year the Trail Conference at Katahdin and after the Conference there
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will be a number of trips over the Trail in Maine west from Katahdin. At the present time we
have thirty people registered for the trip. Mr. Fechner has accepted our invitation to attend the
Conference, and I hope very much that you will find it possible to be there at that time.
It was for this reason, and in view of some set-backs which we had experienced, that we were
particularly concerned with the Trail situation between the Kokadjo-B Pond Road and the
Kennebec River. I had discussed this with Mr. Billings and if you can locate my letter of January
5, 1939, to him, you will see how we outlined the situation as to the possibility of working this
section, the points of access, etc. Unfortunately, apart from Mr. Billings’ resignation, the use of
the Jefferson Camp to supply the side camp destroyed the plans upon which this suggestion was
based; that is, the availability of the Jefferson Camp to do this work.
In view of the situation in connection with the Trail Conference, I reviewed the matter with Mr.
Seavey and suggested that, if it was not possible to get a crew from the Jefferson Camp, that a
small detail from the Princeton Camp might be available for a short time to do this work.
I appreciate your giving the matter consideration and while I recognize the difficulties, I hope
that it may be possible to do something in this connection.
The last paragraph of your letter, in which you refer to the possibility of CCC work beginning
next spring is particularly encouraging. As you know, in the eastern section between
Nahmakanta Lake and the Kennebec River, there is a gap in what is otherwise a continuous
chain of lean-tos across Maine. The situation is reflected in the master shelter list which I am
enclosing. I am hoping, therefore, that next year, with the fire reduction work out of the way that
it will be possible to set up as a project the completion of the lean-to chain across Maine. This is
so obviously desirable that I need not comment on it further.
Mr. Sewall, while CCC forester, has told me of your interest in the project and we shall be very
grateful to you for anything which you can do to contribute toward the problems of the Trail
condition east of the Kennebec River.
We shall hope to see you at Katahdin in August.
Copy to Mr. Greene Mr. Stubbs Mr. Sawyer
June 22, 1939. Harry Davis, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir –
Your letter at hand regarding the trail near Little Wilson also Barren Mt.
I can get some helpers here at $2.00 per day that will do a good job clearing this out and it ought
not to take long to do it. Common labor here is 2.50 per day but I feel that they will go on a job
like this for 2.00.
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I will look after them and take them in and out with a car all free of charge if you wish me to
proceed with the job.
Two men is all that will be wanted and I think they ought to go quite fast.
Let me know about it as soon as convenient and I will do all I can to help you out.
June 23, 1939. Myron Avery to Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Oliver:
I have mentioned to you in my earlier letters my desire to have some of the people of the Trail
Conference visit Katahdin Lake in order to appreciate the mountain from that Camp and have the
benefit of a stay, however brief it may be, at that time. Our schedule calls for a trip from Daicey
Pond over Katahdin on Tuesday and Wednesday, August 22nd and 23rd. We have at the present
time some thirty people taking the trip down over the Trail in Maine and we have found it
necessary to break them into three groups. The first will leave Thursday, the 24th, and the second
and third groups the following days, respectively.
The best arrangement which we seem to be able to make for getting to Katahdin Lake will be to
have some of the people who are going on the third trip which leaves Daicey Pond on Saturday,
August 26th, and perhaps some of the Conference people who are not going on the trip, come to
Katahdin Lake on the afternoon of Wednesday, August 23rd. They would remain there on the
24th and through lunch on the next day, going back to the Depot Camps in order to reach Daicey
Pond in the late afternoon. I have to start with the first party on Thursday, the 24th, so, very
much to my regret, I will not be able to get to Katahdin Lake. While, since I am going to miss
Mrs. Cobb’s most excellent blueberry pies, I do not feel that the rest of the party should be
obliged to put on sackcloth for my misfortunes, so you can tell her that she may live up to her
reputation in that connection.
I imagine that these people who come to the Camps on Thursday will want to go to the head of
the lake and to Twin Ponds. Since none of them know the route, I wonder if you can have your
son, or someone else go with them on this particular trip.
The reservations for the Conference party are being handled by Miss Jean Stephenson, The
Conard, Washington, D.C., and she will write you at a later date as to the number of people. It
would help in the meantime if you would write Miss Stephenson and let her know the number of
people whom you think you can accommodate for the period which I have specified; that is,
from the evening of August 23rd through lunch on the 25th, and your rates in that connection.
We anticipate that there will be about a dozen people in all whose schedules will permit
including this additional feature. We have been delayed in getting the photographs which I wrote
to you about sent to you but they will be forthcoming in the near future.
June 23, 1939. Myron Avery to Harold C. Mosher, Pleasant Pond, Caratunk, Maine
Dear Mr. Mosher:
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Your letter of June 14, 1939, addressed to The Appalachian Trail Conference, has been referred
to me. I have a very distinct recollection, although it was some twenty years ago when I was at
Pleasant Pond, of the clearness of its waters. I have, of course, been over the route of the Trail on
Pleasant Mountain numerous times subsequently.
The route of the Trail in this vicinity is described in our GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE; a copy of the prospectus is enclosed. However, our large scale maps
included in the Guide do not extend west of the Kennebec River, as this area is shown on the U.
S. Geological Survey Quadrangles. I presume that you know that the Bingham and the Fox
[Forks] Quadrangles can be obtained at the U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C., at a cost
of 10 cents.
I trust that you will be able to make use of The Appalachian Trail program in connection with the
activities of your Camp. Perhaps you know that a lean-to was recently built on the Trail on the
east side of Moxie Bald Mountain and between Pierce Pond and the Maine-New Hampshire Line
there is a continuous chain of lean-tos along the route of the Trail.
If we can supply you with any further information in this connection, we shall be very pleased to
do so.
June 23, 1939. Myron Avery to Roy H. Flynt, Augusta, Maine
Dear Roy:
I have not heard from you for quite some time and I am wondering if you are still at St.
Petersburg or if you have returned to Maine.
Our plans for the Conference at Katahdin, the program for which was sent to you, are coming
along quite well. We shall have a large attendance. In connection with this I was looking over
recently the papers which we prepared in connection with the preliminary steps for the
incorporation of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I believe that you remember these.
In keeping with the statutory provisions, we had signed by eight members one of the statutory
provisions which requires you to have a Justice of the Peace go through the motions of calling a
meeting. What we intended to do was to have this meeting at the Conference because it is much
more convenient than anywhere else. The form has to be filled in with the name of some Justice
of the Peace and as the original form was directed to you, it would save a lot of difficulty if we
could arrange to have this done through you. I do not know if there is any limit as to the place in
which the meeting is called, or whether a Justice in Kennebec County could not execute a form
which would call for a meeting in Piscataquis County. If, however, you will let me know the
name of some Justice of the Peace, we will fill in the form and send it to you. You can then
arrange to have the Justice of the Peace do what is necessary in the way of filling out the form
for the calling of the meeting. The date would be August 19th at Daicey Pond Camps in
Piscataquis County. If we have to go about it in some other way, it will mean making out entirely
new forms and this will take quite a bit of time, so I hope we can handle it on the basis originally
contemplated.
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Walter Greene is in the Edgewater Rest at Bayside and I am afraid that he is in very bad shape
indeed. Let us hear from you and we hope that we may have the pleasure of having you with us
at Katahdin.
June 23, 1939. Myron Avery to E. S. Spicer, Chairman, 1939 A.M.C. August Camp
Committee, 158 Bowen Street, Providence, Rhode Island
My dear Mr. Spicer:
I have your letter of June 21st. It would seem to me that the difficulty referred to in the last
paragraph of my letter to Mr. Nelmes, to which you would direct us to 5 Joy Street, is distinctly a
contribution of the August Camp,
I can only assume--from your lack of any disclaimer--that the comment in question meets with
your full approval, even if you did not see the article before it was published.
1 cannot see that you have any cause for complaint with respect to a notice of the Trail
Conference program. I had thought that, as a personal courtesy, I had mailed you copies of the
program. In any event, it has no connection with the August Camp activities and there is, of
course, available to you the same source of information as you have referred me to, namely the
A.M.C. Bulletin. See the last issue. If there is any complaint to be made, it would seem on my
side, in view of the time I spent in the matter of your August Camp.
In view of the particular efforts which we made to assist you in 1938 and our placing our limited
facilities at your disposal, I should hardly expect, if your records of trips in the Bigelow region
would be of help, that it would be necessary for us to make a request as to which the Committee
might be pleased or not pleased to comply, as you write. In return for what we have contributed,
I should have expected that this would have been sent to us, if it were of any value. The same
observation applies to the Katahdin Iron Works region, as to which you have the benefit of all of
our maps and preliminary data.
It may be that you are advising campers that our publication is quite desirable as a trail guide, but
I have seen no indications of this in any of your literature and, coupled with Mr. Nelmes’
particular suggestion, which would avoid the necessity of trip leaders even purchasing our maps,
it is perhaps easy to understand why I should form the impression that the whole matter is
decidedly one-sided. But perhaps I do not understand the A.M.C. way of dealing with these
matters.
June 23, 1939. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, The Antlers' Camps, Lower Joe Mary Lake,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
For people who are trying to get under way in the sporting camp business, our friends at the
White House Camps seem to be following a decidedly non-cooperative attitude in connection
with our trip down over the Trail in Maine. We have some thirty odd people registered for the
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trip after the end of the Conference, and in order to ease the problems at the various sporting
camps we are dividing the party into three groups.
Miss Jean Stephenson, The Conard, Washington, will write you more definitely, but our present
plans will place our parties at your Camps on the nights of August 28th, 29th, and 30th. On the
29th, the second and third groups will be there together, and the third group will stay over an
extra day.
While I hope your season will be prosperous, I hope that this particular time will not be when
your load is at its peak.
We are having some difficulty this year with our trail maintenance in the sections adjoining the
area near your Camps by reason of the fact that all of the CCC Camps are engaged in the
hurricane reduction work. There was about half a mile of the old Nahmakanta Tote-road from the
Mahar Campground which was never cleaned out as far as the side branches are concerned and
between the Campground and the top of Potaywadjo Ridge there are some places which need
work. In particular, there is one section where the alders have grown in and much work needs to
be done where the trail was detoured around a beaver flowage.
I know that you have a great deal of work on your hands, but as we are most anxious to have the
trail in first class condition, I am wondering if you could spare your man for a couple of days'
work in this section at our expense. If so, will you let me know what it would come to and I will
see if we can eke that amount out of our scanty funds.
1 thought that the White House people would do this for us under the same arrangements last fall
but they seem to show little interest in cooperating with us and there have been
misunderstandings on some other matters.
Perhaps I wrote you that I came down with pneumonia last fall and with the eye accident, I
would have traded in the old model, except that it had no cash value. I am beginning to feel quite
fit again and it will be a pleasure to be at Joe Mary and really able to look around and see things
again.
With best regards and looking forward to seeing you, I am Sincerely yours.
P.S. I will appreciate your letting me know about this situation as soon as possible.
M.H.A.
{Copy Stephenson}
June 24, 1939. Paul W. Bedard, State Director, New England Forest Emergency
Organization, State Capitol, Montpelier, Vermont
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Reference is made to your letter of June 20th regarding the fire hazard reduction work along the
Maine section of the Appalachian Trail.
Due to the fact that I have been transferred to Vermont, I am unable to give you the latest
information regarding the progress of the work. I am, however, forwarding your letter to my
successor in Maine, Mr. J. H. Bosworth, who will, I am sure, keep you informed on this point. I
may say that at the time of my transfer on June 6th the Deficiency Camp had just been
established. The Appalachian Trail, however, had been given high priority so I am sure that the
work will be accomplished soon and effectively.
The desirability of hazard reduction work along this trail was apparent to us last fall. However,
the location of the work in relation to sources of labor which were available to us prevented our
working at an earlier date.
{Copy Stubbs, Greene, Attwood, Taylor, Sawyer}
June 24, 1939. Six invoices from Jewel Paint & Varnish Co. for shipments of paint to
sporting camps along the Maine A.T. [Not transcribed]
June 26, 1939. Gardner G. Fernald, Wilton, Maine, to W. D. Greene, Bayside, N. Y. City
Dear Mr. Green:
Many thanks for your informative letter of May 25th. R.E. lower part of Piscataquis County.
We have a party of three and went in to Gulf Hagas last week.
At Milo were warned not to try to go farther than Brownville Junc. with our car.
We decided to try, and it took over an hour to go to K.I.W., the last two miles was pretty bad.
The road from there to White brook was bad the last two miles. Culverts and bridges hardly safe.
Had a team meet us at White brook to take us to the Hermitage.
Had fine weather and a very interesting tramp I could only go about two miles up the rim of the
Gulf but got my money’s worth.
It will beat anything in the East in its line. The trail was plainly marked. Think we were the
first over it this season as we cleared away quite a lot of broken branches. Water abt. medium
pitch.
We stopped two nights with Mrs. Green and were well cared for.
I regret your having to write from a Hospital but it is a good place when out of order.
I went through the mill with something the same trouble about ten years ago so can sympathize.
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[Greene sent this to Avery with the following hand-written note:] Dear Myron. I’m coming along
slowly. Lots of pain. Leave here in about a week. Things look difficult up there, but it will work
out. Best, Walter
June 27, 1939. Myron Avery to J. H. Bosworth, N. E. Timber Salvage Administration,
Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Bosworth:
I am enclosing a copy of a letter of June 24, 1939, which I have received from Mr. Bedard in
response to my letter to him of June 20th with respect to fire hazard reduction work along the
Maine section of the Appalachian Trail. I assume that my letter of June 20th has come to your
attention.
In view of the Appalachian Trailway Agreement, we had assumed that the reclearing of The
Appalachian Trail would receive due consideration from the Forest Service, but it is a matter of
considerable satisfaction to have Mr. Bedard write that this project has been given high priority
and that he is sure that the work will he accomplished soon and effectively.
I appreciate that the fire reduction camp which I believe is located at Upton, Maine, has just
gotten under way and that you are undoubtedly busily occupied with various plans and
arrangements. We have, however, a problem in this connection. We are receiving numerous
inquiries as to the condition of the Trail in Western Maine. This, of course, is dependent upon the
progress made in eliminating the hurricane damage. I am writing to ask, therefore, if it would be
possible to work out some arrangement so that we might perhaps correspond directly with the
superintendent of this camp and ascertain what sections are cleared, so that we will have
available promptly up-to-date information.
There is one section which I should particularly like to call to your attention. It is very near your
Upton Camp. The section of Appalachian Trail leading east from Frye Brook to C Pond has been
reported to us as obliterated in many places by hurricane damage and having suffered severely.
With the exception of this section I believe that the rest of the route in western Maine can be
followed, although progress is extremely difficult by reason of the blow-down timber. If the
reclearing of this section is on the agenda of your Camp, I should like to ask if it would not be
possible to have this section cleared immediately so as to avoid the difficulties presently
encountered by travelers on the Trail in this area.
A portion of this trail in western Maine is maintained by the Bates Outing Club. A casualty of
the degree of the hurricane damage is beyond, of course, the efforts of amateur organizations and
on its trip this year the Bates Club concentrated on renewing the marking. For your information,
I am enclosing a copy of the report which I have received.
I should like to make one further inquiry. This relates to the nature of the trail work. Is this
confined to axe work alone--that is, merely cutting out of blow-downs, or are the young sprouts
and saplings also removed by either bush hooks or pruning shears? We are naturally anxious to
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take full advantage of any opportunities in this reclearing and we hope very much that the small
hardwood growth can be removed as well as the down logs cut out. By reason of the Conference
at Katahdin and the attendance of Mr. Fechner, we are particularly anxious to have the trail in
Maine restored to as good a condition as possible at the earliest opportunity, and I shall greatly
appreciate any steps which you can take to produce this result.
Copy to Mr. Bedard Mr. Stubbs Mr. Greene Mr. Sawyer Mr. Attwood Mr. Taylor
June 27, 1939.
NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
There has previously been sent to the members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club a copy of
the Announcement of the Ninth Appalachian Trail Conference at Katahdin. We hope that many
members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club will be able to be present.
In conjunction with the Conference, a meeting will be held of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
and an election of officers. Most outing clubs are incorporated and preliminary steps have been
taken to incorporate the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. This will come before the meeting.
The meeting will be held at York’s Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, at 4:30 P.M., Saturday,
August 19th, 1939, and this will constitute the required notice of the meeting.
I regret to say that Mr. Greene, the President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, still
experiences ill health and is presently at the Edgewater Rest, Bayside, Long Island, New York.
Everyone interested in The Appalachian Trail in Maine wishes Mr. Greene a speedy recovery.
A copy of the first issue of Appalachian Trailway News was sent to members of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and a copy of the forthcoming issue, which will appear in July, will also
be mailed.
A Supplement to Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine will appear during July.
We have an exhibit at the State of Maine Building at the New York World's Fair relating to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. This was prepared by Trail Club member K. S. Boardman.
I am sending this notice at the direction of President Greene.
Marion Park Treasurer.
June 27, 1939. Edward W. Conners, Admin. Assistant, Civilian Conservation Corps,
Northeastern States District, Maine Forest Service, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of the 22nd.
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I was at our Cupsuptic Side Camp near Rangeley on the 23rd and was talking to Foreman
Winslow regarding the possibility of opening up the Appalachian Trail beginning at the foot of
Saddleback Mountain to Four Ponds, thence to Houlton-Oquosoc [sic., Houghton-Oquossoc]
road and continuing three miles up Mountain Brook toward Elephant Mountain, a total distance
of approximately seventeen miles.
Of course, this side camp is located for hurricane hazard reduction program, but Mr. Winslow
thought that that portion of the Trail could be taken care of this summer.
June 27, 1939. Myron Avery to Mr. Earl York, Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond,
Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. York:
I have your letter and I am pleased to know that you have been able to arrange for a cook and
helper. This will be very satisfactory to those who plan to camp. Your letter did not refer to any
rate but I assume the figure will be $7 per day for the two people as stated in your earlier letter
and, of course, their food will be provided by the campers.
Now unless you wish to arrange the payment otherwise, we will handle this separately from the
other camp costs and have these people paid directly by the representatives of the camping group,
who will be somewhat independent anyway. Mr. Osborne O. Heard, 5940 Lowndes Avenue,
Baltimore, Maryland will be in charge of this group and he will write you as to what time he will
want the cook there etc. Mr. Heard will care for all the details in this connection. He will
undoubtedly follow out your suggestion of obtaining the supplies from Saunders at Greenville.
If either Rex Bruce or Mr. Heard, who will be there in advance of the Conference, want any trail
paint or markers it will of course be in order to let them take what they wish from the package of
paint being sent by freight and the package of markers which I have sent to myself in your care.
With Mr. Warner’s visit all the various matters should be well in hand. I suggest that before his
arrival it would be well to look over our correspondence of last fall so that you will have in mind
all of your various commitments etc.
With best regards and looking forward to our trip,
Copy Warner, Heard, Stephenson
June 27, 1939. Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, to Jean Stephenson
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I am writing you at the suggestion of Myron H. Avery. I am enclosing the copy of the letter I
have written him which will probably give you the Information you desire at present. Enclosing
folder which will give you rates etc.
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June 27, 1939. Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of June 23rd received. I shall write Miss Stephenson as you suggest. I think I can take
care of a dozen people all right at the time you mention “August 23 to 25” (you don't mention
whether or not they would be here for supper on August 23rd.). Naturally my regular guests who
stay two and three weeks with me each summer have to figure into my plans. So of course I can’t
guarantee to give each and every one a separate bed but will do the best I can towards doing so.
You may rest assured that we will look after them to the best of our ability. I should like to have
someone confirm their plans by phone or wire a day or two in advance, because I imagine we
will have to do plenty of shifting around to accommodate them. Sorry we won’t be seeing you
this summer.
In reference to Twin Ponds I will do my best to make it a point to see that Oliver Jr. or myself is
available as guide for your party on August 24th.
Thanking you for the business and your kind letter I am,
[Marginal hand-written note regarding confirmation of plans:] {Tell him that will be done in
addition to letter. Would like him to get as much patronage as possible.}
June 27, 1939. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I have your letter of June 22nd and I am glad to know that you are in a position to help us out
with our particular problems at this time. It certainly indicates very considerable interest on your
part to look after this job for us and to take the men out in your car and see that they work. I note
that you think you can hire the men tor $2.00 a day.
Our funds are limited and at the present time I think a week’s work for each man would be as far
as we could commit ourselves. I hope that this will do the work.
I am outlining briefly what we should like to have done.
1. The section between Blanchard and Monson is very short and would be more or less a matter
of cutting out the sprouts and hardwood growth in that lumbered over section.
2. Between Little Wilson Campground and Monson there is the section where the lumbering
took place. In addition, we would like to have the two side trails to Little Wilson Cliffs and to
Wilson Falls gone over. I understand that the tree which was used for crossing Little Wilson
stream has been washed out. I hope it will be possible to drop another tree which, with some sort
of a hand rail can be used for getting over the stream. This is one of the things which would have
to be decided on the ground, but something should be done, if possible, there.
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I presume that the Little Wilson Section may require a couple of days.
3. On the Barren-Chairback Range the men should go as far as the side trail which comes down
to Dore's Camps. I do not believe that they could work any farther along the Range. Three days
in here should do a good deal. I would like to know if the bridge which we had across Long Pond
Stream at Slugundy has washed out and if so, what could be done to replace it. It was built, I
think, by some of the people at Bodfish Farm.
Except in the lumbering sections, I would not expect that there would be any down trees and the
problem would be more or less clearing out the sprouts and the growth. If it is possible, we
should like to keep the Trail to the three or four foot width. I know that your workers are
probably all expert axe men and they may not think much of my suggestion, but for cutting out
the small growth and sprouts, we have found that the most effective tool is a pair of long-handled
pruning shears. If the sprouts are cut close to the ground at an angle, very effective work can be
done. One has to be careful not to cut dead wood, for this springs the jaws of the shears. For the
type of growth which we expect to find on the Trail, I think that one man working with the
shears and another with an axe should prove to be the best combination. On trial, I believe you
will agree that the pruning shears really do a better job than a bush hook, leave lower stubbs, and
require a lot less effort to swing them.
The white paint marking should be entirely all right but if a tree with a paint blaze at some
important point should be down, or if the route should be obscured in any way, I hope that your
men will do what is possible to clear this difficulty.
1 have sent these pruning shears to you by parcel post and I really think you will find them a
very effective tool. I am having mailed to you under separate cover from our Conference funds a
check in the amount of $24.00 on the supposition that you will be able to obtain men for six
days' work each at $2.00 a day.
1 shall be very glad to hear from you in detail as to the condition of the Trail and what is
accomplished.
Again thanking you for your interest in this connection, I am
Copy to Jean Stephenson:
Will you please send this check? This may overdraw our Trail funds but if so, we can meet this
problem later.
June 28, 1939. W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Glad to get the copies of correspondence between you and Stubbs re conditions of A.T. in
Western Maine. I wrote him somewhat in detail of what we found, emphasizing fire hazards, but
have had no reply from him: shall drop in at Augusta soon and find out what they are doing.
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Regarding the trail in the Yoke Pond region: there is nothing I would like better than to go up
there and do some work, and I had hoped things might break so I could get a few days. Summer
school begins next week, however, and I can’t get time before then, or in its duration; and the
boys are all tied up with one thing and another for the summer. I hope to get to the Katahdin
Conference for a day or two, but here again the Conference comes so close on the heels of
closing of summer school that I shall have to do close figuring if I make it.
I think it is imperative that we get the Maine Forest Service to clean up this Andover situation
this summer if humanly possible.
June 29, 1939. [Hand-written note from “S.W.E.”, probably Sterling Edwards to ?]
Report from friend of mine and partner 2 ½ weeks out of Gorham on A.T. to Katahdin reports
that hurricane damage terrific and progress generally ¼ m.p.h. Had reached Stratton by 22nd
June. He will send me full, detailed report of trip when completed but assumes you are not
interested as you did not digest my last one. At any rate here is some up to the minute
information on A.T. in western Maine and if going is so bad to these two old timers, a general
warning should be sounded so that people may not waste their whole vacation floundering
around in the western parts at ¼ mi. per hr. He says blazes were generally good so they did not
get lost, and praises the condition of the original A.T. before the hurricane hit it, in most
instances.
June 29, 1939. Charles H. Warner to Myron Avery
Dear Myron;1 have unpacked the two bundles of signs that were received by me some months ago and
herewith is the list of those that were sent:
One sign-wood, "Appalachian Trail Conference" "Registration Headquarters" (with an arrow
pointing)
Eleven signs-—"Men’s Toilet"
Fourteen "
--“Women's Toilet”
Four Signs—"Park Automobiles Here"*
Four signs—For front and back doors of Recreation Room
Eleven signs—"Appalachian Trail Conference" "York's Camp"
(To go on road from Millinocket and from Greenville)
Two signs——"Garbage"
One sign— "Tin Cans"*
Five signs—"Appalachian Trail Conference" "Meetings"
I will take these signs up with me when I go next week and will leave them with York.
June 30, 1939. Myron Avery to Bruce C. Beach, Esq., Camp Kennebec, North Belgrade,
Maine
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Dear Bruce:
I have your letter of June 26th telling me that you have made arrangements to have the Camp
Kennebec boys out of the way on or before August 18th. I wish you would express to Mr.
Friedman our appreciation of his courtesy to us in this connection. It will make matters much
simpler for us and the boys should have the grass well tramped down and the mosquitoes satiated.
I hope very much you can be present.
I have written Mr. York and told him that you and Mr. Heard are to be given access to the paint
and markers. The paint will come by freight. There are 4 quarts of white and three of blue. In a
separate package addressed to me are 60 markers. As you know we still have from the ledges to
Clifford's (3 miles) to renew white paint on and the blue is for the Nesowadnehunk Trail to the
north shore of Rainbow. If you should be on these sections and ambition should seize you, you
will find a reward in the next world for what you may do beyond the river. If before the
Conference you can write me as to what you do, it will help. If not and you should leave Yorks
before I arrive leave a note for me.
On the Trail markers I wish you would take a hammer and knock off the existing markers which
have badly faded. We will renew all of them. Be sure to leave about half an inch of nail
protruding for growth. (On the Hunt Trail, because of the souvenir hunters, in order to keep any
markers at all we are driving them home.) What I meant to say was that we wanted you to renew
all markers between Yorks and the River. Those between the junction of the Trails and Cliffords
haven't been up so long.
On the blazes you have of course our system well in mind and know what we strive for. The
blazes should be neat, conspicuously placed and about 2 x 5. You also know that we use the
double as a warning signal not to mark obvious turns.
In painting the mile markers should be repainted also.
It is hot here; wish I had the good fortune to be in Maine now too.
{Osborne: While there may be enough left over I think we had better plan for you to take a
sufficient supply of paint and A.T. markers from here so we will have no trouble on any shortage.
Let’s plan that way. Copy Heard}
June 30, 1939. W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Your letter of the 23rd received. The side trails have been all cleared out. Both mine and the one
to the Gulf. I have put in some new blue markers where the side trail hits Pleasant River. You
remember this was a very blind spot. There is a blue post directed across the river from the old
fallen down lumber camp now. My rates will be the same $3.50.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

146

Mr. Simpson is not in the trucking business now. If you wish I will make arrangements for a
truck to meet them.
June 30, 1939. Myron Avery to Edwards
Dear Mr. Edwards:
Your recent postcard to me implied that you had mailed the signs made by you to Charles
Warner (not Warner Hall as you wrote) at Fall River. There seems to be some mistake as to this.
On checking the matter we find that Mr. Warner does not have the Trail signs covered in the
two-page list of November 1938. Apparently you retained these.
These signs are, of course, the property of the Trail Conference and you were reimbursed for
your expenses in that connection. I am sure that you knew that these signs were intended to be
put up in August and in view of your professed and frequently enumerated instances of
contributions to the Appalachian Trail that you could not have deliberately failed to make
arrangements for the Conference to procure these signs. If you are at Silver Springs, if you will
let us know we will have the signs picked up.
If you have gone to Maine please advise what arrangements you made for the Conference to get
these signs so that we may get them at this time.
{Copy to Camp Dream Come True, East Waterboro, Me.}
June 30, 1939. Myron Avery to Jewel Paint and Varnish Co., 345 NorthAve., Chicago,
Illinois
Gentlemen:
I refer to your letter dated June 21, 1939 and the set of invoices and attached railroad receipts
which I received yesterday in a separate envelope.
I am very much disturbed over this situation. If as your stamp on the invoices indicates these lots
have been sent collect as to cost or freight, you will have caused us much difficulty and seriously
interfere with our receiving the packages. On the other hand the price notations in the invoices
indicate that we would, as on past occasions, be billed for the paint. So I am unable to determine
the situation.
Your letter of June 21st gave no intimation that this paint would he sent freight collect, if this
was actually done. Your letter stated that the transportation would he "at our expense". Naturally
in view of the past practice we assumed that we would he billed for these amounts together with
the cost of the paint.
The shipments go back into the Maine woods. They are to be picked up by our Trail work parties.
The addressees have no interest in the matter and receipt of these packages collect will not only
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cause difficulty but may prevent our receiving them. Therefore if you have sent them freight
collect in any form I request that you take immediate effect steps to have this restriction removed
so that the packages will go forward. The extent of handling before these packages reach the
camps makes this imperative.
June, 1939.

PAINT AND MARKERS SENT TO CAMPS IN MAINE

Twin Pine Camps

4 qts. white
3 qts. blue

Rainbow Lake Camps

4 qts. white*

Nahmakanta Lake Camps

4 qts. white

Antlers’ Camps

4 qts. white*
3 qts. blue

Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps

4 qts. white*

Chadwick’s Camps

1 qt. white

Long Pond Camps

4 qts. white
3 qts. blue

Monson
{*Package received}

Paint

Markers
60 A.T. markers
130 Nails
1 Brush
50 A.T. Markers*
120 Nails
1 Brush
70 A.T. Markers
160 Nails
1 Brush
60 A.T. Markers*
130 Nails
1 Brush
60 A.T. Markers*
130 Nails
1 Brush
60 A.T. Markers
130 Nails
80 A.T. Markers
160 Nails
50 A.T. Markers
120 Nails
1 Brush

July 1, 1939. J. H. Bosworth, Acting State Project Director, New England Forest
Emergency Project, Portland, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of June 27 transmitting copies of reports on the condition of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I am glad to be able to inform you that our hazard reduction camp at Andover has started work
and the Appalachian Trail was the first project worked upon. I do not know just what the present
status of the work is but I am sure that if you write Mr. Kenneth Jones, United States Forest
Service, Andover, Maine, he will keep you informed as to the progress of the job.
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Perhaps you know that a CCC side camp is also operating at Cupsuptic and the area has been
roughly divided between this camp and our Andover camp. The Andover camp will work that
portion of the trail south of the Houghton road and the remaining portion will be handled by the
CCC.
Due to the large amount of work these camps must do in the short time available, we are forced
to confine our work to clearing the trails of actual hurricane debris and are unable to do much
additional work in the way of brushing out young sprouts and other green material.
If there is any further information you would like to have I will be glad to hear from you or you
may feel free to communicate directly with Mr. Jones if you so desire.
{Copy Stubbs, Attwood, Greene, Helon Taylor, Sawyer}
July 3, 1939. Jean Stephenson to Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps
Dear Mr. Cobb:
1 have received your letter of June 27 with reference to the proposed visit to your camps of the
party from the Appalachian Trail Conference. I will write you early in August giving you the
number then expected and more definite details as to time. I will also confirm these plans by
telephone or wire a few days in advance as you request.
The present plan which I believe will be adhered to will be for us to go from Basin Ponds as we
come off Katahdin and arrive at your camp in time for dinner on August 23. We would need
breakfast and a packed lunch, take in the trip to Twin Ponds, return to camp for dinner, August
24, stay there that night, have breakfast August 25, take a packed lunch, and leave some time
during the day so as to get back to Daicey Pond in the early afternoon in order to prepare for the
trip down the Trail the next day. This would mean from the afternoon of August 23 to the
afternoon of August 25, or two full days.
July 3, 1939. A. E. Blank, Jewel Paint & Varnish Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
We have your letter of June 30th with reference to the freight charges on six shipments covered
by your order of June 17th and are sorry that we did not anticipate the situation as described in
your letter in which case the freight would have been prepaid.
However, we are writing the Wabash Railway Company asking them to release these shipments
free of all charges and as soon as the freight bills are received and paid by us a bill will be
forwarded to you.
On future orders the freight will be prepaid and added to the bill for the paint if the shipment
consists of less than twelve gallons. As advised you in our letter of June 21st freight charges will
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be allowed only if the order consists of twelve gallons or more for shipment to a single
destination. In the latter case charges will be prepaid but will not be added to the bill for paint.
We believe this mode of handling will eliminate the possibility of delay and it is our hope that
you will not have been seriously inconvenienced with reference to the shipments sent collect.
July 3, 1939. Roy H. Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Yes, I am still in St. Pete, much as I would like to be at my camps at Foss & Knowlton pond for
the summer.
Following hernia operation, last August, I underwent emergency operation for gastric ulcer
(internal hemorrhages necessitated blood transfusion first) and am still in the convalescent stage
even though the operation was performed the middle of January. So I have spent more time in
hospitals and recuperating than I have in pleasure. Looks like I should be here a long time. And I
did so wish to be at York’s with the Conference. It’s a bitter disappointment.
Can’t see that I can help you on the legal phases of calling the meeting. Robert Stubbs would be
the man. He has the legal department of the state to draw on and a justice of the peace is in the
Secretary of State’s office.
I am sorry to hear that Walter Greene is still in bad shape. Where is Bayside?
Monday, July 31, 1939. {Great Neck?} Mrs. Lotta Magruder to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Walter asked me to write and tell you that he is recovering from an operation at the Flushing
Hospital, Flushing, N.Y. and would be glad to hear from you.
For your information and because you are interested no doubt in his condition, I will tell you that
a complete stoppage of the rectum made it necessary to form a false rectum to give him
temporary relief.
Nothing could be done about the growth and it would have been a mercy if he had never come
out of the ether, as he still will have to endure great suffering and may linger for months.
He will return to the Nursing Home next week about July 10th, if no complications arise.
July 4th, 1939. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to The Appalachian Trail Conference
[Hand-written]
Messrs:
The package came a few days ago. It looks like the markers that you spoke of.
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Another package came yesterday. It must be the paint.
I sent a man down to Crawford Pond to mow the bushes out of the trail at the old camps the other
day. I took a man with me and went up the East Branch of the river and mowed from the old
camps to the East Branch the first day. The second day we mowed some spots out as far as Joe
Guy’s old camp and went through to W. Cap Mt. Picked out a lot of brush that had broke off the
trees and cut out some small windfalls. Half a doz. more big ones in the trail. The trail has
grown in thick in places from Joe Guy’s old lumber camp to Joe Boudreau’s camp with bushes
just the way it has from 3rd west branch pond to white cap mt. so thick you cannot see the
ground to step on.
It would take 2 men a week with saw, axes and bush cutters to get the trail in shape to travel on.
It would be a good vacation for a few C.C.C. boys if you could get them.
The bush cutters you sent was not built for this country for it is too rough and rocky. I will write
you later and let you know if I think that I will have time to do some of that work.
I painted some of the old markers over.
July 5, 1939. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Since 1 wrote you last I have been over the trail from Bigelow Village to Dead River. It is not in
bad shape at all from Bigelow to the fire tower. We came down by the Cascades and that part is
bad. I have an idea that the Little Bigelow one is worse, I went through with a Mr. Caldwell and
Mr. Webster. They say it is terrible between Spaulding and Sugarloaf.
Stillman Johnson, the watchman on Bigelow has worked two days on the little bigelow trail since
I was there. I gave him two quarts of paint. I do not know how far he got but it is all a help.
There are a few blowdowns on the east side of South Horn but they are easy to get around so I
told Stillman to concentrate on the little Bigelow section.
I do not think you could do much with the wheel on Little Bigelow now. Will let you know when
it is in shape so you can get over it.
I have not spoken to Frank Phillips about the trail as yet. I doubt if he will have much time for it.
We have a new Chief in this section and he keeps us on the jump most of the time with Fish &
Game matters.
I am sending you a pamphlet which was sent to me by the writer, Mr. Harold A. Titcomb. I
thought it very interesting and that maybe you would like to read it. I wish you would return it to
me sometime as it was a gift and I wish to keep it.
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Thanks for the map of Rangeley district. I am having the A. T. put on the maps in our Dead
River booklet next year. Will send you one as soon as we get them out.
July 6, 1939. Myron Avery to Arthur T. Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies
Dear Mr. Spring:
I return herewith the corrected galley proof for the articles “Trail Travel in Maine” and “The
Appalachian Trail Across Maine”.
I trust that you will be able to forward to me the galley on the Katahdin article in the very
immediate future before we become too much engrossed with final work in connection with the
Trail Conference at Katahdin.
Does your map show the route of The Appalachian Trail, or have you given any thought to the
possible use of a cut which would make this article of more value. Our available maps are in the
third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which I believe you have. You will
note that the Trail route is indicated on the highway map.
July 6, 1939. Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Glad to hear that you are feeling quite fit again.
I have a man here who will work on the trail for $3.00 per day. That takes care of his board and
all. I have not been over the trail beyond Potaywadjo this year, but I know there is need of much
work around the beaver flowage.
I will see that the section near Jo Mary is in good condition.
Here’s hoping that the conference and the trip after will be a grand success.
Looking forward to seeing you.
{7/12. Wrote from new unless to do 5 days work.}
July 7, 1939. Myron Avery to Edward W. Connors, Admin. Assistant, Maine Forest Service,
Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Conners:
I have your letter of June 27th and we are very much gratified to know of the arrangements
which have been worked out for the use of the CCC side camp in reclearing the Trail. I am
enclosing copy of a letter of July 1, 1939, from Mr. Bosworth, the substance of which is perhaps
already known to you.
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It would seem from those arrangements that most of the hurricane damage to the Trail in western
Maine should be cared for during the summer. Our only concern is whether or not the work will
extend far enough east. We have received reports of extensive down timber on Little Bigelow
Mountain which would indicate that the hurricane damage perhaps extends farther toward the
Kennebec River. I am wondering just how far your plans for the side camp contemplated
working. I trust, in view of the situation, that you will have the work carried on as far east as
possible.
You will appreciate that we are anxious to learn, in order to answer inquiries, when the hurricane
work is done over certain sections. Should I make inquiry from your office as to the progress of
the work, or would you prefer that I correspond directly with the side camp. If the latter would be
more convenient, will you let me have the name of the foreman and his address?
The Conference very much appreciates the interest which you have shown in solving our
hurricane problems.
July 7, 1939. Myron Avery to Kenneth Jones, United States Forest Service, Andover, Maine
Dear Mr. Jones:
I am enclosing a copy of a letter of July 1, 1939, which I have received from Mr. Bosworth. In
keeping with the suggestion in his letter, I am writing to you directly in connection with the
matters discussed in my letter of June 27th to Mr. Bosworth, copy of which I am enclosing.
It would be of very great assistance to us if we could keep in touch with you and ascertain what
work has been done in connection with the reclearing of The Appalachian Trail in western Maine.
Our particular concern is with the section between the Andover-B Hill Road and C Pond which
was reported by Professor Sawyer, of the Bates Outing Club, as being absolutely impassable. 1
trust that you will find it possible to have the work done in this section in the very immediate
future.
I appreciate that you are very much occupied with the work of your Camp but it would be of
great help to us in answering inquiries if we could learn from you as to what work on the Trail is
contemplated and when various sections have been receleared.
For your convenience in planning the work, I have sent to you under separate cover a copy of
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
July 7, 1939. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Esq., Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Dear Mr. Berry:
Your letter of July 4th was handed to me. I am replying hurriedly as I am leaving for a business
trip to New Orleans and I am not just sure when I will be back.
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I appreciate all the information you have given us as to Trail conditions. I did not expect things
would be quite so bad. This year, unfortunately, because of hurricane relief work, we can not get
any CCC help in Eastern Maine and shall have to make out the best we can by ourselves.
What you have done will be of much help. In view of the parties coming over the trail we want if
it is at all possible to get it into fair shape. I note what you say as to the time required to get it in
shape. Will you let me know what it would cost for this work and we would see if we can
squeeze it out of our scanty Conference funds. We would also want to know the expense for
what has been done so far.
That weeder was only intended for grass and very small stuff. The long handled pruning shear-30 inch handles are really good tools for the small growth. We had a pair sent to you in June.
Have they arrived? I assume you meant that the weeder was of no use up there. If you haven't
tried the pruning shears on small stuff--cutting at an angle and no dead stuff I think you will find
them good tools. Let me know if this hasn't arrived.
I shall probably be back here by the time your reply comes and I hope we can go ahead with the
work.
We have at the present time thirty people signed up for the trip over the Trail and we shall make
it in three parties, coming three successive days. Miss Stephenson will write you soon about it.
Probably my wheel has flat tire now.
We are looking forward to seeing you again—with both eyes this time.
July 7, 1939. Myron Avery to Mrs. Lotta C. McGruder, Great Neck, Long Island, New
York
Dear Mrs. McGruder:
I am very much indebted to you for your kindness in writing me your letter of July 3rd.
I have been in very considerable doubt as to what I could do in connection with Walter which
would afford him the greatest comfort. You know, of course, that he has a tremendous interest in
the Trail in Maine and at his repeated requests, I have sent to him all of the literature and
correspondence in that connection. I had thought that this would stimulate an outside interest.
Since your last letter to me, I have known nothing of his condition. Frequently so much time has
gone by without any word from him that I had begun to suspect that he might have died. It has
been very difficult, under the circumstances, to know what to write or how to approach the
matter. When I have been in New York I have telephoned, but it was quite obvious that he did
not want me to come to see him in his present condition and, frankly, I would have done so only
as under a sense of obligation.
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It would be a very distinct personal favor if I know that I can count on you to keep me advised of
his condition. Now that I know the situation, I will write him at more frequent intervals in an
impersonal fashion. Before, it had been very difficult to do.
July 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Benny Boynton, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine
Dear Benny:
1 wrote you on June 17th, but as mail probably is slow getting in, you may not have had time to
answer. What leads me to write again is a report which I have received from a trail traveler to the
effect that there has been lumbering around Nesuntabunt Mountain. We had not counted on this,
as the Great Northern Paper Company told me that there would be no lumbering this year around
Nahmakanta. I presume that you would know what the situation is and I should be very glad to
know how matters stand. If there has been lumbering, I wish you would let me know. It would
mean that we would need more work to re-open the route.
July 8, 1939. Myron Avery to W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Dore:
I have your letter of June 30th. I am very glad to know that you are keeping the side trails in
good condition and that you have improved the route from the north side of Long Pond to Gulf
Hagas. As the Appalachian Mountain Club has a large group of people camping at Katahdin Iron
Works, we are anxious to have these trails in as good condition as possible, so that these people
may form a good impression of the region and return again.
I note what you have to say in connection with your rates. Miss Stephenson, who has charge of
the matter of reservations, will write you very shortly as to the number of people who will be
staying at your Camps.
We will let you know later whether or not we shall want to take advantage of your offer to help
us with transportation. Since our Guidebook referred to Mr. Simpson, if there is someone at
Monson who has taken over this work, I wish you would let me know, so that we can correct the
Guidebook accordingly.
We are looking forward to visiting your Camp again.
Copy to Miss Stephenson
July 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Jewell Paint and Varnish Company, Chicago, Illinois
Gentlemen:
I have received your letter in reply to mine with respect to the shipment of the paint, freight
collect. I note that you have requested, the Wabash Railroad to release these shipments. I
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appreciate what you have done in this connection and trust that the order to the Railroad will be
effective and that no difficulty will be experienced in connection with the delivery.
By reason of the several destinations of the shipments, I am, however, somewhat apprehensive
lest this plan be ineffective. I shall greatly appreciate any additional monition which you may
give the Railroad.
I am enclosing a check in the amount of $17.46 in payment of your voucher dated July 1, 1939,
for the six shipments involved. I understand that as soon as the freight charges have been
ascertained, you will bill us further in that connection.
Copy to Miss Stephenson
July 8, 1939. Marion Park, Assistant Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference, to
Earle W. York, Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. York:
I wrote you on June 17th in connection with a shipment of paint for trail work, which we were
making in our care to your Camps. We have just learned that through a misunderstanding the
supplier forwarded this paint by freight collect. We have taken the matter up with the supplier
who has instructed the railroad to release the shipments without the collection of the freight
charges, which of course will be paid by us.
However, in view of the possibility that this arrangement, through some mistake, might not be
effective for each shipment, we are requesting that, in the event the Railroad asks that you pay
either the freight charge or the charge for the paint, you do so in order that the paint may be at
your camps at the time of the Trail Conference party. We will arrange to reimburse you for any
expense incurred therein when our parties arrive at your Camps. The total charges should not
amount to over $5.00.
In order that we may know whether or not the shipment of paint and the markers which have
been sent separately have reached you, I am enclosing a stamped, addressed envelope, and I
would appreciate very much your sending us a note when the paint and markers arrive. I trust
that this situation will not cause any difficulty and am writing you in this connection to avoid any
possible trouble on the score of the orders given by the supplier of the paint to the Railroad being
misunderstood.
I enclose a copy of the Railroad bill of lading for the shipment here involved.
{Copy sent Clifford, Nahmakanta, Potter, Berry, Perham}
July 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Dear Mr. Clifford:
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I assume that you duly received my letter of June 3rd, enclosing the check for the Trail work. I
presume that this has been completed by this time and I am anxious to hear from you as to what
conditions were encountered.
I assume that, in keeping with my suggestion that no change was made in the route between the
bridge and Rainbow Lake but I should be glad to know what you have done in this connection.
July 10, 1939. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The deficiency camp at Andover has cleared the Appalachian Trail so that it is passable to the
new Houghton road. This work will be carried on from here through to Saddleback, probably by
the same camp. I talked with Helon Taylor several weeks ago, and he said that the Trail was very
badly obstructed between Spaulding and Sugarloaf, so I shall extend these projects clear through
to Bigelow.
The watchman on Bigelow, according to chief warden Wing of Flagstaff, has cleared the Trail
from Little Bigelow to the Horns.
How thoroughly the deficiency camp has conducted their work I have not had a chance to
ascertain myself. I judge that the Trail is open and passable, except that there is grass in the low
places along the Trail.
With reference to the camping situation on Katahdin, I think that the Trail Club is entirely clear
over there, and I do not think there is anything to worry about. I have not heard anything more
since a recent letter of Mr. Tingley which was brought to my attention.
We are going to relocate the watchman's trail on Moxie Bald Mt. so that it will run directly to
Troutdale cabins. {This will follow the A.T. most of the way.} We plan to have our watchman
do this during periods when he is not engaged on the mountain. We will use this trail to haul
material {for a new watchman’s cabin} up, so when we get through there will be a very open and
passable trail.
I received your Trail literature and extra copies of the Guide prospectus the other day.
{Copy Sawyer, Taylor, Sawtelle, Greene, Gordon Hunt, Attwood}
July 10, 1939. Edward W. Connors, CCC Eastern Region, Maine Forest Service, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
As far as the Side Camp at Andover is concerned where Mr. Kenneth Jones is in charge, we
believe that he would be a better man to write to for information regarding work done by that
camp. The Andover Side Camp is under the supervision of the Forest Service Office, High Street,
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Portland, Maine and as Mr. Bosworth's letter states, is concerned chiefly with hazard reduction
work.
The Cupsuptic Side Camp is under our supervision and more particularly under that of Mr.
George Murphy, Superintendent of the Jefferson Camp, North Whitefield. This Side Camp has
had considerable work outlined for it by the State Forestry Office, so much in fact that there was
a doubt in my mind as to whether it would be able to complete it all by early Fall. The work,
however, is progressing very well and it does seem as though there will be some chance to do
work on the Appalachian Trail, but due to the necessity of placing importance on the hurricane
reduction program, the Appalachian Trail work should be considered of secondary importance.
We believe that it would be well to make inquiries of this office as to the progress of the work at
Cupsuptic. Perhaps we are optimistic, but we do believe that quite a little work will be done on
the Trail before that camp closes.
We have no objection to you writing direct to Mr. Murphy, if you so desire.
{Copy Sawyer, Taylor, Sawtelle, Stubbs, Greene, Gordon Hunt, Attwood}
July 11, 1939. Kenneth E. Jones, Camp Foreman, Camp DA-9, Andover, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of July 7 in regard to reclearing work being done on the
Appalachian Trail in western Maine.
Our crews have reopened the Trail from about one mile southwest of Old Spec Mountain to
about five miles northeast of the South Arm road, near Lower Richardson Lake. The remaining
section from Old Spec to the New Hampshire line will be recleared as soon as possible. To
complete this strip it will be necessary to transport our crew around by way of Berlin, N. H. and
in from that side. Reclearing on the Trail to the northeast will be carried on by the C.C.C side
camp, mentioned in Mr. Bosworth’s letter.
Reopening the Appalachian Trail was our first project and we hope to complete it this week. I
have not been over the section between Old Spec and the New Hampshire line so do not know if
it is passable or not. You probably have received reports on this from other sources.
I shall be glad to notify you as soon as our work is completed and if there are other questions
which may come up in the future I should be pleased to hear from you.
{Copy Sawyer, Taylor, Sawtelle, Stubbs, Greene, Connors, Gordon Hunt, Attwood}
July 11, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Myshrall, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. Myshrall:
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I wrote you on June 3, 1939. We are now making our final arrangements and it will be necessary
that we know definitely at once what we propose to do in this connection. You will appreciate if
we are to include your Camps in our itinerary, it is necessary that we have a definite
understanding very soon, or we shall be obliged to make plans on another basis.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I wrote you on June 27th, enclosing check for the trail work with certain suggestions, and sent to
you some trail tools.
Reports of trail travelers are beginning to come in to us. I am hoping that you have found it
possible to get this work under way. 1 shall be most interested in hearing from you as to trail
conditions, particularly as to the bridge over Long Pond Stream. We very much appreciate your
help in this connection.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 11, 1939. E. F. Curtis, Freight Claim Agent, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, Bangor,
Maine, to Jewel Paint & Varnish Co.
Millinocket 15-32. 1 crtn. paint. Appalachian Trail Conference. Potter’s Antlers Camps
Gentlemen:
Your shipment of June 24th arrived at Millinocket, Maine, June 30th and consignee was
promptly notified of its arrival. The goods are still on hand.
July 11, 1939. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
The pruning shears are here they came about 2 weeks ago work on trail ½ day at Crawford $1.00
4 days work up the east branch way $8.00. Forty dollars should put that trail in pretty good shape
it is long ways to mow and one would have to carry enough stuff in so one could stay a night or
two at a time on the job.
The paint is at the station. I probably will get that tomorrow.
The wheel seems to be O.K.
P.S. Received your check for $10.00.
July 12, 1939. Myron Avery to Roy H. Flynt, St. Petersburg, Florida
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Dear Roy:
I am glad to hear from you again but sorry to learn that you have gone through such a prolonged
illness. I had hoped very much that we would see you at the Conference.
As to your inquiry about Walter Greene, Bayside is on Long Island. I am afraid from recent
information which I have that it is only a question of a very short time with him. He will be
greatly missed.
I am afraid that I did not make my meaning entirely clear. The person to whom the notice is
made out has to ask the Justice of the Peace to call the meeting. If, as you suggest, we ask Stubbs
to do it, it would mean having to circulate a new form and obtain the signatures of seven or eight
people. That is why I had thought that if we could get you to sign the letter to the Justice of the
Peace, it would simplify matters greatly and we could take matters up from there. Do you happen
to know the name of someone in Augusta who is a Justice of the Peace? If so, we could write the
letter, have it sent to you to transmit to the Justice of the Peace, and we could then handle the
matter. I hope you will be able to let us have this Information.
I hope you will keep us informed and that in a short time you will be completely restored to
health.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 12, 1939. Mrs. Lotta McGruder to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
There isn’t much I can tell you since my last letter to you.
Walter is in a very bad condition in spite of the operation but due to his strong constitution and
heart he lingers on.
His mind is clear and he still hopes for recovery and apparently does not suspect the nature of his
illness, which is remarkable to me.
He hasn’t cared to have any visitors, as he is always afraid they might come when he was in
great pain and could not see them if they did come all the way out here.
He is still at the Flushing Hospital and has two nurses in attendance. He will be there a week or
two longer and possibly more than that.
I am glad you have sent him the literature as it diverts his mind and he still has a deep interest in
anything pertaining to the Appalachian Trail. Just to hear from you occasionally and have the
comfort and assurance that he is not forgotten by the friends he values is all he asks.
It has been like a nightmare and seems as though it will go on forever and ever.
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I will gladly let you know from time to time how he is getting along—but of course it can only
be a question of time, and endurance.
July 14, 1939. A. E. Blank, Jewel Paint & Varnish Co., to Myron H. Avery
Dear Sir:
This will acknowledge receipt of your check for $17.46 in payment of six shipments made for
your account.
In connection with these shipments we received two letters enclosed from the Agent of the
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad Company notifying us that two shipments are on hand uncalled
for, one shipment was destined for Norcross, Maine and the other for Potter’s Antlers Camp,
Millinocket, Maine. We believe you will want to contact the parties who are to receive these
goods.
The freight charges on the shipment to Perhams Lake Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
were paid today by this office direct to the agent at destination. Will forward an invoice for this
together with the other charges when paid.
July 18, 1939. Harry Davis, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir –
I received the check all O.K. and got two good young woodsmen and was with them part of the
time.
We went over all the Little Wilson section back to Monson and took care of all the lumber works
so that trail is in good shape. I am also putting up a new sign for the Falls 1.65 miles up from the
foot bridge as the intersection of the blue line over to the falls is blind.
Then these two men went over the Barren Mt. section and down over the blue line to Dores
Camps and Dore went with them one day with cross cut saw and took out heavy blow-downs
over on Pleasant River. They were in the woods part of the time and I had them stop with Dore
while in that section and he helped them quite a lot.
The crossing at Sluegundy on Long Pond Stream is a real problem and I am at a loss to know just
what to do here. Any make-shift bridge that can be made quickly and cheap will go out as soon
as water gets high the right way to fix this would be to build a cable bridge down where the walls
were high and channel narrow- high above the water same as Little Wilson. However at present
and no doubt all through August the water is so low that one can cross anywhere on the rocks
which will have to be done for a while as it is too expensive to put in a passway there that will
stand more than a month or so and will go out each year.
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I will go over on the Blanchard end first chance I get and do a little cutting there this portion is in
pretty good shape right now and I feel with some of the small bushes cut out will be all right for
the season.
Little Wilson crossing is all 0. K.
{Copy Greene, Sawyer, Sawtelle}
July 19, 1939. Fred Clifford to Appalachian Trail Conference (Marion Park) [The usual
difficult hand-writing.]
Miss Park. Your letter received regarding freight on paint. I was surprised to get this that way.
But it was alright. We will fix up when you come along. The [?] bundles come through O.K. and
we have them for you when you come along. Hope you come with the rest.
{J. S. to write for this.}
July 19, 1939. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camp, to Appalachian Trail Conference [Handwritten]
Messrs: The paint is here. I got it from Greenville the other day about a gallon I should say one
dollar and ten cents freight charge which I paid. The markers are here they came by mail.
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
In Account With
CHARLES BERRY, YOKE POND CAMPS, KOKADJO, MAINE
To Trial work – West branch Pond and White Cap Mountain
Received payment

$25.00
___________________

July 22, 1939. Myron Avery to Arthur Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies
Dear Mr. Spring:
I have been away from Washington and been delayed in replying to your letter of July 11th. I am
returning herewith the corrected galley on the Katahdin article. I am somewhat at a loss as to
what to do with the third galley of the Katahdin article. I note from the manuscript that you
apparently struck out the references to the various camps but failed to put in any substitute
language so that the printer has left blanks. I understand from your previous comments why you
do not wish to refer to any camps specifically by name but in this case I am very much at a loss
to know how to put in any substitute language. I suggest that perhaps this could be an exception
to your rule in that this information is particularly pertinent to the Katahdin chapter and one can
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hardly give any information at all without specifically mentioning the camps. I have, therefore,
for convenience, typed in on the galley the notations on the original manuscript. As an
alternative, if you do not want to specifically mention the camps, all that I can suggest is to omit
the sixteen lines which commence with "On The Appalachian Trail at Daicey Pond and end with
the words, "is decidedly strenuous”. However, if this is done, I point out that you lose
considerable of the informative value on this question of accommodations. I have fixed up the
top of the galley at page 5 by making a generalized reference. I assume by oversight the printer
failed to include the additional copy of the galley with the proof for which we asked and which
you sent with the proofs of the other two articles. Please send me a copy of the proof which I
may keep.
In view of the situation with respect to those blanks, 1 would suggest that you let us see the
corrected galley. I assume that this can be forwarded within the next ten days, so that we can
review it before we go to Katahdin. The necessary transposition on galley 3 of the Katahdin
article will be noted.
The second paragraph of your letter is not entirely clear to me. I had assumed that you would not
wish the original manuscript which we did not return, to save postage. In view of the expression
of your letter, I assume that you wish the original manuscripts which I return herewith. I have
looked over the page proof of the article on Trail Travel in Maine. I have checked the sections
where we made corrections in the galley. These appear to be in order. Apparently by mistake, I
was sent the page proof on the canoeing article.
I note what you have to say in the third paragraph of your letter as to noting the route of The
Appalachian Trail. We have considerable data also on the Katahdin area. Apparently you
neglected to enclose the loose pages of these maps. If you will let me have them, we can then
deal further with this matter. We shall be very glad to grant you permission to make a plate from
our drawings. You will, of course, have the source appear and permit us to make use of the plate
in connection with any of our guidebook printings.
In order that we may be clear as to just what our maps are, I suggest you let me know if you do
not have a copy of the 1938 third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. If you do
not have these, I can than forward to you a supply of the separate maps in this connection.
July 23, 1939. Kenneth E. Jones, Camp Foreman, Camp DA-9, Andover, Maine, to Myron
Avery [On Nantahala National Forest letterhead!]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Work was started the middle of this week from the Success pond road toward the Appalachian
Trail between Spec Mt. and Goose Eye. The crew is small as they are carried to and from work
in a station wagon. They have not as yet worked on the trail in this sector but will continue next
week. It is estimated that it will be at least a week before the work is completed. As Saturday is a
four hour day we work on a project near camp on that day.
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Mr. John Hutton of Whitefield, New Hampshire has kept in close touch with me and has
furnished me additional guide books.
The copies of the "Appalachian Trailway News" which you sent are very interesting. I have
cruised in the Katahdin Lake country and recognized the picture on the cover of the January
issue as being taken near Cobb's Camps. Some of the forestry students in camp have looked over
the guide books and News with much interest.
At the end of the week I will send you a report on the progress being made.
{Copy Greene, Taylor, Attwood, Sawtelle, Stubbs, Sawyer}
July 24, 1939. Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps, to Marion Park. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Park—
The markers and the shipment of paint are already at the Antlers Camps—packages arrived in
good condition.
July 24, 1939. Oliver Cobb, Proprietor, Katahdin Lake Camps, to Jean Stephenson. [Handwritten]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
Referring to Mr. Avery’s letter of June 23rd to me, for which I assume you have a copy, also my
letter to him of June 27th, of which I sent you a copy.
Not hearing from you I do not know how much space to hold open—I can hold twelve separate
beds—and perhaps a few more, but I would like to know what you require as soon as possible.
I saw a man at Avalanche Bk. (“Pops” Warner) who plans to be here with the group. He informs
me there will be twelve or fifteen who will wish to stay at my camps. Then he mentioned some
more that would bring their own tents and bedding. Do you know anything in reference to them?
Whether they expect meals and the use of my other camp facilities or what are their plans?
July 25, 1939. Myron Avery to LeRoy Dudley, Chimney Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Roy:
I have just heard from Charlie Warner after his trip to Chimney Pond on his visit to the Katahdin
region, making arrangements for the Trail Conference.
Everything is going along very well in this connection and we are looking forward to a large
attendance and a very pleasant time. Charlie tells me that you have very much in mind the
arrangement which you discussed and that you would hold vacant for the Trail Conference the
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tents and lean-tos nearest to your cabin and, if necessary, vacate the cabin. I understood that you
think that the new cabin will not be ready for use this year.
We plan to make our trip over the mountain on Tuesday, August 22nd. At the present time we
have sixty reservations for the Chimney Pond trip. We are instructing these people to bring their
own sleeping equipment, but know of course that you have some extra blankets available if they
are required in an emergency.
Under the circumstances we thought that the best arrangement would be for us to purchase the
food required by the Conference parties and have it packed in. Mr. Warner will attend to the
buying and the arrangements for getting it packed into Chimney Pond. When it arrives, put it
away in some safe place and stand guard over it with several shotguns, for I don’t want my cache
cleaned out again as happened to me in 1929.
We are expecting, of course, that you and Mrs. Collins will use this food to provide the meals for
the Trail Conference crowd. They will be there on the night of August 22nd, will need dinner
that night and breakfast the next morning. We are arranging to bring from York’s lunch for the
second day in order to reduce the amount of food which we shall have to pack in.
The tendency will probably be for the number of people to increase and if the number gets too
great, it may be advisable to separate the crowd into two parties and let half come over one day
and half the next day. This, however, is something that we can take up later. I presume that the
telephone line is still working, so that we can call you from York’s Camps.
We will write you again to let you know of any changes in the number of people making
reservations, but you will see that the sixty people will come pretty close to taking everything
that you have.
I am counting personally on your making sure that there will be space for this number. You can
appreciate that if this crowd should come and find the lean-tos occupied, it would place me in a
very difficult position and subject to much criticism for having failed to provide proper and
sufficient accommodations at Chimney Pond. I am, therefore, counting on you to make sure that
I run into no trouble in this connection.
There are a couple of matters that I would like to ask you about. Did you receive the paint that I
sent in last fall and were the number 1, 2, and 3 mile markers between Roaring Brook and your
Camp repainted as well as the numbers going up the Saddle Trail?
For your information [? Avery was very fond of strike-overs in his typing and the results are
often illegible, especially on carbon copies.] in replying, I am enclosing some addressed,
stamped envelopes.
Will you let me know whether you have our new map and the 1938 Guidebook which we sent to
you on display in the cabin. We want to have them on exhibit.
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We will probably arrange to have the sleeping bags or other sleeping equipment sent around by
truck and packed in to Chimney Pond.
Copy to Warner, Childs, Heard
July 25, 1939. Myron Avery to Charles Warner
Dear Charlie:
I have just returned from New Orleans and after two weeks of 100 degree steam bath
temperature, even Washington seems cool. I have been looking forward to your letter of July
14th. It is a great convenience to us to have the additional carbons.
I have gone over your letter with Miss Park and Miss Stephenson and have sent a copy to Mr.
Heard. Your letter is very reassuring. It is particularly satisfying to know that you found the
York’s understanding and cooperative. Their attitude, I think, means a good deal toward the
success which we hope for this venture. After all, the understanding is as essential as the
cooperation. We are looking forward to Hank’s report. I have [hope?] very much he can have it
here before July 27th, as we are having our final meeting of the Washington people on that date
and the information which he will have will be most helpful.
Dealing briefly, in anticipation of Hank’s report, with your letter of the 14th:
I have been concerned with the meeting place for the Conference sessions and particularly the
matter of seats. If it is necessary to take chairs from the dining room or some similar arrangement,
it will add to the difficulties. How is this to be met? As far as I can see, a canvas structure should
do very well for a meeting place and for showing slides and movies and for the night sessions.
After all, you know we are guided by your recommendations and if there is any doubt in your
mind as to the adequacy of this structure, please let us know.
Miss Stephenson has noted your comment with respect to the reservations for Hank and myself.
There is perhaps one matter which I think we might mention now and determine what would be
the best procedure, Osborne Heard has a number of assignments in connection with the
Conference. We had, as I think you will recall, designated for him this matter of the supervision
of the campground. You know the problems that arise from unrestrained and unregulated use of a
campground; noise, late hours and early rising produce in a few days a very worn out and
dissatisfied set of campers. Some routine and supervision is absolutely essential. While we had
originally counted on Heard’s carrying this burden, in view of the fact that Hank has gone into
this preliminary work, do you think there would be any advantage in having him designated as
“King of the Campground”, or continue the present expectation of assisting Heard with his
advice, knowledge, etc., and leaving the responsibility with Osborne? We want you and Hank to
say freely what you prefer in the matter, as I know that Heard is only anxious to do the thing
which would be of the most use to the Conference. Hank I know won’t hesitate to crack down on
the roisterers or the 3:30 A.M. risers and in addition, in his diplomatic, subtle approach, the
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recipients may not be aware that they are being cracked down upon but the results will be
manifest.
I am most interested in what you have to say about the situation at Chimney Pond. The
appointment of the State Park Ranger is a new development. Would you tell me how he fits into
the O’Connell situation? I note that he is apparently at Katahdin Stream.
Food at Chimney Pond. On the basis of the information you have given us and the number of
people going into Chimney Pond, we have concluded that the advisable thing is to purchase the
food that we require and arrange with Grant or Boulier to pack in this food. I judge that, since
you know the situation at Chimney Pond and Dudley’s open-handed attitude, you too feel that
this would be the safer procedure. Accordingly, to make this effective, we are doing as follows:
1. Writing Dudley as per the enclosed copy of letter to him. We expect him to do the cooking but
will furnish the food.
2. Food. We will work up a food list based upon the number of people that are going to Chimney
Pond. (There is something of a problem here in that a number of people announce that they are
coming and more or less going to look after themselves. They have failed to make specific
reservation for transportation or provisions at Chimney Pond and as we see it, they will simply
have to look out for themselves, which is the basis on which their reservations have been sent
in.) After we have the list prepared, this is something that we are going to have to ask you to
specifically handle. This means (a) purchasing the listed food at Millinocket; (b) arranging for its
transportation from Millinocket to Chimney Pond. If this does not seem the best way to handle
this problem, please let us know at once.
You will see that we are leaving to you to decide whether to use Boulier or Grant. It might be
simpler to use Boulier, since he could take the stuff all the way in from Millinocket. Incidentally,
I wonder if he is any relation to Harold Boulier, son-in-law to Madison Tracey, who took
Schairer and me over the Trail in 1929.
Since we have announced that people will not have to carry their sleeping bags, it will be
necessary to take this into consideration in making the arrangements for packing. Presumably
these will have to be sent around by car from York’s on August 22nd, or perhaps a better plan
would be the day before.
With respect to the tannic acid powder which the list mentions is to be purchased by you, we
have purchased it here and had it sent to you at York’s Camps, thinking it might not be readily
available there. We have also purchased a supply of ribbon for the making of arm bands and will
bring them with us when we come. You, therefore, will not need to take care of these two items.
Copy to Childs, Heard, Stephenson
July 25, 1939. Arthur Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Thanks for your letter of the 22nd.
I am having the corrections made in the proof as noted and I will send it to you within a day or
two. As I told you the linotype shop is all gummed up with the Maine Register, but this should
be clear within another day or two.
I sent you the page proofs on the Canoeing thinking that you might like to keep them for your
file; likewise the two corrected proofs on the Appalachian Trail and Trail Travel. In case you
want these, let me know and I will send you a supply.
We have not yet seen the prints of the maps Prentiss & Carlisle are making. In a recent letter they
said they would send on the blue prints for our inspection, and I will be glad to let you see them
when they are completed.
I thought I had a copy of the 1938 3rd edition of the Appalachian Trail in Maine. As I am not
familiar with these maps perhaps if you would check one or two of them that you think are best
suited for our use, it would be appreciated.
July 25, 1939. Myron Avery to Mrs. D. F. O’Connell, Katahdin Stream Campsite,
Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mrs. 0’Connell:
Mr. Warner has just returned from the Katahdin region in connection with matters relating to the
coming Appalachian Trail Conference and has written to us that you have sold a Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. I do not quite remember what the situation was, but as I recall it,
this Guide was one that you were going to keep on display and advise people where they could
be obtained. In order to save the time which might be occasioned by writing back and forth, we
have mailed you four guidebooks. If the one which you sold was the one which we gave you to
exhibit, one of these can be used to replace that book. The other three can be sold. In remitting
for these books, for your trouble in handling them, it will be satisfactory to us if you deduct 30
cents, which is the usual commission which we allow to book sellers in this connection.
We much prefer to sell these books from our Washington office and I have sent you some of our
price lists on which they are listed, but there may be occasions where people will want to buy
them at the campground and perhaps it would be a good thing to have some available there.
We have sent you half a dozen of the Katahdin to East Branch maps. These sell for 25 cents each,
of which 20 cents can be remitted to us.
For your convenience in replying, I enclose a stamped addressed envelope.
In the event that you require any more guidebooks or maps, just send a post card to the Trail
Conference and we will have the matter taken care of.
We shall expect to see you in August when the Trail Conference has its meeting at Katahdin.
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Copy to Mr. Warner Mr. Childs Mr. Heard
July 25, 1939. Myron Avery to Mrs. Agnes Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland,
Maine
Dear Mrs. Dresser:
As you have perhaps noticed from various newspaper accounts, the Appalachian Trail
Conference is meeting this year at Katahdin. After a week’s session in that region, we are
planning a series of trips down The Appalachian Trail.
The Conference fiscal year ends July 1, 1939, and at the present time we are engaged in
adjusting our accounts. We still have a small balance to pay on the Maine Guidebook bill and it
occurred to me that it might be convenient for the Maine Publicity Bureau to remit at this time
for the Guides which may have been sold out of the consignment sent to you. If you can do this,
it will be of convenient [sic] to us in reducing our outstanding obligations.
If there is anything which you require in the way of literature or other material in connection
with The Appalachian Trail, I understand you will advise us.
July 26, 1939. Myron Avery to Kenneth E. Jones, Camp Foreman, Camp DA-9, Andover,
Maine
Dear Mr. Jones:
I have been away from Washington and delayed in replying to your letter of July 11, 1939. We
are very pleased to know that the Camp has been able to re-open the Trail from about Grafton
Notch to five miles northeast of the Andover-South Arm Road. I take it that the latter point is
somewhere near the Elephant Mountain Lean-to in the saddle between Old Blue and Elephant
Mountains.
I have received reports that the Mahoosuc Range suffered rather heavily from hurricane damage
and note that you plan to clear from Old Speck to the New Hampshire line as soon as possible. I
appreciate the difficulties in this section which is pretty rugged and difficult of access. The
reports which I have received indicate that there is extensive damage in this area.
I shall appreciate very much your bearing in mind, as you have suggested, to notify me when
your work is completed. This, I take it, relates to the twelve miles between Old Speck and the
Maine-New Hampshire line. We certainly are very appreciative of the dispatch with which this
project was undertaken and the priority afforded to reclearing The Appalachian Trail by your
Camp.
Incidentally, your letter was on the Nantahala Forest Service stationery, which brought back to
mind some very pleasant trips between the Nantahala River and the Georgia line. This is
certainly magnificent terrain.
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July 26, 1939. Myron Avery to George Murphy, Superintendent, Jefferson Camp, North
Whitefield, Maine
Dear Mr. Murphy:
We are receiving at the Appalachian Trail Conference office numerous inquiries at to the
progress made in the hurricane reduction work on The Appalachian Trail in western Maine. I am
familiar, of course, with the division of territory between the Andover side camp and the
Cupsuptic Camp, and I am enclosing copy of a letter received from the foreman of the Andover
Camp which may be of interest to you in this connection.
In keeping with Mr. Conners' suggestion that we could make inquiry directly from you as to the
progress of the hurricane reduction work along The Appalachian Trail, I am writing to ask if you
will kindly advise us from time to time as this work is completed. I Judge from Mr. Jones’ letter
that the western limit of the work to be undertaken by your Camp is the saddle between Old Blue
and Elephant Mountains.
I assume that you have, or at least your side camp foreman has a copy of Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine which may be of assistance to him in connection with these matters.
It will be of considerable assistance to us if we can learn from you from time to time of the
progress made in this work. We are particularly interested in having available a report for the
forthcoming Appalachian Trail Conference at Katahdin on August 18th.
We have received reports that indicate there is considerable hurricane damage work on Little
Bigelow and toward the Kennebec River. I hope very much that your Camp will find it possible
to cover this terrain so that there will not be a gap left in this section.
July 26, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Myshrall, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine
My dear Mr. Myshrall:
I have received your note of July 15th written on my letter of July 11th.
You will note that you have not yet given us any statement as to what charge you propose to
make on the boat trip in addition to your regular rate of $3.50, which would make our stay at
your Camps higher than elsewhere. I am sure that you will realize that we needed to have this
information and in view of the fact that you have not been disposed to help us in the Trail work,
for which we have offered to pay, I do not see that you can have much cause for complaint if we
are obliged by reason of these circumstances to arrange our itinerary without calling at the White
House Camps.
I am very sorry that you have permitted this situation to develop. I have appreciated your
circumstances and I have personally tried to help you get under way. For some reason which I
find difficult to understand, you have not seemed anxious to cooperate or build up good will on
the part of your patronage.
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July 26, 1939. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Maine Forest Service
Dear Stubbs:
Many thanks for your letter of July 10, which I found on my return after some two weeks of 100
degree temperature at New Orleans. I am enclosing letters from Camp Foreman Jones and from
Mr. Conners under dates of July 11 and 10, together with copies of my replies. All of this is
probably well known to you.
I am a little out of touch with the situation in the State and in trying to guess the possibilities as
to our Conference trips. I am writing to ask if you would let me know what the season has been.
Is there any prospect of a drought and what has been the fire record? When I was in Augusta in
the spring, the season was a month late, you will remember.
With reference to the fourth paragraph of your letter of July 10th, I think it particularly important
that the Commissioner and Mr. Tingley not feel that the Trail Conference has any connection
with the camping situation. It is sometimes difficult to keep distinct the relationships, since so
many of these clubs and organizations entirely separate and distinct have the word
"Appalachian" in them.
I certainly shall be glad to know when that work is done on Moxie Bald Mountain. This section
of grass and briers is the worst on the entire Trail. It is really a major job and requires a pretty
energetic watchman.
There are one or two matters as to which I wish you would advise me:
1. What, if anything, has the new Katahdin regime done in the way of administering the area? I
hear that there is a man by the name of Holmes who is the Ranger at Katahdin Stream.
2. Do you have in mind to let me have the latest copy of the Forest Service publication which
lists the public campsites, so that I can check it against the existing lean-tos?
3. If, as the pen note on your letter of July 11th indicates, the new trail will not follow The
Appalachian Trail all the way on Moxie Bald Mountain, perhaps we should change our paint and
Trail markers so as to utilize the route which the watchman will be using and thus receive
maintenance.
I hope you will write that the final results will be a "very open and passable trail” but this is
certainly the worst piece of hayfield and brier patch at the present moment.
We wrote again to Mr. Seavey about this matter of the representation of the Department, copy of
which I trust you received. I am very much disturbed over the possibility of your not being in
attendance.
One final inquiry. In order to carry on the work of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
incorporation, will you kindly give me the name of some Justice of the Peace at Augusta to
whom the notice could be directed?
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I am awaiting with much interest some comment as to how well the Andover deficiency camp
has done its trail work, or rather, the type of work which they have done. If you have occasion to
see any, please pass on to me your observations in that connection.
July 26, 1939. Edward W. Connors, Admin. Asst., CCC, Maine Forest Service
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to our correspondence regarding proposed Appalachian Trail work by our
side camp at Cupsuptic, Rangeley.
Foreman Winslow of that camp is now clearing out the Appalachian Trail and expects to
complete the work in about ten days.
{Copy: Greene, Sawyer, Sawtelle, Attwood, Stubbs, Hunt}
July 26, 1939. Myron Avery to Jewel Paint and Varnish Company. Attention—Mr. A. E.
Blank
Gentlemen:
I have your letter of July 14, acknowledging receipt of our check in the amount of $17.46 in
payment of six shipments made for our account. Referring to your enclosures, we are advised
that the consignment to Potter’s Antlers Camps, which was covered in the letter to you of July 11,
1939, has been received at these camps. We have not been advised as to whether the shipment
sent to McDougall's Camps was received. We have been informed that the freight was collected
at destination from the shipment sent to Mr. Berry at Yoke Ponds in the amount of $1.10. The
same situation existed in connection with the shipment to Rainbow Lake Camps. Apparently the
freight charges were waived on the shipment to Potter’s Camps.
We have not been advised as to the situation in the other two accounts. I have called this
situation to your attention in connection with the charges which you may bill against us. We
shall expect to hear from you as to these freight charges when all the shipments have arrived.
July 26, 1939. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Dear Fred:
I have been in New Orleans for the last two weeks. The temperature around there stood around
100 steadily and it certainly made me wish many times that I was back in the cool waters of
Rainbow Lake. I would even have been willing to have dumped another pot of paint in my pack.
I have read your letter of the 11th about the trail with great interest. I bet it is a dandy job and I
am looking forward to seeing it. I think most of the crowd will come by the blue-blazed route but
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I am coming the other way to see how things look. That Lively Lad weeder is certainly a great
tool for mowing grass and weeds. It needs to be kept sharp.
I am interested in what you say about continuing to care for the trail and I think we can work out
some arrangement on that basis. The grass and weeds certainly make it unpleasant when it is wet.
Then, too, I think it adds more to the reputation of your Camps than you realize to have your
trails mowed out so that when people come out in the morning, they can walk around without
getting wet. I have heard most favorable comments of camp proprietors who kept their trails in
fine shape. I mean this without reference to The Appalachian Trail.
We will see you mighty soon.
July 26, 1939. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Dear Mr. Berry:
Your letter of July 19th about the paint has been received. We are enclosing the $1.10 for the
freight charge which you paid. I note that the markers have arrived. I have been away from
Washington and delayed in replying to your letter of July 11th. Since you have received the
check for $10 and the paint and trail work to date come to $10.10, there is apparently due you 10
cents. {enclosed}
I appreciate all of the work that is required around West Branch Ponds but this year our funds are
so low that we cannot expend what would be required to put the section in good shape. $25.00 is
as far as we can possibly go and I am afraid that we will have to ask if you will have as much as
can be done in that section to open it up and put in fair condition. Perhaps next year we can get it
back in first-class shape. As the hiking season is pretty well along, I hope that you will find it
convenient to have this work done as soon as possible. I am sending you at this time our check
for $25, because we know very well that you will do all that you can for us and more too.
Miss Stephenson will be writing you in a few days as to the trip. At the present time we have
thirty-eight people coming over the trail in three sections.
{The tire on that wheel will need to be pumped up before we use it. If your camp hasn’t a pump
will you have Lije take it with him into Greenville a few days before we arrive. When he is going
in to Greenville. Thank you.}
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
In Account With
CHARLES BERRY, YOKE POND CAMPS, KOKADJO, MAINE
To Trail Work, Crawford Pond
East Branch P.
Paying express on paint

-

½ day
4 days

$1.00
8.00
1.00
$10.10
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Received Payment

________________________

July 26, 1939. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I have your letter of July 13, 1939, which I have read with very much interest. We are very
appreciative of what you have done to put this section of the Trail in good condition again. From
your letter, I Judge that all of the down logs have been taken out and I hope that the small bushes,
alders and growth have been pretty well cleared out. We used to have a sign where the Trail went
off to Little Wilson Falls but apparently someone has taken that down. I am glad to know that the
crossing over Little Wilson Stream is O.K. now.
The crossing of Long Pond Stream at Slugundy is, as you say, a problem. I did not know how
long our first bridge lasted, but it is my impression that it stayed in for quite a few years. I think
that Walter Greene only paid about $5.00 to get the work done. Perhaps another year we might
try putting it back, even though we know that it may not last long.
We should be coming through Monson around Labor Day and I hope that we may see you
somewhere along the Trail.
Let me know when you go through the Blanchard end. I do not believe that there is much more
than some small cutting of bushes to do in this section.
July 26, 1939. Myron Avery to Edward W. Connors, Assistant Forester, Maine Forest
Service, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Conners:
I have been away from Washington for the past two weeks and delayed in acknowledging your
letter of July 10, 1939.
You probably are aware of the progress of the work made by the Forest Service Camp, but I
thought it might be of interest to send you a copy of the letter sent to me by Mr. Jones under date
of July 11, 1939.
As you have suggested, I am writing directly to Mr. Murphy. We are much concerned over the
situation at the eastern end of Little Bigelow where there is apparently very extensive hurricane
damage.
As you perhaps have noted from my correspondence with Mr. Billings, there was some of the
work by previous CCC Camps in connection with lean-tos left uncompleted. Particularly, it
seemed desirable that there should be constructed some sort of rough latrine for each lean-to. By
reason of the haste, this had been overlooked previously. You have perhaps also noted that, with
the exception of the gap of some seven or eight structures between Nahmakanta Lake and the
Kennebec River, there has been completed along The Appalachian Trail in Maine a continuous
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chain of lean-tos. We have appreciated this year the situation with respect to the side camps
required for hurricane reduction work, but if this work is out of the way next year, we want to
place before you for consideration the construction of these additional lean-tos by a side camp,
together with the necessary improvements required on the structures previously worked on.
Mr. Fechner’ s attendance at the Conference may afford an opportunity to discuss this matter, but
under the circumstances, I wanted to advise you of our contemplated request in this connection,
so that It might receive due consideration from you.
There is a possibility that I may be in Maine prior to the Conference. In any event, I hope that we
shall have the pleasure of seeing you at that meeting.
July 27, 1939. Myron Avery to Arthur T. Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies
Dear Mr. Spring:
I have your latter of July 25th.
You probably had forgotten that you previously sent me a copy of the Canoeing article to which
I replied expressing my interest and commendation of the article.
As to the maps, I am sending you a copy of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE (third edition). You will note that the route of the Trail appears on the highway map.
Our Katahdin and Katahdin to East Branch Maps contain information relative to the Katahdin
area. We have been in close touch with Messrs. Prentiss and Carlisle and they have our maps. I
suggest that you tell them that you wish the Appalachian Trail route added to their maps. You
might advise them that we have abandoned the northern part of the oval (the Dead River Route)
and that there is only one through route across Maine. Then, if the A.T. appears on the blueprints
as they forward them to you, we can make our suggestions to a better advantage.
My principal thought is to show that the Appalachian Trail route on your maps.
I may be in Portland August 5th. Do you expect to be there then? We could perhaps discuss this
map matter to better advantage particularly if the blueprints were at hand. I will leave here the
night of August 1.
July 28, 1939. Myron Avery to Walter Greene, Flushing Hospital, Long Island, New York
Dear Walter:
Mrs. Magruder was kind enough to write and tell me that your present address is at the Flushing
Hospital. She intimated that you had undergone some sort of an operation. I hope that this turned
out successfully and that you are well on the way to recovery. I look forward to your letters and I
repeat to your numerous friends here what you tell me--in fact, I wish you were a more frequent
correspondent, for I have so many inquiries about you that I would like to seem to have a little
more recent and up-to-date information to pass on.
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I would have written you about two weeks ago but just as I got ready to do so, I was suddenly
sent to New Orleans. I thought 1 would wait until I returned rather than inflict my handwriting
on you. It was certainly hot down there, about 100 degrees each day, and it made things seem
very cool here.
I found a tremendous mass of work on my return and we are working this weekend on details for
the conference. Things seem to be going very well. Mr. Warner has made a preliminary trip to
check up on the arrangements and reports that the Yorks are very cooperative and carrying out
the preliminary arrangements much to his satisfaction. We will have, I think, over a hundred
people there, including Mr. Fechner. The Governor has written that he will be there if his
engagements permit. If not, he will be represented by Mr. Greaton of the Maine Development
Commission. I think that Greaton’s attendance will be helpful.
You have probably noticed from the correspondence that I sent to you that we have a Trail
exhibit at the State of Maine Building at the World's Fair.
There is not very much that I can tell you about the Trail conditions between Katahdin and the
Piscataquis, for I have sent to you all the correspondence in that regard. Due to the hurricane
damage, we were not able to get a CCC side camp this year. Fortunately, with the Trail
Conference and the trips over the Trail, there was some money available and we have hired in a
number of instances some Trail clearing. Clifford's letter which I am sending you is very
interesting to me. He may be a close bargainer but I really think he will carry out his end.
The worst sections seem to be around Boudreau’s Camps. Charles Berry is very helpful but it
will take quite a bit or money to carry things out down there. On the whole, I think that things are
in good shape. You will note Harry Davis’ letter about Little Wilson, which takes care of the
problems there. Perham, who has taken over York's Camps, apparently does Trail work on his
own. This matter of the bridge over Slugundy will have to lay over for another year.
The Trail maintenance in western Maine is pretty well cared for. As I see it, in eastern Maine we
will have to plan to raise about $100 each year, which we will have to expend among the Camp
proprietors. Of course, I suppose they really should do this work on their own, by reason of the
benefit which they get out of it, but that is really too much to hope for. What I am going to try to
do is to see if we can get a group of about a dozen to agree to pledge about $10.00 each year for
a fund which I can spend on Trail maintenance in this section. We will take this matter up at the
Conference. We will get far on even $50.00 a year. I plan to do a lot of Trail painting myself.
The Maine Guide is selling out very well indeed. What the Maine trail really needs is some sort
of endowment. If we had a bequest of $1,000 or $2,000 somewhere, the interest would go quite a
long ways. I think what I will try to do is to set out to earn this amount and then make the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club my heir. Maybe we can find some good citizen who will leave us a
bequest.
My family, who experienced a good deal of ill health during the past year, have been in
Wyoming since July 1st. This has been a rather rough year in a good many ways but I feel in
much better shape than I have for quite a long time.
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When you get this letter, let me hear from you. If you have any message to the Conference, send
it to me and I will be sure to deliver it.
Will you please sign and send out the enclosed letter?
As always, with best regards,
Sincerely yours.
Myron H, Avery
July 28, 1939. The Washington Planograph Company to Appalachian Trail Conference
Invoice No. 2207
500 copies each of 20-page booklet 4 ½ x 6 ½ on 61# Vellum Fraopaque 40.00
SUPPLEMENT TO GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PUBLICATION NO. 4 (Third Edition)
July 28, 1939. Myron Avery to J. C. Mahar, Trout Brook Farm, via Patten, Maine
Dear Charlie:
Frank and I have been much grieved that we seem to have lost touch with you. I wrote you
several letters, in particular trying to get you to come down to the meeting at Yorks in August. I
am wondering if you got them. Don’t drop us from your correspondence list. We want to keep in
touch with you.
A little while ago, while going down to Lubec I ran into a young lawyer from Calais who is now
in Boston. He told me that he knew you and that you and John had come to a parting of the ways
and that you were at Trout Brook cooking there.
I am not going to get up north of Katahdin this year. This letter will introduce you to Osborne 0.
Heard, a good friend of Baltimore. He is going to go to Traveler. Tell him about the country and
take time to tell Heard what you have been doing, so he will bring a message back to us.
Frank is in Utah this summer working for the laboratory.
I hope to see you soon again.
July 29, 1939. Earle W. York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Marion Park [Hand written]
Dear Miss Park:
Paint and markers consigned to my camp arrived O.K. and were released upon payment of
freight charges.
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P.S. Literature here also.
July 29, 1939. Arthur Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 27th, and I am writing Prentiss & Carlisle to see if it would be possible
to get the blue prints to show you when you are in Portland.
I shall be here on the 5th, and will be looking forward to seeing you.
July 29, 1939. Jean Stephenson to Mrs. York, Twin Pine Camps
Dear Mrs. York:
As I know Mr. Avery has been writing you and as Mr. Warner has been to see you I did not think
it was necessary to write again until now and even now I just want to say that our plans are
coming along quite well and I think we will have a very successful Conference. We are planning
on using all the cabin space along the lines that you outlined in your letters last winter. I will
write you the middle of next week telling you definitely just when to expect the different groups
and just what transportation will be required to bring them from Millinocket. However, I can tell
you now that Mr. Avery expects to come in the morning of Thursday, August 17. At the same
time there will be probably four girls and one other man, and Thursday afternoon there will be
five men and three women and possibly more. These you see are prior to the official opening of
the Conference. And so I thought I had better let you know as soon as possible so there would be
no difficulty with respect to space for them,
I am assuming in fact that all of the cabin space will be available Thursday night so that these
people can be put in the spaces which they will later on occupy. Also, upon my arrival Thursday
I expect to label all of the spaces so everyone will know just where he is to stay. When I write
you next week I will tell you which cabins have been set aside for the men and which for the
women. We find the majority of people are coming up by car but we will probably ask you to
arrange to meet both the evening train on Thursday, the l7th, and the morning and evening trains
on Friday, the 18th. I will tell you next week how many can be expected each time so you can
make plans.
I am certainly looking forward to seeing you again and I know we will have a splendid meeting.
July 29, 1939. Harry E. Hasey, Hasey’s Maine Stages, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:In reply to your letter of the 24th. inst. will say that we will have a special bus meet your parties
at Monson and Blanchard on Sept. 4th. and 5th.
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The price for each trip will be $20.00. The regular fare from Monson to Bangor is $1.70, one
way fare, and we do not go in to Blanchard. The bus will accommodate sixteen passengers in
regular seats, or 20 passengers by using the aisle chairs.
The running time from Blanchard to Bangor would be about two hours, but I think we should
start from there about 1:30, Eastern Standard Time, which would give 2 3/4 hours. However, we
can be there whenever you went us.
Please let us know as soon as convenient if you will want the bus to meet your parties on the
above-mentioned dates.
July 31, 1939. The Washington Planograph Company to Appalachian Trail Conference
Monthly Statement
June 30
July 28
July 27

Balance
Invoice 2207
Credit by check Payment on Guide Books
Balance

Balance on Maps
Balance on Books

40.00

75.00
10.00

105.00

75.00
30.00
105.00

July 31, 1939. Childs’ memorandum, copied to Avery, Warner, York
PRELIMINARIES FOR A T CONFERENCE
I

TRANSPORTATION ON OR BEFORE ARRIVAL

A

GUESTS

Mr. Warner gets three girls at Millinocket (Park, Stephenson, and Lenderking). He expects to
meet them at Great Northern Hotel on morning of Aug. 17. They hunt him up there.
Mr. York wants one week’s notice of the number to be transported to camp by him. Give
separate lists for each day’s arrivals classified under Millinocket or Greenville.
Arrive Millinocket 5:40 a.m. standard time. Allow 1 ¾ hrs. for drive of 31.5 mile measured from
underpass on Millinocket Tote Road near the railroad station.
Arrive Greenville at 9:40 standard. Allow 3 ½ hrs. for drive of about 77 miles from Greenville.
B

PROPERTY OF GUESTS

Mr. York can transport duffle. The earlier it arrives, the better. He expects to go into town daily.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

179

C

FOOD

Mr. York recommends that Mr. Heard's campers arrange to have food ordered in advance from
the Sanders Store in Greenville. He says that Sanders is reliable in figuring quantities if given the
menus and number of campers. This is probably Mr. Heard’s responsibility.
I suggest that the cook, (Gene MacLane of the York staff), look over the menus prepared by Mrs.
York for the cabineers and try to match them as well as he can in view of the different facilities
for cooking. Miss Stephenson may care to check both sets of menus.
Mrs. York recommends that both the camp-on-their-owners and the campeasiers avoid baking
bread and pastry. Fresh bread, milk, fruits, vegetables, and meats can be obtained daily through
Mr. York's car. A committee member could be clearing house on all details of orders, deliveries,
and collections. I could do so, if desired. Campers must keep out of kitchen. Don't bum the food,
salt, pickles, or can opener that were forgotten from the York staff. They are busy. Consult HEC
or try Mrs. O'Connell at Katahdin Stream Camp at foot of Hunt Trail. She has a fair assortment
of essentials in small quantities at reasonable prices.
D

EQUIPMENT

Utensils needed for Mr. Heard's campers can probably be borrowed from the store room of the
Great Northern Paper Co. in Mlllinocket. MacLeane can select and obtain the dishes for cooking
and dining utensils for his group. He will also obtain a few additional large pails and a big coffee
pot for Mr. Warner’s campers. A large covered dish for beanhole use may be desirable as a good
old New England custom, brought forward from a barbarous past. One beanhole, only.
Probably MacLean [Yes, Childs did spell this name 3 different ways in his memo!] will use a
stove and an additional open fire for heating quantities of water.
Who buys the containers for the foot baths of tannic acid?
Mr. York will provide receptacles for tin cans and others for garbage at three locations;
MacLean's kitchen, men's group of campers, and women's group of campers.
Mr. Warner and volunteers will provide some hot water in early morning for campers (both his
and Mr. Heard’s group). We do not want to disturb MacLean nor Mrs. York’s kitchen for water
or equipment for campers.
Mr. York will provide wash basins to satisfy cabineers at rate of 1/2 basin per face.
Perhaps Mr. York will also provide (or borrow from Great northern) a dozen more wash basins
for the campers.
Mr. York will deliver one pail of hot water to each cabin at the rising bell.
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Mrs. York has enough dishes to feed 42 at a time. She will feed 42 in first shift, wash dishes, and
take balance in second shift.
Mr. York will provide containers for incoming and outgoing mail. I suggest a box 5” x 8” with
partitions marked alphabetically and some colored cards to call attention to packages and papers.
E

DRIVING DIRECTIONS

Socony map shows the A T. HEC will prepare a modified map of New England suggesting for
those who drive some points of special interest for mountaineers, the location of better class
cabins along Route 2 eastward from Washington and northward from Bangor, the location of
some good places to eat, and some nature notes on the route from Millinocket to camp. Use horn
and brakes.
II

TRANSPORTATION DURING CONFERENCE AND ON TRAIL TRIPS

A
Use private cars very little because of one way roads, rough going, and probably
disturbance of others.
B

Use foresight to avoid extra errands.

III

PROCEDURE ON ARRIVAL AT YORK’S

Mr. York will block his road below the corduroy bridge by the spring.
A
Park in field in proper alignment turning right in the field. Temporarily, leave everything
in the car.
B

REGISTER

I suggest that registration be in the big tent alongside the field. Everyone receives miscellaneous
materials. Everyone will be assigned a definite place to sleep.
1- Cabineers supervised by Miss Park.
2- Campeasiers supervised by Mr. Heard. This group camps out but has community meals
prepared by MacLean.
3- Camp on their owners supervised by Mr. Warner. This group camps and cooks independently.
These campers provide their own food on trips (except the long trail trip of the P A T C).
Spaces in cabins have been assigned by Miss Park or Miss Stephenson. Spaces for tents will be
assigned by Miss Stephenson (in advance) or HEC (on the grounds) in accordance with lay-out
made by HEC. Camping is limited to spaces designated because of fire hazard and mutual
obligations in an abnormal situation.
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Cabineers will be assigned to first or second shift at meals and to definite seats which must be
retained until assignments are reversed on Tuesday. Seat assignments are made to speed up
service, to allow for selections of food a meal in advance, and to guarantee accuracy of service.
C

BAGGAGE TRANSFER FOR CABINEERS

Return to cars. Please transfer duffle to Mr. York’s truck or unload at a convenient lean-to or
shelter tent. All baggage will be delivered to the cabins by the truck. Private cars must not go up
the hill because annoying traffic jams would occur.
D

BAGGAGE TRANSFER FOR CAMPERS

Locate tent space and corresponding parking space by number.
Drive car to camp space. Unload.
Drive car to parking space assigned. HEC will make chart.
E

SETTING UP CAMP

Please keep front line of tents straight and each tent centered in the space provided for It. Rear
ends of tents will not be in line. Fireplaces are in front and washstands behind. Two tents share
each washstand. A fireplace is provided for each tent of Mr. Warner’s group but not for Mr.
Heard's group.
Some stakes and poles are available at supply tent. Cut no stakes, poles, or browse except at a
location approved by Mr. Childs. Get supply of seasoned cedar for kindling, birch stove wood,
and hay, if desired at supply tent.
Do not pester Mr. York's staff in the kitchen, on the truck, at Maclean's cook tent, nor elsewhere.
Call on Mr. Childs for general utility of any sort.
IV

ADAPTATION TO ENVIRONMENT

A

Don't got lost. Blueberries, bears, and blackflies get monotonous.

B
Don't start a forest fire. Everyone fears fire desperately in this region. An offshoot of the
hurricane's tail increased the hazard. We have no rights to campfires except through a privilege
granted by the owner of the land who would lose his future livelihood if a fire got started through
our carelessness.
C
Don't crowd. No sporting camp near Katahdin has ever provided such unusual facilities
for a conference of this magnitude. Abnormal adjustments have been made, not only for a
meeting place and exhibit hall but for caring for many people in many ways. Please accept the
crowding graciously in all normal activities of sleeping, eating, drinking, washing and disposal
of waste, and in use of canoes.
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D
Sleep nights. Don't be a screech owl after 10:00 p.m. Avoid chopping wood, driving
stakes, slamming car doors, starting engines, shooting bright headlights on tents, and seeing
Nellie home or digging up sweet Adeline.
Morning glories are unpopular who glory in seeing the sunrise and advertise their fortitude by
arousing neighbors who want to sleep until 7:00 a.m. (or 6:30?)
E
Mrs. York's staff will operate a store in exhibit hall evenings. I suggest a volunteer
committee to care for mail, to be obtained there. I suggest a committee to take responsibility for
canoes. Mr. York expects to have a man available to handle canoes during the rush hours. The
committee should take reservations, keep track of canoes going and coming, and use discretion
in guarding against accidental damage to the canoes or a more serious accident on the water.
There should be a demonstration of the right and wrong ways to behave in canoes, how to put
them in and take them out of the water as well as the demonstration of canoeing stunts.
I suggested that the visitors might like postcards of the views seen at York’s and of places to be
visited on the trips. Mrs. York will have a variety made up and placed on sale evenings.
F

MEALS FOR CABINEERS

Hours have been assigned.
Mrs. York wishes to feed 42 in first shift and balance in second shift. She prefers to fill
individual plates in kitchen rather than to depend on service at the tables partly for speed and
partly because she lacks platters and supplies for 42. I recommend that this be done. Waitresses
can keep track of special orders better. I suggest that after the first serving has been made on
individual plates that a few platters and nappies be placed on tables for self-service of those who
wish second helpings. The standards of quality and quantity established during the last two
conferences will set a pace that will be hard to match in the woods. It will be well for Miss
Stephenson to consider the menus rather carefully.
At suppertime each cabineer will select his choices for breakfast and sandwiches for lunch and
give a slip to his waitress identifying himself by seat number. That will guide Mrs. York on
quantities to prepare and will expedite rapid serving both in kitchen and dining room. It will tell
how many bag lunches to prepare.
I assume that Mrs. York is putting on some extra help both in dining room and kitchen during the
conference.
Bag lunches will be identified by shift and seat number and placed systematically on the porch.
The first shift will please arrive promptly and avoid dawdling in order that the second batch of
wolves may not get too restless.
V

ARRANGEMENTS FOR SHORT TRIPS
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Fred Grant has six horses for riding or packing. He is at Depot Camp. Address: Avalanche Brook,
Millinocket. Packing Chimney Pond from Roaring Brook end of road is $3.00 per hundred
pounds. He prefers packages balanced at 50 to 60 lbs. He has pack saddles and burlap bags. Does
not care whether supplies are in cartons, bags, or Bergans meis. I suggest that each carton be
marked plainly with its weight and preferably with its contents also.
Madison Boulier has a car for transporting supplies from Millinocket. $5.00 per load. Can carry
nearly half a ton. At Depot Camp, also and address: Avalanche Brook, Millinocket. He has a
pyramidal army tent housing 8 or more at 1.00 per night with cot or 25 cents per night sleeping
on floor. Another tent accommodates two cots.
I suggest that those men be used to get supplies to Chimney Pond for overnight party and that if
our people want to send personal duffle around that it would be well to use Boulier in view of
other heavy demands on York's and that arrangements be made through Boulier by telephone for
Grant to take the material up to Chimney at the right time. Apparently Grant can neither read nor
write and would need prodding from one of the girls in Boulier’s menage. (Charlie will vouch
for them!)
VI

ARRANGEMENTS FOR LONG TRAIL TRIPS

See committee reports. No comment.
VII

ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSPORTATION OUT

See committee reports.
If York is involved, give him plenty of time to make plans.
VIII

IMPROVEMENT OF TRAILS

See letter from Holmes. He has cleared blowdowns on Hunt Trail and expects to go to western
limit of Baxter State Park.
Unless Holmes is doing it, Mr. York will brush out to Katahdin Stream, repair railing, build
small bridge over Little Katahdin Stream, transfer sign from broken tree to standing tree, and
remove brush which now obscures the sign. He will mow to the West Branch unless Camp
Kennebec does the job. He will finish trails on Sentinel and Doubletop. He figures only a few
man-days needed for all trail work.
I suggest that a new trail sign is needed giving directions toward Katahdin. The badly battered
old sign is on the road a few feet from the sign on '’broken” tree. (Tree was cut down.)
The weeders, paint, and signs have been received.
I may make up some more signs for the campground.
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IX

LAYOUT OF GROUNDS

Mr. York has sent a corrected map of the layout of cabins to Miss Park or Miss Stephenson.
We agree that the meeting place should be on a knoll near the road facing away from road
toward Doubletop with campground at the left and general parking area in front.
Mr. York does not want to build the long garage first proposed because he feels that there would
not be sufficient use for it. I urged that the shape was very undesirable for speaking to an
audience both for visual and auditory reasons. I suggested a markee (sp. ?) about 30 x 40 as more
useful than 70 x 20. A vertical strip of canvas could be carried around the back and side to
provide protection from rain but removable for ventilation at other times. Floor will be gravel.
Benches will be provided with a single strip for a back.
Since returning home, it seems better to me to modify the plan. Build a garage 30 to 40 ft. long
(possibly in sections), face it in same direction, and carry canvas as an extension from its roof
forward. If the garage is about twenty feet deep and the canvas fly another 20 or 30 ft. long; it
would give much better protection from wind and rain. Wind might be important. If built
sectionally, it could be torn down and faced around or rebuilt elsewhere after the conference.
MacLean's helper will be responsible for guarding the campground from fire. He will also do
sanitary service at latrines at convenient times after every meal.
There are 10 toilets for 14 cabins now. Probably 2 more toilets will be provided near cabins. Mr.
Earl York and I have talked over details of toilets for campground. We plan four singles, wellscreened, for the women and one tripartite throne for the men and an adequate moat in the
antechamber.
Drinking water will be taken from the spring above the road. A wooden trough and gravel
footing will be provided.
Water for cooking and washing is to be taken from one place, only on the stream or at the spring.
A morning plunge is possible in the stream. Swimming will be in Daicey Pond.
MacLean and helper will be housed as usual at York’s.
First aid for burns and minor injuries will be at supply tent. Call on me unless there is a doctor on
the committee.
Three cords of stove wood has been delivered opposite the camp ground. It is good birch, red
maple, and hardwood. There is a quantity of seasoned cedar near campground which can be split
for kindling.
The field will be mown. The section where tents are to be is rather gravelly. I am not sure
whether the York's plan to plow it before we arrive or not as a precaution against fire. If so, I
suggest that section immediately next to woods be plowed, but a stretch twenty feet wide be left
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for pleasanter footing and better ground for driving tent stakes and that the next section ten feet
wide be plowed where the fireplaces are. Some dry hay at supply tent for bedding.
There will be a fireplace for each tent across the west end where Mr. Warner's campers will be.
The fireplace will be five feet to left of the center of each fifteen foot tenting space.
There will be a washstand behind and between each pair of tents about twenty-five feet nearer
the woods than the fireplaces. Stands will be simple to support two wash basins.
York's truck will pick up garbage and tin cans from the special containers provided for them at
convenience after every meal.
X

COMMUNITY COMFORT FOR CAMPERS

I'll be glad to serve as general utility, if desired in the fields of police, fire, water, transportation,
sewage disposal, accident prevention, first aid, and advice to the lovelorn.
Copies to
Mr. Avery
Mr. Warner
Mr. York
(Enclosed with Mr. Avery's note for forwarding or modification at his discretion. The Yorks did
not take notes on some of our discussion because I promised to send them a full copy of these
notes.)
July 31, 1939. Memorandum from Myron Avery to Mr. Warner, Mr. Childs, Mr. Heard,
Miss Stephenson, Miss Park (Copy sent to Mr. Earl W. York, York’s Twin Pine Camp,
Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine)
I have received, just prior to my leaving Washington for a number of days, a copy of Mr. Childs’
very detailed and complete report entitled “Preliminaries for A T Conference.” As Mr. Childs’
memorandum raises a number of matters which require immediate action, I have dictated
hurriedly my comment in connection with the various matters which he has discussed. Definite
action has to be taken with respect to a number of matters as far as Mr. York is concerned, and as
it is my understanding from Mr. Childs’ memorandum that he has forwarded a copy of his notes
to Mr. York, this will serve to advise Mr. York what should be done in connection with the
various matters discussed. It will be appreciated that I have had to dictate this rather hurriedly,
after only a brief consultation with Miss Park and Miss Stephenson about the respective matters,
and if the memorandum is incomplete or somewhat abrupt, the circumstances will be appreciated.
I have not had an opportunity to check over the memorandum subsequent to its dictation.
At the outset, I want to cover the matter that, as suggested in my letter to Mr. Warner, we wish to
take advantage of Hank’s offer to serve as “King of the Campground” and shall designate Mr.
Childs as Chairman of the Campground Committee on our program. This is eminently
satisfactory to Mr. Heard, with whom the matter has been discussed, and will leave Mr. Heard
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free to care for the Hikes Committee. The campground activities are to be entirely independent
of the other arrangements and under Mr. Childs’ full jurisdiction.
Secondly, Mr. Heard will have charge of the hikes. I am sending to him a list of the assignments
in this connection. The first aid kits referred to will be brought by me to York’s, so that no
consideration need by given to this particular aspect.
Mr. Heard will, of course, have charge of the arrangements with respect to the group from
Washington which is hiring the guide for its cooking, and Mr. Childs will not have any
responsibility in that connection except, of course, that the arrangements and facilities utilized by
Mr. Heard’s group will fit into and be subject to the general plan outlined by Mr. Childs.
I am dealing now page by page, item by item, with the memorandum of Mr. Childs.
I-A. GUESTS
Miss Park is driving to Daicey Pond by automobile. Mr. Warner should meet Avery, Stephenson
and Lenderking at Millinocket. The hotel is some distance from the station and as the party will
need to obtain breakfast before going to Daicey Pond, can Mr. Warner make the rendezvous the
railroad station and thereafter the party will breakfast and proceed to Daicey Pond?
Miss Stephenson will send Mr. York, at least a week in advance, notice of the number to be
transported from Millinocket to the camp. The present information is that no transportation will
be required at all from Greenville and that the train transportation from Millinocket will be for
Thursday night, Friday morning and Friday evening. None so far has been requested for
Saturday. The transportation required from the camp to Millinocket can be conveniently treated
at a later time. At the present time the number of people requiring transportation on Thursday
evening are 2; on Friday morning, 9 or 12; and on Friday evening, 2.
I-B. PROPERTY OF GUESTS
We have informed people that their baggage will be transported with them to the camps. We
have urged them to bring as little as possible. Undoubtedly most people will bring their baggage
with them and even if it were checked by train, it will be rather difficult for Mr. York to obtain it.
He can probably count on a duffle bag and frame pack per person. We would assume that for
each car load of people, their baggage could be taken in with them at that time.
I-C. FOOD
Mr. Heard understands that it is the responsibility of his camping group to obtain their food and
they will arrange accordingly. I do not know whether he proposes to obtain it from Sanders or
from the A&P at Millinocket. In any event, this is entirely Mr. Heard’s responsibility, and as far
as Mr. and Mrs. York are concerned and the rest of the committees, they can be dropped out of
the consideration entirely. As far as Mr. Childs’ suggestion of checking the campground menus
with the names prepared for the cabin people, this would depend upon the food that Mr. Heard
would purchase. I do not see that anything can be done in this connection. Mr. Sanders is, of

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

187

course, not checking the menus of food for the cabin people, as this remains entirely with Mrs.
York; so this can be dropped out of consideration.
I am passing on to Mr. Heard a copy of Mr. Childs’ report, so that Mr. Heard can see the
suggestion about purchasing milk fruit, bread, etc. We will count on Mr. Childs setting up the
necessary machinery for purchases for the campground generally, as well as Mr. Heard’s group.
I should mention the fact that on the registration card we are setting forth a great many monitions
which cover most of the suggestions made in Mr. Childs’ memorandum. A copy of this is
enclosed and will avoid particular comment. It will be noted that we have emphasized the fact
that people must not run to the York staff with inquiries or requests for assistance and that the
“red arm-band committee” has been created for the purpose of concentrating and looking after
these various inquiries.
I-D. EQUIPMENT
This again is solely a matter of Mr. Heard’s concern. He is using the P.A.T.C. camping
equipment and if this is insufficient in any manner, it is his responsibility to obtain the necessary
apparatus. We shall, however, ask Mr. MacLean to obtain some additional large pails for the
specific purpose of heating water.
As far as the beanhole is concerned, we have arranged for one item of the program to have a
serving of beans cooked in the ground. This comes in conjunction with Dr. Rogers’ lecture on
lumbering and the beanhole will be prepared and exhibited on Sunday afternoon, with the beans
available for Monday night dinner. Mrs. York can count on having the beans furnished and
avoid them on Saturday night. Dr. Rogers will bring in with him all of the beans and apparatus,
including the bean pot, for this serving for the entire Conference. This bean pot could be retained,
I am sure, for use by the campers after this, but I strongly suggest that the beanhole be deferred
until after the Monday night affair, so as not to take the edge off the novelty.
Mr. Heard will arrange with Mr. MacLean for the stove or open fire for keeping the water heated.
As far as the electricity for movies or slides is concerned, we have arranged to have a truck with
the generator inside from the Forest Service. However, to guard against the possibility of delay
or mishap, I am specifically asking Childs to bring a 6-volt lamp for the auto battery for the
slides, so that if anything happens we can go ahead with our program Friday night.
Tannic Acid. This was one of the assignments for the general committee and we left with Mr.
Warner the matter of purchasing and labeling the containers. Miss Park has already written Mr.
Warner that the tannic acid has been forwarded to him at the York’s Camps, so there will be
nothing that will be required in this connection.
Once again, the matter of the receptacles for tin cans and hot water for the campers is within Mr.
Childs’ jurisdiction and we understand that he will work out his own arrangements. We agree
that neither Mr. MacLean nor Mrs. York’s kitchen should be disturbed.
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It is my thought that in addition to the printed notice which is enclosed, that at the opening of the
Conference we will introduce the chairmen of the various committees and Mr. Childs will then
hold forth on the campground regulations. We want him to bear in mind that he is the court of
first instance and of last resort and that we will leave with him all of these campground matters.
In passing, briefly I want to commend highly the plan that he has worked out.
The wash basin at one-half basin per face should be satisfactory.
Has Mrs. York an adequate number of towels for the cabins? Further, what has she done in the
way of providing the necessary additional kitchen help?
One pail of hot water will not be sufficient for each cabin, particularly where there are 10 or 12
in the cabin. In this connection water and pails will be required and it may be necessary to have
a separate outside fire. If more pails have to be provided, we will expect Mrs. York to care for
this.
I also suggest that Mr. York obtain from the Great Northern a dozen wash basins for the campers,
or notify us if these cannot be made available.
Miss Stephenson understands that the first shift is to take 42 people. The change in shift by
reason of going to Chimney Pond will occur on Monday morning. The assignment cards
definitely show what shift each person is in, and every effort will be made by us, and should be
made in the dining room, to expedite serving and getting people out.
Mail. On considering your suggestion, we have concluded that the most effective method is to
assign the matter of handling the incoming and outgoing mail to the reception committee as its
specific task. Miss Park will arrange with Mr. York to receive the incoming mail and will work
out whatever arrangements seem advisable for its distribution.
I-E. DRIVING DIRECTIONS
Most of the people here are pretty well informed, but if this information as to stopping places can
be forwarded immediately, it will be of some help. It will have to be here, however, by the first
of next week. We have warned about the necessity for full tanks and the nature of the road.
II-TRANSPORTATION DURING CONFERENCE
This suggestion is very highly approved, but it comes down to the question of how we are going
to really make it effective. I doubt if it is possible to put any control on York’s Camps road and it
seems to me essential to have the parking place as far as possible from the tent where the
meetings are being held in order to eliminate trouble in that connection. This again is a detail
which Mr. Childs can perhaps handle most effectively at the campground.
III – PROCEDURE ON ARRIVAL AT YORK’S
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A. I want to emphasize the necessity for barricading and absolutely preventing cars being driven
onto the campground. We understand that this barricade will be locked and that Mr. York’s truck
will necessarily have to go to the dining room, etc. But this will be the only car and for
diplomatic reasons we will ask him to leave it parked beside the cabins for as little time as he can.
B – REGISTER. We have considered the suggestion that the registration office be in a tent but
have concluded, and it is the wish of the committee, that it will be much more effective to have
the registration in York’s recreation room, where the materials, etc., are on exhibit. We
appreciate that this will mean passing through the campground, etc., and coming to the far end,
but it would seem the most effective way to handle the matter.
Some of the other suggestions under “Register” are a little bit at variance with the arrangements
we have worked out. Everyone will be immediately and at the outset brought to the registration
room. Mr. Childs, in planning the signs and administering the campground, should bear this in
mind. Once they come to the recreation room, they will be met by the reception committee and
given the registration card and list of instructions. There will be no delay in writing or anything
of that sort. This has been worked out very efficiently. They will then be taken to the cabins by a
crew of bell-hops under Miss Stephenson’s direction. She will have, in advance, placed the
name of each person on the bed in the room to be occupied, so there will be no confusion on that
score.
The campers will be immediately sent back by one of the bell-hops to the campground and
turned over to Mr. Childs. It is expected that he will be continuously on the campground in order
to give people directions about locating and erecting their camps and the various regulations
therein. Mr. Childs makes the assignments of the camping space, but it is imperative to note that
he sends the campers to the registration headquarters. I appreciate that there is a fundamental
weakness here, because people, to register, have to pass through the entire area and come to the
far end, but other considerations outweigh this. It is essential that everybody be sent on arrival to
the registration office.
I am requesting Mr. Childs, in his handling of the campground, to have himself or one of his
assistants to act as a sort of “greater committee”—that is, be on the spot to meet each incoming
car and have them sent on to their registration headquarters. It is essential that this be done or
else we will have people camping and cutting brush everywhere.
We think it simpler not to have any specific seat assignments. As it is my understanding with
Mrs. York that the meals will be served family style, this would eliminate the matter of
individual orders, etc. For example, at breakfast we do not expect the waitresses to ask each
person whether he wants scrambled eggs or fried eggs, but Mrs. York will determine what she is
serving and will send the stuff out. We are of the opinion that this will be much to her
satisfaction and will save time.
The same consideration applies to the matter of lunch. We realize that it would be perhaps very
fine to permit each person to order an individual lunch, but with the number of people that would
be a hopeless task. So for that reason, we will expect Mrs. York to prepare a standard lunch. By
some variety in sandwiches, the taste of each person can probably be met. We have discussed
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the matter and suggest three sandwiches, based on the principle of one jelly, one cheese and one
meat, together with a sweet and a piece of fruit. This can be put in paper bags on the outside of
the dining room and each person can then pick up his own lunch.
C – BAGGAGE TRANSFER. Because the varying arrival would require so much time of Mr.
York in running his truck back a short distance, we should, I think, ask the people to transport
their baggage from where their cars are parked to their cabins. It is only a very short distance
and there will also be available Miss Stephenson’s bell-hops. We can have it understood, and Mr.
Childs can give directions, that people can drive to the barricade and dump their baggage, but
immediately return to the parking place. As the campground is the approach to the main cabin,
the regulations and handling of cars and people here has an important bearing on the whole
proceeding and if Mr. Childs requires assistance in addition to what Mr. Heard and Mr. Warner
can afford, I suggest that he call upon the “red arm-band committee.”
D – BAGGAGE TRANSFER FOR CAMPERS. This is a matter for Mr. Childs’ direction.
E – SETTING UP CAMP. This again is a matter for Mr. Childs’ direction. His arrangement
seems, however, eminently satisfactory. It may be that he will wish to prepare a separate sheet of
instructions, in addition to those covered on our list enclosed, which of course we could not
cover.
IV – ADAPTATION TO ENVIRONMENT
Many of these excellent suggestions are covered in the enclosed sheet. Mr. Heard, as far as
getting lost is concerned, will be in charge of hikes and will make appropriate announcements. It
is understood that Junior York will be available to guide the trip to Sentinel Mountain and to
Doubletop, but that Mr. Heard will use the temporary P.A.T.C. markers which will be taken by
me to York’s Camps, and that he will appoint a rear guard.
In view of the drought, I am considering the advisability of having canteens. Do you have any
information as to whether there is water in Thoreau Spring on the mountain? If Mr. York can
answer this, I wish he would do so by return mail.
C. We have emphasized the limitations of York’s facilities.
D. We have placed the retiring hour at 11 p.m., thinking the chances of obtaining observance of
that, in view of the lectures and the program, better than 10:30. As far as many of these activities
are concerned, once again the observance of law and order will depend upon Czar Childs. I
certainly applaud the sentiment about the “sunrise people.”
E. The reception committee will work out with the Yorks on arrival the hours and arrangements
for caring for the mail.
CANOES. The instructions on the registration card will be noted. We have considered the
question of appointing a committee to care for the canoes, but concluded that it would require the
presence of some person all of the time at the Camps, and under the circumstances it would be

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

191

difficult to handle. At best, some sheet might be put up showing the person and the time when
canoes are taken out. After all I am afraid we are going to have to rely upon people not hogging
the opportunities.
It will be noted that Mr. Bogley’s demonstration takes place on Saturday afternoon and that he
will be available thereafter on Monday and Sunday. If more specific suggestions for meeting this
canoe problem can be offered, we shall be glad to put them into effect. I should think that the
warnings which reach everybody at the outset about the use of the canoes should tend to keep
things in order and prevent damage until Mr. Bogley’s instructions have filtered through.
It is understood that Mrs. York will have somebody available in the evening for the purpose of
mailing postcards, confectionary, gum, etc. This will not be cared for by the reception committee.
F. MEALS FOR CABINEERS. This has been previously covered except to repeat again that the
individual orders will be restricted to the ordering of beverages, etc., and that all lunches will be
the same. Each person will pick up his lunch on the porch. Repeating, Miss Stephenson will
arrange the shifts for 42 people in the first and the balance in the second. There will be no
individual service or individual lunches, and therefore no specific seat assignments.
TRANSPORTATION. We should call to Mr. York’s attention that the major demand for
transportation will be on Wednesday, August 23, for bringing people back in the afternoon from
Roaring Brook to Daicey Pond. Approximately 50 people and their packs will have to be
transported back. About a dozen people go to Katahdin Lake and remain there until the
afternoon of Friday, the 25th, when they will have to be brought back from the Old Depot
Campsite to York’s Camps. As I see it, Mr. York’s major difficulty will be on the Roaring
Brook-Daicy Pond transportation on the 23rd and if he can obtain a truck or anything on that
order with seating space, that will be entirely satisfactory. This is one of the facilities which he
was to provide under our arrangement. The way that Mr. York wants to work it out is, of course,
entirely up to him, but I emphasize the number of people who will be at Roaring Brook around
three o’clock that afternoon.
V – ARRANGEMENTS FOR SHORT TRIPS
We have written to Roy Dudley and asked him to save space in the lean-tos for about 60 people
on Tuesday night, August 22. This should be again confirmed by Mr. Warner on his arrival at
Millinocket. We have told Dudley that we will purchase and send in the food for these people
and we will expect that he and Mrs. Collins will do the cooking. It is obvious that it is going to
be a great problem to prepare food rapidly enough for this crowd of people and to expedite
matters, I am suggesting that Mr. Heard in leading the trip arrive at Chimney Pond as early as
possible and have the meal for the first people ready on their arrival. We will also order and have
sent in with the food, some paper plates which will take care of this problem.
We are having worked out here the exact quantities required for the two meals at Chimney Pond.
(We take the lunches from York’s.) Our expectation is that we can work out an arrangement by
placing the order here with the A & P store for delivery of exact quantities and sizes at
Millinocket. Miss Stephenson will advise Mr. Warner about this in a day or two. It will then be
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Mr. Warner’s responsibility for the arranging of the trucking of this material into Chimney Pond.
This should simplify the matter and provide for more exact quantities. We are leaving to Mr.
Warner and to Miss Stephenson the matter of the purchase of the food for Chimney Pond and
getting it in.
VIII – IMPROVEMENTS OF TRAILS
Mr. Heard will be at Katahdin a few days prior to the Conference and will repaint the
Appalachian Trail from the campsite to the summit. I shall write a letter to Mr. Holmes in this
connection. We had previously sent to him the literature he was asking about. I want to
emphasize the importance of having the Trail brushed out between York’s Camps and the
Katahdin Stream campsite. New signs will be placed at the intersections by Mr. Heard and Dr.
Schmeckebier. They will leave with Mrs. O’Connell a post and new signs for the summit, which
I will take up. It will, of course, be very fine if you will provide the additional required signs. I
think Mr. York will find that his people will be very appreciative of having the grass mowed out
of the Trail, which will mean that they can travel it without getting wet.
IX – LAYOUT OF GROUNDS
This is a most important consideration and as it is unsettled, it is disturbing me considerably. It is
essential that we should have a meeting place with seats sufficient for the number of people. I
should expect that we would want to be able to seat at least 125. This is most essential for our
evening programs.
We are preparing a program on which we repeat the monitions as to care of fire and our revised
schedule of activities. We have lectures on Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Wednesday
nights.
Our original arrangement with Mr. York included the providing of something for a meeting place.
Naturally, we want him to incur as little expense as possible in this connection and unless he
wishes to build the garage, as you suggested, for his own advantage, we would not ask him to do
so, as naturally we do not want to increase his expense in this connection. I do not know where
he would obtain the “marquee” which you specified. I am very much disturbed over this
situation and I will appreciate his writing me at once as to what he will do in the way of
providing the space for the general meetings, bearing in mind that we should be able to seat
about 100 people. Also, this should be located as far away from the parking place for cars as
possible to minimize disturbances.
It is understood that Mr. Maclean’s helper will be around the campground at all times for fire
duty.
The location of the place for the meetings would seem the most satisfactory that would be halfway between the campground and the cabins, but we suggest keeping the cars away from it as
much as possible.
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Miss Stephenson understands the reference to the corrected map of the layout to be the one
prepared by Junior York and sent to her about four months ago. If there are any changes from
that, she should be advised immediately.
I note you refer to the 12 toilets already built and that two more will be provided. Mr. York’s
diagram sent to Miss Stephenson shows the two additional toilets and we understand that these
will be built. We think this quite important. We note the provision for toilets on the campground.
Once again, this is a matter for Mr. Childs.
I suggest that you make signs pointing to the drinking and cooking water.
We will have available the P.A.T.C. first aid outfits, in addition to the facilities of Mr. Childs.
The supply of stove wood is quite satisfactory and in keeping with our arrangement.
I note that the campground will be mowed. It will be rather packed down by prior use by Camp
Kennebec. We have been definitely advised that they will leave prior to our arrival.
The suggestion which you make for plowing the campground is again a matter for Mr. Childs’
control, but we suggest that the expense and labor of Mr. York be kept at a minimum compatible
with effective arrangements. Mr. Childs’ versatility is well-known. However, I must confess it is
news to me that he professes to hand out advice to the lovelorn in addition to his other
accomplishments. We have taken up his offer to serve in the other capacities enumerated under
“X” but as far as advice to the lovelorn is concerned, he can only acquire to that character if he
provides himself with an Egyptian tent and an appropriate sign.
P.S. I have just noted from the carbons sent to me that no copy has gone forward to Mr. York,
and in order that the matters may be intelligible to him, I am enclosing the copy of Mr. Childs’
memorandum.
P.S. to Mr. York: Please let me know immediately what you have done about the meeting place,
as this seems to be the one matter that has not been cared for and causes us the greatest concern.
Miss Stephenson will write Mrs. York the final details on all of the people on August 3 by air
mail. She tells me that practically all the cabin space is taken.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery, but transcribed and sent out after his departure from Washington.)
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July 31, 1939. Edward W. Connors, Admin. Assistant, CCC, Maine Forest Service,
Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have your letter of the 26th and will bear in mind for next year’s projects, some of the
program which you have outlined. We are pleased that the Andover camp was able to do so
much on the Appalachian Trail.
While we expect to be in Augusta on August 4th, there is a possibility that we will be called out
of town due to the opening of a new camp in Washington County. This calls for shipment of
building materials and everything in connection with it is being rushed.
July, 1939.
Negative jackets 1012 to 1021 to be delivered when Hayden finishes slide work.
August 1, 1939. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to The Appalachian Trail Conference
[Hand-written]
Messrs: Please find payment signed up to date.
Got the other check but will not sign up on that until I get some work done. There is a man here
says he will work on the trail for 25 cents an hour. I want to git my work planned so I can work a
day or to with him to see that he works.
I wrote Mr. Chadwick and he will let me have one of his camps at 3rd West branch Pond to stop
in so will be handy to work.
August 1, 1939. George C. Murphy, Principal Foreman, CCC Jefferson Camp P-51, No.
Whitefield, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of July 26th regarding Appalachian Trail work in Western
Maine.
We are pleased to report that the work as outlined for our Cupsuptic Camp is now complete, with
the exception of repairing the roofs of two shelters which were damaged by falling trees. The
shelter roofs will be repaired shortly.
We are sorry to report that it will be impossible for us to do any work beyond that which was
outlined originally because of the distance involved.
We would appreciate a copy of your Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine if one is available.
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{Copy Greene, Sawyer, Sawtelle, Attwood, Stubbs, Gordon Hunt}
August 2, 1939. Kenneth E. Jones, CCC Camp DA-9, Andover, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am a little late this week in letting you know what progress we are making. Heavy rains during
the latter part of the week stopped all work on the Trail for a time. Because of the large amount
of travel time I found it necessary to put in a side camp Monday on the Success pond road, from
which point they will work. There are six men in the camp of which five will work on the Trail.
The poor condition of the connecting trails will make it necessary to devote a large part of their
time to opening these up first.
They have already opened about a mile of the Trail between Spec Pond and Goose Eye. It is
difficult to predict just how much blowdown they will run into. By the end of this week however
they should be well along.
On the Maine side of the line we are reopening the trail up the Bull Branch of Sunday River
which comes into the Trail near Spec pond.
{Copy Stubbs, Sawtelle, Attwood, Taylor, Greene, Sawyer}
August 3, 1939. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camp, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron Avery
A man hear heard me talking about the bushes on the trail. I asked him what he would cut them
for by the mile. He said $10.00 or 25 cents an hour. I think he will put in to many hours and I
think I can get them cut for less than that. His name is J. W. Peters. He stops hear some. I will
get to work on the trail soon.
P.S. Your bag of clothes came today.
August 3, 1939. William Dore, Mountain View Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
In your letter of July 8th you said Miss Stephenson would write me shortly as to the number of
people that will be staying at my camp. I haven’t heard from her.
In regard to someone in Monson that can transport your party I suggest you write Arthur Day. He
seems to be the only one that is equipped to handle a large party. There is a mile of trail in the
Bodfish Valley that is not painted, from Drew’s to Vaughan Stream. This has been widened by a
sawmill Co. and the paint obliterated. I understand Mr. Perham has the paint if you will write
him to send me a quart I will repaint it.
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August 4, 1939. Jean Stephenson, Chairman, Reservations Committee, to Mrs. York, Twin
Pine Camps
Dear Mrs. York:
In accordance with our previous correspondence and at Mr. Avery's request, I am writing to tell
you the present arrangements with respect to the people staying in your cabins and the
transportation needed to your camps for those coming to the ninth Appalachian Trail Conference.
At least two people expect to arrive about a week before the Conference. Those are Jocelyn
Tyler of Washington, D.C., and William N. Gambrill of Baltimore. I have asked Miss Tyler and
Mr. Gambrill both to get in touch with you direct to notify you just when they will arrive so you
can arrange to meet them. They will make payment to you direct for the transportation, if you
supply that. Their expense for staying at the camps these days in advance of the Conference they
will pay to me and I will include it in the full settlement I will make to you at the close of the
Conference. This will avoid difficulty all around and save you some trouble.
On Thursday, August 17, seven people will arrive during the morning and will therefore need
lunch. (Included in this number will be Mr. Avery, Miss Lenderking, Miss Park and myself, who
will complete arrangements for the Conference then.) During the afternoon more who will be in
the cabins will arrive so that for dinner and that night, there will be a total of 17. From then until
we leave to climb Katahdin, we expect the cabin capacity filled but for the last three days there
may be only 25 to 40--I do not know just the figures yet. However, you will know in ample time
to arrange your quantities for meals.
The above, of course, refers only to those in the cabins for whom you will be furnishing meals
and hot water.
Almost all the group are coming by automobile, in many places from places along the Maine
Coast or the White Mountains. However, will you please make arrangements to meet the evening
train on August 17 to bring two men to camp? On the morning train of August 18, either 12 or 15
will arrive. Will you please have transportation for them? I will know the exact number a little
later. For the morning train of August 19, there will probably be three. For this, too, I will let you
know later.
I have made very definite arrangements for reservations and registration, When Miss Park and I
arrive on August 17, we will at once put labels on each bed indicating who is to occupy it. In this
connection it may be necessary to move one or two beds as I think Mr. Warner may have
mentioned to you, but that is a matter we can see about when I get there.
If Miss Tyler comes in on the 12th as she hopes, and you have space in No. 7, I would suggest
that you give her a bed in that cabin as that is the cabin to which she is assigned and if she is
already in it no move will be necessary later.
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Mr. Gambrill also expects to get there early. He will be after the 17th in the cabin near the ice
house. If you have space available in that cabin when he comes and can put him there, he will
not have to move later.
I could send you a list of all the cabin assignments for each person but I do not think it necessary
to bother you with this as Miss Park and I expect to assign the people to their cabins and have
some of our assistants take each person directly to their cabin so that we will not have to bother
you or Mr. York in any way in getting the people located and in their proper places.
As you have seen from Mr. Avery’s memorandum, we do not expect people (and they have been
so informed) to have special orders for food. The manner of preparation of, say eggs, will be left
to you and they will eat what is placed on the table. For this reason it will not be necessary to
make set assignments in the dining room. We prefer not to do this as groups of friends will
naturally come to meals together and want to eat together. By allowing them to do so service can
be speeded up.
We understand from Mr. Childs that you will serve 42 at the first table, the remaining 18 or
thereabouts will be at a second table. Any day there will be less than the 18 at any meal, I will let
you know. I say this because some of our special guests will be coming and going through the
week and may arrive or leave before or after mealtimes, even if there for the night.
I think this covers all the points on which you need information now. We have made very careful
plans for everything and I have a complete record of them all so that on our arrival there should
be no difficulty in getting things for the cabin group in good shape at once. Mr. Warner and Mr.
Childs, with the assistance of Mr. Heard, are looking out for the camp ground situation.
I expect to leave here August 16. If before that time there is anything more you need to know or
any points on which you wish information, please let me know.
August 4, 1939. Earl W. York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Myron Avery. [Typed copy of
original]
Dear Mr. Avery:Your memo of July 31st received and duly noted by Junior, Eugene McLain, Mrs. Y- and yours
truly.
I-D. Equipment:
Additional pails will be procured as requested. O.K. on the beanhole beans. It will take a
large pot for 120 people. Plenty of towels for all cabin use. Kitchen help, waitresses and cabin
girls are now engaged. Thirty (30) people to be fed at each shift in dining room.
III-A & B
Fully read and understood. Much better and simplified understanding.
III-C Baggage Transfer:
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Truck will be available for this service, if necessary.
E IV – Water
Thoreau Spring O.K., also spring on cut-off trail to saddle trail. On trips to Sentinel and
double top a canteen is advisable. Exact location of suitable drinking water for Sentinel and
Double Top will be given by Junior also on Katahdin.
A man will be on hand at all times to handle canoes, also a girl in office or recreation
room for sale of gum, cigs, cards, etc.
F: Meals for cabineers: O.K., also lunch situation understood.
Transportation:
As soon as exact number of people to be transported, I will make necessary arrangements.
V – Short Trips:
Lunches will be prepared. Mr. Warner has his troubles after that.
VIII – Trail Improvements:
Trail to Katahdin campsite now in order. Bridge over Little Katahdin already builded,
railing on big Katahdin Stream repaired and trail cleared.
IX-Layout of Ground:
Mr. Childs was to send his blueprint for this. Same not yet received. For a conference
meeting I have procured tent flies that will seat 150 or 200 people and seats will be in readiness
for meetings.
Any further questions not answered specifically are fully understood and I assure you we
are working to make this meeting the most enjoyable of any so far ever held.
Personally I feel Mr. Childs has taken too much of a task re the “Love-Lorn”. However,
please do not convey any statement from me as I do not want to hurt his feelings in any way.
Possibly I can help him.
I sincerely think the meeting place is taken care of to a satisfactory degree.
Any further comments greatly appreciated.
(signed) Mrs. Y., Junior, Earle Sr.
August 4, 1939. Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have been to Nahmakanta Lake over the Trail—found the old road from the Lake to Mahar
Camp Ground well worn by a tractor used in connection with the pulp drive there this spring. I
cut the overhanging branches and took out the small trees that the tractor had been going over—
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back to the beaver flowage and spotted around that—found it rather blind there as the beaver had
cut several of the painted trees. I have taken out the bad branches and mowed the trail from Jo
Mary Lake to Mahar Camp ground. I will go up Jo Mary Mt. the first chance I get. I am told that
there are several blind places (owing to tractor going through) between Nahmakanta Dam and
McDougal’s camp, also there is a badly overgrown section between Rainbow Lake and the West
Branch.
Looking forward to seeing you—
August 5, 1939. Maribel York, Twin Pine Camps, to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:In regard your letter of July 29th, I will have a party in cabin on the point until morning of the
18th so far as I know all other cabins will be available. One other thing I wish to mention my
chef wishes me to have your party eat in two groups of about thirty each as he says it will allow
him time to give better service also the girls will be able to make better time. I am using grill
plates instead of family style as such would force me to get a great many large dishes which I
would not need again.
Looking forward to seeing you at an early date.
August 5, 1939. Payments made for Trail work in Maine
July 1939 – Payments made------------------Perhams Camp
Fred Clifford
Harry Davis
Charles Berry (East branch and Crawford Pond)
Charles Berry (West Branch Ponds, Whitecap)

$5.00
15.00
24.00
10.10
25.00

-----Commitments; August 1939----Nahmakanta Lake (commitment) –
$5 for 2 days or (8/39)
$10 for 4 days; letters to Boynton
Potter’s Camps (Handwritten letter to Potter from New Orleans
for 5 days at $3)
--$15.00
August 6, 1939. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am very sorry not to have been able to meet you last Friday morning when you were in Augusta,
but I was called away so that I could not do so.
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With reference to your letter of July 26 and inquiries I presume that you may have secured your
information otherwise. However, I will say that there has been no change in administering the
area around Mount Katahdin. I am not acquainted with any new man by the name of Holmes and
he is not listed as one of our fire wardens. I am enclosing a copy of a little pamphlet in which are
listed our public camp sites. This is the same as the one you may already have. The watchman on
Moxie Bald Mountain will follow generally the Appalachian trail. All the work that has been
done on this trail has been by the watchman himself. He is quite old and has not done more than
to relocate it. We expect to rebuild the watchman's cabin on this mountain soon and it will be this
way that we take the material up the mountain.
The only section of the trail where I believe there has been very little work done is between
Sugar Loaf and Mount Abram. Helon Taylor reported that this section had been subject to quite a
little wind throw. This is too far to get any work done by the C.C.C. Camp at Jefferson or from
the C.C.C. Side Camp which is located at Toothaker Brook on Cupsuptic Stream, unless we can
get a special dispensation for this work from the authorities in Washington. I would not
recommend using the men from the deficiency camp at Andover for this work because they now
have more work laid out than I believe they can accomplish.
We have had a very favorable season so far as forest fires are concerned and I do not believe
there is immediate prospect of any ban on fires during the coming month.
With reference to the camping situation and the building of fires I would not give any more
publicity to it or bring out any discussion other than to see to it that members of the conference
and those attending do not lay themselves open to criticism by building camp fires. That is, I
believe that there are going to be a lot of people watching to see how they comport themselves
and they will judge accordingly. Whereas if it were just a small party of two or three traveling on
the trail they would not pay any attention to them.
We are very much concerned right now with arranging for the coming display by the Department
at the Skowhegan Fair, August 14 to 19 inclusive, and the Bangor Fair, August 21-26 inclusive.
For this reason I cannot now hold out any immediate prospect of my attendance much as I would
like so to do.
August 7, 1939. E. F. Curtis, Freight Claim Agent, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, Bangor,
Maine, to Jewell Paint & Varnish Co.
Millinocket 15-31, 1 ctn. paint, Appalacian Train Conference [sic], % MacDougal’s Nahmakanta
Lake Camps, Norcross, Me.
Gentlemen:
Supplementing our letter of July 11th.
The above noted consignment was delivered August 4th.
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August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Mr. E. W. York, Twin Pine Camps
Dear Mr. York:
I found your letter of August 4th on my return from Maine. I was as far east as Augusta. I have
had an opportunity to discuss your letter with Miss Park and Miss Stephenson. Everything is to
their satisfaction and we know and greatly appreciate your efforts to make this meeting the most
enjoyable that we have yet held. We are looking forward to it with high anticipation. Certainly,
as far as planning and arrangements are concerned, we have all done our utmost.
I had a long session with Mr. Warner at Boston. Mr. Warner will arrive somewhere around the
13th.
The point which gave us the most concern, that is, the meeting place, is taken care of by your
letter. I think that everything else is in order and there is nothing further to comment on.
This letter will confirm that the comments of my memorandum of July 31st with the exception
that they may be modified by your letter of August 4th, constitute the arrangements to which we
shall adhere.
He shall see you very soon. With best regards to everyone,
Copy to Mr. Warner, Mr. Childs, Miss Stephenson
August 8, 1939. Jean Stephenson to Mrs. York, Twin Pine Camps
Dear Mrs. York:
Another delegate to the Conference wants to go up a week early. It is a Miss Katherine Kovar, of
Brooklyn, N.Y. (166 Columbia Heights).
She expects to arrive in Millinocket at 5.58 A.M., Saturday, August 12th. Will you please
arrange to have her met and taken to your camps. I have asked her to pay you direct for this
transportation, as it will be so long before we get there. She understands it will be $5.00.
For her stay while at your camps she will settle with me, in connection with her expenses during
the Conference, and I will include it all in my settlement with you.
She will be during the Conference, in cabin No. 3. If it is available and you want to do so, you
can put her there, otherwise she will have to move on August 17th.
Mr. Gambrill will arrive on August 12th also, but will be driven out in his own car by friends
who will be camping, probably at Katahdin Stream. He will arrive by airplane at Millinocket
about 11 A.M. that day. I do not know how soon he will reach your place.
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Miss Tyler is also to arrive on Saturday, August 13th. The last I heard she was undecided how
she was going. If she hears Mr. Gambrill is flying she may decide to come with him. I will call
her to-morrow and ask her to let you know at once and definitely whether she is to be met.
Miss Park, Miss Lenderking, and I will be in Point Cabin. As it will be occupied when we arrive
Thursday, we will stay in one of the others that night and move into it the next day, Friday, when
the occupants of it leave.
As I will be there before any of the others who are coming, unless someone else decides to go in
early, I can make the other cabin assignments when I get there.
By the way, we sent you an advance of $200 in May. Would you like another advance now. We
know that many of your expenses may have to be cared for in cash and in advance, and will be
glad to make another advance if you wish it.
I will arrange to have the people eat in shifts, the first one 30 and the next whatever is left over.
Sometimes it will be a full thirty at the second table, sometimes less, as people will he coming
and going for the first few days. As I said before, I will tell you each day how many we expect
for each meal the next day, so your cook will find it easier to plan things without so much waste
and yet have enough. There is no use in preparing for 60 for supper if we know only 55 will be
there for it.
I think the arrangements as made are very satisfactory and I am sure we will have a fine time
with you.
August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to LeRoy Dudley, Chimney Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Roy:
I have received your letter of July 31st. Last week I happened to be in Boston and talked with Mr.
Warner. Mr. Warner, as I wrote you, has charge of many of the arrangements for the Conference
and he plans to be in the Katahdin region about a week ahead of the Conference.
I note that you think that by using your tents and shelters, you can accommodate about fifty
people. Mr. Warner has two tents which he will have brought over with the duffle for the people
and with this, we should be able to care for about sixty people.
As I wrote you, we have decided to buy the food and Mr. Warner will arrange for having it
packed in. We are also purchasing paper dishes so that there will not be the delay in trying to
wash dishes. It will obviously be quite a job trying to cook meals for sixty people. We are going
to base the dinner on corned beef hash and fish. For breakfast it will be beans. Lunch you will
not need to bother with, as this will be brought from York’s.
We are arranging for each person to bring their sleeping equipment and to be self-sufficient. It
will, however, be very satisfactory to know that you have a reserve supply of blankets in case the
night should be particularly cold or someone should be short.
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Mr. Warner plans to see you before our party arrives. He will be at Chimney Pond with the
sleeping equipment on the 22nd and will have a list of the people, etc., and will be available to
help in assigning them sleeping space as they come down off the mountain. We will, of course,
get in touch with you by telephone but you can expect sixty on the night of August 22nd.
All we need now is some good weather. We are looking forward to seeing you and, incidentally,
you are on the program for the night of the 22nd to tell of your lifelong acquaintance with old
man Pamola.
Copy to Mr. Warner, Miss Stephenson
August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to George C. Murphy, Principal Foreman, Jefferson Camp
P-51, North Whitefield, Maine
Dear Mr. Murphy:
I have your letter of August 1st, advising me that the side camp has completed its Trail work. If
you could let me know just how far the Camp was able to go, it will be of help to us.
I am afraid that there is considerable hurricane damage between Bigelow and the Kennebec
River which remains uncared for. I had hoped that your Camp might be able to get at this locality.
As you suggested, I am sending under separate cover copy of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine and the recently issued Supplement. We are sending you a copy of the two issues of
Appalachian Trailway News. If there is any further data which we can supply in this connection,
please let me know.
I am afraid that I will not have an opportunity to go over the section of the Trail which your
Camp has worked over until another year, as the Conference at Katahdin will take up most of our
time. It would help if your Camp Foreman who had charge of this job would give us some idea
of the extent of clearing done by the side camp and his opinion as to the sections of Trail which
he covered which need additional work in the way of eliminating small bushes, etc. This would
be of very great help to us in determining what we have to do another year.
Copy to Mr. Taylor
Dear Helon:
I am waiting to hear from you as to whether or not you are going to be able to get to the
Conference. Apparently we have gotten all of the work from the CCC Camps that we can get this
year in western Maine. I hope that you will have an opportunity soon to check over the route
between the Ledge House and the Kennebec River so that we can determine just exactly how
much of a problem we have ahead of us and what the condition of the Trail is in that section.
August 8, 1939. Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
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Dear Sir:
At last I have the paint after a struggle with the B. & A. I tried to pay for it and they refused to let
me have it. Fri. it was released so that’s settled. I also have a pkg. of signs sent this year beside
the ones sent last year.
The blue line to the Gulf is all cleared. We will have the rest of the trail from Chairback to the
blue line all fixed by the time the crowd gets here.
Soon as you find out how many parties and how many in each party we would like to know.
August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps
Dear Leon:
I have sent in to myself a large board sign which I shall put on the Kokadjo-B Pond Road. It is
one of the regulation markers that is used now for highway crossings.
I have your letter of August 4th and I am glad to know that things are in order. We can certainly
depend upon you for help and cooperation. It has been difficult this year and your help has made
things much easier.
It was news to me to know that a tractor had been running between Nahmakanta Dam and
McDougall's. 1 had written Benny Boynton some time ago to get one or two blind places up
there straightened out and I hope that it has been done before now. The Trail between Rainbow
and the West Branch is supposed to be in very good condition, having been cleared out probably
later than the source of your information.
There is one thing which I had perhaps better mention now. Each of these parties has a lay-over
day at your camp and we would want to get something for them to do that day. It struck me that
for most of them it would be an interesting trip to go by canoe down to Pemadumcook and by
boat out on the lower lakes to look around. Another alternative might be to take a canoe trip as
we did in 1935. I expect myself that I will want to use the day to go up on Joe Mary Mountain.
This is one thing which we can be thinking over and when I arrive with the first group, we can
decide what is the best thing to do, but I thought it might be advantageous to mention it to you
now.
Looking forward to seeing you
August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Benny Boynton, c/o Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Dear Benny:
Miss Park has handed me the letter from Mrs. McDougall written August 1st. By now Mrs.
McDougall will have Miss Stephenson's last letter, giving the names of the parties. There are
three groups and each of them stay at the Camps for two days. I know that the markers have
arrived and hope that you will have no difficulty in getting the paint in by the time we arrive on
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August 26th. I am sorry about the mix-up on the freight charges. Judging from what it cost
elsewhere, it will probably be between $1.00 and $2.00.
I have been hoping to hear from you by now with respect to the condition of the Trail. I have just
had a letter from Leon Potter, who has been up over the route as far as the foot of the lake and
with the exception, of around Nahmakanta, I have heard that everything is all right.
Potter wrote me that he had heard that the tractor road between Nahmakanta Dam and your camp
had made several blind places. I hope that by now you have these already fixed up and if not,
that you will certainly be sure that the work that I wrote you about has been cared for. We are
extremely anxious that there should be no difficulty on this score and if you find it necessary to
put in two more days in addition to the two that I first wrote about, we will care for the expense
on the same basis.
Whatever you do, don't fail to have the work done in this connection, as it will create a very
unfortunate impression if it is not looked after and do us a good deal of harm. We will see you
shortly.
August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt, St. Petersburg, Florida
Dear Roy:
I was in Maine last week and succeeded in getting the matter of the warrant taken care of.
However, the forms require the execution of an affidavit by you as to the serving of the notice. In
addition to the fact that the petition waived notice, the notice was given by a memorandum sent
out June 27, 1939, calling for this meeting. I have filled out the back of the warrant and if you
will sign it and have it executed before a Notary Public and return it to me, we will not need to
trouble you further.
August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to William Dore, Mountain View Camps
Dear Mr. Dore:
I have your letter of August 3rd and 1 am glad to hear from you. By now you will have Miss
Stephenson's letter as to the number of people stopping at the Camps.
By reason of the length of time involved and the fact that the vacation for some people will have
run out, a number of the hikers have to leave at Yoke Ponds so that we will have a smaller
number on the balance of the trip.
We are planning to be met at Bodfish Farm by a truck from Bill Earley’s Camp on Sebec Lake,
as we will spend the next night there, so that our transportation will work out all right.
We will probably need eventually all the paint at Perhams on the Barren-Chairback Range and
the simplest thing will be to send you a quart of the Trail paint. I am doing this and it should
arrive shortly.
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We very much appreciate your taking care of this.
We are looking forward to seeing you in the near future.
August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps
Dear Mr. Berry:
1 have been away from Washington and on my return find your letters of August 1st and 3rd.
Under the circumstances, I would prefer to leave the matter entirely with your judgment to do the
thing which you think would produce the best trail for the amount of money which we were able
to forward to you for this purpose. The thing, of course, that I am particularly concerned with is
that there should be no difficulty in having the work well finished by the time that our first party
arrives.
I Judge from your letter that you do not anticipate any trouble on that score. We have received
your receipt for the work done at Crawford Pond and the East Branch and for the express on the
paint.
We appreciate very much your help in this connection and we shall look forward to finding this
section of the trail passable and being at your Camps in the near future.
August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
In keeping with my discussion with you and Miss Mack, I am sending copies of the program
which I found on my return to Washington this week had been printed. I am also enclosing a
statement of facts with respect to Mr. Fechner and the CCC activity which Miss Mack wanted. I
believe that this is all of the material which I was to forward, but if there is anything else, you
will of course let me know, so that the matter can be attended to. I expect to leave here August
15th.
If Mr. Reed’s arrangements are definitely settled, it will be of help to us to know. Miss
Stephenson tells me that she has made space for you in Birch Bark Cabin, accommodating four
people. I am quartered here and so is Mr. George H. Collins, Assistant Chief, Planning Division
of the National Park Service. Mr. Collins has traveled a good deal through the Katahdin region.
1939. [Missing pages, but appears to be an address by Avery at the 1939 Conference in
which he acknowledges the work of the CCC in Maine. Or, this may be the “statement of
facts” referred to in the preceding letter and there are no missing pages. I found these two
pages on 1/24/18 in the Maine State Library Annex.]
Twenty-one of the existing twenty-four lean-tos on The Appalachian Trail in Maine as well as
the entire route from Sugarloaf Mountain, Maine’s second highest mountain, to the Maine-New
Hampshire line, a distance of 80 miles, are solely due to CCC activity. Initially The Appalachian
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Trail route was opened in 1933 in Maine by volunteer labor from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow. In
1935, at the suggestion of CCC forester, James W. Sewall, of Old Town, Maine and with the
approval of State and Federal Forest Services, The Appalachian Trail in Maine was made a
project of the CCC program. There were crews from the CCC Camps at Millinocket, Greenville,
Flagstaff and Rangeley who that year worked on the Trail. The next year Trail work was carried
on by the Rangeley and Greenville Camps. On August 14, 1937, a detail from the Bridgton
Camp, which with the Greenville Camp worked on the Trail that year, completed the last two
miles of the entire Appalachian Trail on the slope of Mt. Spaulding.
In addition to opening new Trail from Mt. Spaulding to the Maine-New Hampshire line, the
CCC crews in 1935-36 went over the route previously opened, widening and improving it,
constructing side trails to springs, outlooks, etc., materially bettering the route. Last year some
five new lean-tos were built on the Trail in western Maine by a detail from the CCC Camp at
Bridgton.
One of the outstanding CCC activities is the cable bridge across the Penobscot West Branch at
Nesowadnehunk falls. This structure is a decided engineering feat. Most of the materials were
hewn under the direction of Maine woodsmen on the spot. This structure has been built high and
sturdily to resist the ravages of the snows and winter storms. It is an outstanding work and has
been highly commended by engineers. It furnishes a much needed crossing of the Penobscot
West Branch. It is expected that Mr. Fechner will visit the cable bridge while at Katahdin in
order to view the CCC activity.
In addition to Maine, many sections of The Appalachian Trail have been built by the CCC. This
is particularly true in the Great Smokies and Shenandoah National Parks. The most recent
activity was the construction of a magnificent 30-mile section of Trail at the eastern end of the
Great Smokies between the Big Pigeon and French Broad Rivers in western North Carolina.
Many lean-tos along the Trail in the National Forests have been recently built by the CCC.
Mr. Fechner is on the Trail Conference program to speak on Saturday morning, August 19th. He
will be accompanied to Katahdin by Ben L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National
Park.
Representative of the United States Forest Service attending the Conference who have Maine
connections are C. L. Graham, Supervisor of the White Mountain National Forest. Mr. Graham
will be accompanied by Robert S. Monahan, of the Chief Forester’s office in Washington. Mr.
Monahan is well known as the author of “Mt. Washington Re-occupied”. During Mr.
Monahan’s stay on the mountain there was recorded the unexcelled wind velocity of 231 miles
an hour on Mt. Washington. Also present at the Conference will be Miss Harlean James, of
Washington, Executive Secretary of the American Planning and Civic Association, an
organization well known for its activity in connection with conservation of national forests and
parks.
August 8, 1939. Myron Avery to Bruce C. Beach, Camp Kennebec, North Belgrade, Maine
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Dear Bruce:
I came very near trying to reach you by phone, for I was in Maine last week. As I have been
delayed for this reason in answering your letter, I am sending a carbon to York's Camps.
Unfortunately, your letter has gotten mislaid in some manner and I am having to answer it from
memory. 1 trust that will cover all of the matters.
You will find at York's when you arrive there Mr. Charles H. Warner, who has a number of
assignments in connection with the forthcoming Conference. I have spoken to Mr. Warner about
you and the Camp. Mr. Henry Childs, of Rumford, Rhode island, has been given the task of
supervising the campground. You may meet Mr. Childs before you leave, in the event that you
are not able to remain for the Conference. I think I have written that Osborne Heard is going to
do some Trail work between Katahdin Stream Campsite and the summit. You will see him
around York's. This covers, I think, the various people.
You said something about wanting some Trail notes. I can't recall what this might have been but
in the copy of this letter going to York's Camps, I am enclosing a carbon of the Trail data as
revised following our trip of last year. Please return this to me.
The Board of Managers will act on the matter of the assignment of the Trail section to Camp
Kennebec. Personally I would be delighted and I should think it would fit in with the Camp
program. As to your inquiry about the expense, etc. of attending the Conference, as I recall the
situation, there would be the matter of the small registration fee and a small fee for camping. We
have used up all of the Conference announcements which cover these details and I do not
imagine that you have yours with you. Miss Stephenson will be at York's on August 17th and if
it turns out that you are able to arrange it, I suggest that you register with her and when Mr.
Childs comes, it may be that it would be desirable to make some adjustment of your tent in order
to fit in with the plan for camping space which he has worked out. I know that you will
understand the situation in this connection.
I hope very much that you will be able to stay through the Conference sessions. As I have said,
since you are camping you will be entirely independent and the only charge would be the
registration fee of $1.00 and the $1.25 charge for campers. These cover the expense of the
various materials, wood, etc, which York is providing. This is a matter which can be adjusted
with Miss Stephenson to whom I am sending a copy of this letter. I am also sending a copy to Mr.
Childs.
I expect to be at York’s on August 17th. In the event that you cannot remain, please leave a note
for me about the Trail work and the section which Camp Kennebec would like to take over.
1 had almost forgotten your inquiry about Trail conditions. We are not keeping up the Dead
River route and you would want to go by the Carry Ponds where the lean-tos are located.
Western Maine suffered some hurricane damage. The Trail has been recleared from the MaineNew Hampshire line to Mt. Bigelow. I am afraid there is some hurricane damage on the eastern
end of Little Bigelow but I understand that the route is entirely passable. I have no up to date
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reports between the Kennebec River and Bigelow but I do not anticipate that you would have any
difficulty in this area. I am having the Supplement to the Guidebook sent to you at York's Camps.
Copy Mr. Beach, Daicey Pond
Miss Stephenson
Mr. Childs
August 10, 1939. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
Thank you very much for all of the information contained in your letter. In view of Mr.
Fechner’s attendance at the Conference, I hope that some representative from the Forest Service
will be there. Please make every effort to be in attendance yourself.
1 have studied over the list of campsites on the folder which you sent me. I asked for this with
the view of suggesting to you the sites of additional lean-tos which were not listed in this folder.
I remember what you told me about the Piscataquis County situation, Tlngley’s district, and am
interested to see that all of the lean-tos on this section of the Appalachian Trail are included.
Good work!
I do not have a map which shows the townships for the sites but if there is any difficulty in
identifying the spot, I assume that you will tell me. In Oxford County should there not be listed
the three shelters on the Mahoosuc Range built by the Appalachian Mountain Club, namely the
Speck Pond, Full Goose, sad Carlo Col shelters. You will remember I forwarded to you the letter
from Mr. Sewall who got in touch with the Brown Company and obtained permission from the
Brown Company in this connection. It would seem that they should be listed.
I do not find under “Oxford County” the site on Frye Brook on the Andover-B Hill Road. It also
seems that there are missing the Squirrel Rock Lean-to some three miles west of Me. Highway 5.
In Franklin County there should be the additional lean-to on Saddleback Mountain, Saddleback
Junior, and the one on Spaulding and Sugarloaf, respectively. Farther east there were those built
last year on Jerome Brook, Carrying Place Pond Brook, and Pierce Pond. The other one is on
Moxie Bald Mountain.
You will know how important it is to us to have all of these structures listed in the official
publication and it was for this reason that I thought it opportune to ask you for an extra folder on
which I could check the sites.
I noted your comments about the possibility of fire in connection with the Conference. You will
have seen the monitions that we issued, contained in the Conference program. I should think that
this would meet with approval and I am sending a copy of the program to the fire wardens in the
various sections through which the Trail passes in addition to Mr. Tingley. I hope that he will not
fail to see this.
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Is there anything which can be done with respect to the sites not shown on the campsite folder
which are listed which would make them officially public campsites in the interval before the
issuing of the revision of the folder which I assume will include all of the structures that I have
mentioned.
Whatever became of your plan to have Fred Hutchins make big signs for all of these lean-tos in
this section.
Still hoping to see you at the Conference,
August 10, 1939. James W. Sewall, Consulting Forester, Old Town, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I don't know whether I will be able to get up to the Appalachian Trail meeting or not at Mt.
Katahdin. I am tied up as a witness on a timber suit August 23rd and it breaks in rather badly.
Meanwhile if you need any extra quarters or are interested I think you know about our little
camp on the east side of Katahdin Lake on Twp. 3 Range 8, W.E.L.S. There is bunk room for
four people, plenty of bedding and dishes, and some supplies although it would be wise if any of
your friends go in there to take their food.
Jack Grant, the fire warden at Sandy Stream Depot knows how to get to the camp. One has to
walk about an hour to Cobb's camps on the south side of Katahdin Lake and then can probably
hire a canoe from Cobb to set across to our camp, a matter of l/2 a mile; or walk around a trail
about a mile and a quarter to the camp. The key to the camp is here.
I hope that as you go through you will get an opportunity to stop off and I hope that you will
have a very successful meeting.
We have been hard driven with work which seems to concentrate on us just at present and this
particular engagement of August 23rd is one of course which I cannot break.
{Take this letter as authorization if needed. Sewall may send key.}
August 10, 1939. Jewel Paint & Varnish Co. to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Enclosed herewith is a letter from the Bangor and Aroostook R. R. Co. stating that our shipment
to MacDougal’s Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine, was delivered August 4th.
August 11, 1939. Kenneth E. Jones, Camp DA-9, Andover, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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My side camp crew on the Success pond road returned to camp today having completed
reopening the Appalachian Trail from Spec pond to the New Hampshire line. It was a much
more difficult task than we had at first anticipated. They also opened some of the trails leading
from the Success pond road to the Trail.
While traveling through the town of Byron I inquired about the Sabbath Day pond lean-to and
found that some trees had fallen across the shelter but some one had removed them. The shelter,
they said, was not damaged.
A gentleman called at this camp today and left a copy of "Mountain Climbing in Maine". I was
absent at the time and the clerk did not get his name. He did however mention your name.
If in the future I may be of any assistance to you do not hesitate in getting in touch with me.
August 11, 1939. Marion Park to Mr. Schuetz
Dear Mr. Schuetz:
I am writing this note in haste, as I have many things to do this evening yet before I will be ready
to leave for the Conference tomorrow.
I am enclosing my report and hope it is all right. You will notice that we have $64.00 in the
Maine Guide account, which should be returned to me, if it is convenient for you at this time.
This is enough, except $1.00, to clear up the account for the printing of the Maine Guide. Now,
however, we have to pay for the Supplement.
I find I cannot send you the list of Class “D” members with this report, but will send it when I
come back from the Conference. I have turned my book, with the list, over to Mrs. Williams who
is going to handle the Conference matters while we are away, and I will make a note to send the
list as soon as I get back.
Hoping to see you in Maine next week,
August 12, 1939. [Jean Stephenson?] to Mr. York
You will remember that a group from Washington and Baltimore that are camping have arranged
for a Guide and helper to do the cooking for them, and are to bring up the cooking utensils,
dishes, etc. they will need. For this purpose they are to use the Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club’s set of camping equipment. The man who was to take this is unable to go, and the other
cars have either left or are filled up. So the cooking and eating equipment has been packed in a
trunk and checked through on the ticket of one of the people going up next week.
It was checked yesterday and is supposed to go out right away, so will probably be in
Millinocket by the time this letter reaches you. I am enclosing the claim check for it. It will be at
the station, just as any trunk would be.
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Mr. Heard is looking after the group-campers but he has already left Baltimore and I do not
know how to reach him by mail. If he is at your place when you get this letter, please show this
letter to him and let him arrange to get the trunk and have it brought out to your place. If he is
not there, and Mr. Warner is, show it to Mr. Warner and follow his directions about getting it out.
If Mr. Warner is not there, will you, when you are in Millinocket for supplies, get the trunk, with
the enclosed claim check, and bring it out to your place, so it will be available for use on
Thursday, August 17th. If there is any expense in connection with doing this, make a note of it
and I will see that you are reimbursed for it. I am sorry to bother you with this, but it is essential
that the campers have this trunk and there seems no other way of handling it now.
I will write you to-morrow as to the final number of people to be met at trains, and the days and
times. You will not need to meet the evening train on Thursday.
August 12, 1939. Jean Stephenson to Harry E. Hasey, Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Hasey:
In my recent letter to you I told you that we would want your bus to be at Monson at 1:00 P.M.,
and at Blanchard at l:30 P.M.
Our plans have been somewhat changed due to the limited time. We are not now planning on
going beyond Monson, therefore it will not be necessary for this bus to go to Blanchard at all.
Under these circumstances please have the bus on both September 4 (Labor Day) and September
5, at the Monson Post Office in the center of town, where the Appalachian Trail leaves the
highway, at 1:30 P.M.
I will be traveling with the second party, i.e., on September 5, and if agreeable to you will make
payment by check for both busses at that time. Shall I give this check to the bus driver? If you
want some different arrangement about payment, let me know prior to August 22, addressing me
- c/o York's Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine,
August 14, 1939. George C. Murphy, Principal Foreman, Jefferson Camp P-51, No.
Whitefield, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of August 8th regarding Appalachian Trail work.
Our side camp began work at the top of Saddleback Mt. [aka Baldpate] and worked up Mountain
Brook toward Elephant Mountain. A total of 22 miles.
We have sent your letter to Mr. Winslow who has charge of the side camp and will write you
later as to general condition of the trail.
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August 14, 1939. Jean Stephenson to Mr. York, Twin Pine Camps
Dear Mr. York:
At last I think everyone has decided how they will come to the Conference. Many are driving,
either in their own cars or with friends. So there are comparatively few to be met, and most of
those at one time.
Thursday, August 17: None. (Mr. Warner is bringing out Mr. Avery, Miss Lenderking, and I;
several others are driving their own cars and will arrive during the day. But we need provide no
transportation.)
Friday, August 13: Morning train, arriving 5:58 Eastern Standard Time:
14 people will arrive by this train. Please make arrangements to have them brought to camp.
They will have to get breakfast after getting off the train, before coming out, I suppose. You will
know what is customary in this connection. However, someone should be there when the train
comes in to tell them where they will be met, and what to do.
Expense in this connection will be taken care of by me.
Saturday, August 19:
Morning train, arriving 5:58 Eastern Standard time:
3 people will arrive by this train. Please make similar arrangements for having them met and
brought to camp.
Expense in this connection will be taken care of by me.
Please tell Mrs. York that there will probably be at least seven and maybe ten people there for
lunch on Thursday, and sixteen for supper that night. This will include the three that went early
(I hope they got there safely), Misses Kovar and Tyler and Mr. Gambrill, as well and Mr. Avery,
Miss Lenderking, myself, and a couple that expect to arrive by car that morning. Others will
come in by car during the afternoon.
I think things have been well arranged and we are looking forward to a good time with you.
[Conference expenses] {8 nights and 24 meals except 2 away}
1. Rate per person, to the number of 60, accommodated in cabins
from August 18 (lunch) to August 26 (breakfast)…………………………..…$27.00
2. Rate per person, to the number of {X}, accommodated in cabins
from August 18 (lunch) to August 25 (lunch)…………………....................….$24.50
3. Rate per person to the number of _____accommodated in tents,
taking meals in dining room…………………………………………………….{No tents}
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4. Number of additional temporary toilets to be put in by cabins and in the campground….5
5. Arrangement for providing wood and other charges for the campers per person…….$1.00
6. Cost per person one way for transportation Camps to Millinocket
for one person……………………………………………………………………$5.00
Rate for carload people per person………………………………………………$2.00
(This is to cover the situation of where you might have a carload or some similar thing.)
7. Cost per person per day for people remaining after the expiration of the
Conference period (Assuming that such parties may require packed lunch
of may have lunch at camps.)……………………………………………………$3.50
8. Please check the cabin capacities and retain a carbon of this sheet for guidance in making
arrangements.
9. Cost for extra meals of early arrivals, say for breakfast on the 18th or dinner on the
17th, plus cost of extra night’s lodging for the night before the Conference…….
{Rate of $3.50 per day includes early arrivals conference dates and any guests remaining
after Conference.}
{10. Cost of transportation Greenville Jct. to camp one person—or carload $14.00.}
August 18, 1939. REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, Marion Park,
Appalachian Trail Conference.
The handling of the Conference mail falls to my share of the work as Assistant Secretary. This
includes the filling of orders for Conference publications, answering inquiries of all sorts
concerning the Trail as a whole or certain sections from Maine to Georgia. Often these inquiries
can be answered by sending out the general information leaflet, with the publications dealing
with their particular problem checked for ready reference. In quite a few cases, however, the
inquiry requires an individual reply. We are asked to suggest the most beautiful section of the
Trail for a two weeks' hike; to lay out a route from New York City to some spot in Maine (not on
the Trail) for an artist who wishes to travel 300 miles in two weeks, stopping along the way to
make sketches of the most attractive spots; to furnish suggestions for a tour covering the New
England States; to suggest routes through states through which the Trail does not pass; etc., etc.
There are problems also in the sale of the Conference publications. The order may be for several
of the publications, with one listed at the wrong price. It is then a question whether to send the
entire order and a bill for the balance due, or to hold that particular publication until the balance
is received. Often a dollar is sent for a dollar and a half publication, or fifty cents for, a seventyfive cent publication. Usually we write and ask if they want the publication at the correct price,
and if so, to please remit the balance due.
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There is a steady sale of our publications, after a feature article or any particular section has been
published in a magazine or Sunday newspaper, there is a great increase in the orders for the
Guides which have been mentioned in the article. Therefore, it seems to me that what we should
have is "bigger and better" newspaper articles or magazine stories, but they should be accurate in
all respects, This is emphasized by the fact that in some paper in the middle west, an article
appeared which suggested that we could not only furnish information on the Trail but for tours
through New England as well, including tourist homes, the best hotels, etc,, which resulted in a
flood of requests for such information. These requests could not be ignored, as it was necessary
to furnish the information regarding the Trail, for which they also asked. The Clubs in the
various sections should check carefully, if possible, all publicity articles, to see that the
information is accurate not only as to the facts but also as to the prices of the publications.
As often as possible we answer the inquiries by sending out mimeographed or printed material.
This is not to save the labor of an individual reply, but because such material can be sent at the
rate of a cent and a half for two ounces, whereas a letter costs three cents an ounce. Our postage
bill has been increasing as the Trail becomes better known, and oftentimes these inquiries do not
produce monetary results.
Letters are still coming in from people who plan to hike the entire Trail, and those who want us
to arrange for them to sell articles done en route, but, so far, we have not heard of any who have
actually covered the entire Trail on one continuous hiking trip.
In my report at the last Conference, the suggestion was made that we needed a practical
common-sense pamphlet on what to do or not to do on The Appalachian Trail. There is no
publication available or to which we can refer people that is suitable or satisfactory for the
purpose. The ''Suggested List of Minimum Equipment for Hiking and Camping on The
Appalachian Trail" was first issued as a single page; we sold it for five cents. As a result of an
article by "The Voyageur" in Hunting and Fishing, several hundred orders were received for our
Publication No, 5, "The Appalachian Trail", and this "suggested List of Minimum Equipment".
A publication such as I mentioned would no doubt have a ready sale and fill a long-felt want.
We receive many inquiries for Trail information in the New England States outside Maine. It is
with great regret that I have to inform these people that no information is available from the
Conference for this section of the Trail. We have the manuscript ready for the Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in New England, but have not been able to have it printed for lack of funds.
This Guide is very badly needed. It should be published this fall.
In conclusion, let me say that I have enjoyed this work and have taken great pleasure in being
able to make this contribution to The Appalachian Trail project.
MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
August 19, 1939
Daicev Pond. Mt. Katahdin
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The meeting herein reported was opened by Myron H. Avery, who handed to Mr. Shailer S.
Philbrick, Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, the notice of the meeting of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club to be held at this time and place, duly circulated among the members,
and said that as the senior officer of this organization present, Mr. Philbrick was requested to
preside.
The meeting was then called to order by the presiding officer, Mr. Philbrick. There was duly
noted the presence of a quorum.
The Treasurer's report was read, reporting a balance of $4.01 in the treasury. It was moved,
seconded and carried that the Treasurer's report be accepted and placed on file. Mark Taylor then
gave the Auditor's report, and it was moved, seconded and carried that the Auditor's report be
approved, accepted and filed.
Mr. Avery reported, as Overseer of Trails, that the section of Trail between Katahdin and the
Piscataquis River has been cleared in 1939; that arrangements are being made for the completion
of the shelter chain in this section in keeping with a proposal advanced by B. L. Hadley,
Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National Park; that the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE had been paid for by reason of sales and, by reason of contributions by
members of the Club and others, THE SILVER AISLE has been issued and that there are now
remaining for distribution approximately 300 copies. It was reported that the section of Trail
from York's Camps to Nesowadnehunk Stream has been assigned to Camp Kennebec, under the
direction of Dr. Bruce Beach.
Mr. Avery said that the section of Trail from Nesowadnehunk Stream to the Kennebec River had
been recleared, this year, by funds from the Conference and that we will continue during the
coming years to care for the Trail in this section; that the Trail from the Piscataquis River to the
New Hampshire Line has been cared for by the maintaining organizations and that the hurricane
damage has been largely eliminated by the Deficiency Camp and the CCC Camp. It was moved
and seconded that the report of the Overseer of Trails be accepted, which was unanimously
carried.
Mr. Avery said that the various preliminary steps had been taken looking toward the
incorporation of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, complying with the formalities of the Maine
Statutes. By reason of the notice of the meeting filed by Messrs. Greene, Stubbs, Flynt, Sawyer,
Attwood, Wight, and Avery, a notary public had been duly directed to cause Mr. Flynt to serve
notice of the holding of this meeting at this time and place. The people subscribing to this notice
had also waived the requirement of notice. That procedure complied with the statutory
formalities, said Mr. Avery, and he moved that the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, hitherto
unincorporated, become the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated. The purposes of this
organization shall be to promote the construction and maintenance, in the State of Maine, of a
section of The Appalachian Trail extending from Katahdin to the Maine-New Hampshire
boundary, to be supplemented by side trails and a system of camps at proper intervals, so as to
render accessible for tramping in the wilderness region of Maine through which the Trail route
passes. Mr. Avery stated that later formalities in the incorporation would be cared for by the
proponent.
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It was moved, second and carried, that the Maine Appalachian Trail Club be incorporated as
above.
Mr. Avery then read the Constitution of the unincorporated Club and proposed the adoption of
the Constitution for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated, as follows:
I.
Name
The name of this organization shall be the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated.
II.
Purpose
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote the construction and maintenance, in the
State of Maine, of a section of The Appalachian Trail extending from Katahdin to the MaineNew Hampshire boundary, to be supplemented by side trails and a system of camps at proper
intervals, so as to render accessible for tramping the wilderness region of Maine through which
the Trail route passes.
III
Officers
The officers of this Club shall consist of a President, an indefinite number of Honorary VicePresidents, a Secretary, Treasurer, and an Overseer of Trails, and an Executive Committee of
five in addition to the other named officers. The President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall
perform the duties usually pertaining to such offices. The matter of the location of the Trail, its
route and policies in connection therewith, shall be under the direct supervision of the Overseer
of Trails.
IV.
Membership
The sole qualification for membership in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated, shall
consist in having rendered assistance of an outstanding character to the work, on the Trail in
Maine. There shall be no dues assessed any member. Members shall be elected by vote of a
majority of the officers (excluding the Honorary Vice-Presidents) and Executive Committee,
three of whom shall constitute a quorum. V.
Meetings
The meetings may be held at such times and places as may be called by the President, and, in the
discretion of the President, matters may be submitted to members of the Club for voting by mail.
It was moved by Miss Stephenson, seconded by Dr. Schmeckebier and unanimously carried that
the Constitution as read be adopted.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

219

The matter of membership in the new organization then was in order and the names of the
members of the former organization were read. Mr. Avery then moved the election to
membership of Henry E. Childs and Ben L. Hadley, and placed in nomination the corrected list
as read by the Acting Secretary, which was seconded and carried.
Miss Stephenson nominated for membership in the Club Ted Whitten, which was seconded by
Mark Taylor and carried.
Mr. Boardman spoke of the fact that the State agreed, through Mr. Greaton, to put four signs, two
forward and two aft of each highway intersection across the State. There are some eleven points
at which either Maine highways or secondary roads cross the Trail in the State. These are the
highway signs which Mr. Schmeckebier has worked out. The signs for the State of Maine were
supplied by Mr. Boardman, member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated.
Mr. Avery then moved that a Nominating Committee be appointed to meet and report to the
meeting. The Chairman appointed Myron H. Avery, Kenneth Boardman and Marion Park. The
Nominating Committee presented the minority report by Myron H. Avery, as follows:
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Honorary Vice-Presidents
Overseer of Trails
Directors

Publicity Director

Walter D. Greene
J. Frank Schairer
Marion Park
James W. Sewall
George J. Stobie
Waldo N. Seavey
Shailer S. Philbrick
Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Robert G. Stubbs
Helon N. Taylor
Charles H. Warner
Jean Stephenson

Mr. Boardman presented the majority report, including the above nominations and Overseer of
Trails - Myron H. Avery, of Lubec, Maine. It was moved by Dr. Schmeckebier that the majority
report be accepted and that the Secretary be directed to cast a ballot for the election of the
officers, which was seconded and carried.
After the conclusion of the meeting, it was noted that there were some matters relating to the
procedure for the incorporated club which had not been provided for by adoption of the
constitution of the unincorporated club and it was felt that the functioning of the organization
would be facilitated if these matters were cared for at this time. The Constitution provides that, in
the discretion of the President, matters may be submitted to members of the Club for voting by
mail. Accordingly, at the direction of the President, we submit for voting by members of the
Club the following addition to Article 3 as an amendment to the Constitution:
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3. Vacancies in such offices in the intervals of meetings of the Club, as hereinafter
provided, shall be filled by a majority vote of the Executive Committee. The President
shall appoint such committees as may be necessary for the proper functioning of the Club.
Article 5 is to be amended to read as follows:
5. Meetings may be held at such times and places as may be called by the President, and,
in the discretion of the President, matters may be submitted to the officers of the Club
(excluding the Honorary Vice-Presidents) for voting by mail, a majority of the votes
received by mail, within the time designated by the notice for voting on such proposals
and in the manner designated in such proposals, shall be determinative of such proposals.
At the end of this report is a form for voting on the Amendments to the Constitution here
enclosed. The votes will be counted on December 1, 1939.
*****
A copy of the report of these minutes is being circulated to all members of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and unless objections are received by the Secretary by December 1, 1939,
the minutes will be considered a true and correct record of the transactions related therein.
Also attached is a List of Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.; if you note any
errors or omissions, please advise the Treasurer, Miss Marion Park, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C., by December 1, 1939, or otherwise the list will be considered correct.
The following are proposed for membership in the Club:
Dr. Bruce Beach, 110 Schoolhouse Lane, Ardmore, Pennsylvania - by Myron H. Avery. Dr.
Bruce is Director of Camp Kennebec which is maintaining a section of Trail from York's Twin
Pine Camps to Nesowadnehunk Stream.
Mr. Stillman Johnston, Skowhegan, Maine - by Helon N. .Taylor, Mr. Johnston is the fire
warden on Mt. Bigelow and takes care of a section of Trail.
Dr. Robert B. Sosman, 117 West Dudley Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey - by
Marion Park. Dr. Sosman wrote the article on the Geology of the Trail from Mt. Bigelow to the
Maine-New Hampshire Line which is included in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE (third edition).
NOTE: The Treasurer reports that the incorporation papers of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, Incorporated, have been completed and lodged with the Secretary of State within the time
required by the Statute.
Marion Park
Secretary Pro Tem.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Dr. J. F. Schairer, Secretary,
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.,
2801 Upton Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.

______________________________

Dear Dr. Schairer:
I am (not) in favor of amending the Constitution by the addition to Article 3 as stated on page 4
herein.
I am (not) in favor of amending the Constitution by having Article 5 read as stated on page 4
herein.
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
LIST OF MEMBERS
OF THE
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
Name
Attwood, Stanley B.
Avery, Myron H.
(Overseer of Trails)
Beach, Dr. Bruce
Blackwell, Herbert
Boardman, K.S.
Childs, H. E.
Coe, Harry B.
Comey, Arthur C.
Conger, Harold C.
Davis, Harry W.
Davis, Lyman
Dorsey, Mary
Eckstorm, Mrs. Fannie Hardy
Fox, John P.
Flynt, Roy H.
Gorham, George B.

Address
Box 165
United States Maritime
Commission, Washington,
D.C.
110 Schoolhouse Lane
Watchman, Mt. Bigelow
Securities & Exchange
Commission
335 Pleasant Street
Maine Publicity Bureau
Abbott Building, Harvard
Square

2001 Jefferson Street
Wilson Street
440 Richmond Avenue

City
Lewiston, Maine
Lubec, Maine
Ardmore, Penn.
Stratton, Maine
Washington, D.C.
Rumford, Rhode Island
Portland, Maine
Cambridge, Massachusetts
(D.C.)
Monson, Maine
Monson, Maine
Wilmington, Delaware
Brewer, Maine
Maplewood, New Jersey
Augusta, Maine
West Haven, Connecticut
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Greene, Walter D.
(President)
Gray, Roy A.
Hadley, Ben L.
Heard, Osborne O.
Hunt, Gordon
Hutchins, Fred L.
Jackman, A.H.
Johnston, Stillman
Lord, Elwood
Martin, George C.
Park, Marion (Treasurer)
Philbrick, Shailer S.
(Director)
Phillips, Frank E.
Robb, Vivian
Sawyer, Prof. W.H.
(Director)
Schairer, J.F. (Secretary)
Schmeckebier, L.F.
Sewall, James W.
(Honorary Vice President)
Smart, C. Lloyd
Sosman, Dr. R.B.
Stephenson, Jean
(Publicity director)
Sterling, Ralph
Stobie, George J.
(Honorary Vice President)
Sawtelle, Clair
Seavey, Waldo N.
(Honorary Vice President)
Stubbs, Robert G.
(Director)
Taylor, Helon N.
(Director)
Taylor, Mark
Thomas, Charles P.
Warner, Charles H.
(Director)
Wight, Dan
Williams, Mrs. Chas. W.
Wing, Viles
Winter, Earland S.
Whitten, Ted

Edgewater Rest
Bayside, L.I., New York

Sebec Lake, Maine

5814 Sixth Street, N.W.
87 South Fremont Street

New Vinyard, Maine
Bar Harbor, Maine
Baltimore, Maryland
Rangeley, Maine
Stratton, Maine
Chevy Chase, Maryland
Skowhegan, Maine
Monson, Maine
Caratunk, Maine
Washington, D.C.
Bellevue, Pennsylvania

1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W.
Bates College

Kingfield, Maine
Washington, D.C.
Lewiston, Maine

Acadia National Park
3940 Lowndes Avenue
6302 Hillcrest Place
Fire Warden, Mt. Bigelow

2801 Upton Street, N.W.
440 Dexter Street, N.W.

117 West Dudley Avenue
The Conard, 13th and I Streets,
N.W.
Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Game

Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.
Old Town, Maine
Stratton, Maine
Westfield, New Jersey
Washington, D.C.
Caratunk, Maine
Augusta, Maine

Forest Commissioner

Mahwah, New Jersey
Augusta, Maine

Forest Supervisor

Augusta, Maine

Game Warden

Eustis, Maine

1705 Newton Street, N.E.
804 Bonifant Street
764 Rock Street

Washington, D.C.
Silver Spring, Md.
Fall River, Mass.

32 High Street
901 Union Trust Building
Chief Fire Warden
Game Warden

Auburn, Maine
Washington, D.C.
Flagstaff, Maine
Kingfield, Maine
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine
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August 21, 1939. George C. Murphy, Principal Foreman, Jefferson Camp P-51, No.
Whitefield, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have talked with Mr. Harry Winslow, the foreman in charge of the Trail work which we did
from our side camp, and he is of the opinion that the trail where he has seen it is in very good
condition, except for paint. There are a few more or less blind spots that would be improved by
painting.
{Copy: Helon Taylor, Sawyer, Greene, Attwood, Hunt, Sawtelle, Warner}
August 22-23. KATAHDIN TRIP
Ruby Anderson
Helen Besley
Ruth Blackburn
Cecil Brolyer
Louise Burrowes
Genevieve Conner
Jessie Dempster
Katherine Fulkerson
Jewell Glass
Harry Roulberg
Geraldine Judy
Ruth Lenderking
Robert S. Monahan
Marion Park
Mirima Rittenhouse
F. F. Schuetz
Esther Sosman
Murry Stevens
Jocelyn Tyler
{Helon Taylor}
{[?]}

William B. Arnold
George Beta
Kenneth S. Boardman
Florence Burner
Thomas Burrowes
Laurence Curl
David Dick
Lawrence Gage
Madeline Hasnny
Katharine Rover
Marian Lapp
C. F. Mersch
Howard Olmstead
Pauline Poffenberger
Vivian Robb
Robert B. Sosman
Leoloa Stahl
Dorothy Swift
Margaret Willis
{Ted Whitten}

Myron H. Avery
G. F. Blackburn
Helen Bowers
Kathrine Burr
Robert S. Chur
Paul Davis
Ridsdale Ellis
Wilson Gambrill
Mary Holland
Harlean James
Adah Lee
Anna Miller
Laura Osgood
Frances Reinhold
Edna Rousseau
Edward C. Sosman
Jean Stephenson
Mark Taylor
{John Willis}
{O. O. Heard}

August 23, 1939. Paul Attwood, Prentiss & Carlisle, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed is a print of one of your Appalachian Trail sections. As we are preparing several small
maps for the Arrow Guide book of Maine over the trail sections, we would appreciate it very
much if you would check the locations shown and bring them up to correction as of this fall.
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We understand the publishers of the Arrow Guide are going to include an article in their
forthcoming issue on mountain climbing and trails in Maine. The plans we are preparing for
them will, in part, support this article.
August 28, 1939. Don H. Stimpson, General Agent, The Mutual Benefit Life Insurance
Company of Newark New Jersey, The Maine Agency, Portland, Maine, to Jean Stephenson
Dear Madam:
Referring to your letter of July 1st, from what I have read of your Appalachian Trail Conference
activities I believe I would like to identify myself with the organization if possible.
For your information, I am 40 years of age, married, have two children, Janet, age 16, John, age
12, both of whom are Maine Woods fans like myself.
Having been born in the town of Patten, on a farm from which one of the best views of Mt.
Katahdin is obtained, I have been a lover of the mountain area all my life. I have made many
trips to Katahdin and have several reels of moving pictures of these trips. The children
accompanied me on the last two.
I am not familiar with the Appalachian Trail other than the Hunt Trail on Katahdin. I am not only
interested in the mountains, but fishing and rover [river?] canoeing in that area have also been
among my principal hobbies.
If you are interested in my business affiliations, I will say that I was in educational work acting
as principal of secondary schools In Northern Maine for a period of nine years, and for the past
thirteen years have been Life Insurance Representative in Maine, Agency Organizer for the New
York Life insurance Company for three years, Agency Director of the New York Life Insurance
Company for Worcester County, Massachusetts for seven years, returning to my native state on
January 1st, 1939, as General Agent of the Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company, office at the
above address, and residence in a home which we have recently purchased at Cape Cottage
Woods, cape Elizabeth, Maine.
I was educated in Patten Academy, Bates college, where I won membership in the Delta Sigma
Ro national debating and oratorical society, of which I am still a member.
In my present business I have qualified for a degree of Chartered Life Underwriter, having
successfully passed the last examination last June. I am also affiliated with the Masonic Order
and a member of the South Portland Kiwanis Club.
The above I believe are the highlights, if any. I will very much appreciate formal application for
membership. Check for $5.00 is enclosed.
P.S. For years I have been looking for a good photograph of Mt. Katahdin taken from Katahdin
Lake, suitable for enlargement. The best one I have seen is the one which appears on the cover of
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the January Issue of Appalachian Trailway News. Kindly advise me whether it will be possible
to secure a print of this photo.
{For your information. Do you know anything about him? Unless I hear from you to the contrary
will write him he is being preferred for membership. Jean.}
AUGUST, 1939. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CONFERENCE
This meeting - the ninth - of The Appalachian Trail Conference is probably its most unique and
distinctive. This character is perhaps created by the surroundings of this meeting, its informality,
its semi-camping nature and the opportunity to appreciate, at first hand, some of the intangible
factors which we hope make this project a definite and permanent contribution to our American
social system. This meeting also represents a sort of a pilgrimage--The Appalachian Trail
Conference has come to what is for many of us the Mecca of our Appalachian Trail travels Katahdin, northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail, one of its outstanding features, bestknown and best-esteemed of our eastern mountains and still warranting Theodore Winthrop’s
enthusiastic, almost century-old appellation of “the best mountain in the wildest wild to be had
on this side of the continent”. This meeting is further distinctive as the first to be held after the
initial opening of the entire Appalachian Trail--originally completed on August 14, 1937, when a
CCC detachment cut through the last two miles on the spruce and fir crest of Mt. Spaulding in
western Maine.
The primary significance of this meeting, however, is its marking of a distinct epoch in
Appalachian Trail history. Initially, perhaps, the project was a mere physical route, the
uniqueness of which lay in its almost endless character. Such a project, in itself, necessarily
would develop numerous factors of great value. However, the vagaries of changing economic
conditions made apparent the necessity for a carefully formulated program for the protection and
permanence of this route. This has been our problem for the past four years. And its answer—
The Appalachian Trailway—marks the beginning of the second era—and it may be termed as the
specific conservation policy of this organization. This plan has become too well known to
require here more than comment on its significance. From a mere trail, there has evolved a
narrow, restricted, isolated area, devoted solely to the interests of those who would travel and
camp in the wilderness. In this zone will be preserved—in so far as possible—the wilderness
stripped only of its forbidding aspects—which our forefathers knew. This is indeed a distinct
type of recreational area and should be recognized as such. In the federally-owned lands, this
zone is some two miles in width; in the state-owned lands it is of a lesser area. Conservatively,
within the next decade, we may expect this protection to have been conferred upon some 1200
miles of the 2,050-mile route. To this agreement, in addition to the moving parties—the National
Park Service and the United States Forest Service—all the fourteen states along the route and
their subdivisions have adhered—with one exception. We may hope that the presence of these
delegates and the tribute thereby paid to Maine’s recreational opportunities will soon permit us to
say that there is no exception and that all the states have adhered to the creation of this unusual
area.
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It, therefore, behooves us fully to appreciate the real significance of this recognition afforded our
special interests and not to fail to make due acknowledgment of our obligations to the federal and
state authorities in this connection. In all fair-mindedness, we can do no less.
With such a development, it perhaps would be a more readily grasped explanation of this project,
were it formally known as The Appalachian Trailway rather than, as previously, The
Appalachian Trail.
The execution of this agreement has, very naturally, furnished increased impetus toward the
improvement of the Trail in the publicly-owned areas. The resulting projects are too numerous to
be reviewed here; they have been reported elsewhere to the Conference. The benefits attendant
upon the discussion of these matters at the Marion, Virginia, and at Amherst Massachusetts
meetings, held in February and March of 1939 suggest the wisdom of periodic local meetings of
Conference officials with federal and state authorities.
Two other matters, connected with the development of the Trail on publicly-owned areas, should
be noted here. These relate to direction signs and to lean-tos. The first, signs, is now a practically
completed item. The Forest Service, in the Southern Appalachians, has installed, with most
commendable promptness, the signs, as designated on the Conference Master Sign List, for
highway crossings and major intersections. Similar results are to be obtained in the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. The necessity for such signs, as on essential part of any trail system is
too apparent for comment. Unfortunately, in many privately-owned sections, such signs are
totally missing; perhaps this review of the situation will stimulate the sponsors of unmarked
areas. Mr. Schmeckebier’s highway crossing marker should also tend to further improvement of
this situation.
Probably as much attention has been devoted to the completion of the lean-to chain along the
Trail as to any single problem. When it is pointed out that since the 1937 Conference some 14
structures have been built so that there are now 127 lean-tos or shelters along the entire route, the
real progress in this direction can hardly be evaluated in terms of the number of shelters built.
Much of the essential preliminary work is now producing results; definite plans have been made
in the various national Forests and Parks and authorizations secured. The next two years should
manifest the real results of these labors in a well-near continuous shelter chain on the publiclyowned lands. The publication by the Conference of working plans for an Appalachian Trail
Lean-to has been a marked contribution. No one state yet has a continuous shelter chain. Maine,
however, is well to the fore with 19 structures in two unbroken continuous sections. Next year,
when the problems of hurricane damage are behind us, we shall ask the CCC - to which we owe
much of The Appalachian Trail in this state - to eliminate with some 8 structures the 100-mile
gap between Nahmakanta Lake and Moxie Bald Mountain. Thus, if Maine has lagged in
adhering to the Appalachian Trailway Agreement, she may yet out-spurt her rivals to the tape in
completing the shelter chain across the State.
This review of the status of The Appalachian Trailway project leads to the major problem which
confronts the Conference. This, I fear, is one for which no empiric solution can be urged. This is
the future of the Trail on privately-owned land. Changed economic conditions, lumbering, fire
and, regrettably, sometimes antagonism created in more populous centers, present a discouraging
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cycle of near catastrophes. Herein lies the responsibility of the maintaining organizations. In its
inception, The Appalachian Trail was a voluntary amateur recreational project. Only to the
uncounted-on increase of publicly-owned land is to be ascribed the fact that it could ultimately
be brought to completion. This is the problem which will ever be with us - the condition of the
Trail on privately-owned land. As the Trail grows in reputation and quality, so may its
recognition lead to a lessening of these problems. An improperly marked, neglected or badly
maintained section of Trail menaces the entire project. It is not a mere local matter. We all know
the practical difficulties of establishing a system of methodical supervised maintenance; it is easy
enough to develop enthusiasm to initially open a route; maintenance is a responsibility and,
unfortunately, often quite another story. As far as possible, some contribution to the solution of
this problem is a major item of the agenda of this meeting. We recognize that here there is less
opportunity for a definite solution; it will be real progress, however, if we can drive home the
seriousness of this issue. I have no hesitation in saying that, in the degree that the sponsoring
organizations maintain the Trail on privately-owned land, lies the future of this project.
Perhaps some of this difficulty can be traced to a failure of some trail sponsors to appreciate
what standard Appalachian Trail is and what Trail users from other sections are entitled to expect.
Distinct progress in Trail maintenance has been made in the past two years but much more is
required. This is perhaps a problem of education in trail technique. Familiarity and travel in other
sections will help. The Conference, as far as its limited resources have permitted, during the past
two years has supplied to all maintaining organizations literature specifically enumerating what
good trail standards require. Standardization tends toward improved trail marking and
maintenance. We appreciate in this connection the action of the New York-New Jersey Trail
Conference in adopting, in 1939, the Appalachian Trail Conference’s standard practice. We may
hope that its example will stimulate an abandonment of the few remaining individualistic
practices of other groups.
Of course, in our efforts toward more responsible and improved maintenance there is one
essential factor which can be overlooked only with unfortunate consequences. All this work is
entirely voluntary. No one can be physically compelled to conform to standards. Therein, of
course, lies the essential weakness of any association based on voluntary cooperation.
This problem cannot be over-emphasized. Many sections require the enlistment of new workers
to replace those whose interest has become academic. Definitely we need to enlist the coming
generation. Perhaps, in addition to unceasing emphasis on the problem of improved trail
maintenance, these measures which, after some considerable thought I am bringing before the
Conference will at least serve as an initial step. These suggestions are:
The creation, within the Conference, of some machinery for obtaining periodically from the
maintaining organization or individual a report, specifying in detail the condition of each section
of the Trail and the work done thereon. This necessarily will require considerable
correspondence and such an activity should be distinct and separate from the duty of other
Conference officials. There are many reasons for this. Temporarily, a Vice-Chairman in charge
of this specific duty might be created. I have already circulated among the Board a form of report.
Sections where, from the report, it is apparent that the Trail is in sub-standard condition or is
being inadequately maintained, could be reported to the Board and duly publicized. Some
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sections, such as in the White and Green Mountains, where The Appalachian Trail utilizes a preexisting trail system of more local importance, would, of course, have to be excluded from such
a system. This plan is of course somewhat dependent upon the initiative of the supervising
official and the cooperation of the maintaining organizations. At least, it should bring to light
sub-standard areas.
There is a further need in the Conference of an enlarged publication fund. Apart from greater
convenience and efficiency, it appears that the Conference will have to assume the continuation
of the series of Guides to the Trail (except the New York-New Jersey area) as well as the other
required literature. Each printing of a Guide practically ties up for some time our limited
publication fund of $250. Had funds been available, we could have issued this year the much
needed Guide to the Appalachian Trail In New England which has been out of print for over two
years. The manuscript and maps have been prepared and ready for printing since June. We had
hoped that the New England Trail Conference would be able to issue the second edition as it did
the first; to this end, the manuscript was placed at its disposal. Unfortunately, the reduced
activities of this organization had produced a situation where it could not assume the cost of
publication, so the problem remains. It is imperative that this series of five Guides to the entire
Trail - a carefully developed plan - be maintained and that the Guides be always available. Such
publicity is necessary for increased use of the Trail and the improved maintenance which will
result through the stimulus of use and knowledge.
There is one further matter. To date, except in northern Virginia, Maryland and southern
Pennsylvania, inadequate attention has been given to the possibility of the building of shelters on
privately-owned land by the CCC. The conditions and requirements in this connection have been
set forth in numerous communications. This program is of paramount importance north of the
Potomac River. Each member of the incoming Board should explore the possibility of such
activity in his section. This is an opportunity which may be all too fleeting.
This, in brief, completes the resume of my stewardship of the past two years. I have stressed the
paramount problems. Some of these are probably only temporary. I have devoted perhaps more
time to the individual trees than to the magnificence of the forest as a whole. But let it not be
understood that we do not feel keenly the presence of the forest. The Appalachian Trail or
Trailway is entirely a voluntary amateur project. Those who serve its purposes receive no
compensation or reimbursement for their efforts or expenses incurred therein. Their labors are a
contribution to the project; the pleasure in accomplishment is their only return. Perhaps this is
too much an understatement. We serve not alone our own purposes. If a wilderness area in the
Atlantic States is of any value, not alone for us but for those who come after us, then we too have
contributed to that end.
In my mind, as fresh today as when one of Maine’s most distinguished educators read it to a
college literature class two decades ago, is this phrase from the diary of a thirteenth century
monk. "loved the woods, places wild .and forlorn." Thus, if in the course of years there is created
in our eastern Atlantic States a wilderness strip which we travel today on foot and tomorrow
along the trails of memory, we have no more to ask or to seek.
Undated. 1939. [Jean Stephenson?] to Charlie Warner
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Dear Charlie Warner:
Plans are being changed. I do not have the details clear so will leave it to Myron to explain. I
understand he is writing you.
About the number coming, and bags:
Please add to the list I gave you the following:
John Webber
Helon Taylor
Ted Whitten
O. O. Heard

Making a total of 61.

Please hold blankets enough for the following, as they have no bags:
Mary Bowers
Pauline Poffenberger
Adah Lee
John Webber
One other (forget name just now and can’t find note)
Total of five
There will be a total of 61 sleeping at Chimney Pond and there for breakfast and dinner. I am
sending around my one-man tent and I will see you soon.
1939 Conference
MEMBERS OF THE P.A.T.C. ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE WHO ARE NOT
VOTERS IN SOME OTHER CAPACITY
Ruby Anderson*
Louise Barrowes
Paul S. Davis
Lawrence A. Gage*
Marian E. Lapp*
Laura M. Osgood*
Leola M. Stahl*
Margaret Willis*

William B. Arnold
Katharine Burr*
H. C. Dickinson
Jewell J. Glass
Adah Lee
Francis Reinhold
Dorothy R. Swift*

George F/ Bets*
Robert D. Chew*
Maurice C. Fleming
Madeline Haenny*
Ruth B. Mersch*
Vivian Robb*
Mark Taylor*

G. F. Blackburn*
A, Laurance Curl*
Madeline C. Fleming
Geraldine V. Judy*
Howard S. Olmstead*
Edna P. Rousseau*
Jocelyn Tyler*

* indicates is officer, or committee chairman or committee member in P.A.T.C.
MEMBERS OF P.A.T.C. ATTENDING CONFERENCE WHO ARE VOTERS IN SOME
OTHER CAPACITY
Myron Avery
K. S. Boardman

Chairman
Member A.T.C.
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Ridsdale Ellis
Kathryn Fulkerson
Harlean James
Marion Park
L. F. Schmeckebier
Jean Stepheonson
Charles H. Warner

Member A.T.C.
Member A.T.C.
Secretary
Asst. Secretary
Member A.T.C.
Member A.T.C.
Member A.T.C.

Mark Taylor
Jocelyn Tyler
Vivian Via
Charles H. Warner
William R. White
Margaret Willis
Viles Wing
{Officers
8
ATC members 11 + 3 guests
MATC
5
AMC
4
GMC
2
Phil.
1
MCM
9
PATC
28 + 3 guests
Roanoke
5
GaATC
5
77
Katahdin Club 1 + 1 guest
Guests
5

Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
Roanoke App. Tr. Club
Member, Appalachian Trail Conf.
Roanoke App. Tr. Club
Potomac Appalachian Tr. Club
Maine Appalachian Tr. Club
{Voters}
8
11
5
1
2
1
5
23
5
1
64

77 – 6 – 7 = 90}
August, 1939. News clipping: Appalachian Trail Parley Hears Myron H. Avery
Myron H. Avery, admiralty attorney of the United States Maritime Commission, who is
president of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club here, presided today as chairman of the ninth
Biennial Appalachian Trail Conference at Katahdin, Me.
Officers and members of 25 organizations affiliated with the conference, including the local club,
are participating in the conference to commemorate the formal completion of the Appalachian
Trail, which extends 2,050 miles from Maine to Georgia. Delegates were registered from 14
States and the District of Columbia.
Robert Fechner, director of the Civilian Conservation Corps, was to address the conference today
on the far-flung participation of his organization in trail maintenance.
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Mr. Avery has hiked the entire distance of the Appalachian Trail and is well known for his
articles on Katahdin, the Appalachian Trail and the Maine woods. He is a registered Maine guide.
R. Aubrey Bogley of the American Red Cross, Washington, is on the schedule today for a
demonstration of canoe technique and life saving. Miss Jean Stephenson of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club also is on the program as chairman of the Reservation Committee for the
conference.
Among other Washingtonians at the conference are Miss Harlean James, executive secretary of
the American Planning and Civic Association; Miss Ruby Anderson, assistant secretary of the
Washington club; Miss Kathryn Fulkerson, local secretary; Marian E. Lapp, local treasurer;
Robert S. Monahan of the United States Forest Service and Mr. and Mrs. L. F. Schmeckebier.
August, 1939.

LIST OF NEGATIVES IN
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB RECORDS

1001 – Tableland; Northwest Basin (1926; copy of E.S.C. Smith)
1002 – Hamlin’s Model of Katahdin
1003 – Katahdin from Stacyville (Copy of print by Dawson; 1916)
1004 – Twilight in the Wilderness (copy of Photograph from Church Exhibition)
1005 – The Owl (Williamson); Lunksoos House (Rogers); Lunksoos Mtn. (Rogers).
1006 –
1007 - Twilight in the Wilderness (copy of Photograph from Church Exhibition)
1008 – 1939 Maine Highway Map (with A.T. route)
1009 – A.T.C. Map of Maine (used in Maine Guide)
1010 – Katahdin to East Branch Penobscot Map (used in Maine Guide)
1011 – Katahdin Region Map
1012 – Doubletop from Kidney Pond; Gov. Brewster’s card of Katahdin from Pitman’s Camps.
1013 – Lunksoos Mtn. (Rogers); Lunksoos Camp (Rogers).
1014 – Katahdin from Sandy Stream (Dawson); Katahdin from Mouth of Abol Stream
(Witherle); Saddle Rock on Abol Trail (Witherle).
1015 – Hunt Spur on Katahdin; Mt. Coe (Williamson).
1016 – Ripogenus Lake (Winthrop’s Life in the Open Air); Ripogenus Dam; Ripogenus Gorge;
The Brothers from Mt. Coe; The Brothers from Tableland.
1017 – Barren-Chairback Range Map (used in Maine Guide, 3rd edition)
1018 – Whitecap Range Map (used in Third edition Maine Guide).
1019 – Sketch Map—Katahdin Trails; Katahdin from Sentinel Mtn. (Smith)
{Copy Miss Robb 8/7/39; Copy is Part 11D Eleventh Katahdin.}
CONDENSED AND COMBINED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
NINTH APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE, held at
Daicey Pond, Maine, August, 1940 [sic], and of the
TRIPS DOWN THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL following it.
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Received
Registration fee
General expense for Conference
Cabin expense, York’s
Camping fee, York’s
Katahdin trip
Transportation in to York’s
Transportation out
Extra time at York’s
Camps on trips
Guidebooks
Miscellaneous
Boats, extras at camps, etc.
Trail work and tools
Miscellaneous (printing, postage,
etc.
Transportation out, Berry’s
Bus to Early’s and back
Change from long to short trip
Bus to Bangor
Miscellaneous items not for
Conference but passing thru
accounts (Paid to proper person)
Cooperative camping group
Overpayments
Appalachian Trail Conf:
Extra Guidebooks
Class D member dues
Trailway News Subs.
Totals
Received from:
Treasurer, Appalachian Trail
Conference
Jean Stephenson to offset refund
Final total of receipts
Total expenditures

Refunded

88.00

7.00

1581.75
43.75
301.20
64.00
21.50
121.00
1201.50
63.00
229.00

143.25
5.00
27.00
12.00
8.50

50.00
40.50
32.00
22.50

1.00

Net
Receipts
81.00

75.50

10.00
8.70

3.00
10.00
1.25
3893.95

3.00
10.00
1.25
344.20

91.90

1438.50
38.75
274.50
53.00
13.00
121.00
1126.00
63.00
229.00

1437.00
33.00
247.57
44.00
11.00
105.00
1191.50
63.00

49.00
40.50

24.00
21.00

22.50

35.00

3549.75

3557.51

32.00

10.00
8.70

Expenses

79.75
150.07
23.72

6.76
1.00
3901.71

7.76
3557.51

3557.51

Respectfully submitted, Jean Stephenson, Chairman, Reservations Committee
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL TRIPS
INSTRUCTIONS TO LEADERS OF GROUPS
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l. Each trip leader will weigh packs before leaving at Daicey Pond, with the view of advising
people the weight they are carrying, so that they can make reductions to keep packs close to 12
pounds.
2. Check each person's equipment to ascertain whether they have matches, any kind of fire
material, and some emergency food (either small can of beans or half pound of chocolate, or
equivalent).
3. See that some person carries one of the three first aid outfits assigned to your party and that
each person in the group knows where the first aid outfit is.
4. Prior to the starting of each day's trip, the leader should give some outline of the day's travel
and the particular features along the route.
5. The leaders should be the first to arrive at the camp, see the proprietor, advise him if there are
any changes in the number of people of in the party from those sent in by Miss Stephenson, and
make arrangements so that, as people come in, they will be assigned to cabin space.
6. Leaders will need to caution groups that they must be on time in the morning for breakfast and
on time for the evening meal.
7. Leaders should be sure that camp proprietors will have lunches arranged so that party can start
immediately after breakfast and not be delayed on that score.
8. All bills are to be settled by Miss Stephenson. Every camp proprietor understands this.
9. Where possible, Avery will telephone back around seven o'olock to the second section. No. 2
section should telephone before seven o’clock to the third section, so that any developments, etc.
may be relayed to Avery time of conversation with second party at seven o'clock. It is impossible
to telephone from Berry's to Potter’s direct and possibly back to Nahmakanta.
10. The lay-over day at Nahmakanta Lake involves being taken to the foot of the lake by boat
and walking back to Nahmakanta Camps (7 miles). (Be sure to take the side trail (.1 m.) to
Wadleigh Pond - good lunch spot.) The next day's trip starts at the foot of the lake and goes
through to Potter's, omitting White House Camps. The lay-over day at Potter’s offers an
alternative of a trip up Joe Mary Mountain or a canoe trip or boat trip on the lake which Mr.
Avery will arrange with Mr. Potter on arrival at Joe Mary. Leaders should consult Mr. Potter to
see what the preceding party has done and the possibilities.
11. At Berry’s Camps leaders should report to Mr. Berry the number of people to be taken out,
so that they can start immediately the next morning.
12. Suggest each party should make the following side trips:
Daicey Pond to Rainbow Lake
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The side trips to Big and Little Niagara Falls and on to Rainbow Mountain.
Nahmakanta Lake to Potter’s
Side trip to Potaywadjo Ridge
Potter’s to Berry’s
All blue-blazed side trails except Joe Mary Mountain
13. For the Gulf Hagas circuit on the lay-over at Long Pond, consult Mr. Perham as to the way
that the preceding party took the trip. It may be that they will go by boat to the north shore of
Long Pond and follow the blue-blazed trail to Pleasant River, making a circuit back to The
Hermitage.
14. The Chairback-Barren, Long Pond, Dore’s Program. This needs to be carefully understood
to prevent any mix-up. All three groups each spend two nights at Perham’s Camps, doing the
Gulf Hagas circuit, previously referred to, on the lay-over. Group 1 and Group 2, on leaving
Perham’s Camps, go half the length of the Chairback-Barren Range and take the side trail down
to Dore’s Camps. Group 1 alone follows the side trail back to the Chairback-Barren Range and
comes to Bodfish Farm on September 3rd. Group 1 spends the night of September 3rd at Earley’s
Camps on Sebec Lake. Group 2, in view of the fact that it is necessary to be at Bodfish Farm by
noon, should follow the blue-blazed trail from Dore’s Camps down to Bodfish Farm. Since the
same bus which Group 1 will use for the transportation from Monson or Blanchard, wherever the
party happens to be on the afternoon of September 4th, is also the transportation which will be
utilized to take Group 2 from Bodfish Farm, Avery in Group 1 will see that this bus is at Bodfish
Farm at noon, standard, on September 4th. Group 2 should allow three hours to walk from
Dore’s to Bodfish Farm and remain at Bodfish Farm. There will not be time to go up on
Boarstone unless you make an extraordinarily early start from Dore’s and allow two hours for
the side trip to Boarstone, which, however, is outstanding. There will be no need to come back to
Bodfish Farm; you can get the bus where the trail leaves the highway to go to Boarstone. You
can remain at the highway but twelve o’clock, standard, is the deadline at Bodfish Farm.
Group 3 omits Dore’s Camps and gets only the southern half of the Chairback-Barren Range.
From Perham’s Camps, this third group will be taken by boat to Dore’s Camps. It will follow the
side trail to the Chairback-Barren Range and come over Barren Mountain down to Bodfish Farm.
Here some transportation to Earley's Camps on Sebec Lake will be arranged. It is necessary to be
at Bodfish Farm at four P.M. This will be the same transportation arranged for the first group and
they will see to it that the bus is back at Bodfish Farm at four P.M. on September 4th. The next
day the third group will return to little Wilson Bridge and walk, through to Monson, where the
bus will be at 1 P.M., standard. If time is available, the party can go to Blanchard where the bus
will be at 1:30 P.M.
The cost of the hired bus will be averaged over the entire groups and Miss Stephenson will
collect the required amount from each person before leaving Daicey Pond.
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15. The enclosed leaflet is to be handed to each person on your trip:
DIRECTIONS FOR THE MAINE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL HIKE
1. Do not at any time go ahead of the leader.
2. Do not at any time fall behind the rear guard.
3. If you leave the Trail for any purpose whatever, place your pack in the Trail so that the rear
guard will remain there until you return.
4. Each person's pack will be checked before leaving Daicey Pond to determine if they have
matches and emergency food.
5. Side trails will not be blocked off. You must watch the Trail markings. In the event that you
do not see a Trail blaze for quarter of a mile, watching either side, consider whether you may
have missed the route and return to perhaps find some intersection you have overlooked. If by
any chance you think that you are lost, above everything else, DO NOT TRAVEL. REMAIN
WHERE YOU ARE. Someone will be back for you that evening. The danger in becoming lost is
attempting to find yourself. Stay where you are.
6. The following regulations with respect to smoking, to which each registrant has subscribed,
will be in effect:
There will be no smoking while traveling on the trails.
Stops beside water will be made at appropriate intervals at the direction of the leader,
where smoking while resting may be indulged in, unless fire conditions prevent.
There will be no lunch fires lighted at noon.
By these precautions you will adhere to the regulations of the Maine Laws. We have been told
that considerable attention has been focused on the Conference people and their observation of
fire precautions. It is vital that each person adhere strictly to these directions.
Undated. Myron Avery to Jean Stephenson, on York’s Twin Pine Camps Stationery [Very
difficult-to-read hand-writing. Probably written during the 1939 Conference.]
Jean:
Marion told me that Miss Holland wanted to see her about something perhaps and she (Marion)
said she would need to see you. I fear I may have set the stage for this. [???] persisted in trying to
lead and I tried to explain to him that we had a different system. The lady later wanted to take me
to task but I didn’t want say anything except cautiously and briefly. However she gets in as a
favor to Warner—being his friend—and the one criticism comes from a guest. In the first place I
think we should have charged this guest fees and even for Charlie this was wrong—a little too
much to overlook.
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I suggest that if she [?] you let her come no loss and perhaps consider charging a guest fee for
this late cancellation.
My satisfaction—if I had any—sort of evaporates with this. The AMC ladies again. You can tell
the lady that the only criticism comes from a guest admitted as a present to a member.
August, 1939.

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 2
DAICEY POND TO RAINBOW LAKE

I. Paint.
From York's to West Branch painted in August, 1939, by Bruce Beach. From West Branch to 6.9
m., south edge of ledges painted August, 1938, by M.H.A, (2 1/2 qts. for 4 m.). From 6.9 m. to
Clifford's (originally painted by CCC in 1936) renewed by M.H.A. in August, 1939. Special
attention given to paint on ledges.
II. A.T. Markers.
More markers needed between York's and West Branch. Additional markers, as needed, were
replaced by MHA from West Branch to Clifford's in August, 1939; markers adequate in this
portion.
III. Mile Markers.
Where previously red were repainted white in August, 1938. All repainted in August, 1939. Nos.
4, 6 and 7 are 150 feet too far south; no. 5 is at 4.94 m,
IV. Trail Data.
Carefully rechecked in 1938. 1938 notes were as follows: "Rechecked; description O.K. 3.15 m.
is 3.1 m. From there to 6.55 m., data is .03 m. too high for respective relocations. Final figure
was 10.14. 9.99 was 9.97 m. and 10.05 m. was 10.03 m. Otherwise, figures after 6.55 m. correct".
Casually checked in 1939.
V. Condition of Trail.
Mowed by York's around toll bridge. From York's to West Branch, small bushes need to be
cleared out in 1940 as well as mowing the field at the West Branch. In 1939 Clifford was paid
for certain trail work. Condition of trail on south shore of Rainbow Lake good but weeding,
cutting of all the bushes, and elimination of raspberry bushes at .3m. north of the West Branch
needs to be done each year.
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VI. Board Signs.
All are in place. Signs to Big and Little Niagara Falls put up in 1939. Sign No. 11 was put up by
Gambrill.
Rainbow Lake Trail reported ingrown, painting poor and many blazes need obliteration.
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail painted as far as lean-to by CCC in 1937; painted by Greene in
1936.
West Branch Lean-to reported to be in good order. Sign here reads "Appalachian Trail Public
Campsite”. Signs on Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail reported to be in good order.
VII. Work to be done:
1. Mow out trail to West Branch, particularly at toll dam and at West Branch,
2. Repaint Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail.
3. Improve maintenance and clearing, particularly in the raspberry-grown sections at the crossing
of the Appalachian Trail .3 m. south of West Branch.
4. Check up on West Branch Lean-to with respect to debris around lean-to.
Section 3
RAINBOW LAKE TO NAHMAKANTA LAKE
I. Paint.
Second painting by CCC in 1936. Painted throughout by MHA in August, 1939. Many trees
between Clifford’s Camps and Rainbow Lake Dam painted for first time. Last 3 miles (nearer
Nahmahkanta) painted after shower. This painting should be checked to determine if paint has
run and probably this should be repainted prior to what would normally be required. Clifford’s
road work in progress at this time but assured that right of way had been cut so that no more trees
would be removed.
II. A.T. Markers.
Badly obliterated; should be renewed throughout. Markers sent to Clifford in 1939 (with one
quart of paint) left at Clifford’s Camps with hammer and marker pack for this purpose.
III. Mile Markers.
Repainted in August, 1939. Markers 4 to 7, inclusive, painted for first time. (Rocks with 1933
markers had been removed in road construction.)
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IV. Trail Data.
Data rewritten to record exactly changes in August, 1938. Original computation of old data was
200 feet too high. Ran back to cut-over fork (6.32 m.) and re- checked after change of meter.
Came to 7.99 m. as compared with 7.96 m, of previous day.
Clifford’s road construction in 1939 has cut off some bends and undoubtedly slightly shortened
the route. Data revised in keeping with road construction but measurements of 1938 retained.
V. Condition of Trail.
Clifford’s to Rainbow Dam: Still bushy and ingrown. All beaver dams have been blown out.
Work on road from Rainbow Lake Dam to Nahmakanta Lake eliminates any trail maintenance in
this section.
VI. Lean-to.
Rainbow Lake Lean-to O.K. Latrine has been built here. A rough sign pointing to the spring 300
ft. away. No public campsite sign here.
VII. Board signs.
All are in place. New sign 24 placed at Rainbow Lake Dam and two Appalachian Trail Arrows
(25) placed at Rainbow Lake Dam. Signs 29 and 30 at Nahmakanta Lake are flaking somewhat.
No. 27 in place and need not be renewed. Sign No. 23 (put up in 1939) at Clifford’s Camps omits
"Nahmakanta Lake, 7.96 m.”, although label on sign made by Edwards indicates it was to be
included. (Changed Sign 26 (put up in 1939) to be rectangular rather than arrow.)
VIII. Required Work.
1. Renew Appalachian 'Trail markers in 1940.
2. Reclear Clifford’s Camps to Rainbow Lake Dam; this should be mowed.
3. Check road construction Rainbow Lake Dam to Nahmakanta to determine if additional road
construction has removed blazes and if blazes painted in rain are still adequate. (Many blazes on
this section put in for first time should have a second coat of paint.)
4. Cheek to see if beaver have returned.
Section 4
NAHMAKANTA LAKE TO MAHAR CAMPGROUND
I. Paint.
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Second paint by CCC in 1936; painted by MHA in August, 1939. From foot of lake to
MeDougall's Camps (7.3 M,), 3 qts. used. As a result of lumbering operations and additional
blazes on Nahmakanta Tote- road, many blazes are "the first coat".
II. A. T. Markers.
Fair. Some new markers added in 1937 and 1939 by Boynton. All markers should be renewed.
III. Mile Markers.
Nos. 1 to 11, inclusive, put in as per revised data (So 3 is at 2.96 m.). Mile markers painted
second coat in 1939. Markers on rocks put in in 1935 were much faded; three years seems life of
markers on rocks. Avoid granite.
IV. Trail Data.
Rewritten in 1938. Distance shortened from 12.05 m. to 11.85 m. Change between McDougall’s
and Nahmakanta road was .15 m. (due partly to CCC relocation); ran low initially. From second
crossing of Tumbledown Dick Brook in 1938 to Mahar Campground picked up 250 ft.
V. Board Signs.
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to signs put up in 1939 as well as new signs at Mahar Campground.
Signs in good condition. Missing are signs Nos. 35 and 40. Signs 37 and 38 are to be discarded
and not renewed. The white paint on signs is turning a cream color. Signs also show indications
of flaking near nail holes when hit by hammer.
VI. Lean-to.
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to badly located. Should be in open field on lake shore. Hard to find. No
latrine and spring is at 7.25 m. on Appalachian Trail. No public campsite designation on lean-to.
Lean-to tight and in good condition. Had intended to put in a blue- blazed trail but three lean-to
signs seemed adequate. {Oct., 1940. Cloth lean-to signs installed.}
VII. Condition of Trail.
From McDougall’s to the turn from the Pollywog Pond Trail is in excellent condition. There is
no bridge over Pollywog Brook, the CCC bridge having washed out. From the turn previously
referred to in the Wadleigh Farmsite there is a slight growth of underbrush. The G.N.P. cut boom
logs in 1939 in this section, hauling them down Wadleigh Valley.
From Wadleigh Valley a tractor road was put in, following the Appalachian Trail to the foot of
the lake. The road is wide and was initially respotted by Boynton and repainted thoroughly by
MHA in 1939. Road is presently well opened but will require watching and, by 1941, bushes and
growth on tractor road will need to be mowed. Poles were put in across the Wadleigh Farmsite
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and the beaver flowage in Prentiss Valley by Boynton so that these localities, particularly the
beaver flowage, do not present any present problem. From the foot of the lake to the Mahar
Campground, the Nahmakanta road was used by tractor and is opened and in good condition.
Beaver in this section as well as from Rainbow Lake south were trapped out in 1938-9, some 300
being taken in this locality.
VIII. Required Work.
1. Renew Appalachian Trail markers.
2. Check condition of Trail from Wadleigh Farmsite to foot of lake and make arrangements by
1941, for clearing out bushes and small growth. Subsequently more work will need to be done on
tractor road.
3. Check to determine whether operations by G.N.P. subsequent to 1939 require any relocation
or alterations in Trail,
4. Replace signs 31, 35 and 40.
Section 5
MAHAR CAMPGROUND TO LOWER JOE MARY LAKE
I. Paint.
Painted by CCC in 1936. Repainted by MHA in August, 1939. With the view of shifting the
marking from "popple” (except where cut blazes), many maples and dark colored trees were
painted for the first time. From foot of Nahmakanta Lake to Sand Beach, on north shore of
Lower Joe Mary Lake, 3 qts. of white paint used.
II. A.T. Markers.
Some added in 1937. Old (1933) ones require renewal.
Ill. Mile Markers.
All repainted; No. 3 put in for first time at correct locality. No. 4, originally put in in rain, also
repainted on two different rocks for first time. No. 5 repainted on same rock.
IV. Trail Data.
Net total was remeasured in 1933, 5.88 m. to Potter's. (Section total in 1933 was the same except
for 100 ft. as the original measurements.) Intermediate points were changed on data in the
revised (1938) description. Potaywadjo Ridge Trail has been extended (1938?) to afford view of
Katahdin; extension about 200 yds. (?).
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V. Board Signs.
Sign at Potaywadjo Spring (No. 45) is in bad condition. New signs placed at Mahar Campground
and at Potaywadjo Ridge on the A.T.
VI, Condition of Trail.
Cleared in 1939 by Potter from foot of Nahmakanta Lake. Trail mowed out and brakes down.
Spruce and fir need some trimming back. Beaver gone from Deer Brook and relocation around
beaver flowage here is adequate. There are one or two short sections of alders which were cut out
by Potter.
Route over Potaywadjo Ridge through hardwood growth is excellent trail and free from sprouts.
Potaywadjo Ridge Trail reported to be in excellent condition.
VII. Required Work.
1. Renew Appalachian Trail markers.
2. This section will require annual maintenance work, as arranged with Potter, from foot of
Nahmakanta Lake to Potter’s Church Pond Camp.
3. Beaver flowage at Deer Brook should be checked with view of new relocation in the event that
dam is raised and present route flooded out.
4. Improve marking by additional blue blazes from previous end of old Potaywadjo Ridge Trail
to new viewpoint of Katahdin.
5. Check painting to see if trees painted for first time require renewal of painting.
6. Replace Signs 45 and 48.

Section 6

LOWER JOE MARY LAKE TO YOKE PONDS
I. Paint.
Originally painted in 1933; repainted by CCC in 1937; repainted by MHA in August, 1939. By
reason of widening of the Cooper brook road and the necessity for more markers in the poplar
growth, particularly between 6 m. and 7 m., many additional trees were painted for the first time.
The paint blazes on the Kokadjo-B Pond Road are somewhat sparse and difficult to put in
because of the growth on the sides of the road. The road, however, seems adequately marked.
II. A.T. Markers.
Some renewed in 1937. Markers mostly obliterated and all should be renewed.
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III. Mile Markers.
All repainted in 1939. Originally painted by MHA in 1938. No. 8 marker put in correct location
in 1939. (Variations were found up to 150 feet in 1938 on these markers which were painted by
CCC in 1937.)
IV. Trail Data.
Rewritten in 1938 with a reduction of .1 m. on middle part of Cooper Brook Road. Revised,
same measurements in 1939; principal change was lumbering for pine and the road from the
lumber camps across Cooper Brook to Perkins Siding.
NOTE: It is 4.7 m. to the Church Pond Trail.
V. Board Signs.
Cooper Brook Falls signs Nos. 56 and 57 put in. Sign No. 52 missing. LFS Highway signs
placed at both ends of trail junction with Kokadjo-B Pond Road. Signs Nos. 58, 59, 60, and 61
show some wear and should be replaced in two or three years. The Joe Mary Trail and Cooper
Brook Campground signs were put in by MHA in August, 1938.
VI. Condition of Trail.
From Joe Mary Camps to 4.7 m., Church Pond Trail, mowed by Potter and in first-class order.
From about 6 m., Charles Berry had worked on trail, particularly mowing out grass. There are
some six trees across the west half of the Cooper Pond Road. Much work done in field around
Crawford, Dam. There is a gap of about 1-1/2 m. between where Potter ended and Berry began
work.
The middle part of the Cooper Brook Road is growing in from the sides and will require some
widening in future; in the section worked over by Berry in 1939, the grass was well mowed but
in some sections there was a growth of small bushes.
This entire section is in its best condition since originally opened.
Arrangement with Berry for trail work was for work to start where Potter leaves off – Church
Pond Trail.
Joe Mary trail worked on for two days, in fair condition to warden's camp; many blowdowns
beyond, in 1939. In 1938 MHA inspected Joe Mary Trail as far as Cooper Campground. Found
footway well worn and few blowdowns. {Note effect of Ladd’s operations on Joe Mary Mtns.}
,
VII. Required Work.
1. Mowing of west half of trail, particularly in Crawford Dam field, will be required each year.
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2. Blue-blaze the two Cooper Pond and the Cooper Falls side trails as well as the Joe Mary Trail.
Additional work on the Joe Mary Trail.
3. Replace Sign 52.

Section 7
YOKE PONDS TO THIRD WEST BRANCH POND

I. Paint.
Blazes were repainted by CCC in 1937, following relocation of trail. Should be renewed in 1940.
Additional blazes particularly required between the sag on Boardman Mountain and the East
Branch of Pleasant River.
II. A.T. Markers.
Some replaced by CCC in 1937. Markers on the whole badly faded and require renewal.
Ill. Mile Markers.
Painted Nos. 1 to 9 throughout in 1939. Nos. 4 to 9, inclusive, painted for first time and should
have second coat of paint. Mile Marker No. 7 in spruce bog is 250 feet too far to west; no other
rock available to put marker nearer the 7-mile marker. (Some old markers may not have been
painted out from 1935 mile marking.)
IV. Trail Data.
Revised and remeasured in 1939. Final result was 250 feet less than data based on Greene’s
measurements. Considerable revision of intermediate points.
V. Board Signs.
No. 62 should read ”.7 m.” instead of "1 1/2 m.” (changed in pencil in 1939) and two viewpoint
signs should be added on the Little Boardman Mountain Trail. Signs Nos. 67 and 68 missing at
Chadwick's Outlying Camp.
VI. Condition of Trail.
Considerable labor by Charles Berry in 1939 on this section. From Yoke Ponds to saddle
between Little and Big Boardman Mountains is in excellent shape. From sag to East Branch of
Pleasant River is much ingrown and bushed. This should be mowed out in 1940.
From Pleasant River East Branch to Joe Guy’s Camp Trail was mowed in 1939 and in good
condition. Trail in fair shape for 1 m. west of Guy’s Camps. Next two miles ingrown with alders
and hardwood sprouts and should be worked_over. The mile nearest Boudreau's Camps is in fair
condition and well-worn. Because of growth of alders and grass, this is a section which requires
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constant and yearly labor to keep the Trail open and passable. The entire route must be mowed
annually. The tote-road along the Penobscot East Branch has heavy growth of grass; alders near
crossing of East Branch may hide turn in Trail.
VII, Required Work.
1. Repaint entire section.
2. Renew Appalachian Trail markers throughout,
3. Paint Little Boardman Mountain Trail blue and have this trail recleared.
4. Renew signs at Third West Branch Pond.
5. In clearing, concentrate in 1940 on section between East Branch of Pleasant River and sag
between Boardman Mountain and section between Joe Guy’s Camps and Boudreau's.
6. Replace signs 67 and 68 and put two viewpoint signs (62-A and 62-B) on Little Boardman
Mtn.
GULF HAGAS TRAIL
Condition of Trail.
This trail was covered in August, 1939. it shows an extensive amount of use. The paint blazes are
very bright.
The necessary board signs were placed on the route in August, 1939. Remeasurement by the
wheel showed that the distances determined by the CCC Camp in 1937 were .2 m. too high and
the signs were corrected in pencil to allow for this change. In addition, there were numerous
errors in the signs as mads by Edwards which were corrected in pencil on the sign. The old sign
"Head of the Gulf” was very much rotted away.
There were very few blowdowns on the trail. The western half, however, has a more decided
growth of alders and hardwood sprouts and should be recleared in 1941. Much confusion has
been caused by the use of one of Greene’s trails half way, where the Gulf Hagas trail ahead is
obscured. (Greene’s old trail, where the blue blazes, except at the junction, had been painted over
with black, had been taken as the western limit of the Gulf Hagas trail section. This should be
even more completely obliterated. Blazes scraped off at Junction in 1939.) From the Pleasant
River Tote-road to the north shore of Long Pond the road is well-marked. There is a dense
growth of alders immediately after leaving Pleasant River and a rather small amount of bushes
along the entire trail. The route, however, is quite clear and unmistakable. There will be required
some work within the next two years, particularly in the alder growth. Tools sent to Dore who
said he would keep this link open.
Needed Work
1. Install numerous viewpoint signs for spur trails.
2. See if changes in signs in pencil are permanent.
3. Repaint in 1941.
4. Reclear in 1941.
5. Put in miscellaneous signs to viewpoints.
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Section 9
LONG POND TO BODFISH FARM
I. Paint.
Trail repainted by CCC in 1937. From Long Pond to Dore’s side trail (8.74 m.) paint is bright
and in good condition. Paint, however, was put on all ax blazes so that blazes are too numerous
and too close together. An adequate supply of black paint should be taken along when this
section is repainted. White blazes need not be renewed before 1941 and re-marking of this
section may be dependent upon the lumbering operations. Condition to Dore’s side trail to
Bodfish Farm same as north half. Dore repainted section (l m.) on gravel road beside long Pond
Stream in 1939, where road obliterated old trail.
II. A.T. Markers.
Some badly faded and obliterated; some renewed in 1937. New markers should be placed on
entire section.
III. Mile Markers.
Mile Markers 1 to 16, inclusive, painted. Numerous markers changed slightly and as these were
painted for first time, they should be repainted at first available opportunity.
IV. Trail Data.
Revised and rewritten with revised measurements in August, 1939. Trail to Dore's side trail ran
300 feet short of guidebook description (third edition). Final figure was 16.96 m. compared with
original 17.15 m,
V. Board Signs.
Many totally missing in this section. Signs 96 and 97 placed on trail in August, 1939. The
following signs are missing: Nos. 90, 94, 95, 98, 99, 100, 101.
Signs 89, 89-A, 89-B, 90, 94, 95, 98, 99, 100, 101 sent to Perham for installation.
Signs 110, 110-A sent Dore to be installed.
Replace Signs 87 and 88 at Perhams.
VI. Condition of Trail.
Trail from Perham’s Long Pond Camps to East Chairback Pond is wide and kept in good
condition by Perham because of use of East Chairback Pond for fishing. From East Chairback
Pond to the sag between Columbus and Chairback, there is a moderate growth of hardwood
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sprouts which should be cleaned out in 1940. From the Columbus-Chairback sag to Dore’s side
trail (8.74 m.), the route was surprisingly well-worn and almost totally free from undergrowth. A
number of dead trees, perhaps some three dozen, have fallen across the route. These are small
and with some few exceptions can be removed from the route. There are some small spruce and
fir about three or four inches high which should be mowed out when the trail is recleared, to
eliminate future growth. Between Perham’s blue-blazed side trail and Dore’s trail the route had
not been worked over since 1937 and the number of down dead trees was much greater than the
section to the north. This section through the conifers maintains itself, except for fallen dead
trees, surprisingly well.
From Dore’s Road to Bodfish Farm the trail along Barren-Chairback was entirely clear of down
timber and no under growth. Lower slope of Barren slightly bushed with hardwood sprouts, near
Long Pond Stream.
A few fallen trees at beginning of Cloud Pond Trail create the impression it is overgrown, after
250 yds. it is entirely clear.
VII. Required Work.
1. Repaint by 1941, eliminating excess paint blazes.
2. Renew Appalachian Trail markers.
3. Determine whether missing board signs have been installed by Perham and Dore.
4. Have annual reclearing with emphasis on the first 3.3 miles.
5. See if sign at junction A.T. and side trail to East Chairback has been moved to junction (too
far south).
Section 10
I. Paint.

BODFISH FARM TO MONSON

Paint In good condition, having been painted by CCC apparently throughout in 1937. Some trees
show bad flaking. There is no excess blazing, such as on the Barren-Chalrback Range.
From the Little Wilson Campground to 4.2 m., Trail should be repainted at once because of
variation from original route caused by the lumber road in this section. There will be a few
blazes here on old trail which will need to be obliterated.
II. A.T. Markers.
Some faded but on whole markers in fair condition. Should be renewed, however, at next
opportunity.
III. Mile Markers.
Painted new (first time) from 4 to 12, inclusive.
No mile markers 1, 2, 3, 14, and 16, which would fall on dirt road.
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IV. Trail data.
Revised and rewritten throughout except highways not remeasured.
V. Board Signs.
The signs along the highway are in place but somewhat obliterated. The sign to Little Wilson
Falls should be renewed at once; the sign on the main Appalachian Trail here has been badly
damaged. New signs for the three ponds should be put in with the nomenclature in keeping with
the guidebook; present signs are at variance. There is no sign at Savages Mills.
VI. Condition of Trail.
Trail unusually clear. No blowdowns. Shows extensive use. There are a few short sections where
bushes should be eliminated. These are: around the most eastern pond; on the Big Wilson Cliffs
side trail; the old road before reaching Savage’s Mills; power line slash after leaving Savage’s
Mills; the first half mile on the stage road after crossing Little Wilson stream; the old lumber
campyard at 9.75 m.
VII. Required Work.
1. Repainting from Little Wilson Campground to 4.2 m. immediately.
2. Repainting throughout by 1941.
3. Trail clearing as noted above. Between 10 and 11 m., there is a growth of small firs which are
edging over into the trail and will need to be cut back. Otherwise there is little growth in the old
Stage Road.
4. Improvement of crossing of Little Wilson, squaring off the log and putting in of hand rail.
5. Renew signs Nos. 111, 114, 115, 116, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 127-A, 128, 129.
September 1, 1939.
NOTE WITH RESPECT TO THE SUPPLEMENT TO GUIDE TO
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. ISSUED JULY. 1939
Final reports received from the CCC and Emergency Deficiency Camps with respect to the
hurricane eradication work indicate that the hurricane damage has been removed from the Trail
from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the firetower on Saddleback. There are two sections
where the work has not been completed, which should be detoured. These are from Orbeton
Stream to Bigelow Village and from the Ledge House over Little Bigelow to the Bigelow
Firetower. There is some intermediate hurricane damage between the Ledge House and
Kennebec River but not of sufficient seriousness to interfere with travel. It will be appreciated by
travelers that despite the elimination of hurricane damage, it will be a matter of some time before
the Trail can be completely restored to its former condition.
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In August, 1939, The Appalachian Trail was repainted from Katahdin to Yoke Ponds. By reason
of Trail maintenance during the summer, the section from Katahdin to Blanchard was in
particularly good condition in 1939.
September 4, 1939. Ludwig K. Moorhead, New Canaan, Connecticut, to Myron Avery
[Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Thanks ever so much for your kind letter of July 28. I found it here on my return from Maine. A
month up there put me back in shape.
We spent two weeks in a cabin on Lower Wilson Pond near Greenville. It is lovely country in
there but not abounding in fish now. We climbed Boarstone and admired the view. Later we
went to Churchill Dam via Lacroix’s road from Quebec. We went to Spider and carried to
Pleasant, to Haymock and fished little Pillsbury. A Boston lawyer, Mr. Fuller, has bought
Libby’s outlying camp there.
Later we ran Chase’s Carry, or rather chaffed on the pole and about a couple of days on
Umsaksis. In a moderate state of water such as we had these rapids are not bad.
I am sorry I put you to all that trouble. Ring me up when you are in New York.
September 6, 1939. Myron Avery, Lubec, Maine, to Paul Atwood, Prentiss & Carlisle,
Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Atwood:
The delay in replying to your letter of August 20 has been due to my attendance at the
Appalachian Trail Conference at Katahdin. We greatly appreciate the courtesies we have
previously received from your firm in the past and are most anxious to cooperate with you to
make the maps in the Arrow Guide as correct as possible.
I presume you have available the copy of the third edition of the Maine Guide which was sent by
us to your firm. If so you will note our detailed maps for the Katahdin and Barren and Chairback
regions. Also that our general strip map shows quite some difference from the Trail route shown
on your 1934 print. I suggest you refer to these maps. I have corrected as far as possible your
1934 map and return it.
When your maps are sufficiently far advanced we should be pleased to check them for the Trail
route and other matters which may occur to us.
We keep corrected a master copy of our detailed maps and if any would be helpful we could
forward them. I understand that you could return them promptly.
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I trust that what I have written will enable you to make progress and we shall hear from you as
matters develop.
Please convey my regards to Mr. Carlisle.
September 7, 1939. [Unsigned but no doubt Jean Stephenson] to Mr. Frizzell
Dear Mr. Frizzell:
Myron is still away and the most of those who attended the Conference are just getting back,
hence the delay in replying to your telegram. Marion Park is sending you the list of new officers.
Mrs. Mersch, secretary pro tem (as Mrs. Williams was detained at home) has just returned, so
has not yet transcribed the verbatim minutes; therefore I cannot give you all that happened.
I am enclosing a copy of Myron’s report. The subjects in it were taken up and discussed during
the sessions. I am also enclosing a copy of the program. It was carried out, except that Mr.
Wheeler took the place of Mr. Graham on the White Mountain lecture, and except that because
of the weather we drove to Chimney Pond on Tuesday, and climbed Katahdin from there on
Wednesday, most of the party returning to York’s via the Appalachian Trail.
It was a most successful conference. There were about 150 registered, but of course some only
stayed a few days, so the average present was about 115. Of those 60 were in cabins and the rest
camped, those from Washington and Baltimore having a joint commissary arrangement with two
Maine Guides to do their cooking.
In addition to the scheduled program, at the request of some of those present, Myron gave a
reconstruction of the wanderings of the Fendler boy, who was lost on Katahdin in late July,
illustrating it from a large map. The two guides who had taken the boy from the camp where he
was taken when found, and who had been searching for him, and so got his first hand story were
present to check it, and add a few details. It was most interesting to all.
The canoe demonstration was quite good and stimulated a lot of comment as to the best methods
of using paddles, etc. Mr. Bogley is certainly an expert, and an inspiring teacher.
As to the serious business of the Conference; much was accomplished. In the last
APPALACHAN TRAILWAY NEWS you may have noticed the item about the signs at
Katahdin that were needed so badly, and the statement that the Conference has the list of them
and all data, but needed the signs made and a way to have them put up. Mr. Greaton, for the
Maine Development Commission, offered if the boards were provided, to have the signs painted,
and to have the Forestry Department put them up. So within a year, the Katahdin region will be
so well signed that there can be no recurrence of the Fendler incident.
As a result of Dr. Schmeckebier’s discussion of Trail Signs on highways, and his exhibition of
the type sign he has available (see July TRAILWAY NEWS), Kenneth S. Boardman, of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club (also the P.A.T.C.) donated enough signs to take care of all
highway crossings of the Trail in Maine, and arrangements were made for them to be put up by
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the Maine Highway Dept., through the good offices of Mr. Greaton, and at the request of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
As a result of Myron’s report that the manuscript of a new GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND was ready but no funds were available, an anonymous offer of an
advance of $200 was received if it could be matched with another $200; these advanced to be
repaid from sales and any balance then accruing to be used to start a publication fund for the
Conference. I understand the second $200 is to be put up by a Conference official, so the
GUIDE can be issued this Fall.
Our only regret is that more of the members from the Southern states could not have been
present. Dr. Collidge was intending to come, but his sister’s serious illness called him to
California just as he was leaving for Maine. Paul Fink was also unable to be there. And also no
one finally came from Georgia, although we had hoped for several up to the last minute.
O. O. Heard of Baltimore, was made a vice-chairman of the Conference to handle reports on
Trail conditions. The details of such reports is still to be worked out, but in general it will
probably follow the plan outlined in a former letter report of Myron’s. Mr. Heard has been
advocating for this for some time and, as is usually the case, the delegates thought it a fine idea,
if he would do the work!
The APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS was adopted as the official publication of the
Conference and the Board of Managers later made me Editor. Details of financing are also yet to
be worked out. It will be furnished free to member clubs and individual members, subscription
basis to all others (probably $1.00 a year).
The amendments to the Constitution, as in letter report 15, were adopted. They were minor ones,
as you probably remember. There were only formal resolutions submitted, of thanks, etc.
Does this give you the “dope” you wanted?
September 8, 1939. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I Judge the Conference was very successful and that the program was exceptionally well
arranged. Mrs. Whitney was high in her praise of the manner in which the camp was conducted.
The Baldpate trail is in very fine shape. On the Grafton Notch side, it has been cleared
thoroughly of raspberry bushes which were very bad in spots on the main trail and also on the
Table Rock trail.
On the Frye Brook side, Frank C. Day, president of the MAC, and myself cleared the first two
miles, finishing up work started a week ago by Day and Henry Judkins. We estimate another half
mile, just before reaching the black growth on Little Baldpate, needs to be cleared, but this will
not take long. The Lively Lad weed cutters are an effective tool.
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We found 11 blowdowns in the first l.75 miles (estimated) on the Frye Brook side. As our club
has no implements to handle these, I stopped at the U. S. Forest Service camp on the AndoverUpton road this afternoon. Mr. Jones was absent at the time but his assistant foreman assured me
these would be removed. He was under the impression this section of trail had been cleared
thoroughly of blowdowns and one of the men in the crew also was of the opinion the section had
been covered. I was very much pleased to have the assurance of the Forest Service in this matter.
Goose-Eye is still a long way off. We will make another attack on it as soon as possible.
I was much interested in Mr. Jones’ statement that the trail up the Bull Branch of the Sunday
river is being reopened.
COPY TO MR. JONES
September 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Earl W. York, Twin Pine Camps
Dear Mr. York:
This letter is strictly business, dealing with Trail problems.
My present worry is to try to set up, with a limited budget, some method of caring for sections of
the Trail in Maine where there is no other maintenance. I was really surprised when I went down
to the West Branch to see how sections of the old road had grown in. There are many places
where there are a lot of bushes which really need cutting out. Some one from your camps
certainly did a good job of mowing around the old toll dam and that takes care of that problem
very nicely. Junior of course told me the situation with respect to the work on the Trail which we
had arranged to have done for the Conference and I of course know that the Fendler situation
took so much time it was not possible to complete this. Junior also told me that he expected each
year to mow out and keep open the Trail from your Camp to Katahdin Stream. From what I have
observed and from comments, I think that this is something which the people who come to the
Camps should and would appreciate, because it permits them to take a short walk without
becoming soaked by dew from the grass and bushes, so that I presume that this would be
something you would be keeping up each year. What I am concerned about is the Trail between
your Camps and the West Branch and I am wondering if the best solution of the problem would
not be to arrange with you to get someone from your Camps, during the slack season, to cut out
the bushes and the grass early each year and count on it as a regular chore. {What should it
cost?}
We are still receiving the most favorable comments on the way you people handled the
Conference crowds and I shall be writing you about this separately. Just at the present time I am
trying to get these Trail matters on a more systematic basis and I would appreciate your
suggestions in this connection.
1 want to try and see if we can locate a pair of pruning shears which was supposed to have been
sent to me in your care. This package was sent in October, 1938, and consisted of a pair of
pruning shears, two weeders and two blades. Later there were sent direct to you two weeders and
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two blades. You can count up the number of weeders which you have around the Camp and this
should indicate whether or not these ever arrived. If you have four weeders, it would indicate that
the pruning shears might have become misplaced in the package.
September 11, 1939. Myron Avery to E. M. Hamlin, American Thread Company, Milo,
Maine
My dear Mr. Hamlin:
I am taking the liberty of writing to you in connection with a matter which I wish I might have
had an opportunity to present in person. What leads me to write to you at this time is based upon
information which may be totally erroneous. As you of course know, The Appalachian Trail
from Long Pond to Bodfish Farm traverses the Barren-Chairback Range. This is a section,
almost unbroken, of 17 miles of spruce and fir and constitutes one of the best examples of Trail
through uncut, almost primeval forest. It is really a magnificent section and a distinct asset of the
State.
We of course appreciate that it is due to the courtesy of the American Thread Company that the
Trail in this section exists at all and I trust that what I want to write about will not be construed
as in any way failing to recognize this situation. I have been told that plans are under way for
lumbering the white birch and pulp in this area. The Trail itself is practically on the ridge crest
and it may be that the lumber operations would in any event in normal course not reach up this
far. On the other hand, it may be the plan of your operators to cut completely across the crest into
the section which was lumbered, I believe by Mr. Ray, many years ago. If this occurs, it will of
course totally obliterate an outstanding section of the Trail.
I have wanted to bring this situation to your attention. Knowing, for so many years, of your
approach to these problems of public interest, I felt that you would want to know of the result if
the entire mountain range were cut over. It occurred to me that by reason of the recent cruising
which I understand has been made, your office might well know whether or not the Trail route
fell within the contemplated cutting area. I recognize, of course many difficulties in carrying out
instructions which might be given when operations get under way but I feel sure of your interest
in our project and the recognition of its value as an asset of the State. Accordingly, I have taken
the liberty of bringing the situation to your attention to ask if you would be good enough to tell
me what is contemplated and whether or not, in your opinion, some method might be worked out
which would at least preserve the appearance of the original forest close to the Trail route, if it
falls within the scope of the lumbering operations.
As I am in the State at infrequent intervals, I thought it desirable to write you at this time rather
than after operations might be under way.
September 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Bruce Beach, Ardmore, Pennsylvania
Dear Bruce:
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I wanted to tell you that I had a chance to look over the marking from York’s to the Penobscot
West Branch very carefully and I want to congratulate you on the job. It is very effective, neat
and well done. I would suggest another year that you might take some of the metal markers
which I left with Junior York and add a few more of these to show the insignia of the Trail,
removing any which have become obliterated.
There is one thing to which we are going to have to give some attention. I was surprised at the
amount of growth on the Nesowadnehunk Road. I had arranged with the Yorks to clear this out
in preparation for the Conference but due to the loss of time by reason of the Fendler incident,
etc., while it was mowed at the old toll dam, the work did not extend much farther down. We
really should try to mow a narrow strip through the grass at the Penobscot West Branch. I am
wondering how to approach this. There are weeders which I left with the Yorks which might be
used in this connection and I am going to send him a pair of long handled pruning shears. You
might let me have your thoughts in this connection so that we can determine just how we can go
about this matter of the physical maintenance in this section, for obviously the marking should
stay good for the next two or three years. At some time in the very near future we mean to
propose you for election in that very select organization - the one of all that we are proudest of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club - and I am asking Miss Park to send you notes of our past
meeting.
September 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Lively Lad Weeder Company, T. J. Stump and Sons,
Ashland City, Tennessee
Gentlemen:
Will you kindly send Lively Lad Weeders to the following people:
2 weeders and 2 extra blades - Harry Davis, Monson, Maine.
1 Weeder and 1 extra blade - Mr. Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine
Will you please make up a bill for The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C. for these weeders?
September 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Mr. Thomas, Barber and Ross, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Thomas:
Will you please send out special 33 inch overall Pruning Shears sent to the following addresses:
1 pr. -

William M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Me.

2 pr. -

Charles Berry, Yoke Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.

1 pr.

Mr. Harry Davis, Monson, Maine.

-
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1 pr.

-

Mr. Bennie Boynton, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine.

1 pr.

-

Mr. Earl W. York, Jr., Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Me.

1 pr.

-

To me at 2035 Rosemount Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.

Will you please make up a bill and submit it to The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union
Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
September 12, 1939. Arthur L. Clark, Chief Clerk, Office of State Director, U. S. Forest
Service, to Myron Avery
Reference is made to our conversation of this date regarding fire hazard clearance in the Dead
River Section.
Mr. McKiniry can be reached at his home this evening, phone number 3-6889, and will be in his
office to talk with you tomorrow morning.
September 12, 1939. Myron Avery to Oliver L. Hall, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine {See
reply Sept. 18, 1939.}
My dear Mr. Hall:
You will recall our earlier correspondence and my recent conversation with you at Augusta in
connection with my offer to deposit with the State Library a full set of the various articles which
I have written which relate mainly to Maine, the Maine woods and The Appalachian Trail. You
have written me that the Library would be glad to accept the collection, provided it was without
expense to the State. I assured you, in our conversation, that this was, of course, my intention.
I have accordingly shipped from Lubec the various articles in four folders. I enclose a list of the
articles according to folders. (A similar copy is enclosed in Folder 1.)
It is my understanding that all the articles will be indexed by subject and title and also indexed
under my name as the author. I do not wish to impose any restriction as to whether the collection
is to be preserved as a unit or how it is to be handled, as I prefer to leave this with you to do
according to your usual library practice. I shall appreciate being advised, however, how the
matter is handled. I presume that where the article is in a publication and is not a reprint, the
article will be detached and bound separately.
From the list of articles it will be noted that some copies of Appalachia are not included. I
suggest that, without reference to me and on the score of completing the collection, the
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Massachusetts, might be requested to supply
the missing copies. If not, I could purchase them. The same consideration would apply to the
Katahdin article in the American Planning and Civic Association (901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.) publication.
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If in checking the articles there appear to be any missing, I shall be glad to be advised; also as to
the disposition of any surplus copies of various articles. As I make further accumulations, I shall
expect to transmit them to the Library.
I shall expect to hear from you in due course, after the collection has been completely assembled
and indexed.
September 12, 1939.
MEMORANDUM FOR MESSRS. WARNER. SAWYER. TAYLOR. STUBBS.
PHILBRICK
Attached is a copy of the minutes of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club with respect to
incorporation.
To complete this procedure is a little difficult in that the certificate of organization has to be
signed by seven people and in addition there has to be a notary's or Justice of the Peace's
attestation.
I AM ACCORDINGLY SENDING THIS CERTIFICATE TO YOU WITH THE REQUEST
THAT YOU SIGN IT AND HAVE A NOTARY WRITE SOMEWHERE ON THE
CERTIFICATE YOUR APPEARANCE AND FORWARD IT TO THE NEXT ON THE LIST.
It should then be returned to me in Washington. Please note that we must file this certificate
within sixty days from the date of organization, which was on August 19th, and for that reason
will you, on receipt of this thing, give the matter immediate attention? If the sixty day period
goes by, all of the labor that we have gone to and the difficulty in getting these signatures will be
for naught and we will have to start the matter all over again. I am enclosing five post cards
addressed to me, with the request that you will let me know when you have forwarded it and to
whom and the date, so that if it becomes necessary to follow up the matter, we say not lose time.
I am sure that you will help in avoiding any possible difficulty through the expiration of our sixty
day period.
Sincerely yours,
Marion Park Treasurer Maine Appalachian Trail Club 901 Union Trust Building Washington,
D.C.
Mr. Charles Warner, 764 Rock Street, Fall River, Massachusetts.
Mr. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Mr. Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Mr. Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine.
Mr. Shailer Philbrick, 87 South Fremont Street, Bellevue, Pennsylvania.
September 12, 1939. Myron Avery to Earl W, Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine
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Dear Mr. Perham:
I have sent you under separate cover the signs which I spoke about. I do not understand how
these happen to be missing, as I would not expect much vandalism on the Barren-Chairback
Range. It may be that the original signs, through some oversight, were never placed. You will
note that each sign has a number on the back and I am indicating below, for your convenience,
just where each one should go. In putting up these signs, the galvanized nails which we are
including should be used and about one-fourth inch of the nail left projecting. I have had a new
sign. No. 89 made in order to substitute your name for York’s Camps. This will replace the sign
at your Camps. If there are any others which I have not replaced that have the York’s name, if
you will let me know where they are, we can take care of them.
Sign No. 90 goes where your trail continues on to East Chairback Pond. I spoke to your son
about moving the sign at this junction which points to The Appalachian Trail, as it is too far
along the south side of the pond. It should be placed right at the trail intersection, so that it will
be conspicuous.
Sign 94 points south along The Appalachian Trail in the sag between Columbus and Chairback.
Since the other two signs are there, I do not know how this one happens to be missing.
Sign 95 points to West Chairback Pond where The Appalachian Trail crosses the old trail from
the pond to your camps. We put two signs up there in August.
Sign 98 goes at Monument Cliffs on Third Mountain. There is a pile of rocks here.
Sign 99 goes at the junction of the blue-blazed side trail just .1 m. beyond sign 98.
Signs 100 and 101 go where your blue-blazed trail leaves The Appalachian Trail.
There is another sign which was never made before which is No. 89-A. This points to where
your blue-blazed trail leaves The Appalachian Trail about 1/7th of a mile beyond your Camps.
Sign 89-B goes where the trail to West Chairback Pond leaves The Appalachian Trail at a
distance of .89 m. from your Camps.
As far as trail work is concerned, I think you will find that between your Camps and the sag
between Columbus and Chairback, the small hardwood growth will require more work than any
other section. Between your side trail and Dore’s trail, the route along the mountain was quite
open but there were numerous small fallen dead trees which can be quite easily recleared. In
going over this section next year, it would be well to have in mind that the small spruce and fir
which are only about three or four inches high and directly in the footway of the trail should be
knocked out with the weeder. They are going to have to be removed anyway and it might be
better to get rid of them before they grow too large.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

257

I imagine that some of these signs beyond West Chairback Pond you will not have any
opportunity to put up until someone goes that way next spring, but I will appreciate your letting
me know when all of these signs are up, so that we can correct our records.
I think that this covers the sign matters.
September 13, 1939.

LETTER REPORT NO. 16

by Myron Avery to the Board of Managers of the Appalachian Trail Conference
I am sending this communication with respect to highway signs to the members of the 1939-41
Board of Managers of the Trail Conference. It relates to the matter of signs for highway
crossings which, as you will have noted, was on the agenda for the Conference program and the
discussion in connection with which was led by Dr. Schmeckebier.
There have been numerous expressions to the effect that not only for facility in determining
where the Trail leaves the highway but for the purpose of making known its existence in order to
encourage its use, some type of marker should be available. Mr. Schmeckebier, as you know, has
experimented over many years with signs and given considerable thought to this problem. The
metal sign for the crossing of highways represents the results of his experiments in this
connection and in order to carry forward the program, he has underwritten the manufacture of
enough signs to make them available at a sufficiently low cost. At the Conference arrangements
were made to have all of the highways in the State of Maine marked with these signs. The
necessary signs were obtained through a donation of a member of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club.
This is one of the matters to which I think Board members should give serious consideration.
The functioning of the Conference has been handicapped in the past by failure of Board
members to attend to correspondence, furnish reports and carry out their necessary functions. It
must be appreciated that this is an organization in which all members of the Board share
responsibilities and the proper discharge of our individual assignments and duties is necessary to
the efficient functioning of our organization. Otherwise, these matters become an extreme labor
and on imposition upon a willing few.
I have, therefore, requested Dr. Schmeckebier to send to each member of the Board, at the
expense of the Conference, one of these metal signs. We enclose a memorandum from Dr.
Schmeckebier as to how the signs should be mounted and other comment. I am especially
requesting that you take the matter up with your organization and determine if it is not possible
to purchase enough of these signs so that all highway crossings on your section of the Trail may
be adequately marked. By reason of Dr. Schmeckebier's underwriting and the number of signs
initially ordered, they can be obtained at a cost of 25 cents each. Dr. Schmeckebier,
4150 Dexter Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., has also agreed to handle the mailing out of the
orders, which is a decided convenience.
SUGGESTIONS REGARDING SIGNS
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These signs are punched so that they may be nailed directly to a tree or mounted on boards.
Whether they are mounted on boards will depend on how signs are treated in each locality. If
boards are used it will not be necessary to use as high quality lumber as is used for the handlettered signs. One inch white pine (ponderosa pine) shelving is suggested. This is somewhat
knotty but it is cheap and will serve the purpose. The sign should be fastened to the board with
brass screws, three-quarter inch copper tacks, or rust proof nails of that size. Galvanized nails
should be used to fasten the sign to the tree, whether it is mounted or unmounted. If boards are
used, they should be battened on each end to prevent warping and be given two coats of paint.
Sept. 15, 1939. Charles H. Warner to Myron Avery
Dear Myron;Your telegram of yesterday did not reach me until my return home late in the evening after
having been out of town all day. Was sorry to miss you.
This morning I received a note from Nicholson, Editor of Appalachia, asking if I would give
them for publication in Appalachia a short account of the A.T. Conference meeting.
If I am to do this I will need some more exact information than I have as to attendance and also
some of the matters that ought to be mentioned in a report of this kind. Perhaps you will give me
your reaction to this and perhaps Miss Stephenson can give me some authoritative figures.
Well, we had a fine time and I think all those in attendance must have enjoyed themselves very
much. I trust that the trips along the trail went off everywhere as per schedule.
I was sorry that Miss James did not get over to Katahdin Lake but when she got down off the
mountain she was not in shape to undertake the trip down the trail to Roaring Brook and then
over to Katahdin Lake. I got over there for the second night and I am sure that all of that party
were especially pleased with the way they were taken care of over there.
The extra night I spent at Chimney Pond we had a group of twenty-nine come in from the A.M.C.
August Camp. So they missed us by just one night. Then Gower’s A.M.C. party of twenty came
in Saturday and on Monday an A.M.C. rock-climbing party of seven or eight; so all in all,
Chimney Pond has been well visited by Appalachian and A.M.C. people this season.
Shall hope to see you sometime before snow flies and if in the meantime there is anything l can
do let me know.
{Please show to Marion and return to me.}
September 17, 1939. Notice of Proposed Trip, Eastern States Mountain Club
Objective: Mt. Abraham, Mt. Abraham Township, Maine
Altitude: 4,049 feet

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

259

Climbing distance: 3 ½ miles
Trail: Fire warden’s
Climbed from: West Kingfield
Approx. mi. from Portland: 108
Time of departure: Daylight 7.00 A.M.
From: Y.M.C.A.
Route: Auburn-Farmington
Comment: Tower on summit
By: A. M. Fogg, 63 Pleasant Ave., Portland, Maine
Any trip subject to cancellation if weather is unfavorable. If you plan to join this party, please
notify us.
September 18, 1939. Myron Avery to Charles Warner
Dear Charlie:
When Western Union reported to me at the Parker House my telegram had been undelivered I
was relieved in that when I did not connect with you I feared a second miscarriage of
arrangements and inconvenience for you. I had only that day in Boston.
I shall be in Boston on Monday the 25th and the 26th. Would either day be convenient if you
would like to reminisce or better talk of events and see what our conclusions were. While we
probably won’t ever go thru with such an experience again it will be interesting to see how our
plans actually developed. The more I think over matters the more I realize how much credit is
due Hank for his handling of the Campground and greeting people. Mrs. Whitney caught it too.
It really was the unique feature of the assemblage. I mean the arrangements at the Campground.
It would be fine if Hank could join our post mortem at Boston--preferably on Tuesday. You can
select the day and advise me. Be at the Parker House between five and six.
If you have any notes for me on Tracey’s trail will you send them.
Did you get all of Miss Whitney's stories including the Fendler story in the issue of September
10. Her story of the third was interesting. I would like to be able to circulate these among A.M.C.
powers.
Nicholson hasn't much background or familiarity with what he is dealing with--so it seems to me.
I doubt if he knows what the Conference is. He probably didn't notice that the Conference
session reports which appeared in Appalachia and the Trailway News were written by Miss
Stephenson (Also A.M.C. member). She had started a note in anticipation of putting something
in Appalachia. We leave the matter with you. If you wish she, I think, would be glad to resign in
your favor. Let us know what you wish. If you don t particularly want to work on it, you might
call the prior situation to Nicholson’s attention and suggest he write her and ask her to continue
her notes. Have you a set of clippings you could send Nicholson just to show him what a unique
meeting it was and that the resume might give him a helpful background of people and activities?
I would include the two Portland Telegram stories of August 13th and 20th.
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Miss Stephenson gave me your message. I will talk with you about this. Only to members will
the new list of names in the new corporation [sic]. Had someone moved their nomination in
deference to the mover I would have been silent. But in view of the way they have broken
agreements and gone out to impair my standing (which matters to me only in that I can do work
in Maine) wouldn’t it seem preposterous to me to propose such names? Moreover what evidence
of interest has been forthcoming. I am sure you will see why I feel no obligation to do this.
We shall be interested to see your photos.
Copy Miss Stephenson
September 18, 1939. Myron Avery to Edward W. Connors, Maine Forest Service, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Conners:
At the Trail Conference, with the benefit of the oral reports as well as the letters which I had
received from the Forest Service Deficiency Camp and the CCC side camp, it was apparent that
the Trail had been cleared from the Maine-New Hampshire Line to Saddleback Mountain.
However, the reports indicated serious blowdown conditions between Sugarloaf and Spaulding
Mountains and on Little Bigelow. What the situation was between the Ledge House and the
Kennebec River was undetermined. The area in this region is a heavy growth of spruce and fir
and by reason of its location and timber, it seemed a section where hurricane damage reduction
would be of paramount importance. I had an opportunity to discuss the matter with Mr.
McKinrey, of the United States Forest Service at Portland, urging the importance of eliminating
this one obstructed section of the Trail. Mr. McKinrey was to look into the situation and advise
me as to what might be done.
You will remember that I spoke to you about the proposal for the eight lean-tos in the section
between Nahmakanta Lake and the Kennebec River. Mr. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent of
Acadia National Park, was at the Trail Conference and said that he thought it would be possible
to make this work done by the Acadia Camp and that he would immediately undertake the
obtaining of authorizations and the final locations of the lean-tos. For this reason, I would
suggest that we can let remain in abeyance this matter of the construction of the eight lean-tos. I
assume that this will be very much to your satisfaction, because of the difficulties involved in
arranging a side camp for such work.
I do, however, want to urge what has been covered in some of my earlier letters. The lean-tos
previously built were done rather hastily and several things left undone. In some sections the
roofs were inadequate and in none of these areas was a rough latrine built. This is obviously most
essential. As the structures stand, they are hardly credible but it would only take two or three
days of the small crew to effect the necessary clean-up around the shelters, fire hazard reduction,
the building of the latrines and the essential repairs. I do, therefore, want to request that while we
will let the matter of the construction of the additional lean-tos remain in abeyance, this matter of
the completion of the other structures be set up as a project. I know the difficulty which is
experienced in setting up these projects and the delays which result and for this reason I would
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like to ask if you could set up this project at this time, so that we may count on its being done,
barring unforeseen developments, next year. It seems that the difficulty increases when the
projects are set up at a late date for the current year.
I was indeed sorry that no members of the State Forest Service were at the Conference. Mr.
Fechner remained for three days. His talk was most interesting and he expressed the greatest
interest in the Trail project and has wished to have the Civilian Conservation Corps do
everything possible in that connection. He also dealt on the particular problems in Maine and his
satisfaction with the approval which the Trail work received. We are planning to reprint at some
time Mr. Fechner’s speech.
I thought it advisable to write you at this time with respect to the shelter situation. I do hope that
these danger spots and blocked off areas on the Trail can be eliminated this fall.
Copy to Mr. Hadley Mr. Stubbs Mr. Taylor Mr. Hunt Mr. Sawyer Mr. Attwood
September 18, 1939. Walter Greene to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Just a line. Got the Lewiston papers and was so glad to have them and read all about the big
doings. It must have been a wonderful time. Great Fechner was there. I’m anxious to hear about
the trip over the Trail and the condition you found it in. Pretty bad in spots I imagine. Did you do
any marking. Well there was some work done on it this year anyway. Got Marion’s card. Thank
her for me. Am coming along slowly. Colostomy, a hole in the side. Tough. I still have plenty of
pain. Still I’m gaining slowly and have good care. Got the Me. Woods. So glad. Thanks. Send
me all the news you can. All my best to you.
September 18, 1939. Myron Avery to Ludwig K. Moorehead, New Canaan, Connecticut
Dear Lud:
I have been away from Washington in connection with our Katahdin Conference and only
returned about the middle of the month. I appreciate your letter of September 4th.
I am sorry that what suggestions I had to offer did not reach you in time to be of any value. At
this date I have forgotten just why my earlier letter should have been delayed in reaching you. I
am interested in your comments as to the territory you visited. By reason of the fishing, I think
that the side camp at Nahmakanta would have been of interest to you, although inaccessible.
I do want to talk to you about what you saw at Spider and Pleasant, for these ponds, by reason of
what is said about them in Hubbard’s Guides, have always been of interest to me.
Our Katahdin Conference was quite satisfactory. The weather was particularly favorable. We had
about 150 people at the mountain and started down the Trail with about forty in three sections.
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I shall call you some of these times when I am in New York.
With best regards to yourself and to Mrs. Moorehead,
September 18, 1939. Myron Avery to Shenandoah Publishing Company, Strasburg,
Virginia
Gentlemen:
In order to finance our GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, we were obliged
to issue the second and third editions by the planograph process. We have in mind that our fourth
edition, which will probably materialize next year, will be a much larger issue of probably 1500
copies and while we cannot, of course, furnish a manuscript at this time which would serve for
the basis of a sufficiently accurate quotation, it occurred to me that, in laying plans, we might ask
you for a figure on 750, 1000 and 1500 copies of a publication such as the third edition. This
would be on the assumption that we could furnish the maps but you would have to tip them in
and bind the book. If you can give us a rough figure, we can determine whether it would be
worthwhile for us to prepare our new manuscript with the view of having it printed rather than
repeating the planograph process.
Will you kindly return the Maine Guide which has been sent to you under separate cover, to the
Trail Conference at 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
September 18, 1939. Oliver L. Hall, State Librarian, Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine,
to Myron Avery, Lubec, Maine
Dear Mr. Avery:
With appreciation, I acknowledge the receipt of your material about Maine, which you have
presented to the library.
I have made a note of your suggestions regarding the articles, and we will indeed be glad to let
you know about the cataloguing and disposition when we have carefully checked the material.
Thank you, too, for promising, us further additions along these lines. The library will be happy to
receive such data, which is certainly of high value.
September 19. 1939. E. M. Hamlin, Manager, The American Thread Company, Milo,
Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of Sept. 11th.
We have no plan for operating on Township 7, Range 9, in the near future. There is no material
quantity of merchantable White Birch on that town. Most of this specie is too old to be utilized
for spool manufacture.
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On the north slope of the mountain range there is a good stand of merchantable Spruce, which
will doubtless be taken some time, but we would not expect that such an operation would reach
to the summit of the mountain because of the difficulty and expense of operation and the poorer
character of the growth on the mountain tops. Furthermore, most of these table-lands drop off
precipitously, making the logging from them impracticable, to say the least.
It is my best judgment that you have no reason to feel anxious about damage to, or destruction of,
your trail across this town.
{Copy Me. A.T. Board, Green – Schairer. 6 Copies}
September 19, 1939. Osbourn Heard, Carnegie Institution of Washington, Department of
Embryology, Baltimore, Maryland, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Rest in peace! The sign was placed on the post by means of battons to the sign all ready there.
Stones were piled; and piled by the Heard gang en masse—Quite a monument to their industry. I
saw the sign near the toll dam—Gambrill placed it approximately—your head must have been in
the clouds when you passed.
Do you need the wheel? Will be seeing you soon I hope.
September 19, 1939. M. Leary, The National Survey, Chester, Vermont, to E. H. Walker,
Chairman, Map Committee, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club {Attention Myron, E. H.
W.}
Dear Sir:
You will recall that in August, last year, you wrote us regarding our map of Maine showing the
Appalachian Trail. We wrote you at that time, telling you that our stock of these maps was
exhausted. Since then we have brought out a new issue of our bookform map of Maine, which
sells for $1.95.
Hoping to have your order which will receive our prompt and careful attention,
September 20th, 1939. Jean Stephenson [?] or Marion Park [?] to Mr. Wheeler [White
Mountain National Forest Representative at Conference, possibly Gerald Wheeler, who was
Supervisor of the WMNF in the early 1960s.]
Dear Mr. Wheeler:
I am sorry to bother you but must ask for assistance in straightening out my accounts in
connection with the Appalachian Trail Conference.
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Mr. Monahan duly gave me the amount of your bills, which was $18.00; I duly entered the
$18.00 and made out the receipt for it, which I held to send to you, although I have not yet gotten
around to doing it (until now). However I failed to indicate either in my account book or on the
receipt whether the payment was by cash or check. On that same day, Tuesday, I received
another $18.00 payment, and entered, it similarly. On the running list of checks I kept, and the
daily count of cash I made, I have listed one $18.00 check received that day, and the cash shows
I received $18.00 in cash. So it is clear either you or the other person paid in cash, and which
ever did not pay in cash paid by a check. My list of checks was for use in balancing cash and
does not show from whom the checks were received.
The reason it has become important is this. In closing up things at Daicey Pond, we are sure a
check for $18.00 was accidently destroyed. When I made my final record of checks for deposit
there was no $18.00 among the lot. And in settling final accounts I am out $18.00, So the check
noted in my check list for Tuesday quite clearly disappeared between then and when I left.
If you paid by check, will you please stop payment on it, and send me a new one. If you paid by
cash, send me a note to that effect, and I will know it was the other person’s check, not yours.
I am sorry to bother you with this, but of course, do not want to lose the $18.00, when it is
evident that the loss was of a check which can be replaced.
P.S. Will you see Mr. Ingersoll has my correct address when he collects his expense account.
September 20, 1939. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine
Dear Fred:
I have been awaiting each day a report from you that Sir William Campbell had broken on the
Rainbow-Nahmakanta stretch the world’s record for automobile speed which was established on
the salt flats around Salt Lake City, or it may be that if the rains set in, they will hold the
Presidents Cup Races, which are being held in Washington this weekend, up there instead. At
any rate, I will be interested to know how your road project is coming and if I hear of any good
road building contracting jobs, I will be sure to let you know.
You wrote me last spring and said that you would be willing to take on each year and fit it into
your program keeping the Trail open from West Branch to the head of Nahmakanta, I told you
that before I could tell you definitely, I would want to look over the situation and see what the
people in the Conference had to say about the work that was done and the arrangement. If you
have taken a look at the Trail between the dam and your Camps, I do not need to say very much
about what their comment was. Frankly, considering what you have to pay your men for road
work and the fact that only two days were used on the Trail work, I can’t argue very much with
my friends who tell me that they don’t think that much work could have been done by the Camps
between the Camps and the dam. I know that the work from the West Branch to your Camps was
done early in the year and this may account for the fact that the raspberry bushes had grown in
pretty bad in spots that I told you needed clearing.
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We have made arrangements with various people so that automatically, without hearing from us,
each year they will go to work and clear certain sections of the Trail. This is all the way from
Katahdin to the Kennebec. I would like, of course, to work out this arrangement with you, but I
do feel that we did not get very much trail clearing for the money involved. Certainly the jobs to
the south were very much better. You will notice how the Trail was mowed from the dam to the
spring. It is only about 3 miles to your Camps and it would seem as if the only solution to this
thing would be to mow that entire section and that it ought not to take a man more than three
days to do this. At the rate you pay your men, $15.00 should not only cover this mowing but
allow ample to get the Trail in good shape from the West Branch to your Camps. I know that you
have been busy with the road and have not had as much free time as you might have been able to
devote to the job. Perhaps what it needs is going over twice a year, in late June and again in
August when the grass and brakes get up.
I just wish you would deal as liberally with the Trail work as you have done on the road
proposition and then I think everyone would have been satisfied. I wish you would take a look at
the Trail and see if you don't agree with the opinions expressed to me that this 3 mile section was
the worst part of the entire route and that for the money involved at local wages, it should have
been much better. If you feel that we can count on a much better job next year, now that you
have the road out of the way, I think we can arrange to go ahead with it, but certainly to get
satisfactory work, this 3 miles from Rainbow Dam to your Camps should be mowed. You can
appreciate, too, what it will do in the way of keeping your telephone line clear.
September 20, 1939. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall, Old Town, Maine
Dear Jim:
As perhaps you have seen from the Maine papers, our Katahdin Conference was eminently
satisfactory. We were favored with excellent weather. During all of the time that we were there
and down on the Trail, there was not a single day’s rain. I found the Trail in excellent shape, due
to the maintenance work for which we had arranged.
The cable bridge at the West Branch aroused considerable interest. Some of our people wanted to
know if the timber was painted or creosoted before being used. I think that what they had in
mind was trying to initiate steps for such preservative treatment in the event that it was not done
initially. I did not know the answer and I thought I would write you and ask if you could give me
the name of the CCC foreman who did the job or forward this letter to him so that I could get
from him full information as to what preservative steps might be required.
September 20, 1939. Myron Avery to Ben L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia
National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine {Copy sent Warner, Sawyer, Stubbs, Taylor, Philbrick,
Schairer, Greene, for recommendations}
Dear Ben:
In keeping with our understanding, I am writing you at length in connection with the lean-tos
which need to be built to complete the chain across Maine.
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I have also spoken to the Camp proprietors along the various sections of the Trail where the leantos need to be built. I refer to the situation under the respective lean-tos.
This entire matter is of the greatest concern to Leon Potter at the Antlers Camps. Potter is, as you
may know, an aggressive and industrious individual who has built up a very fine reputation for
his camps. Fishing is his particular interest and he has been at great pains to try to preserve this
in every possible manner. His difficulty grows out of people from Millinocket, etc., coming into
his territory. The two localities which I list are entirely satisfactory to him in that they seem far
enough away from his best fishing. He is particularly anxious not to disclose the location of
Church Pond where he has an outlying camp and the trail to which he keeps very carefully
hidden. Both of the shelters in Potter’s area apparently come on Great Northern land. The second
one, the one at Crawford Dam, would be very easy to reach from the Kokadjo-B Pond Road, as it
is only about 3/4 m. down from the road and it might even be possible to get a truck into the
damsite.
Potaywadjo Spring
This is about 3-1/2 m. from Potter's and The Appalachian Trail over Potaywadjo Ridge is
delightful. The spring would make a fine location. The only disadvantage is the lack of spruce
and cedar, for this is almost a pure hardwood stand. However, a little farther north on the Trail at
Twitchell Brook at Pemadumcook Lake there is a growth of spruce and cedar which could be
made to serve. This is a section which could be reached very easily by boat from Pemadumcook
Lake and the crew could camp where the Trail comes out on the shore of Pemadumcook Lake on
Twitchell Brook. Potter could be used to transport the crews into this area. The walk from the
lake is less than a mile.
Crawford Dam
The shelter next south is a considerable problem. In order to protect Potter’s territory and get it
far enough away from Church Pond, it seems necessary to carry it as far as the dam on Crawford
Pond. This is a well-known locality and, in Potter’s opinion, the existence of the lean-to would
have little effect on the fishing of Cooper Brook, which would take place in any event. (But for
this consideration, with the view of adequate spacing, it would be much better to have the shelter
about 3 miles down Cooper Brook from Crawford Pond.) This means a jump of about 13 miles
between Potaywadjo Spring and Cooper Brook, which in normal circumstances is decidedly too
long. There isn't any climbing, however. We have a peculiar problem here and I think that this is
the best method of dealing with it.
If you are looking for a shelter nearest to a road to start with, I would suggest the Crawford
Damsite. For Crawford Dam, the East Branch of Pleasant River and the one on the north slope of
White Cap, I suggest that you enlist the cooperation of Charles Berry at the Yoke Pond Camps.
You probably know him. He has been a fine friend to the Trail and helped us out on many
occasions. We have a definite arrangement with him whereby he provides the necessary
maintenance work from Church Pond on the Cooper Brook Road to the summit of White Cap.
Even though the shelter on the north side of White Cap is nearer Chadwick’s and you probably
will make arrangements with him eventually in this connection as this is the easiest way in, I
think it would be better to see Berry in the first instance. I have spoken to Berry about the plans
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and they are to his satisfaction and he expects to see you at some time either in the fall or the
spring. For the shelters on the East Branch, the easiest way in would be from the Kokadjo-B
Pond Road where it hits Pleasant River. From here you would follow the old logging road west
up the East Branch for about 1-1/2 miles.
North Side of White Cap
You can drive to within a mile of Chadwick's. From here by buckboard it is a mile to his Camps.
Then by using a boat to the outlet, it will be only about .8 m. up the blue-blazed side trail shown
on the White Cap Map to the shelter location. I have also spoken to Chadwick about your
coming into the section.
Hay Brook
The next shelter, it seems to me, should be located not only for Appalachian Trail use but with
the thought in mind that it would serve as a basis for travel in Gulf Hagas. Don't fail to see this. I
believe that it would be best to put this just at the edge of the woods where the Trail coming
down Hay Brook turns west on the old Pleasant River Road. This will be an easy place to reach
by truck, since, as you will note from our Chairback- Barren Map, you can drive as far as White
Brook and Perham has a buckboard going to his Camps which would go by the Hay Brook field.
I looked over the section of Trail close to Hay Brook, thinking perhaps it might be better to have
it somewhere farther away from the road. I did not see any very good locality, however. (It is
only 1-1/2 miles from the Pleasant River West Branch Road to where The Appalachian Trail
swings off the telephone line and the fire warden’s route to White Cap, so that you could easily
travel this to determine if a better location were possible.) While it might serve as a base for
fishing the West Branch of Pleasant River, I have the feeling that it would be of use in
connection with Gulf Hagas. The lean-to should not be too far away from the old field.
The Barren-Chairback Range
This is something of a problem because of the distance involved and the fishing situation. The
distance from Perham’s Camps to Bodfish Farm is 17 miles and this is rough, hard travel.
Perham’s is 3 miles from Hay Brook. I have come to the conclusion that the best thing to do
would be to divide the section in half and put the shelter near a spring between Third and Fourth
Mountains. William Dore, of Mountain View Camps on Long Pond (3-1/2 miles by tote-road
from the gravel road at Bodfish Farm) suggested this as the best site along the Barren-Chairback
Range. You would need to have him go with you to point out the exact location. (I had in mind
the swamp on the old Judkins Road in the sag between Barren and Fourth Mountains which is
nearer Dore’s side trail. Dore, however, thought the water here was not particularly good and
undoubtedly his suggestion is a better one, although it is longer and more difficult to reach.)
Theoretically, it might be better to have two shelters on this mountain, one at the north end and
one at the south end. I am afraid, however, that any structure on the north end might be used for
fishing the Chairback Ponds. There would not be the same difficulty with one on the south end.
Probably the easiest way of going in here would be to drive on the gravel road for a mile beyond
Bodfish Farm. From here it is 3 miles up Dore’s tote-road to the foot of Long Pond. His Camp is
about 1/2 mile farther up. As you will note on the map, the sag between Barren and Fourth is
easily reached by Dore’s 3-mile blue-blazed side trail which is a very excellent trail with an easy
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grade. It will, however, be more trouble to get farther north to the spring between Third and
Fourth. This whole area belongs to the American Thread Company, of which E. M. Hamlin of
Milo is the leading official. There are rumors that there may be lumbering in this section. We
shall try to do what we can to see if they will not spare the Trail route. We have here about 17
miles of magnificent woods trail of unbroken spruce and fir and it is something which really
should be definitely preserved. The one drawback to my suggestion is the length between the
Hay Brook shelter and the one between Third and Fourth. It would be a matter of some 10-1/2
miles and this is quite a distance in this terrain. It would really be much better to put it at 8 miles
from Hay Brook. Doing so, however, would put the Shelter at West Chairback Pond which pond
Perham and Arnold use for fishing, and I am afraid would only serve as a base for outside parties
to come in. As I have said, it would be much better to have two structures in this section rather
than one.
Little Wilson Shelter
Any structure here is going to have a lot of local use for fishing, etc. If it is too close to Little
Wilson Campground, it will have transient use and if too close to the ponds in this section, it will
be just used as a base for fishing. The Trail between Little Wilson and Monson is easy trail to
travel and I think you would probably want to go in and cover this section yourself. I would
suggest the best arrangement would be about 1 mile beyond the Little Wilson Campground.
Breakneck Ridge
The last structure should be as near Blanchard as possible in order to balance with Little Wilson.
This will be a very easy one to reach and it would be a matter of the first water where the Trail
turns off from the gravel road about 3/4 of a mile west of Blanchard.
There is an existing shelter on Moxie Mountain 9 miles from Blanchard.
I hope that this review is clear and that it will give you something to work with. I will appreciate
your letting me know how the matter develops and the steps you take in connection with getting
the necessary authorizations. The connection and interest of the Park Service officials should
help greatly in this connection.
I am working out a detailed arrangement for the maintenance of the Trail between Katahdin and
the Kennebec River, copy of which I will forward to you in due course, as I think you will find it
of interest.
There is one specific thing which needs to be done on the Trail and that is to provide some sort
of crossing for Long Pond Stream at Slugundy. We had a bridge built here which lasted three
years and then went out. It is just a short distance on The Appalachian Trail off of Dore's toteroad and if you go in there, you will know the situation and I will talk to you about it. I wish you
would keep this in mind.
I expect to be in Boston the last week in September and there is a possibility that I may be down
as far as Portland. If, with the benefit of this letter, you think it would be of any help to go over
the matters in person, let me know and perhaps we could get together somewhere on route.
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I will be at the Parker House in Boston, where a letter would reach me.
September 20, 1939. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Chief Fire Warden, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I had hoped that I would have an opportunity to talk with you in Monson about Trail conditions
and arrangements for continuing each year the work which you had done for us this year. We
spent the night of September 3rd at Earley’s Sebec Lake Camps and as we had to drive from
Bodfish Farm through Monson, I did not have an opportunity that day. The next day we went
from Little Wilson Campground to just outside of Monson, but as we had to make a bus
connection with the late afternoon train at Bangor, I did not find any opportunity.
On the whole, I was very much pleased with the Trail condition. On the Barren-Chairback Range
in the black growth it certainly was first-class. This really takes very little work up here except
clearing out the deadfalls. The worst trouble seems to be with the hardwood sprouts and some
few sections of the old stage road which were alder-grown.
It was reported to me that the Trail between Blanchard and Monson was very much overgrown in
the old chopping. I hardly thought this could be the case, for this was one of the places where
you were to do some work and I assumed that this report was based on conditions prior to when
the work was done. I wish you would let me know about it.
We have worked out definite arrangements for the Trail maintenance from Katahdin to the
middle of the Barren-Chairback Range. We have four or five people who will get the work done
each year without our having to write in and make specific arrangements. By knowing in
advance that the work is to be done, it can be fitted into the regular Camp schedule and done at
convenience. We are assured that it will be looked after. What I would like to do is to work out
with you an arrangement similar to this year to care for the Trail, beginning on the BarrenChairback Range at Dore's side trail through to Bodfish Farm and from Little Wilson to Monson,
and Monson to Blanchard. This is what was done this year but we need to add another section.
We have no way of taking care of the nine miles from Blanchard to Moxie Bald. From Moxie
Bald down to Troutdale Cabins it is Forest Service trail. They tell me it is mighty tough and
practically the worst section of the Trail in Maine but that is the responsibility of the Forest
Service and if it does not keep its section of Trail up, it is its fault and not ours, so that our
maintenance problems will end at Moxie Bald. This year we sent you $24.00. There will be less
work needed next year on what was done this year so that the section from Blanchard to Moxie
can get the benefit of additional work. I will be there during the summer to check it over. What I
would like to do is to count on your planning to have the work done from Dore's trail to Moxie
Bald next summer. Let me know when it is done and we will send you a check for $30.00. This
is as much as we can count on for this section. Knowing you and your interest in the Trail, I
would depend upon you to see that we get a fair return of Trail work. This is not a case of
wealthy city people coming across with the money. It is hard to raise and it comes only from the
interest of people who would work if they could but are too far away. If, when we go over the
Trail it does not seen to be in good shape, it of course means that our sources of revenue are
foreclosed.
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As I came along the Trail I noticed several things which I should like to have borne in mind for
next year. These are:
1. A few of the trees on the side trail to Cloud Pond should be chopped out.
2. There is quite a growth of hardwood sprouts near the Long Pond [Stream?] crossing.
3. On the old stage road near Little Wilson crossing and in the alder swamp beyond there are
several places where the alders should be mowed out.
I am sending to you some pruning shears and weeders. These weeders are particularly useful in
getting out the grass, raspberry bushes and small sprouts. They are much easier to handle than a
scythe. In the event that we do not work out arrangements for carrying on this work, we will pick
them up next year.
The board signs in this section seem to have suffered badly and we are making some, particularly
for Little Wilson Falls, to replace those that have been destroyed. We saw the man who is
lumbering at the old Thompson place and he told us that his operations will not interfere with the
Trail but what was done last year has made it a little difficult to follow the route from the turnoff to Jim Whyte's place to Little Wilson. This needs repainting to show that the route follows
the hauling road rather than the old path which winds across it like a snake.
Have you any information as to whether the Advance Bag and Paper Company will be cutting on
Barren this year?
I will appreciate your letting me hear from you, particularly as to the Blanchard-Monson section
and what you think we can work out in the way of getting a definite arrangement for carrying out
the maintenance of this section of Trail. I should imagine that most of the work next year should
be done west of Blanchard with the exception of checking up on the points that I have referred to.
The side trail to Big Wilson Cliffs needs some clearing too. Incidentally, the most important
thing is that crossing of Little Wilson. No one could ever get over the birch log the way it is now.
Either another tree should be dropped beside it or the top of the birch log should be flattened off
and a wire or some kind of a hand rail put on. If you look at it, you will see what I mean. I
gathered the impression from one of your letters that this crossing had been fixed up and was all
right. When you look at it you will see that it certainly is not and this is one of the things that
should be fixed. I am going to try to see what can be done in the way of getting a crossing put
across long Pond Stream, as Will Dore told me about his conversation with you.
{Copy Greene}
September 20, 1939. OWNERS OF LEAN-TO SITES REFERRED TO IN LETTER OF M.
H. AVERY TO ASSISTANT SUPT. B. L. HADLEY
(Ownership is based on 1938 issue of MAINE STATE VALUATIONS
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Site

Location

Owner

Potaywadjo Spring

T1 R10 W.E.L.S.

G. N. P. Co.

Crawford Pond

TA R11 W.E.L.S.

G. T. Carlisle Trustee et als.

North Side of White Cap Mtn.

(This site is close to the south line of TA R12
(Hollingsworth & Whitney) or the north line of East
Bowdoin College grant (T7 R10 N.W.P.) Eastern Land Co.
or Eastern Manufacturing Co.

Hay Brook

Bowdoin College East Grant

Barren-Chairback Range

T7 R9 N.W.P.

Little Wilson Stream

Elliotsville Plantation

Breakneck Ridge

Blanchard Town.

“

“

American Thread Co., Milo

{See later list attached to letter 12/19/39}
September 20, 1939. Myron Avery to Waldo N. Seavy, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Seavey:
You have probably noted from the Maine newspapers, particularly the stories in the Portland
Sunday Telegram and the Lewiston Journal, that our Conference at Katahdin was eminently
satisfactory. We had around 150 people at the sessions and some forty started down over the
Trail in three groups. I have never been in the woods before with less rain and the whole sessions
left, I am sure, a very pleasant impression of the Maine woods and its recreational facilities.
It was a matter of extreme regret to all of us that the pressure of your engagements precluded
your attendance or any members of your staff at the Conference. Mr. Fechner was there for three
days. His talk was most interesting and he expressed himself as wishing to have the CCC do
everything possible in connection with the Trail in Maine. This sort of meeting would have
afforded, I should have thought, an opportunity to establish useful contacts for furthering CCC
work in the State.
I was sorry to learn from the Park Service that the Baxter State Park Commission had refused to
enter upon the Appalachian Trailway Agreement. This leaves Maine as the one State in fourteen
which has refused to go along with us. I am wondering if perhaps there is not some
misunderstanding as to the nature of the Agreement which could have been cleared up if it had
been possible to have attended the Amherst Meeting in March with the other State
representatives. It is, after all, merely a declaration of policy and the cancellation clause is ample
protection. The Agreement has no relationship to privately owned lands and presently it would
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only affect the 5 miles in Baxter State Park. Since the other New England States--and some good
Republican ones too--have gone along with the Agreement, we feel that there must be some
misunderstanding as to the nature of the Agreement. Perhaps it may have been due to the
personal opposition of Mr. Baxter.
If there is any specific objection which I could clear up by explanation, I should be very happy to
have the opportunity as it is a matter of keen regret to me to have to say that my own State is the
only unit which will not support the Trailway Agreement. I feel that The Appalachian Trail as a
recreational resource is a distinct contribution to Maine and as such, deserves the support of the
State authorities. I feel sure that Mr. Greaton, from his attendance at the Conference, will bear
me out in my feeling that the Trail is a distinct recreational asset to the State and worthy of its
approval rather than disapproval.
As a contribution to the Katahdin area, I would call your attention to the action of the Conference
in having first prepared a list of needed signs (163) in the Katahdin area and with the cooperation
of the Maine Development Commission, arranging for their manufacture and installation.
Certainly this is a credible contribution from the Conference.
I have taken the liberty. In view of my desire to clear up any possible misunderstanding as to the
Trailway Agreement, of forwarding a copy of this letter to the other members of the Board
supervising the Baxter State Park, Messrs. Stobie and Burkett.
I hope if there is any specific difficulty which a personal interview might dispose of that I will be
advised. I shall be in Maine during the last week in September.
Copy to Mr. Stobie {Personal}
Mr. Burkett {Personal}
September 21, 1939. Robert G. Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. McKennery called in our office yesterday and requested my approval of work on the
Appalachian Trail from the Ledge House, over Bigelow and Sugarloaf to Redington Pond. This
was all a part of the regular projects which we set up for the fire hazard reduction crew last
spring. I told him to go ahead on this work provided it would not be to the detriment of other
projects which we are seeking to finish in the Forestry District now. He said that it could be done
this fall and that they would probably use local men from the Dead River region to do the work
and that it would take about two weeks.
After this is done, I believe that it will clear up the remaining obstructions on the trail, which
were caused by last fall’s hurricane.
{Copy: Sawyer, Attwood, Helon Taylor, Walter Greene, Gordon Hunt, Sawtelle, Hadley}
September 21, 1939. Myron Avery to Rev. Albert D. Boyer, Box 346, Monson, Maine
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Dear Mr. Boyer:
Your letter of August 29, 1939, from Northeast Harbor, addressed to The Appalachian Trail
Conference, has been referred to me. I have been away from Washington for some time in
connection with The Appalachian Trail Conference which was held at Katahdin. I am sorry that I
did not receive it before my return, for in connection with the Conference we had a number of
hiking parties over the Trail and the trips ended at Monson. For lack of accommodations nearby,
we were driven to Earley's Camps at Sebec Lake. It would, of course, have been much more
convenient to have been able to stop at some place on the Trail.
I wish that we might have known of your activity so that we could have determined definitely
where the buildings to which you refer are located. Will you kindly specify your exact location?
I am enclosing a copy of the map of the Monson area which is contained in our Guidebook.
We have sent you under separate cover some of the literature descriptive of the Trail in Maine.
We issue a 400 page Guidebook which is now in its third edition, which lists the available
accommodations. Supplements appear periodically of this Guide and if your property is prepared
for the purpose of caring for transients, we shall of course be very glad to list it in the next
edition of the Guide. I would suggest that you would want to have signs made of your own
accord at the beginning of this section of Trail, say at Little Wilson Campground and at
Blanchard, pointing along the Trail and indicating your property so that hikers en route might
know of it, apart from the Guidebook. I assume that you would also put up a sign to the effect
that the accommodations are available at your place.
The rates charged at regular sporting camps on lakes for people using the Trail are $3.50 a day.
This is for overnight lodging, dinner, breakfast and a packed lunch, free use of canoes and other
facilities. Since, however, I assume you could not provide the same facilities, I assume that you
would have a somewhat different rate. I should like to know this so that we can state it in the
next edition of the Guidebook.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has an individual membership, of which we should be glad to
furnish particulars, but this membership is not pre-requisite to having your facilities listed as an
available accommodation. We would expect that you would keep an eye on the Trail, advise us
of its condition and, if necessary, might be disposed to do some emergency work which would
keep it open and passable, which of course would be to your advantage, as you would get the
benefit of travel.
Mr. Harry Davis, of Monson, can tell you more of the Trail and Trail activities.
I trust that this letter will answer your inquiries and that in due course you will advise us
definitely as to where your building is located, so that we may furnish specific information in the
Guidebook.
September 23, 1939. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:-
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Yours of Sept. 13th at hand. I do not know about the trail from Oberton to Saddleback but do not
think it is very bad or I would have heard it mentioned as I have seen some people who have
traveled it. I have not had time to get over the Dead River to Kennebec section as yet. I put up a
warning sign at Oberton and Bigelow Village reading: Trail obstructed. Detour or pass at your
own risk. I did not post the Little Bigelow section as I found that Stillman Johnson had put in
about four days on this section and did a very good job of clearing and remarking. He did not cut
out the larger blowdowns but either cleared around, over or under them enough to get by and
remarked them. I went over this section after him and did quite a bit more remarking. I also took
down the Dead River trail signs. The most of the blowdowns are in the lumbered section from
the Ledge House to about the two mile mark. The rest of this section is in fine shape.
If it would be in order I would like to suggest Stillman Johnson of Skowhegon (summer address
Dead River) as a member of our Maine Appalachian Trail Club. He has done a good job and the
trail in Bigelow section from Bigelow Village to Dead River is in good shape except for the two
miles near Ledge House and that is well marked.
September 23, 1939. Jean Stephenson to Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine
Dear Mr. Cobb:
Mrs. Cobb has probably told you of my surprise at finding that you were making a charge of
$15.00 for guides and canoes over and above the amount I had expected to pay for the
Appalachian Trail Conference party at your camp on August 24 and 25. When I explained about
it, she said she had not talked to you about it, so possibly It had not been your intention to make
such a charge; nevertheless, before completing my work in connection with the Conference, I felt
I should take up the matter with you, as you may have been expecting to hear from me.
I have not been able to do anything about it before now as I had to wait to see Mr. Avery, who
had had the correspondence with you. He has been In Washington only for a few days, and I only
had an opportunity to speak to him very briefly. He has gone out of town again and will not be
back until sometime in October. Yet I do not wish to delay longer on this.
Since I was handling the finances and it was necessary to know in advance what the cost at each
place would be, Mr. Avery told me that at your camps it would be $5.00 per day per person. That
checked with the amount mentioned in the folder you sent to me when I asked about your
charges. Therefore, that was the only expense I anticipated in that connection.
As the Conference was coming into that area Mr. Avery because of his feeling for you, was
personally anxious that you should get some of the business, even though it meant some
increased expense, that is, there would be more expense at your camps than if all the parties had
returned from Katahdin to Daicey Pond. He seemed quite surprised when I told him that the
question of incidental charges had arisen and was sure there was some misunderstanding about it.
However, he said that, naturally, it should not be expected that those who were taken to your
place should pay additional unanticipated sums for things that would not have cost extra at other
places, but that if there was not some misunderstanding and there really were charges in addition
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to the amount mentioned and which had been mentioned in the folder furnished me, he would
take care of them personally; that as he had written and made the arrangements with you, and
had told me what the charge would be, so we could decide if we could stand the added expense
incurred by sending some of the party over to your Camps, it was, he felt. incumbent on him to
take care of any additional charges.
As far as the guide matter was concerned, he said that he had wanted to work out some reason
for the party to stay two days instead of just overnight, and to offer them some inducement to go
back down that side of the mountain instead of returning over the other Trail. As it was a hiking
group, he thought the expedition to Twin Ponds would be interesting to them, and as only you
people knew the Trail, he had asked you about it; when you said it could be done he had assumed
you had understood the situation and so would arrange for the group to take the trip.
Mr. Avery seemed to be quite anxious that you should not feel that he had brought a party into
the area that would make difficulty about the charges after the events had occurred; yet I am sure
you can appreciate the circumstances and see my difficulty now--in paying charges which had
not been planned for, and that it did not occur either to him or to me that the charges as
mentioned in your letters and the circular to which you referred me did not cover the cost we
would be put to. It is all quite embarrassing to me.
I am now closing up my accounts, and since I had not set aside a sum to take care of these
additional charges, while I did not get a chance to talk to Mr. Avery about them sufficiently to
know what more I could do about it, in view of his statements as I have outlined them above I
will consider the matter as closed from the viewpoint of my duties in connection with the
Conference. If after looking back on your correspondence you feel you should make these
additional charges, I would suggest that you take the matter up directly with Mr. Avery, sending
him such a bill as you feel may be in order.
May I say that the group who went to your camps enjoyed themselves very much and have been
loud in praise of the camps, the food, and the treatment received. They only wish they could have
stayed longer, and several plan on returning. Of course, I did not tell any of them of the difficulty
that arose, as I did not wish any unpleasant note to dim their pleasure in the place.
September 26, 1939. Edward W. Connors, Admin. Asst., CCC, Maine Forest Service,
Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reply to yours of the 18th is delayed due to absence from the office.
At the first opportunity, we will discuss the various recommendations made by you with the
representatives of the Boston office to see how they feel as regards sending of enrollees so far
from the main camp. If that office and the Army has no objections, it would seem as though the
work proposed by you could be done this coming year.
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September 26, 1939. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, to Myron Avery [The usual
hard-to-read hand writing.]
Dear Avery:
Your letter received. We are done on our road for a few days. It isn’t quite as wet and slippery as
when your party came down over it, altho we took the Rocks out, we plowed it and went over it
with a road scraper twice and made it look different. We have most of the Bridges built and it is
a good buckboard road now. We have it now so that we can use a Dump truck on it to fix the
wet places.
I feel better about the road since we scraped it and expect to be able to drive over next season at
least. May hard gravel this Fall on this end.
I was surprised that you didn’t like the road.
I was down over the road in May and June and cut the old logs out but hadn’t been down for
some time before you came through except once with the cows when it was dry. It is usually wet
in the morning. I never saw it at its best any other way. At least 6 or 8 mudholes—that is always
bad in good weather. Needs to be codroyed to be good walking. The cows didn’t eat the grass
off as they did other years. We spent 2 days with 3 men at one time on the other end. As hard a
day as we have had this summer. Travel and all. Had 6 days @ 2.50 per day. I am sure we did
more clearing out than you could get for 3.00 per day for their board. We went over the lower
road the other day. Took until 1:30 PM to get shingles to lower camp. Started in the forenoon.
We made over the first piece in June to early for the Grass and weeds. I have understood from
you that you didn’t expect to cut the grass on this trail. The C.C.C. didn’t. The more it is cut the
stronger it gets.
If you want us to we can cut the bushes and old fallen logs out in the spring and mow grass and
brush out the middle of July then you could see and jump the mudholes.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

277

September 28, 1939. Myron Avery to Fred Chadwick, Third West Branch Pond, Kokadjo,
Maine
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
In keeping with our arrangements, I have had made the signs needed for the junction of your
blue-blazed trail with The Appalachian Trail. The signs which go up near the old camps where
The Appalachian Trail turns south to go over White Cap are Nos. 69, 70, and 71. You will
readily see how they should be pointed. In order to make them effective, I hope that you can take
the time to have a post set in the middle of the clearing and the signs nailed on, so that they will
stay there and point in the right direction. There was a large cedar post on which the old signs
were placed, but this apparently was not driven into the ground and fell down. Sign 71-A would
be at your Camps where the blue-blazes start at the fence.
I will appreciate your letting me know when the signs are in place and when you get around to
do some work in clearing the blue-blazed trail which is certainly much needed. With these signs
and the blue-blazed trail open, you will get the advantage of the proximity of the Trail to your
Camps. At the present the word seems to have gone around that it is a pretty tough matter to get
over the blue-blazed trail, which will discourage travelers.
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We certainly enjoyed our stay at your Camps and particularly the meals which were served to us.
{Signs will be sent along in about 3 weeks Will take a little time to get them ready.}
September 28, 1939. Myron Avery to W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Dore:
I am sending you under separate cover two signs to go up on the Trail and your tote-road. It
seems to me that we should have one sign conspicuously placed where your tote-road leaves the
gravel road, because of the tendency to continue on here. We asked Mr. Day to put up here one
of our large Appalachian Trail highway signs but this may not be conspicuous. This sign, which
is No. 110-A, points to the right and preferably it should be on the left-hand side of the road,
pointing across the road toward the stream, so as to strike the eye and turn people from the gravel
road. It will also be a useful sign for directing people to your Camps from the gravel road. I
would think it would be worthwhile to cut a post and set the sign up about six or seven feet and
far enough off from the road so it would not be struck by trucks and yet would be perfectly,
visible.
There is one sign that is wrongly placed. This is the one where your tote-road leaves The
Appalachian Trail near Slugundy. The sign should really be on the other, the right-hand, side of
the road in order to point people toward Barren Mountain. The present sign points them up your
tote- road. This is No. 110 and it should be, as you will note, on the right- hand side of the Trail
and point toward Barren Mountain. I wish you would take the present sign down and put this one
up. You will see what is wrong with the location of the present sign.
As we promised you, I am sending a pair of pruning shears and also some weeders which are
very useful in mowing out small grass, etc.
I understand that you will keep open the Trail from Long Pond to West Branch of Pleasant River
as well as your own trail. If you need any paint or tools in this connection, or if you know of any
signs being down, please let us know so that we may take the necessary steps.
We certainly enjoyed our visit at your Camps and count on seeing you again very soon. You will
find attached to the signs the galvanized nails which we use to prevent the signs from rusting.
There should be about l/2 inch of the nail left projecting to allow for the growth of the tree.
{Signs will be along in about 3 weeks.}
October 6, 1939. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Stan:
I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Helen Taylor. I am not quite clear as to the Bigelow
situation as we intend to have only one route--that over Little Bigelow. My letter to Taylor may
make the matter clearer. Certainly you are right in saying that the old Parsons Trail to the sag
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should not be used in place of the former route but we don’t intend to use that. Perhaps the
trouble is that the warden by mistake remarked the old route.
I called on Jones. He said they couldn't do anything with the bridge.
Perhaps the Bigelow situation may be accounted for by the fact that the Maine Supplement--by
some oversight—didn't reach you. I enclose it.
Call Sawyer about what Jones told him about reclearing a trail on a fork of Bull Branch which
must be mighty close to your trail. It didn't quite get to the top.
Thanks for sending me the first Supplement to Mountains of Maine.
October 6, 1939. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I have been away and delayed in answering your letter of September 23rd. I am much interested
in the information you have sent me.
Last Sunday I saw the Trail from Maine Highway 17 to South Arm. It gave me an opportunity to
check on the hurricane damage which was bad around Elephant. It did seem as if the logs might
have been cut out wider but it was an awful problem. On the whole this section is quite good
now except in the bush grown tote-road on the western end.
I also saw the Foreman of the Deficiency Camp. Our effort has apparently resulted in success for
he said that a crew was being hired locally to clear between Sugarloaf and Orbeton Stream and
on Little Bigelow. I don’t know what they proposed to [do] between the Ledge House and The
Kennebec. Fear nothing will happen here. I had suggested that they get in touch with you so you
may know all about it by now.
I will remember what you write about Stillman Johnson and care for it at the first opportunity.
I enclose a letter from Stanley Attwood. There seems some misunderstanding and perhaps
Attwood does not know that we have abandoned the Dead River Route and won’t use any trail
except the one coming west from Ledge House over Little Bigelow. If Stillman Johnson
repainted the blazes down the old Dead River route this is too bad. I understood you had
removed the board signs at the Junction on the mountain and at Dead River Village. Also I
suppose that you removed at the junction on the Mountain any markings which led down the
former Trail so that anyone coming east from Bigelow would find no marks at the junction.
There is too much to do to paint out with black all the blazes on this abandoned part of the Dead
River route on Bigelow but I would certainly get them out for a ways from the road, and
certainly for the mile along the road at Dead River Post Office.
When you write me about how those matters stand will you send a carbon to Stanley Attwood,
Box 168, Lewiston, Mains so he will to posted as to the situation.
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Sometime during the next year shall go over all this section west of the river.
October 6, 1939. Myron Avery to The National Survey, Chester, Vermont
Gentlemen:
Your letter of September 19th to E. H. Walker has been referred to me. I understand that you
have had some correspondence with Mr. Ned K, Anderson of Sherman, Conn with respect to the
route of the Appalachian Trail. Will you kindly advise me if your Maine map shows the route of
the Trail and whether it appears on other Maps issued by you. As there have been some
relocations in Maine if you care to forward a copy of your map I shall be glad to plot the changes
and return the map to you.
October 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Arthur Fogg, Eastern States Mountain Club, Portland,
Maine
Dear Mr. Fogg:
You may recall that some time past when we were scouting for the route of The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, we had some correspondence in relation to the Trail route and that you made a
number of trips to western Maine in connection with the Trail route.
Mr. Attwood, of Lewiston, tells me that your mountain climbing activities are increasing rather
than waning and that you have the reputation of having climbed more of the mountains of Maine
than any other person. I am frequently in the State and I expect to be there again the latter part of
October. The last time I was in Portland I tried to find you in the telephone directory, thinking
we might take lunch together. As I expect to be in Maine during the month, if you could let me
know how I could reach you by phone, I would get in touch with you when I am in Portland.
I note with interest that the Eastern States Mountain Club has put a new trail on Tumbledown. It
would be very helpful to us if this energy could be utilized in the maintenance of some section of
The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Your name has been on our mailing list for some time and I assume that you duly received the
issues of Appalachian Trailway News and our Conference announcements.
October 11, 1939. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I haven’t Mr. Helon Taylor’s Address. Please send him the enclosed copy.
My contention regarding the Bigelow Trail from Dead River is simply this: There are many
making incidental climbs of Bigelow from the Dead River vicinity. At present most of them use
the warden's trail. The old AT is highly preferable on account of the views. Its maintenance
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would not be up to the AT but, if possible, somebody ought to clear out the blowdowns if
nothing more.
I talked with the warden and then went along to the main peak. Another of those in the party
which followed me said the warden told them he had been advised not to remove the AT sign at
the highway. In that event, he thought, it was advisable to paint the trail and he did so.
To those bound from Bigelow on the AT toward the Ledge House there would be no danger of
confusion. The sign at the junction of the old trail is plain enough. Furthermore, a tree has been
felled across the old trail so that it is hardly perceptible.
I have no doubt the new AT location is preferable but I still maintain that the casual climber who
would prefer the three plus miles from Dead River to the five from the Ledge House is entitled to
consideration.
If I am not mistaken the warden told me he had done considerable work along the new AT
section but had not had time to finish it.
I hope I have answered the expressed and implied questions re Bigelow in your letter of Oct. 6.
Swell climb, Sunday, over Speckled 2287 in Stoneham via Cold Brook and Willard Brook trails
up, Bickford Brook and Spruce hill trails down into Evans Notch. Too bad some of the news
reels couldn't get color photos of this National Forest area.
October 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Stan:
Many thanks for your letter about the Bigelow situation. Helen Taylor's address is Eustis and I
have sent on the copy of your letter.
I understand what you have in mind. You appreciate that the old route 1 mile west of the Ledge
House is no longer A.T. but feel that it should be kept up as the best route up the mountain.
There certainly should be a quick way and if it is not a part of the A.T. system perhaps the fire
warden would be interested in keeping it open as a separate trail.
It does mean two things for us. First next summer, Helon will have to get the fire warden or
some one to paint blue the white blazes which the warden renewed this summer. Then if the trail
is opened and not abandoned the board signs on the highway could still be used painting out the
words "Appalachian Trail". But all the paint blazes along the highway will need to be blacked
out so as to destroy this connection.
All the remaining blowdowns on Little Bigelow should be cut out by now as a result of our
efforts with the Andover camp.
I guess this covers matters and we will hear from Helon in due course.
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{Copy Helon Taylor}
October 11, 1939. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
You may remember that at Katahdin you commented upon the necessity of "strengthening” the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club in connection with its program for the Maintenance of the Trail in
Maine.
Since the Conference, I have summarized the situation as to maintenance and the problems
involved. In view of your comments, I feel that this would be of much interest to you and I am
forwarding It to you.
You will note that our major problem is the raising of $200 which would care for the annual
Trail maintenance. If the opportunity presents itself, I know that you will present our cause to
any of the State organizations which might be in a position to divert this amount from their
expenditures in connection with the development of Maine’s recreational resources or some
similar program. At any rate, I wanted you to know the exact situation.
October 11, 1939. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Washington,
D.C., to the Honorable Franz U. Burkett, The Attorney General, State of Maine, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Burkett:
1 enclose herewith certificate of organization of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, together with
the notice and warrant in this connection. It is my understanding that these papers were to be
filed within sixty days from August 19th, 1939, on which date the incorporation meeting was
held.
1 trust that the certificate of organization will be found in order and that in due course I will be
advised that your office has examined the foregoing certificate, that it is properly drawn and
signed and is conformable to the Constitution and laws of the State.
You will note that the jurat for Helon N. Taylor is by a Justice of the Peace who does not have a
seal. However, I trust that this is in order.
The President of the Club, Walter D. Greene, is in a hospital in New York in a very critical
condition and the papers have, therefore, been signed by the Secretary of the organization.
Mr. Fogg will recall that he was of considerable assistance to us in the matter of the preparation
of the warrant for the meeting. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is very appreciative of his
courtesy in this connection.
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October 12, 1939. A. D. Boyer, Monson, Maine, to The Appalachian Trail Conference
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
I’m answering your letter asking where my camp is located on the trail in Monson.
This camp is better known as the old Watson place and is situated on the hillside coming from
Little Wilson Falls. The sign board on the corner of the building says 12 ½ miles and is the first
opening as one approaches the (right of way) on Wilson stream high power line 23 miles from
Monson Village. I can’t for the present quote prices but you can rest assured they will be
reasonable. Am to build a few side trails to different ponds such as the Spectacle Ponds and
North Pond, Bell Pond etc. The main building will be completed in the spring and am in hopes
by fall to have a good size lean-to that will care for quite a few people with open fireplace.
Hoping this answers your inquiry. (See reverse side.)

October 14, 1939. Sanford L. Fogg, Deputy Attorney General, State of Maine, to J. F.
Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Dear Sir:
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I have approved and am enclosing certificate of organization as per your request.
Our statute provides that this certificate shall be recorded in the registry of deeds in the county
where said corporation is located which is, apparently, Kennebec, and within 60 days after the
day of the meeting at which the corporation is organized a copy thereof certified by such registry
shall be filed in the Secretary of State’s office.
The limit for such filing appears to be October 19th. I enclose two blanks which should be filled
in to correspond to the original certificate, one to be forwarded with the original certificate to the
Register of Deeds at Augusta, Maine. After the Register has certified the certificate both the
original and the copy should be sent to the Secretary of State who will endorse and return the
original to you. The fee for recording in the Registry of Deeds is $1.00.
It is possible that you might gain a little time by requesting the Register of Deeds to forward the
papers to the Secretary of State direct.
October 16, 1939. Ralph Caswell, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, to [Myron Avery?]
Dear Sir,
I would like to thank you not only for the complete map of the trail in Maine, but also for "The
Silver Aisle" and the booklet on equipment published by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.
I want to complement you on the great job that you have done in putting together "The Silver
Aisle". The combined writing and photos give one of the most vivid views of Maine outdoor life
that I have ever seen. It certainly must have taken an immense amount of time and effort on your
part to get such a book into circulation.
I had quite an experience yesterday in the fact that I led a group of sixty students up Mt.
Tumbledown in Weld, Me. This was my first attempt at leading a mountain climb, however I
guess every one had a good time and plenty to eat. Dr. Sawyer went along and for a great
surprise it did not rain. We climbed Baldpate a week ago and found the trail in good condition.
We hope to finish wiring our cabin at Thorncrag this week. We'll have this Bates Outing Club on
the map yet.
Oh well it's about time that I got back to my books. Thanks again.
October 16, 1939. J. F. Schairer to Sanford L. Fogg
My dear Mr. Fogg:
I have your letter of October 14, 1939, returning the certificate of incorporation with your
approval noted thereon.
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We are adopting the suggestion which you have made and I wish to express our appreciation not
only of your courtesy in returning the certificate to me by air mail but for advancing the
suggestions which will enable us to complete the filing of the document within the time limit.
October 16. 1939. Marion Park, Treasurer, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Register of
Deeds, Augusta, Maine
Dear Sir:
In keeping with the provisions of the Maine Statutes, I enclose herewith the original and two
copies of a certificate of organization of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated. I
would request that this certificate be registered in keeping with the statutory procedure and for
this I enclose $1.00 which I understand to be the statutory fee. If there are any other charges, if
you will kindly advise us, I will remit at once.
1 also enclose copy of a letter of October 14, 1939, received from the Deputy Attorney General.
In view of the fact that the limit for the filing of this certificate appears to be October 19th, I
wish to request that your office, as a favor to us, have the certificate registered and forwarded
direct to the Secretary of State, so that the document might be received by that office on October
18th.
This is a matter of considerable importance to us and any courtesy or assistance which can be
shown to us in order to meet the filing limit of October 19th will be very much appreciated.
If there is any difficulty in this connection which would prevent the filing of these documents by
October 18th, I would appreciate your wiring to me collect. I also enclose additional postage for
forwarding the document to the Secretary of State,
Will you kindly advise me what action you have taken in the matter?
October 18, 1939. Myron Avery to Ben Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National
Park, Bar Harbor, Maine
Dear Ben:
I wrote you at length on September 20, 1939, with respect to lean-tos. I am anxious to keep in
touch with the matter and I will appreciate your advising me as to whether additional information
is required and what you have been able to do in this connection.
October 18, 1939. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine
Dear Mr. Perham:
While the arrangements between us as to the Trail work which you would undertake in order to
help us in our maintenance problems were definitely understood, I thought it advisable for you to
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have a letter which would be in the form of a definite arrangement and upon which you could
rely.
Our understanding was that your trail clearing would start where the fire warden's trail from
White Cap leaves The Appalachian Trail about 2 miles east of Hay Brook. Where the Trail goes
down Hay Brook there are some bushes and it is pretty ingrown. I have written to you under
separate cover about the work on the Barren-Chairback Range. There are a few down trees
between your side trail and the trail to Dore’s where your maintenance work was to leave off.
However, in the spruce and fir, very little work will be required except, I think, it would be a
good thing to use a weeder and lop off the tops of some of the small fir that are coming up in the
footway. In fact, much more work will be required between your camps and the BarrenChairback sag than on the rest of the entire range. Anything in the way of time which is left over
on this basis can be devoted to the Gulf Hagas circuit. Our arrangement was that you would fit
this work in with your camp program and that when it was finally completed, yon would let us
know and the Conference would forward to you the amount of $15.00, the sum which we
discussed.
Incidentally, you will be interested to know that Mr. Hamlin wrote me that no immediate
operations for birch were contemplated on the Barren-Chairback Range and that while the spruce
might be eventually cut out, he thought that the Trail route would not be harmed thereby. If
anything develops in this connection, you will of course let me know, as it is rather hard down
here to keep in touch with all of these developments.
All of our people are quite enthusiastic over their stay at Long Pond and appreciative of
everything that you and Mrs. Perham did to make their stay a pleasant one.
October 13, 1939. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, The Antlers’ Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Leon:
While the Trail arrangements were perfectly understood between us, I thought it well for you to
have a letter which would outline the arrangement and. give you something definite in order that
you would have a definite record of the arrangement. That might be a little more satisfactory
from your point of view.
Briefly, the maintenance work will run from the foot of Nahmakanta to your trail to Church Pond.
You would fit the work into your program and we would send you $15.00 for the five days’
work involved. What is left over from the main Trail can be devoted to the Joe Mary side trail.
The lower part of this, we understand, was in very good shape but there were some blowdowns
on the upper portion. Probably, with, the encroaching of the bushes, more work will be required
between the Mahar Campground and Twitchell Brook.
From the way these people are talking, I certainly missed something when I went Trail painting
instead of on that boat trip. I am afraid that the only thing to do with The Appalachian Trail is to
detour it around your Camps, for with all of the good things people on these trips have to say, I
am afraid that we could never get any other party any further than Joe Mary Lake.
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With best regards from all of your friends in Washington,
October 13, 1939. Myron Avery to Bennie Boynton, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross,
Maine.
Dear Bennie:
I suppose that by now the additional cans of paint which I was to send to you so that you could
have them for any emergency marking have duly arrived. I am enclosing a post card which you
can send to me to let we know about the situation.
In order that you will have something definite to go on in connection with the Trail work, 1
thought that I had better send you a letter which you could keep and it would outline the
arrangement. It was the understanding that next year you would put in three days on the Trail at
the rate of $2.50 per day and that you would do this work as early as possible and let us know
when it is done, so that we can forward the check to you. We particularly want to make sure that
the beaver flowage on the Prentiss Valley road stays in as good condition as you marked it last
year and that the marking across Wadleigh farm-site is intact. I am afraid that in a year or two the
bushes will start growing up in that log hauler road and that it will take much more than three
days to keep it open. We want you to keep a close watch on the matters and let us know just what
is required to keep it under control. The Trail around Nahmakanta is in great shape now and we
want to make sure that it stays that way. So we will depend on you to let us know how things are
each year.
People down here are still talking about their pleasant time at Nahmakanta and particularly about
Ruthie who seems to have made a lot of friends on this trip.
Let me know what happens in the way of lumbering, etc., around the lake this fall. I depend upon
you to keep me posted.
October 18, 1939. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps
Dear Mr. Berry:
While our arrangements as to Trail work were definitely understood between us, I thought it
would be advisable for you to have a letter which would set forth the arrangement explicitly and
on which you could rely.
It was our understanding that you would have the Trail work begin where Potter leaves off,
namely, at his trail to Church Pond, and carry it to the summit of White Cap. I think next year it
will be highly desirable to concentrate on the section between Joe Guy's Camps and Third West
Branch Pond and between Pleasant River East Branch and the sag on Little Boardman. It will be
well also to have the Little Boardman Trail given some additional work.
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You are to do this work as the opportunity affords and when it is done, you will notify me so that
the Conference will send you the agreed amount of $35.00. However, I think a balance of $2.00
left from this year can be applied to this.
1 have not had an opportunity to tell you that we were up on the Little Boardman Trail. This is
the first time, as you know, that I had opportunity to be there since you cut it. Everybody was
very much surprised at the view. It is something to talk about, particularly as there are no other
views between Potaywadjo Ridge and White Cap.
1 also want to tell you how much praise your trail work between Third West Branch Pond and
the top of White Cap received. We realized that this section must have been grown almost shut
and required a tremendous amount of work. It was a credit to the Trail and I was extremely glad
that it was done, for if it had not been cleared out, I am afraid it would have left a very bad
impression. Next year this mowed out section won't require so much work and if it can be
concentrated on the two localities which I have spoken of, by the end of 1940 it should be in
good shape. I plan to be back next spring and renew the paint from your Camps to West Branch
Ponds.
I am sending you two additional pairs of pruning shears, as you asked. The weeders which you
returned to me duly arrived.
October 18, 1939. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps
Dear Mr. Clifford:
I have been away from Washington and delayed in replying to your good letter of September
24th. I didn’t say that I didn’t like your road; I said that I admired your courage in undertaking to
put a road into that section and that I thought that you were a good road contractor. That is why I
said that I would let you know when any other first-class construction jobs come to my attention.
Let me know when the first truck takes the run from Rainbow Dam to Nahmakanta and how
much time it takes.
I have read with much interest what you have to say about the Trail work on the basis of six days
at $2.50 per day and I will put this up to our people who were not enthused over the condition.
Of course, when you use the rate of $2.50 a day, that is twice as much as you pay your people for
the work that they do for you, and in addition, as I understand it, the Trail along Rainbow Lake
got only one-half a day’s work, so there wasn't much to be done with it. I think as you suggest,
the stunt is to go over it once in the spring and then in the middle of July to go after the grass and
bushes. I am not much worried about the mud holes or trying to bridge them. I do think, however,
that it ought to be possible to carry the mowing which was done from the lower camps to the
spring all the way up for once, so that it can really be good and wide and all of those troublesome
bushes eliminated. If it were once cut out to regulation width, I think the maintenance, even with
the growth of grass, would be a lot easier. The trouble now is the bushes growing in there. So if
you will go ahead on this basis and put in the work in July and in August, I will arrange to have
the $15.00 sent to you. I do hope, however, that next year’s results will call for a little more
praise from the people who travel the Trail. If you can really get the Rainbow Lake section
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mowed out as I ask, it will be a lot easier to obtain increased allowances. At any rate, I
understand that you will devote at least a day in June to each of the two sections and the same
thing in the middle of July.
The temperature has been 90 degrees down here, record heat. I wonder what you had up there.
Please keep me posted of any developments.
October 18, 1939. Myron Avery to A. D. Boyer, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Boyer:
Thank you for the information contained in your letter of October 22nd. Your place is located
where I thought it was. In fact, when we came by there on our Appalachian Trail Trip in Maine,
we passed some people in an automobile driving up to your house. I would suggest that you bear
in mind to let us know as soon as possible when your arrangements are completed, your
additional buildings erected and what trails you make, so that we may note the availability of
your camps in the next edition of our Guidebook and any forthcoming Supplement. We should
have this information by June. We leave with you the burden of this matter of seeing that we
receive full information so that your Camps may receive full publicity in our Guide. You should
tell us at that time by what designation your Camps will be known.
October 20, 1939. R. B. MacMullin, The Mathieson Alkali Works, Inc., Niagara Falls, N.Y.,
to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
When we met at Daicey Pond last August, I promised to report the condition of the trail south of
the Piscataquis River. As usual after a vacation I have been swamped with work, but I am going
to take time out right now to pass on a few comments.
Section 11 – Monson to Blanchard – The place where the trail leaves the dirt road at 1.7 miles, is
unmarked and very obscure. A sign and blazes should be put up here. The trail through the
hardwood section is very pretty. Along towards the middle at a point near the west end of Lake
Hebron there are some very confusing patches of overgrown fields and alder. It is impossible to
see any blazes here and there are so many cross paths that one has to go largely by instinct. I
would recommend clearing here or possibly putting up some painted poles to give the direction.
Section 12 – The trail to Moxie Bald is fine. There are a few wind-falls and here and there a little
clearing would help. Down the other side the trail is good as far as the burned area. In this area it
is pretty bad. It is not too difficult to follow because of the frequent blazes but there are lots of
down trees, high grass, raspberries and swamp which makes walking dangerous. It would seem
that a somewhat more circuitous course, let us say following the Watchman’s trail down to
Moxie Pond and then going north along the east shore of Moxie Pond to Troutdale Cabins might
be a more enjoyable route. Possibly an arrangement could be made to ferry across from
Watchman’s Landing over Moxie Pond to the point where the Pleasant Pond Mountain trail
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leaves Moxie Pond. Such an arrangement, if it could be effected, would save a couple of miles of
detour for anyone who did not want to stay at Troutdale Cabins.
Section 13 - The trail up and down Pleasant Pond Mountain is very good. I must confess,
however, that I did not enjoy the four-mile walk along the hard auto road into Caratunk. The
road is pretty enough but hard on the feet after one is accustomed to the soft trail. It would seem
that a footpath could be opened up along the banks of Pleasant Pond stream. I realize, of course,
that it is difficult to get a new trail cut in Maine.
Section 14 - No comment.
Section 15 - Pierce Pond to Dead River Village - We elected to take the Dead River route for no
particular reason. Doing it again I would choose the Arnold trail route because it avoids about
seven miles of walking along the road into Dead River Village. At four to four and a half miles
from Pierce Pond there is a lumbered area in which there are a large number of blown down trees
across the trail. This place needs clearing.
Section 16 - The trail up Bigelow Mountain is very bad up to the point where it joins the Arnold
trail at the edge of the woods. The bad section as usual is in the lumbered area where the
windfalls have made walking hazardous. I got a deep gash in my scalp in this section. I have
come to respect the steel spring-like properties of spruce tree snags. The trail over the Bigelow
range is in fair condition except in one place going up the South Horn Mountain. There the windfalls are pretty bad. The lookout has done considerable clearing on this section. We stayed at
Horn Pond lean-to's and I think this is a very beautiful spot. The trail down to Bigelow Village is
very pretty; there are a few wind-falls. It might be bushed out a little in the lumbered area,
however.
Section 17 - The trail up Sugar Loaf Mountain is very good except for a few wind-falls here and
there which are easily gone around. Further up over the burned areas the trail is not very pretty.
We got no kick out of climbing this mountain except the sight of Rangely which was our
destination. The ridge from Sugar Loaf to Mount Spaulding was the worst section of the trail that
we encountered. We had heard about this indirectly from an elderly couple who had just
previously gone over it in the opposite direction. How this couple made it is more than I can
understand. For about two or three miles the going is just about as easy as going through barb
wire entanglements. The trail is completely obliterated and there is no way to relocate the trail
along the ridge; all of the trees are down. They are piled horizontally five and six deep. There
were times when we were burrowing through the tangle on our bellies and there were times when
we were walking logs eight feet in the air in constant danger of being empaled should we slip.
As we came out of the tangle, going up Mount Spaulding, we could not find the trail and we had
to go up to the top before we could find it. I hope I am not exaggerating but it seemed to us at the
time that it would take a company of C.C.C. men several weeks to cut a trail through the mess.
The scenery along this ridge is very beautiful and the trail must have been grand before the
hurricane last year. Spaulding Shelter is completed and while it is located nicely, the grounds
surrounding it need cleaning up and policing. The trail from Spaulding Shelter down to Oberton
bridge is pretty for about a mile but then it goes through a very poor lumbered area which is not
at all pretty. It is overgrown and there are lots of wind-falls.
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Section 16 – We detoured around Saddleback Mountain for two reasons: First our allotted
vacation time was up, and second, clouds and storm completely obscured the mountain and it
would have been just another mountain without any thrill. We, therefore, walked directly to
Rangeley Village along country roads just north of the range.
In all Karl Kunkel and I made 215 miles in fourteen days. We thoroughly enjoyed the trip but
particularly the Barren Chairback Range, Bigelow Range and Moxie Bald. It was nice to come
upon a lake now and then to swim and fish. On the other hand, we could not help but notice the
zig-zagging of the trail and rather wide detours for the sole purpose of taking in the sporting
camps. These were all of no interest whatever to us because our enjoyment was in camping. The
trail made is quite an accomplishment for your organization and I certainly wish that I lived close
enough to be of some assistance in straightening out the bad spots.
{Copy Greene, Helon Taylor, Stubbs, Attwood, Sawyer, Clair Sawtelle, C. H. Warner, Philbrick,
Schairer, Stephenson, Harry Davis, Monson}
October 20, 1939. Arthur M. Fogg, Eastern States Mountain Club, Portland, Maine, to
Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery: Replying to your letter of the 11th inst. will say that I will be very glad to meet you whenever
you are passing through Portland, if it can he arranged. Anytime between 8.00-11.30 AM. and
1.00-5.00 P.M. I can be reached on the telephone at the office where I am employed, at 33 Pearl
St., (Dial 3-6471). The phone where I reside is not under my name, but when I am in, they will
call me to the phone, Dial 3-7701.
I notice that your letters and bulletins come addressed to me at 63 Pleasant St., whereas the
correct address is 63 Pleasant AVENUE and inasmuch as there is both a street and an avenue by
that name in Portland any mail misaddressed results in a delay before I receive it.
My leisure time at night is limited on the first three evenings of each week, as I teach in the city
night school, and need to be there soon after 6.00 P.M. If it is possible to meet you at a
convenient time, I would also like you to meet a George LaBorde, active member of our club,
and the sponsor of the new trail on Tumbledown Mt.
While I cannot vouch for the club in regard to what they would be willing to undertake, at least
we would be willing to go over the situation with you, and discuss it.
I think whatever comments Mr. Attwood has made in regard to my mountain climbing must have
been on second hand information, as I have never met him, and he has never joined any of our
trips, although we keep him notified. Whether or no someone else in Maine has climbed more
than I is debatable. I do feel that I have done about as much as anyone else, but my record may
have been beaten.
October 20, 1939. Frank Schairer to Marion Park
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Dear Marion
This came this morning from the Secretary of State. We made it and are duly incorporated.
We had better keep it in the conference files. I might mislay it.
October 20, 1939. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I have a letter from Fred A. Costigan, foreman on the Sourdnahunk foot bridge and he says that
they used creosote on all lumber that was used in the bridge.
I would have replied to your letter sooner but have been away.
{4 copies to Mr. Schmeckebier. Note by M.H.A.—Please send these copies to the people with
whom you discussed this matter. I do not recall who they were. M.H.A.}
October 21, 1939. Jean Stephenson to Mrs. York, Mr. York, Junior and Phyllis, York’s
Twin Pine Camps
I have been intending ever since I reached home to write a note just to tell you how much we
enjoyed our stay at your camps, and how much we all appreciate what all of you did to make us
so comfortable, and give us such a good time. Everyone has been loud in singing the praises of
the place and you will undoubtedly be hearing from several of the crowd next year.
We had a very pleasant journey down the Trail with a few minor mishaps only, such as Edna
Rousseau’s sprained ankle and Dorothy Swift’s injured foot, but on the whole everything went
well. Mrs. Purham [Perham?] and the family were much interested in hearing recent and firsthand news about all of you.
By the way, I have heard indirectly that some of the enthusiastic people at the Appalachian Trail
Conference have suggested to the Appalachian Mountain Club that its August camp next year or
the year after be located at your field. While of course you may want to do this I cannot see that
there would be anything in it for you except possibly considerable inconvenience, so I thought I
might mention that this group has of course no connection with the Appalachian Trail
Conference so you would be under no misapprehension and feel some reluctance at turning them
away.
When I got back to Washington I found that war had broken out in Europe. [Germany invaded
Poland on September 1, 1939.] As I am with the Navy Department you can readily imagine that
my time is more than taken up and the consequence is that I see already it will not be possible for
me to have my winter visit with you this winter. Possibly another year I can come up and get into
the snow- shoeing we talked about but it is certainly out of the question this winter.
Again with many thanks for all you did to make our stay so pleasant and with best regards to
each and every member of the family,
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October 21, 1939. A. N. Douglas, Register of Deeds, Kennebec County, Maine, to Marion
Park, Treasurer, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, 901 Union Trust Bldg., Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
In accordance with your request I am advising you that the certificate of organization of the
Appalachian Trail Club was recorded at this office October 17, 1939.
The certificate accompanied by one copy was delivered to the Secretary of State on October 18,
1939.
October 21, 1939. Charlie Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Received notice on Oct. 19 from Poore’s that the squares are ready. Will call on Monday and
deliver to Ricker. Deliver to you as they are printed. I mailed on 9/14/39 to Bennie Boynton,
Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine 2 qts. white paint and to William Dore, Mountain
View Camps, Monson, Maine 1 can blue paint.
October 23, 1939. Myron Avery to Mrs. Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine
My dear Mrs. Cobb:
Miss Stephenson has forwarded to me without comment your letter to her of October 16th.
I am sorry that you feel that there has been such a delay in taking this matter up with you. The
fault in that connection is entirely mine. I have been in Washington very little during the past
three months and with the great accumulation of matters, I have not been able to attend to all
matters as promptly as I would like. Miss Stephenson very naturally wishes to take the matter up
with me, which she did at the first opportunity.
Miss Stephenson had sent to me a copy of her letter to you of September 23, which she wrote
you after I had been able to discuss the matter with her. As I recall the letter, it seemed to me to
be entirely in order and a full explanation of the situation.
I note what you have written to Miss Stephenson about your feeling that I am not responsible for
the situation or any obligations which may have been incurred. However, while I appreciate your
attitude in this connection, the fact is that the responsibility is entirely mine. As you undoubtedly
know, I had general charge of handling all the Conference matters and what Miss Stephenson did
in the matter of arranging reservations, she did at my request and as one of the numerous
committees which was assisting in this rather complicated and difficult task of making
arrangements for all of the people who came to Katahdin.
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Perhaps I should make a little clearer the background of this situation. There was, you may know,
some correspondence between Mr. Cobb and myself. As his letters were handwritten and some
of mine may have been also, I presume that you would not have copies of these. Our
arrangements were predicated upon basing the party on the west side of the mountain with the
exception of Chimney Pond. I have known Mr. Cobb, of course, for many years and in view of
our long acquaintance, I thought he might think it decidedly extraordinary, since I had this
volume of business at my disposal (we left something like $4,000 in Maine), if I seemed to
ignore him. Perhaps this was an unnecessary thought on my part and what business I could bring
to your most excellent camps would be small in any event. However, in thinking over the matter,
the only possibility seemed to be to try to transport some of the people from returning to York’s
after the Chimney Pond trip. My thought was to try to send to your camps as many people as
could be accommodated. I, of course, was not sure that I would be able to work out such an
arrangement to get this number of people when I wrote Mr. Cobb in order to find out the number
of people who could be accommodated and the rate. As Miss Stephenson explained, it was
necessary to work out some program to keep the interest of these people for a two day trip and
the Turner Mountain trip occurred to me as a possible solution. Knowing that it was improbable
that I could get to Katahdin Lake, in order to take the people on the trip, I wrote Mr. Cobb to
make sure that someone would be available for this purpose.
The people who came to the Conference paid a fixed sum for their accommodations and it was
up to us to fill in their time and program. The rates at your camps--and in making this comment I
do not want you to think that I have any feeling that the most excellent accommodations are not
well worth the rate charged-- were decidedly in excess of those for the general party. So you will
see that in making this diversion, we were incurring more of an expense than if we had not
attempted to make this trip. In fact, I was under some apprehension lest it might be thought to be
an unnecessary expense. Perhaps I had too much of a personal interest, for apart from wanting
some people to see the mountain from the east side, I did not want Mr. Cobb to feel that I had
intentionally avoided his camps. I was sorry to note from your letter to Miss Stephenson that my
intentions had completely failed along this line in that, as you wrote, you turned away a party so
that my thought of bringing you this business, instead of being beneficial, turned out to be quite
the contrary.
In view of the fact that I had told Miss Stephenson what the charge would be, she was entirely
right in believing that I had made definite arrangements and in view of the possibility of a
misunderstanding, I am sure that you will agree that she did quite the proper thing in deferring
the matter until she could check with me. As you may have noted from the Maine Guidebook,
the people using the Trail pay a standard rate of $3.50 per day at most camps and no charge is
made for the use of canoes, for this reason, the people in the party undoubtedly assumed that the
situation was the same as at the other camps.
I had thought that in writing to Mr. Cobb in order to get the rate for the party that I had the full
figure. Probably he expected me to understand that when he said that he would have someone to
go to Turner Mountain, he intended to make a charge for this particular thing. In view of the
particular situation, I assumed that, as often happens, it was a part of the service which was being
rendered for the charge for the entire party. The fault in this connection is mine in that I did not
specifically ask whether or not there would be any additional charge for this service, and if so, at
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what rate. It seemed to me such a simple matter in comparison with most guiding jobs that I
would hardly have expected that the charge would have been that indicated, which is something
more than the going rate for guide services. I do feel, however, that perhaps Mr. Cobb should
have been also a little more specific and since I was making inquiry as to charges for this party,
have stated what the charge would be for this particular service.
I am sorry that you felt that Miss Stephenson was to blame for a situation as to which the entire
responsibility is mine. Miss Stephenson is a very active trail worker and has many connections.
She edits our Appalachian Trailway News and is very active in D.A.R. work so that she is in a
position to suggest and has suggested to people who are seeking places in Maine, to go for
vacation, the camps along the trail route. She had no interest in the matter except to carry out
what she understood to be her instructions.
I am enclosing my check in the amount of $15.00 to close up this matter. I want you to know that
everyone was thoroughly appreciative of the accommodations and most excellent meals obtained
at Katahdin Lake and Miss Stephenson’s comment to the effect that this situation had not been
discussed was, and I think very properly, to assure you that no misunderstanding would impair
the impression created.
The reason why it was important for us to have known in advance as to what the charge for the
program contemplated would be lay in the fact that the increase over what it would have cost
elsewhere would have been such as to have precluded our including this in our program, even
though for a few people it would have meant a loss of a most pleasant part of the excursion.
Since I was at pains to try to send as many people as you would be able to care for and praised
Katahdin Lake constantly to make sure that I had gotten a full number, I was a little surprised to
understand that you treated the matter on reservations and wished to make charge for the failure
of the two people, through accident, to arrive on the Friday evening. As you know, Miss James,
who is very influential in civic affairs and whom I particularly wanted to get to Katahdin Lake,
was prevented by an accident on the mountain and Mr. Warner was obliged to stay at Chimney
Pond by reason of Miss James’ situation.
I am rather sorry that you suggested to Miss Stephenson that you might find it necessary to write
to other members of our party in this connection. They were all aware of the fact that their
financial responsibility was ended when they paid the amount assigned for the trip before
arriving in Maine and that any complaint as to the party would only be a criticism of some failure
on my part or those who were acting for me, to have properly carried out the arrangements.
I trust that from anything I have said, you will not feel that I do not fully appreciate that the
facilities that you provided at Katahdin Lake are worth all of the charge that you make and then
some—particularly if there are any blueberry pies available. In this case it was a question of
trying to fit this in with a budgeted program. I am sorry that I permitted a situation to develop
with indefinite arrangements, although I cannot help but feel that Mr. Cobb was equally
indefinite. I hope that you will appreciate that this situation is the last thing in the world that I
had in mind could develop and I am the more sorry to learn that it meant no additional patronage
for the camps and that I did not accomplish my purpose of preventing any misunderstanding. I
am glad that this is a matter only between Miss Stephenson and ourselves, for when questions of
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this sort, who is in the right or wrong—and so often there is a misunderstanding with both parties
at fault—occur, they so often result in loss of patronage and esteem more than the exact amounts
involved or maintaining one’s particular point of view.
If I had known that our party being there would have precluded your entertaining the party
whose bill would have doubled ours, I should have been very glad to have rearranged matters,
which I could have so easily done at York’s Camps, in order that you would get the maximum
profit.
With this check, I assume that the matter is closed from the viewpoint of the unpaid charges and
I shall on my return to Washington attempt to convince Miss Stephenson that the matter should
be forgotten and persuade her to suggest Katahdin Lake Camps which, as Director of Publicity
for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, she has such excellent opportunities to do in that so many
people seem to make inquiry of her as to where to go in Maine.
October 27, 1939. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I have been wondering if you received my letter of September 20th in regard to arrangements for
Trail maintenance from the middle of the Barren-Chairback Range to Moxie Bald. I am
enclosing a copy of that letter, in case you failed to receive it.
Could you let me know soon as to what you think of the arrangements outlined in that letter and
if you are willing to undertake to see that they are carried out?
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
October 30, 1939. Gordon Hunt, Portland, Maine, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sorry that we have had such a difficult time in meeting in Portland. I called the Eastland
several times but was unable to contact you and expected you had left. The phone at this address
is listed under M. Chatto, the owner of the building. I am seldom in Wards as most of my work is
outside and I travel a great deal. We still have our home in Rangeley and rent it. We do not get to
Rangeley very often now. Mrs. Hunt recently lost her mother which of course was a serious blow
to her.
As to the logging situation around Long Pond I have had no information on it so far, the saw logs
were all finished last year and all that was left was a scattering pulp job. I expect that may be the
operation which is now under way. I will investigate and let you know the location and extent of
the proposed job.
Thank you for the Rangeley Quadrangle. It arrived in good order. We expect to stay here this
winter and will probably return to Rangeley in the spring. I am trying to find some sort of job in
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this locality which will be better than the one I now hold—business seems to be on the upswing
at present and should produce some openings.
When do you expect to be in Portland again? If you can let me know I will make arrangements to
see you. We are all very sorry that we were unable to meet this time.
I note by the evening paper that Fechner has allocated 7,000 enrollees to forest fire hazard work
for the winter—will some of that be put on the trail?
Will close now and look forward to hearing from you.
October 30, 1939. Harry Davis to Myron Avery
Dear Sir—
I hasten to reply to your letter of some time ago for reason that this letter received in my absence
was placed on wrong file and I just discovered it the day before I received your second letter.
In regard to taking care of the trail in this section as outlined in this letter I will do the job as you
desire.
And you can send me the 30.00 each year as suggested. I will major on the section of this part of
the trail that needs work the most each year doing a good job as we go and try to leave the
section that is worked on so it will stand several years that we can work on other sections other
years.
I do not mind putting in a few days free of charge myself on this work as it is interesting forest
work. I made no charge this year for myself and use of car and besides I paid Will Dore $5.00
cash to take care of the workmen at his camp besides the 24.00 you send on. Mr. Dore only
charged 1/3 rate for my help as it is a great advantage to him also he put in a lot of work free of
charge with my crew of two men.
The tools you sent arrived in good order and I will have them kept for this special use each year.
I note what you say about the sections that need work most and I agree with you on this. If you
have any new signs send them on anytime. I have made one for the little Wilson Falls but if you
have one we will use them both.
I was rather disappointed not to see you last summer. I was in the woods that day and drove over
to the Bodfish Farm but was informed that you had left there about one hour before I arrived.
Anything you wish to know do not hesitate to ask.
P.S. I doubt if Adv. Bag Co. cut on Barren Mt. this year.
October 30, 1939. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, to Myron Avery [Very difficult
to read hand-written letter]
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Friend Avery:
Your letter received a few days ago.
You must be having your Indian summer in Washington. It is plenty cool here now. I was up
around the Mountain to the Garage and Greenville today. There is some snow and a lot of ice in
the road in the smaller puddles. The wheels would go over it. There was a lot of snow on the Mt.
three weeks ago and some clear around to Greenville. Its nearly all gone on the side of the
Mountain. None you can see.
I am fixing up the cabin at the Garage to make it look better and another room on it. Can let it
some if someone wants a place on the car road rather than on the lake. Will be fine for hunting.
I didn’t keep open for bird hunting. I could had a few but none of booking ahead as usual. It’s
quite expensive staying open and boarding the help if we don’t pay them much as you say. It
was too wet to work on our new road so we will wait until spring.
We have found some nice Rotten Rock or Gravel to use on the Road if it is not too wet to get
when the Lake is up. Will have to bridge the dam to get it.
We did quite a lot on this road since you were over it. Plowed the rest of the rock out and plowed
the ditches for the sides twice and scraped it both sides twice with Road Machine. If we do as
much more we can get over it pretty well at least walk over it. We put in most of the bridges.
You see with that and the track and the ponds to fix next spring and they grow up fast. I won’t
want to promise any extra until next year comes.
If they don’t get this war settled up before next Spring it will make a lot of difference in sporting
finances. I was getting an inquire or two every mail all summer and since the war started I
haven’t got more than a half dozen in all to go thru since Hamlin and all. It ought to be good if
we don’t get into it. I think it will take a lot more to start them than it did the last war.
Well I must close or you will have to take a day off to read this.
P.S. I have a Sport and one of my Guides at the camp boarding their labor for two weeks. One
Guide went out Saturday and come out today with a big Doe.
CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM ON MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
MAINTENANCE
October, 1939
It seems to me not only opportune but essential to place now the maintenance of The
Appalachian Trail in Maine on a permanent and systematic basis. It is quite apparent, by reason
of the fact that it is now maintenance work rather than new construction, that it will be

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1939 – Compiled by David Field – Page

299

increasingly difficult to depend upon CCC activity for a much longer period of time, apart from
the uncertainty and difficulty in making arrangements for this kind of Trail work.
The section from the Kennebec River to Maine-New Hampshire line is allocated to responsible
and active individuals and organizations, so we need not be concerned with that section. Our
problem is from Katahdin to the Kennebec River. In connection with the Ninth Appalachian
Trail Conference, we had work done on the Trail from several sources and, partly based upon
this activity and arrangements made at a later date, the following program should be effective.
There are many sections of Trail which become grass and alder grown. In order to have a
creditable trail, these will require considerable work and in many instances, mowing. On the
basis of the program outlined below, I believe that between Katahdin and the Kennebec the.
work could be accomplished with an annual budget of $150.
I have endeavored to work this out on an arrangement which would be as automatic as possible,
by having an understanding with the various individuals that they are to do the trail work
annually for the certain designated area for a certain amount of money and notify me when the
work is done. But they are to go ahead each year on their own initiative and fit this work into
their other activities.
It is too obvious to require comment that the renewing of the paint blazes, Appalachian Trail
markers and the board signs will have to be done by occasionally repeated working excursions.
The section from Katahdin to Yoke Ponds (55 miles) was repainted thoroughly in 1939. If the
territory to the Kennebec can be repainted by 1941, it will be seen that the painting has now
reached the stage where it need be renewed only every three or four years and, by having the
paint obsolesce by sections rather than all at once throughout, the renewal will be easier.
Necessary tools (weeders and pruning shears) have been supplied to those who are to do the trail
work.
The sections and the sponsors and their arrangements are as follows:
Katahdin to Katahdin Stream Campsite {5 1/4 m.)
This should be maintained by the Ranger for the Baxter State Park Commission.
Katahdin Stream Campsite to York's Camps (2m.)
I have induced the Yorks to care for the mowing out of this section of Trail as a part of
their regular camp routine.
York's Camps to Penobscot West Branch (3 1/2 m.) This has been definitely assigned to Camp Kennebec, under the supervision of Bruce
Beach, 110 Schoolhouse Lane, Ardmore, Pennsylvania. (One problem remains for
determination and that is the extent to which Camp Kennebec can care for the necessary
mowing, particularly around the toll dam and in the old field on the Penobscot West
Branch.)
Penobscot West Branch to Head of Nahmakanta Lake (14 m.—4 ½ m. is Nahmakanta Tote-road
requiring no work) –
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Fred Clifford of Rainbow Lake Camps has offered to care for this at a cost of $15.00 per
year. The result of the work done by Clifford in 1939 was not over-satisfactory, however,
as the Trail along Rainbow Lake was very much overgrown and showed little evidences
of work.
-$15.00
Head of Nahmakanta Lake to Foot of Nahmakanta Lake –
Arrangements were made with Bennie Boynton to care for the work in this area as it
should become necessary. Three days at $2.50 a day will suffice unless there is more
lumbering here.
-$ 7.50
Foot of Nahmakanta Lake to Church Pond Definite arrangements were made with Leon Potter of Antlers Camps to care for the Trail
work in this section by mowing out the Trail each year in keeping with his regular Camp
routine. (This will also include the Joe Mary side trail.) The expectation was that about a
week's work would be required at a rate of about $3.00 per day.
-$15.00
Church Pond Trail to top of White Cap Mountain Definite arrangements were made with Charles Berry of Yoke Ponds on the same basis as
Potter. Because of the heavy amount of work required, particularly mowing, the
arrangements with Berry were that we would send him $30.00 to $35.00, each year.
-$35.00
White Cap Mountain to West Branch of Pleasant River White Cap Mountain to 9.56 m. (where firewarden's trail leaves Appalachian Trail) is
Forest Service trail and is supposed to be periodically mowed out by the firewarden.
It follows an old log hauler road with a growth of bushes and grass but with a worn
footway in the center. (More attention has been devoted to mowing out under the
telephone line than to the trail. This section is a responsibility of the State, but
unfortunately not well cared for. We shall do nothing about this section)
From 9.56 m. to West Branch of Pleasant River (11 m.) to blue-blazed side trail on the
Barren-Chairback Range at a distance of 8.8 m. from Perham's Camps. This is
to be cared for on the same basis as other sections by Earle W. Perham and the
arrangement contemplated is approximately a week’s work at the rate of $2.00 a day.
Mr. Perham is to do this work in the early part of the year, saving a possible day’s work
for August in order to get the grass, and bushes at Hay Brook. The amount of work here
involved may need to be expanded to include Gulf Hagas Trail.
-$15.00
(William Dore keeps open his side trail to The Appalachian Trail between Barren and
Fourth Mtns. as well as the blue-blazed trail from Long Pond to the East Branch of
Pleasant River.)
Dore's blue-blazed side trail (8.74 m. from Perham’s Camps on Barren-Chairback Range) to
Bodfish Farm:
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This section, except for the dead trees, should require little maintenance work except in
the vicinity of Long Pond Stream and the lower slopes of the Barren-Chairback Range
where there is some small hardwood growth.
Little Wilson Campground to Monson (15 m.):
This requires little work except some alder-grown sections on old stage road.
Monson to Blanchard (2 or 3 miles):
The center of this section requires work.
Blanchard to Moxie Bald Mtn. (9m.):
(This is difficult to reach.)
In 1939 the first three sections, as far as Blanchard, were cleared out by men hired under
Harry Davis, Fire Warden at Monson. We have arranged with Mr. Davis to continue this
work and to add the 9 miles going toward Moxie Bald. For this extended area there will
be required each year approximately
-$35.00
Moxie Bald to Troutdale Cabins:
This section with the grass and raspberry growth following the 1932 fire is very bad trail;
it is Forest Service Trail, however, with the telephone line following it and, therefore, we
do not concern ourselves with it.
Troutdale Cabins (Moxie Pond) to Kennebec River at Caratunk:
This section (11 m.) is maintained by the Eastern States Mountain Club of Portland,
Maine, under the direction of its President, Arthur M. Fogg, and George P. Laborde.
Kennebec River to Maine-New Hampshire. Line:
From Kennebec River to Orbeton Stream on the west side of Mt. Spaulding, the Trail is
cared for by Helen N. Taylor and associates. Mr. Taylor receives assistance from the fire
warden on Mt. Bigelow but the section between the Kennebec River and the Ledge
House is difficult of access. Its condition in 1939 was not reported on and this is an area
as to where some further subdivision would be of material assistance to Mr. Taylor
because of his difficulty in getting into this Section.
Orbeton Stream to Fire tower on Mt. Saddleback:
This is a section for which presently there is no maintenance arrangement. It was reported
as in fair condition in 1939.
Firetower on Mt. Saddleback to Andover-B Hill Road:
This section is assigned to the Bates College Outing Club under the direction of Prof. W.
H. Sawyer, Lewiston, Maine. The maintenance work is carried on by means of an annual
trail clearing pilgrimage of the Bates Outing Club at the close of the college session.
Some of the old tote-roads in this section are growing up to bushes and grass and present
a considerable problem in that the growth takes place after the annual maintenance work.
This section was heavily damaged by the hurricane and while the Trail route has been
restored, by reason of the nature of the cutting through the blowdown area, it will be quite
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some time before the hurricane damage can be said to be totally eliminated and the Trail
restored to its original condition. The Bates Outing Club contemplates an extensive
marking campaign in 1940.
Andover-B Hill Road to Grafton Notch:
This section is cared for by the Maine Alpine Club under the active direction of Stanley B.
Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Grafton Notch to Old Speck Firetower (1.5 m.):
This is Maine Forest Service Trail.
Old Speck to Maine-New Hampshire Line:
This is part of the Trail system of the Appalachian Mountain Club and is regularly
maintained by the A.M.C. trail crews. However, since the paint blaze marking is not a
part of the program of the Appalachian Mountain Club and in view of the hurricane
damage, it is evident that this section should be repainted in order to bring it up to
standard Appalachian Trail marking. This is a task which will need to be cared for.
It will be noted that in a number of sections, increased Trail work on links of The Appalachian
Trail by the Maine Forest Service fire wardens on sections which are separately and distinctly a
part of the trail to the firetowers and would be maintained as such, would be a distinct
improvement in the route. Except for the marking, the maintenance in these sections is obviously
not of the Conference’s concern, but is a problem for the Maine Forest Service.
It is, of course, obvious that any suggestions or offers of assistance for maintenance and
improvement of sections where we have indicated there are problems involved will be of greatest
assistance. One difficulty, it will be appreciated, is the fact that we have to deal with some of
these problems at considerable distance and it is often difficult to obtain full information. For this
reason, the Overseer of Trails is maintaining for each section a very detailed record of its
condition, showing exactly when the sections are worked on, the nature of work done, the
requirements on each section and what work should be cared for in the future in order to keep the
trail up to the required standard.
Conclusion
We have thought it advisable to make a detailed record of how this section of Trail can be
maintained and the responsibilities involved. From the above it will be seen that first-class trail
maintenance can be obtained for approximately $150.00. The next and always present question is
ways and means. We are working on this. A number of members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club and the other interested individuals have agreed to contribute annually toward this work.
The list of these contributors is a confidential memorandum in the possession of the Treasurer
(Marion Park, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.) of this organization. Obviously, we
will need help in this connection. We hope that many additional people will be induced to
contribute to the Trail maintenance in Maine. Five dollars maintains five miles.
The Treasurer will be most pleased to allocate to you your section. Write her.
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October, 1939
LIST OF APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE MATERIAL AT 2035 ROSEMOUNT
AVENUE. WASHINGTON. L.C.
1. Trail Conference files (except Parts 1, 2, 3) Nos. 1 to 24
2. 1 Sheaf (app. 100) of reprints "Thrilling 265 Mile Trail across Maine", reprinted from Portland
Sunday Telegram.
3. 2 packages of Silver Aisle (app. 150 each)
4. 1 package of Conference Proceedings (app. 150)
5. 23 Katahdin Bibliographies
6. 1 Brown Folder with surplus copies of GUIDE TO APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE,
First Edition
7. Pile (2" high) of reprints on article on "A.T." in American Forests by M.H.A.
8. 1 Brown Folder with material relative to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia
9. 4 brown folders (4“ high) containing reprints of article on Katahdin in Portland Telegram.
10. Loose reprints of Article - Mountains of Western Maine (app. 50)
11. 1 Package of reprints on article on Katahdin in Congressional Record, by M.H.A.
12. New York Guide
1 Package 40 Guides
1 Package 60 Guides
1 Package 60 Guides
250 guides in wooden box with Guide to A.T. and No. 5.

-

350

13. Guyot Manuscript (in 3 cartons)
Box No. 1-200
Box No. 2 - 200 (?)
Box. No. 3 - 100
(Note: One loose package of 40 belongs to M.H.A.)

500

14. A.T. Publications No. 5.
In wooden box with N.Y. and Me. Guides.
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9 Packages of 50 each Five small packages in green file case
15. Guide to A.T. in Maine.
4 Packages (21 each) in wooden box with
Publication No. 5 and N.Y. Guide
2 Long Packages on top of box @ 21 (?)

450
56

506

84
42

126

16. 1 Box (6) of Lively Lad Weeders
17. L [1?] Package extra blades for Weeders
18. 3 Pruning Shears
19. 6 Highway signs (4 mounted; 2 unmounted)
20. 50 copies of 1939 issue of IN MAINE WOODS
21. 1 Package wooden labels for Maine A.T. exhibition
22. 1 Folder extra Maine Guidebook Maps from 3rd edition (none of Katahdin and Katahdin to
East Branch Maps)
October, 1939. Trail Report
Section 22
Me. Highway 5 to Andover-B Hill Road
I. Paint.
Painted by CCC in 1936. Repainted in lumbered sections around Mountain Brook by B.0.C. in
1938. (Section of Trail covered by M.H.A. in October, 1939.) As a result of the destruction of
trees through hurricane damage, it is imperative that the entire section should be most adequately
and completely painted. More blazes are needed on the south aide of Mountain Brook where the
Trail follows the bank.
It will be necessary to drive firmly some posts here the tops of which can be painted. Additional
blazes are needed on the Mountain Brook Tote-road.
In October, 1939, a few controlling paint blazes were placed on the relocation so as to indicate
the route while the connection on the abandoned section of Trail was obliterated. Reported that
the B.O.C. reblazed the “C" Pond Bluff Side Trail in 1939; some of the original blazes on this
trail were unnecessarily large.
2. A.T. Markers
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Should be renewed.
3. Mile Markers.
All mile markers were put in in proper location by M.H.A. in October, 1939; most of the former
markers were located and obliterated; one or two may remain. As most of the markers were
painted for the first time, it is important that they should be repainted in 1940 to assure their
preservation. Some markers (No. 7) are on the stumps of trees cut off by the CCC crew repairing
the hurricane damage.
4. Trail Data.
Revised according to the relocated trail and rewritten in October, 1939. (Relocation was 150 feet
shorter than original route over Spruce Mountain.) The variation from the outlet of Surplus Pond
to the Andover-B Hill Road absorbed this distance, so total distance remains the same.
5, Condition of Trail.
Bates Outing Club spent very considerable effort opening up the Trail from Me. Highway 5 to
"C” Pond. In October, 1939, the first mile of this section showed a growth of small bushes. The
remainder as far as “C" Pond for the most part was quite clear. The first mile in from Me.
Highway 5 needs mowing out with weeders. The blowdown destruction from "C” Pond to the
Andover-B Hill Road was particularly heavy and the B.O.C. in 1939 was unable to clear this
because of the amount of time required. This work was done by the Forest Service Deficiency
Camp in 1939. The sections of logs cut out are adequately wide (not so on the Elephant-Old Blue
Saddle). There were approximately a dozen trees on the entire section which have come down
subsequently. Along the bank of Mountain Brook the combination of the lumbering and
hurricane damage has removed trees which could be marked so the route is very difficult to
follow here. Poles should be put in.
The Mountain Brook Tote-road is grass-grown and almost without any marking. It is particularly
important to put in double blazes where the trail leaves the tote-road to cross Mountain Brook
and where it turns away from Mountain Brook on the right bank below the dam. The B.O.C. "C”
Pond Bluff Trail was worked over and repainted by the Outing Club in 1939 and at its junction
with The Appalachian Trail was in fine condition. As the Trail was relocated in October, 1939,
the portion of the Mountain Brook Tote-road previously not used before, about 2 miles, will
require some clearing of bushes. From the outlet of Surplus Pond down to the highway the old
tote-road is well cleared and in October, 1939, was free from grass. There have been some
lumbering operations along this road so that the bridges were repaired and a truck with chains
was found driven in from the road for about 2 miles; this is noted as indicating the excellent
condition of the old Surplus Pond Tote-road.
There are six trees across the trail in the first mile south from Me. Highway 5. It is on this section
that there is the worst growth except Mountain Brook Tote-road on the entire trail of raspberry
and grass here. From 1 to 2 miles the hardwood sprouts are well cut out. There is a clear trail
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here through the spruce. Notice must be taken of the beaver pond on the right at 2 m. which may
flow out the Trail. A double blaze is badly needed in going north at .23 m. from Me. Highway 5.
There is one big log down between 2.55 m. and 3 m. In the open fields at 3.8 m. there is some
grass which obliterates the route.
This is a section where the hurricane damage has been very extensive.
6. Board signs.
At 2.58 m. there is no sign "Andover ~ 7 m.” which was supposed to have been sent to the B.O.C.
This sign will not be renewed. The signs at 2.58 m. were changed in pencil to accord with the
correct Trail data. All other board signs were in good condition.
7. Needed Work.
A. It is essential that a most careful and systematic repainting job should be done on this section.
If there is insufficient man power for clearing as well as painting, clearing should be deferred to
1941 and all emphasis placed on adequate painting. Particular care should be given to driving
poles, firm enough to stay, along the bank on the south side of Mountain Brook. Blazes are very
much needed on the Mountain Brook Tote-road where it crosses the dam. Some further
obliteration of the old marking is needed at the outlet of Surplus Pond.
Working from each end may require as much as two days for each crew to paint this in a
thoroughly satisfactory manner. Particular care must be given to the double blazes around
Mountain Brook. The marking from north to south is much more adequate than from south to
north, perhaps because the Trail was initially marked this way. As much re-marking as possible
should be in the direction of south to north.
B. Systematic effort should be made to locate and repaint the mile markers initially put in in
1939. Where a marker does not seem to be on a conspicuous rock or tree, a second marker of the
same numeral should be put in nearby.
C. In reclearing, the section from the old lumber camps, about a mile beyond Surplus Pond down
to the crossing of Mountain Brook should be emphasized; for the first mile below the lumber
camps there is quite a growth of bushes in the old trail.
D. Between “C” Pond and Me. Highway 5, the emphasis in clearing should be directed toward
eliminating the hardwood sprouts in the first mile. The grass, if possible, along Black Brook
should be mowed down. There were six trees on the first mile.
E. Where mile markers are on trees, if possible they should also be painted on stones. (The old
mile markers have been obliterated; this is the meaning of the large squares in some sections
painted on trees.)
8. Lean-tos.
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The Squirrel Rock Lean-to is in good condition. It needs chinking directly under the eaves,
November 1, 1939. Emma Garrigan, Asst. Treas., Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Under separate cover, we are sending you the maps made for us by Prentiss & Carlisle of Bangor,
covering Moosehead Lake and vicinity and the Katahdin region.
November 2, 1939. Myron Avery to R. B. MacMullin, Mathieson Alkali Works, Inc.,
Niagara Falls, New York
Dear Bob:
I received your letter in Maine and I have delayed replying to it until I would have an
opportunity to answer you in detail.
First, let me say that I am sorry that your trip was ahead of ours, for I repainted the Trail from
Katahdin to Yoke Ponds and some of the Trail work was done just before our trip, so if you
would have had the benefit of the re-marking and all of the trail clearing, I think you would have
found the Trail in Maine, as far as the Kennebec River, to be in first-class condition and
thoroughly commendable.
Your report on the section between Monson and Blanchard confirms other information which I
had and was a distinct disappointment to me. This was a section where work was definitely
supposed to be done and I am at a loss to account for the difficulties. I am trying to check on this
at the present moment.
The section from Moxie Bald down to Troutdale Camps will always be a problem as a result of
that 1932 fire. The Trail has been relocated once to obtain the advantage of the maximum green
woods. The Forest Service has promised to move its telephone line to The Appalachian Trail
which will mean more maintenance and better use. After all, this is Forest Service trail and we
don't feel obligated to expend too much effort on it. The warden is of course old and not disposed
to much activity and unless some change is made, I do not hope for much improvement there.
The CCC crew, when it made the relocation, studied the question of a change of route and came
to the conclusion that nothing could be done. This combination of grass and bushes is terrible.
Since your trip, the Eastern States Mountain Club has assumed maintenance of the trail from
Moxie Bald to the Kennebec River.
Of course, western Maine is in terrible shape by reason of the hurricane. I thought that I had
warned you off of the Sugarloaf - Spaulding section at the Conference. Perhaps I did not make
myself clear. The reclearing of this hurricane damage was carried out by the Deficiency Camp
just before its expiration. When I learned at the Conference that the work had not been done, I
was able to make special arrangements to get this carried out.
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I have been, since the Conference, over the Trail in western Maine from Maine Highway 17 to
Frye Bridge (two sections), observing the hurricane damage. When you consider the extent of the
blowdowns, I think the camps did a pretty good job, although in some places they might have cut
the Trail out wider and it will be years before the original condition of the Trail will be restored.
The Bates Outing Club plans next June a re-marking campaign from Saddleback west. The
section over Baldpate is in good condition. The CCC Camp spent a lot of time on the Mahoosuc
Range but I do not know how much of the marking may have damaged from the down trees.
This is a section of Trail maintained by the Appalachian Mountain Club and from the
maintenance alone, would be presumably in passing condition.
With a view of systematizing the Trail maintenance in Maine, since my return I have worked out
a detailed memorandum of the arrangements. I had thought that it would be of interest to you to
have this, which you can look over at your leisure.
I appreciate your expression of interest and your recognition of our problems. Your reports help.
If you feel that at any time you have energy to devote to the project, I would recommend to you
the maintenance fund of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
P.S. Saw Bowdoin beat Colby by two placement kicks. Would you have ever thought that a
Bowdoin team would secure gains through such a medium.
November 2, 1939. Myron Avery to Arthur M. Fogg, 63 Pleasant Avenue, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Fogg:
I have had sent to you under separate cover various publications with respect to The Appalachian
Trail and a copy of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Copies of these were also sent to
Mr. Laborde. I asked that about a dozen copies of Trailway News be forwarded to you for
distribution among your key workers. We shall make a note of the allotment of the Trail to the
Eastern States Mountain Club and if you have an item on this organization and its activities as a
newcomer to The Appalachian Trail Conference family, if you will forward it to Miss
Stephenson, she will see that it is included in the next issue of Appalachian Trailway News. I am
sure that, as far as our facilities permit, she will be pleased to make use of it.
I am sending to you a copy of the folder of the Troutdale Cabins which will be of interest in
connection with our discussion. The map is decidedly inaccurate and I am sure there is no
connection between Tivver Tavern and The Appalachian Trail. If there were, it might afford
some means of avoiding the burned-over area, although it might miss the top of Moxie Bald
Mountain. I was informed by Maine Forest Supervisor Stubbs that the telephone line on Moxie
Bald had not yet been relocated so as to follow The Appalachian Trail.
I have made a note to send to you the markers and paint which will be forthcoming in due time.
It may be a month or so before they are available.
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Please tell Mr. Laborde, although he would not be our guest for dinner that I am counting on him
for breakfast, lunch and transportation to Tumbledown Mountain and all the rest when I next
have an opportunity to spend a week-end in Portland.
I greatly enjoyed our meeting and am particularly glad that you thought to suggest that Mr.
Laborde come and I trust that this will be the first of numerous similar occasions. With best
regards,
Copy to Mr. Laborde, Miss Stephenson
November 2, 1939. Myron Avery to Earl W. York, Jr., York’s Twin Pine Camps, Daicey
Pond, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Junior:
I am glad to have your letter of September 22nd, which I found on my return from Maine.
I haven't yet got the map work done but I intend to return it to you at the first opportunity. Your
letter to me has some news about the Katahdin country and I hope you will continue to write me
when there are any developments. As I want to put it in the Guidebook, will you tell me exactly
where these lean-tos are located with respect to the other lean-tos, so that we can put them on the
map and in the right place. I take it that the work was done at Katahdin Stream Campsite.
You spoke of the work being done by a State crew. Just what do you mean? Did the Commission
of Inland Fisheries and Game, the Forest Service, or who was it paid for it?
I assume, since you did not write to me to the contrary, that as far as maintaining the Trail is
concerned, we can count on your Camps mowing out the Trail from the Katahdin Stream around
the lake to your Camps. While this is to the advantage of the Trail, I think it is also to the
advantage of your Camps in that people could make this trip even in wet weather without getting
soaked and it would create a good impression. I hope that we can count on this and thus forget
about conditions in this section of the Trail, which was what I had wanted to have done for this
year.
November 2, 1939. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall, Old Town, Maine.
Dear Jim:
I want your advice on a matter of procedure.
As you know and as is illustrated in the enclosed Trailway News and minutes of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club meeting, there is a gap in the existing chain of lean-tos from
Nahmakanta Lake to Moxie Bald. Ben Hadley, of the Acadia National Park, at the Conference
expressed the possibility of getting these built by a Park Service side camp. Under the existing
situation, I feel that it would be much better to try to work through this channel than to have
them set up as a State Forestry Service project.
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1 wrote Hadley a long letter outlining the various sites and situations which I do not think it
necessary to enclose. I am enclosing Hadley's letter to me of October 27th. This raises the old
problem of the leases. Is there anything in writing from the Great Northern Paper Company? Do
you think that they could be induced to execute a lease similar to the Forest Service camp lease?
How would be the best way to go about it - would you be in a position to approach them - or, in
general, how can we handle this problem? I thought it much better to ask the benefit of your
counsel before "rushing in" to something which may prove to be a real difficulty.
Copy to Mr. Hadley, Mr. Greene
November 2, 1939. Myron Avery to Ben L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia
National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine
Dear Ben:
I am indeed glad to hear from you and to know that you have the matter well in mind. 1 had not
known that you were in the west. I shall be interested to know your reactions after your Crawford
Pond trip.
You know, of course, that the work by the CCC on the Trail in Maine has been done and was
approved on an informal basis without the requirement of a written lease for each foot of the
Trail. This project was initiated by Jim Sewall who obtained the blanket consent of the
landowners, I always felt that Sewall’s accomplishment was one of considerable magnitude,
knowing the attitude of the Maine landowners. I do not know just what would be your situation,
whether the past policy could be continued, or if it would be necessary to get a specific lease for
each site. If so, this change in procedure will undoubtedly be somewhat difficult. I am writing
Sewall to obtain his suggestions as to how to proceed.
As to your suggestion of “frame construction", I feel that this is a matter that you are very much
more competent to pass on than I. If it would facilitate construction, that would be a decided
advantage, but would there not be a problem in getting the structure into some area that could not
be reached by truck and where the materials would have to be packed in? Except for Crawford
Pond, I think this would be the situation. Whether there would be less vandalism with the logs,
you can determine as well as I, knowing the habits of our Maine people. Of course the log
structure gives a better atmosphere, but these are rather rough and crude structures at best and to
my mind it reduces itself to the problem of expediency.
I expect to be in Washington in November and if you wish to suggest to Mr. Wirth, I will be glad
to go over and confer with him. In view of his attendance at the Appalachian Trailway
Conference meetings and since this project falls in line with the agreement, I should expect no
difficulty. We particularly discussed at Marion the possibility of using Park and Forest Service
camps—whichever was the more convenient and accessible--on this lean-to situation. The only
thing that troubles me is the possibility of more strict procedure on the question of the lease for
the sites.
November 4, 1939. Walter Greene to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
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Dear Myron
It was good to have a talk with you the other day. Seems like old times to hear your voice. We
must manage to have you come over when you are in town again. I’m up and around a good deal.
The rectum is sore, and I have to lie down a good deal to ease it but I feel stronger and am
gaining some weight and I hope to keep it up. I sleep some during the day as I am up some
during the night. Am enclosing Clifford’s letter. Quite a character. His letters need an interpreter,
but I am good at that sort of thing. The road to Nahmakanta can be made over. They used to haul
over it, but it’s rather wet in many places. Clifford spends a good deal of money. Question
whether it’s justified. Strange he doesn’t develop the road back of his new camps to the Rip road.
I’ve been over it. Log hauler wide. Very grassy. No water at all on it. He could bring his sports in
that way 5 miles. Pitch steep at Rainbow end. May be too much so. I read the report on trail
conditions. Will send it to you soon. Want to look over it again. It sounds good to me. It must
have been a great time at the meeting. Did you accomplish anything with Fechner. Let me have
all the news. What’s happened to the White House side trail. Is it still there. All my best to you
and God bless you.
November 6, 1939. Myron Avery to A,T. Spring, Esq., Fred L. Tower Companies, 165
Middle St., Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Spring:
1 have returned under separate cover the two tracings referred to in your letter of November 1,
which I received to-day. The corrections are extensive and I was somewhat surprised that the
maps should be so much out. I trust the corrections are clear but, in view of their extent, I suggest
you send me a corrected proof so as to avoid any possible error.
When the Guide is issued will you send a copy to
Mary Jo Williams, Editor, P.A.T.C. Bulletin, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
Mr. H. G. Avery Lubec Maine ( 2 copies)
Philip J. Stone, 3024 Wisconsin Avenue, Washington, D.C.
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Wash (3 copies)
Miss Jean Stephenson, The Conard Apartments, 13th and Eye Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C.
November 9, 1939. Myron Avery to Walter Greene, Edgewater Rest, Bayside, Long Island
Dear Walter:
It was, as you say, like old times to hear from you. You sounded more vigorous and interested
than for a long time. As you know, we are having a meeting of the Board up there on December
2nd and I will certainly get a chance to talk with you over the phone at that time. Schairer will be
in town also for that meeting.
After you have had a chance to look over the Minutes of the Maine Meeting and the Confidential
Memorandum which I have just sent to you, you will see what the arrangements are. From some
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of the people, such as Berry and Potter, we certainly get our money’s worth and then some.
Berry is a wonder. I am far from satisfied with the way that Clifford worked. On the other hand,
there doesn’t seem to be any other way of caring for matters and even though these Maine
Yankees are apt to drive hard bargains and give little in return, perhaps it is the only way out.
I shall continue to press the matter of the lean-tos with the National Park Service, hoping that
Hadley will be able to put this thing through. You have had the correspondence on that. I am also
pressing the State to set up a project to go over the lean-tos in western Maine. Some of them are
in need of repairs and by using the excuse that latrines should be built, there is good justification
for getting a new work project set up.
I have seen quite a bit of the hurricane damage in western Maine. The stuff is piled up beyond
belief but the CCC Camps did a pretty good job in clearing it out. It means, however, that all of
the Trail there needs a new paint job.
The new people at the White House Camps turned out to be very uncooperative and would not
do a small amount of work on the Trail which we asked them to do and offered to pay for it. This
was around the beaver flowage south of the Mahar Campground. We had some trouble over rates
for the Conference trip and concluded that we would be better off to spend two days at Potter’s.
Potter gave each of the three groups a good day by a boat trip on the Lake. We had work done on
the Joe Mary Trail and Marion Park, who went up it, will add at the bottom of this note the
condition it was in.
Your old friend, the Potaywadjo Ridge Trail, has been extended 200 feet or so in order to take in
a very good view of Katahdin which could not be seen from the mountain previously. I saw the
Gulf Hagas circuit for the first time and measured it. It shows up stuff that one never knew was
in there before. MacNeil did a great job but its maintenance is going to be something of a
problem.
I have talked to Marion about the third edition of the Maine Guide. We are running a little low
and did not want to send you another one unless you are absolutely sure that you did not have it.
It is the third edition printed in 1938 and originally five or six copies were sent to you. Perhaps
they got to Sebec. Marion did send you the Supplement, thinking that perhaps that was what you
meant rather than the Maine Guide.
There is one thing which you do have which will tell you a lot about the Trail. I asked you to
return this to me when you have finished with it. This was the carbon of the detailed Condition
Reports for each section. If you will study these over, you will get pretty well posted as to the
Trail conditions in each section and the work that needs to be done.
I have asked Marion to see that you get copies of all of the letters that go out about Maine, so
that it will keep you well posted.
The present job is one of making sure that we can have each year the necessary funds to care for
the Maintenance work. I have sounded out Greaton of the Maine Development Commission
again, since we had a definite program and since the amount involved is small. I don’t hope for
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anything. What we need is to have a few people, millionaires or otherwise, set up a small trust
fund, the income from which can be used for work on the Trail in Maine. When we make our
first $100,000, let’s set aside a few for the Maine Trail upkeep.
1 will be talking to you on December 2nd. Write us once in a while. You have so many people
inquiring for you down here that it embarrasses me to say that I have not heard from you recently.
P.S. Looking over your letter again, I went down the White House side trail last year. They had
reblazed it in a rather horrible fashion. The trouble is that the water in Pemadumcook is up high
now, so that part of the old road is near the edge of the lake. It is grassy and wet and takes more
work than the Camp proprietor will put in on it. It is very unsatisfactory. M.H.A.
Dear Walter:
I was so glad to hear from Myron that you are able to be up and are feeling so much better. I
hope you will continue to improve and will soon be able to be back again on the Trail in Maine.
We were all sorry you could not be with us at the Conference and on our trip down the Trail
afterwards.
I climbed Joe Mary Mountain with Dr. Sosman, from Westfield, New Jersey, and we found it a
very delightful trip. The trail up to the old Watchman's cabin was in very good condition, but
from there to the top there were quite a few blowdowns, in one or two places obliterating the trail
so that we had to make a detour. This time I went all the way to the old tree with the boards
nailed to it which had been used as a lookout. On my other trip to the mountain, I did not go
beyond the ledge where one has the grand view to the north.
Hoping that you continue to improve and that you will soon be out again, I am
Sincerely yours,
Marion Park
November 9, 1939. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Davis:
I have your letter of October 30th.
I am pleased to know that the proposals of my letter of September 20th are satisfactory to you.
We very much value your interest and help in maintaining this Trail. There are some sections
which would be difficult except for the interest of people such as yourself.
I presume that you will keep on file my letter of September 20th and that next year when the
work is undertaken, you will have particular attention given to the spots therein enumerated. I am
afraid that we will not be able to have the needed signs ready until next summer. I am glad to
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know that you had a sign made for Little Wilson Falls and that it will be put up. That was much
needed.
There are two things which give me some concern as to the Trail condition before we can start
work next summer. Mr. MacMullin’s letter, copy of which I sent you, confirmed the information
which I had to the effect that the section between Blanchard and Monson was troublesome and
badly grown up. Since this is so short and so near the road, one would have expected that the
men who were working on the Trail could have gotten at this. Some of the more remote sections
were in much better shape. There was also the further matter of getting across little Wilson
Stream. As I wrote you, squaring the log and a hand rail and wire are needed for the thing is very
hazardous. I assume that what happened in this case is that the men that you employed reported
that they had done both of these jobs and very naturally you assumed that what they said in this
connection was entirely to be relied upon. While I do not know the exact situation, in view of the
likelihood that you would want to hire the same men next year, assuming that the rest of their
work was in order, it would seem to me that they would have sufficient interest to go back and
put these two spots in good shape now. It would only take a day and it would be far more
satisfactory than waiting until next year. Certainly if they worked here and said they did the job,
they can hardly take exception to suggesting that they should have left it the way they said they
did. I wish you would let me know what could be done about these two things.
I note that the tools duly arrived. I expect to be in your section next summer and as soon as the
new signs are available, I can send them to you.
I am sorry that we missed you. I was disappointed, since I let you know my itinerary, and I rather
expected to see you, but I assumed that perhaps something had come up which made it
impossible for you to be there. I think that we understand the situation and that, as you deem it
advisable and have the opportunity, you will have this work done next year and will let me know
when the work is finished so that we can send you the $30.00. This will be a yearly program and
next year, if you will concentrate on the points that I distinctly referred to in my letter of
September 20th and between Blanchard and Moxie, I think going over the other sections will put
things in good order. By staggering the intensity of the work, yet covering all of the route, we
should be able to keep things in fine shape and make this a creditable part of the Trail.
As I wrote, I will be up next August to look over the work and see how matters are progressing,
as well as repaint the entire section.
Please keep we informed as to what the Advance Bag and Paper Company does on Barren.
Mountain.
Copy to Mr. Greene
November 10, 1939. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
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I have your letter of the 2nd inst. If you will send me a sketch showing the exact location of the
proposed shelter I will take it up with the Great Northern Paper Co. or any other owner whom it
may be on and see what sort of permission I can get. That is, if they will give a lease.
But in order to show them what kind of a lease they would be asked to sign I should have a
mimeographed copy of a sample lease so you might send one to me or ask Hadley to do so.
{Copy for Hadley, Greene}
November 10, 1939. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I appreciate very much having a copy of the confidential reports on the needs of the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. I shall be very glad to talk up the trail whenever the opportunity presents itself.
We have been so tremendously busy this fall that we haven’t had a chance to give the signing
proposition any definite thought. I am in hopes to work out some plan during the winter months
so that we can start in on a program in the spring.
The marking of the Appalachian Trail across the highways will be completed very early in the
spring. I have the signs, you know, and I am going to get some boards and posts and we will put
them up as I promised.
{Copy K. S. Boardman, L. F. Schmeckebier, Walter Greene}
November 16, 1939. Myron Avery to James Sewall, Old Town, Maine.
Dear Jim:
I have your letter of November 10, 1939. We certainly appreciate the continued manifestation of
your interest. Everyone knows if it had not been for you, there would never have been any
Appalachian Trail across Maine, no cable bridge across the West Branch, or any of the lean-tos.
It looks as if we shall have to rely on you to put through the last item needed to complete the
project, if the Park Service insists upon formal leases. As I have explained to Mr. Hadley, on the
other sites only an informal arrangement was obtained, but it may well be that under the Park
Service regulations it may be necessary to have a formal lease.
I am enclosing several copies of the form of lease that we use on The Appalachian Trail lean-tos
in other states. This is the form which is approved by the Forest Service and the Civilian
Conservation Corps and is used where lean-tos are built on privately-owned land. In view of the
approval by the Federal agencies and as lean-tos are built and are being built under it, I take it
that no question will be raised as to the form.
You will note that the description of the locality is to be filled in. Until Mr. Hadley makes--if he
has not made--the trip which he wrote me would occur in early November to the regions in
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question, he will not determine exactly where the structure should be erected. However, 1
assume that the matter could be taken up with the Great Northern Paper Company in a
preliminary way, leaving the exact designation of the site as a detail to be worked out in the
event that they would agree to let us have any lease at all. For instance, at Crawford Pond, since
the outlet of the lake is not particularly good water for drinking, perhaps Mr. Hadley might
conclude it better to locate the lean-to at a spring brook halfway between the dam and the
Kokadjo-B Pond Road, or better still, to decrease the distance from the Potaywadjo Spring, back
a mile or so from the dam, depending upon the availability of water. On the attached sheet I have
tried to work out according to the best information which I have available here the owners of the
lands at the sites suggested. It might well be that in the field and talking to the camp owners, Mr.
Hadley would find that my information is not entirely correct, but it will serve as a guide. I am
sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Hadley, with the suggestion that he may wish to get in touch
with you at Old Town. If we hear nothing from him in the way of a suggestion to the contrary, I
assume that it will be in order to adopt your suggestion that you approach the Great Northern
Paper Company, leaving for later determination the specification required in the lease of the
exact boundaries.
I was in Maine and saw Bowdoin beat Colby with two placement kicks, a thing that I never
expected to see happen. I bought two papers, however, thinking that there must be something
wrong with the score.
Copy Hadley, Greene
November 16, 1939. W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
I received the bush cutters also the weeders sometime ago but have not received the signs yet.
When they come I will see they are properly placed. I also received the blue paint which I will
use next summer on the side lines.
We had two bad winds in Oct. which has put down a lot of trees on the side trails. I have cleared
the one to Barren but doubt if I get the one cleared to Pleasant River until spring.
November 22, 1939. Junior York, Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
The Lean-tos, 3 in number, were placed amongst the others at the upper end of the Campground.
They’re built of matched lumber and a very neat job was done.
The Forest Service did the job, also built a fire equipment shed beside Dick Holmes’ tent site.
We’ll keep the trail from here to the Park opened and try to keep the trail opened from here to the
river if we can find time.
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Well it looks like winter up here, the pond frozen over and a little snow on the ground, plenty of
cold weather from now on.
Can’t think of any more news, so will close.
November 22, 1939. NOTE FOR CHAIRMAN. P.A.T.C. PHOTOGRAPHIC
COMMITTEE and CUSTODIAN A.T.C. LANTERN SLIDE COLLECTION,
In order that there may be a convenient record with respect to new slides made in 1939 (both
A.T.C. and P.A.T.C.) and rearrangement of black and white lantern slide lecture, I confirm
having delivered to you the following:
5 copies of the lecture on the Appalachian Trail.
3 copies of List of Lantern Slides for A.T. Lecture (April, 1939)
3 copies of Additions to Trail Conference Slide Collections, May, 1939 (6 pages)
1 copy of List of Slides for Katahdin Lecture (2 sheets) August, 1939.
1 copy of negatives in Maine Appalachian Trail Club Records, August 1939.
{3 copies additions to PATC List—Nov., 1939}
There have been delivered to the collection all of the slides above listed.
I suggest the following:
1. Putting the set of Katahdin (now in a separate box), as per the list, in one of the 2 boxes that
Betz is making.
2. Put the lecture and signs list of lecture slides in the set of slides for the standard lecture,
adding signs P.A.T.C. 181,182, 183 and P.A.T.C. 190 in after A.T. 270. This set should
go in the two boxes Betz is making.
I am delivering a copy of this memorandum and the lecture and the list of slides to the Publicity
Committee.
There are two questions affecting the list:
(a) Make positive that a slide No. A. T. 357 (Lunksoos Camp-Rogers) as appears on
page 4 of the List exists.
(b) Determine if there is a slide A.T. 372 (Doubletop-Goodrich); if so, it should be added
to the list.
P.A.T.C. 146 (p. 26 lecture) and P.A.T.C. 134 (p,.27) may be sometime replaced by
other better shelter slides.
A.T. 295 - Bateau - West Branch - Stoddar.
A.T. 296.- Katahdin - Abol Slide - Stoddar.
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A.T. 297 - Katahdin - Carry Pond - Stoddar.
A.T. 298 - Katahdin Model - University of Maine.
A.T. 299 - Inscription Rock – Wassataquoik - Hallowell.
A.T- 300 - Ripogenus Gorge - Stoddar,
A.T. 301 - Katahdin from West Branch - Stoddar.
A.T. 302 - Traveler from Wassataquoik - Rogers,
A.T. 303 – Katahdin - East Branch Map.
A.T. 304 - Log Jam - Wassataquoik.
A.T. 303 – Knife-Edge.
A.T. 306 - Wassataquoik Stream - Hallowell
A.T, 307 - Twilight in Wilderness - Church.
A.T. 308 – Mammoth Dam – Wassataquoik - Hallowell
A.T. 309 - Map of Maine
A.T. 311 – The Owl
A.T. 312 - Katahdin Map.
A.T. 313 - Katahdin Map.
A.T. 314 - A.T.C. Maine Map.
A.T. 315 - Maine Map.
A.T. 316 - Great Basin - Dry Pond – Rogers.
A.T. 317 - Brothers from Tableland - Rogers.
A.T. 318 - Northwest Plateau.
A.T. 319 – Chimney Pond
A.T. 320 - Twilight in Wilderness - Church.
A.T. 321 – Burned Forest – Hallowell
A.T. 322 – Katahdin in Winter
A.T. 323 – Log Jam – Wassataquoik
A.T. 324 – Chimney Pond
A.T. 325 – Loading Sleds
A.T. 326 – Beaver Works – Hallowell
A.T. 327 – Log Jam
A.T. 328 - Wassataquoik
A.T. 329 – Logs in Boom – Hallowell
A.T. 330 – Great Basin – Dry Pond – Rogers
A.T. 331 – Great Falls – Wassataquoik – Hallowell
A.T. 332 – Lumber Yard
A.T. 333 – Camp on Wassataquoik
A.T. 334 – From Basin Ponds – Rogers
A.T. 335 – Hamlin Ridge – Rogers
A.T. 336 – Forest in Winter – Hallowell
A.T. 337 – Logs on Wassataquoik
A.T. 338 – Hamlin Ridge – Rogers
A.T. 339 – Hamlin – Katahdin Model
A.T. 340 – Bateau Jam – Wassataquoik – Hallowell
A.T. 341 – Spruce Woods – Hallowell
A.T. 342 – Log Drive – Hallowell
A.T. 343 – Russel Mountain – Rogers
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A.T. 344 – River Drivers’ Camp – Rogers
A.T. 345 – Twilight in Wilderness – Church
A.T. 346 – Twilight in Wilderness – Church
A.T. 347 – North Basin – Rogers
A.T. 348 – Painting – Sunset at Katahdin (F. E. Church – owned by Mrs. Slade)
A.T. 349 – Katahdin Range from Sentinel Mountain – Smith
A.T. 350 – Church Sketch of Chimney Pond – Scribners’ Magazine
A.T. 351 – Sketch Map – Katahdin Trails
A.T. 352 – Sketch Keep Path and former Katahdin Trails – Appalachia
A.T. 353 – Chairback-Barren Map
A.T. 354 – White Cap Map
A.T. 355 – Doubletop from Kidney Pond
A.T. 356 – Sketch Katahdin in Moonlight – from Pitman’s Katahdin View Camps
A.T. 357 – Lunksoos Camp – Rogers
A.T. 358 – East Branch Lunksoos Mountain – Rogers
A.T. 359 – Ripogenus Lake – Witherle – Scene from Winthrop’s Life in the Open Air
A.T. 360 – Ripogenus Dam
A.T. 361- Ripogenus Gorge
A.T. 362 – The Brothers from the Tableland
A.T. 363 – The Brothers from Mt. Coe
A.T. 364 – Hunt Spur on Katahdin
A.T. 365 – Slide on Mt. Coe
A.T. 366 – Katahdin from Sandy Stream Pond – Dawson
A.T. 367 – Katahdin from mouth of Abol Stream - Witherle – 1899
A.T. 368 – Saddle Rock – Abol Slide – Witherle (near Camp Comfort on Abol Slide)
A.T. 369 – Katahdin in Mist – Goodrich
A.T. 370 – Katahdin from Millinocket-Greenville Road – Goodrich
A.T. 371 – Katahdin from Grassy Pond – Goodrich
A.T. 372 – Doubletop Mountain – Goodrich
A.T. 373 – Katahdin from Daicey Pond – Goodrich
A.T. 374 – Hauling Logs – Snubbing – Draper
A.T. 375 – Sluice on Wassataquoik Lake - Draper
A.T. 376 – Sluice on Wassataquoik Lake - Draper
A.T. 377 – On Pogy Mountain – Draper
A.T. 378 – Sluicing Pulpwood - Draper
ADDITIONS TO TRAIL CONFERENCE SLIDE COLLECTION
{May, 1939}
A.T. 272 - Katahdin from Hersey Dam - Merrill, 1909.
A.T. 273 - Grand Falls - Penobscot East Branch – Merrill.
A.T. 274 - Moxie Pond Narrows on A.T.
A.T. 275 – From Moxie Bald on A.T. - Merrill, 1907.
A,T. 276 - Katahdin and Turner from Katahdin Lake - Merrill, 1909.
A.T. 277 - The Traveler from Katahdin Lake
A,T. 278 - Aroostook Tote-road – Merrill.
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A,T. 279 - Big and Little Spencer Mtns. from Kokadjo Lake, Merrill.
A.T. 280 - Moxie Mtn. on A.T. – Merrill.
A,T, 281- Katahdin - ice on Katahdin Lake – Merrill.
A.T. 282 - Katahdin - Merrill (Rock In Lake).
A.T. 283 - Map of Appalachian Trail.
A.T. 284 – Squaw Mtn., Moosehead Lake - Merrill.
A.T. 285 - The Traveler - Merrill.
A.T. 286 - Bateau on Mattawamkeag – Draper.
A.T. 287 – Hauling, Katahdin, in winter – Draper.
A.T. 288 - Log Driving - Draper, 1914.
A.T. 289 - Ripogenus Gorge - Stoddar
A.T. 290 - Log Jam - Wassataquoik – Rogers.
A.T. 291 - Katahdin from Carry Pond - Stoddar
A.T. 292 - Katahdin from West Branch Debsconeag - Stoddar
A.T. 293 - Katahdin - Abol Slide – Stoddar.
A.T. 294 - Katahdin - West Branch – Stoddar.
November 25, 1939. AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION AT THE MEETING OF THE BOARD
OF MANAGERS OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK
CITY AT 2:00 P.M. ON DECEMBER 2, 1939. (PLACE OF MEETING – OFFICE OF F. F.
SCHUETZ, WOOLWORTH BUILDING, 233 BROADWAY.)
As these topics appear pertinent, time may be saved by sending out the suggested agenda so that
those attending the meeting will have had an opportunity to consider the various items.
1. Review of Trail situations with particular emphasis on problems.
2. Report by 0. 0. Heard, Vice-Chairman in Charge of Trail Reports, as to the action taken in
connection with Trail Reports, etc., with a view of obtaining improved maintenance. Discussion
by Mr. Heard with members of the Board and maintaining, organizations as to procedure for
obtaining reports. Discussion of possibility of issuing periodically a summary of Trail conditions
along various sections, and what procedure can be worked out to improve the maintenance of
sub-standard sections.
3. Discussion of lean-to building program. Report on progress made in Maryland, Virginia and
Pennsylvania under authorization granted for building lean-tos on privately-owned land, by J.
Frank Schairer, Supervisor of Trails for the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. Discussion as to
situation in various sections in connection with this program.
4. Report by each maintaining organization and Board Member as to what action has been taken
or will be taken in connection with the use of the standard metal marker designating highway
crossings, prepared by Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier, and circulated by Board memorandum of
September 13, 1939.
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5. Report by the Chairman on the arrangements for the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND and review of the situation with respect to the reissuing of the
Southern Appalachian Guide and the Maine Appalachian Trail Guide.
6. Report on Appalachian Trailway News, by Jean Stephenson, Editor, with discussion of
arrangements to be made with representatives of the maintaining organizations and Board
Members for obtaining subscriptions to Trailway News.
7. The functioning, financing, etc. of the Youth Hostel chain on the Horseshoe Trail in
Pennsylvania, by Henry N. Woolman.
8. Discussion of arrangements for broadening activities of the Trail Conference photographic
custodian, so as to appropriate $25.00 to be expended for obtaining Kodachrome slides along all
sections of Trail. Discussion of arrangements for obtaining slides from various sections.
Evening
Showing of Kodachrome slides taken at the Katahdin Conference and on the Maine Appalachian
Trail trip in 1939, at the apartment of Mr. Ridsdale Ellis, 11 East 86th Street.
The following officers and members of the Board have indicated that they will be present:
Ned K. Anderson, Board Member, Connecticut Forest and Park Association
Myron H. Avery, Chairman of the Board
Orville W. Crowder, Board Member, Mountain Club of Maryland
L C. Haas, Board Member, Blue Mountain Club
Osborne 0. Heard, Vice-Chairman in Charge of Trail Reports
Marion Park, Assistant Secretary
Elmer N. Phelps, Board Member, Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club
Frank Place, Board Member and Chairman of New York-New Jersey Trail Conference
Max H. Sauter, Board Member, Mt. Greylock Ski Club
J. Frank Schairer, Board Member, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
F. F. Schuetz, Treasurer
Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News
Murray H. Stevens, Board Member, New York Chapter, Appalachian Mountain Club
John Vondell, Board Member and Chairman of New England Trail Conference
Dr. H. F. Rentschler, Board Member, Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club, has written that a
recent operation has made his attendance uncertain but that he hopes to be able to attend.
Henry N. Woolman, Board Member, Horseshoe Trail Club, is presently in Hawaii but if he
returns in time, will be present.
C. A. Hobein, representing Board Member William Burton, New York Chapter, Green
Mountain Club, who will be in Ohio at the time of the meeting, will attend.
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W. R. Hamlin, Secretary of New England Trail Conference, who has been requested to attend the
meeting, has written that he will be present.
****
With a view of developing more effective arrangements for Trail maintenance, the Chairman has
written certain organizations maintaining Trail which are not presently represented on the Board,
inviting them to send a representative to the New York meeting. These organizations are the
Green Mountain Club, Philadelphia Trail Club, and the Berkshire Chapter of the Appalachian
Mountain Club.
Professor Louis B. Puffer, President of the Green Mountain Club, has written that he will make
arrangements to have a Trustee of the Green Mountain Club attend.
Mr. Carl 0. Chauncey, Trail Chairman of the Berkshire Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain
Club, writes that he will be unable to attend but that
"We discussed the Appalachian Trail at a recent meeting of our Executive Committee
and I can assure you of the hearty cooperation of the Chapter in maintaining our portion
of the Trail during the coming year".
No reply has been received from the Philadelphia Trail Club as to whether any representative of
that organization will be able to attend.
****
In view of the cooperation which the Trail Conference has received from the National Park
Service and the United States Forest Service, the Chairman has invited both organizations to
have a representative attend this meeting, with a view of coming into closer contact with the
representatives of the maintaining organizations. The Park Service has advised that its Field
Coordinator, Mr. Julian Salamon, Branch of Recreation, Land Planning and State Cooperation,
will attend the meeting. Mr. Salamon is acting as Chairman of the Park Service Committees on
Camping, Skiing and Hiking and as a number of the members of the Board are members of these
Committees, this will afford an opportunity for Committee members to make contact with Mr.
Salamon.
It is expected that the Forest Service will be represented by a member of its Region 7 staff.
November 27, 1939. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Am returning the report on trail conditions which I believe you said you wanted. I just went over
it for a second time. It was extremely interesting and at the same time encouraging. Things are
much better than I expected. You’re certainly a wonder to keep after things so thoroly. It shows
a thoro grasp of things necessary to be done. The hurricane damage was not as bad as I expected
and no doubt next year you will in some way get the western part cleared out. It sure must have
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hit hard in that Spalding Mt. area. I sure had an attack of nostalgia as I read of the various parts
of the trail I was identified with so thoroly. I hope I’ll see them again sometime. It’s tough to
have been shut away from it all. The various letters were all of great interest and I enjoyed
reading them. It’s good of you to send them. I hope you won’t fail to send me all you can. I have
still a great interest. Gulf Hagas is proving itself I gather and will gradually become a show place
when it becomes more accessible. Wish we could have had the impressions of all three parties
that went over it. What became of McDonald of the White House. Hope all my old friends in the
line asked for me. I haven’t the last guide and never rc’d. it. Don't’ know what happened. I want
one greatly of course so please get one on to me. Was glad to get your good personal letter.
Greaton’s letter shows the trail and the Conference meeting has made a dent at least in the Dev.
Commission’s hide. They should help out next year. Going along the same way. All the very best.
Write.
November 28, 1939. {Copy Arnold, Stephenson, MATC File 66. Original and copy to In Me.
Woods 11/28/39}
MEMENTOS OF THE MAINE WOODS
Impressions of the Ninth Appalachian Trail Conference
by
William B. Arnold
Lancaster, Pennsylvaia
At a spot thirty miles from the nearest rail and surfaced automobile road, lit by oil lamps and
heated with wood stoves at night, providing shelter in log cabins and tents beneath birch and pine
trees, with engineers and lawyers as porters, and guests gathering contents for blueberry pies,
Maine was host last August to its most unusual "convention”--the Ninth Appalachian Trail
Conference.
The delegates--without a dance or banquet in their week's stay. and without an evening gown,
golf club or gun, and hardly a fishing rod in the crowd--had come to Maine neither to take its fish
or game, nor as a random-chosen meeting place merely to discuss problems and eat food which
could just as well be discussed, and eaten in New Orleans or Omaha. They had come, instead-not as mere tourists, but as ardent conservationists, interested in the preservation and enlightened
public recreational use of wilderness areas along the entire Appalachian Trail—for the express
purpose of seeing the incomparable Maine wilderness, with its granite mountains and its
trackless forest, stippled with myriad ponds, rivers, lakes and "deadwaters" as far as the eye can
reach.
And because they came with that attitude of appreciation and conservation of one of Maine's
greatest spiritual as well as material resources; because they came as front-line workers for the
protection and development of wilderness areas in practically all the Atlantic seaboard states,
vitally interested in similar work in Maine, and self-disciplined thru long trail work against
defacing and littering the woods with carving and debris and against setting them on fire thru
careless smoking; as well as because they were the largest, numerically, of any voluntary
conservation group ever to assemble in the state--Maine was especially proud to welcome them.
And because the hundred and fifty odd delegates--men and women--had come to Maine in that
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spirit, they returned to their homes, scattered from New England to Tennessee, singing the
praises of their convention site in a way which would make ordinary “convention cities” and
their hotels turn green with envy. For they had found in the north woods the renewal of mind and
body which springs from intimate contact with things wildly beautiful and not made by hands;
and they had found those woods eminently worthy to be both a beginning and a goal of their
Appalachian Trail--the marked mountain footway which the joint efforts of the component
outing clubs of the Appalachian Trail Conference had planned and opened for hikers and nature
lovers, extending without a break for 2049 miles from Maine’s Mt. Katahdin to Mt. Oglethorpe,
in Georgia.
It can almost be said that the Conference was a pilgrimage to Maine and Mt. Katahdin in
celebration of the completion of The Appalachian Trail. South of Maine the Trail was
established thru the efforts of existing outing clubs and by the use in many places of their
existing local footways. But with no initial trail organization in Maine, and much of the Maine
trail projected thru utter wilderness, it was thought for a time that Mt. Washington, in New
Hampshire, would have to be substituted for Mt. Katahdin as the northern terminus. However,
with perseverance and the welcome aid of the Civilian Conservation Corps (whose National
Director, Robert Fechner, came from Washington to address the Conference), and with the
contribution by the State of Maine of materials for a cable bridge across the swift and deep West
Branch of the Penobscot, the Trail was opened in its entirety in the summer of 1937--after the
close of the last biennial Trail Conference. Since the final and most difficult portion of the whole
Trail to be opened was in Maine, and since every outing club member who had cut weeds and
briars from the Trail even in Pennsylvania or Virginia or Tennessee has looked on the Trail not
merely as a local thing but as a highway of adventure to and from Mt. Katahdin, it was especially
fitting that the workers and delegates should at the same time celebrate the completion of their
Trail and make a pilgrimage to the "holy mountain" from which it springs.
The Conference was held at York’s Twin Pine Camps at Daicey Pond, on The Appalachian Trail,
seven miles southwest of Katahdin, with a magnificent view of the Hunt Spur side of the
mountain, and the lesser peaks of the Katahdin Range.
The program was intentionally short on reports and business, and long on experience and lore of
the Maine woods. Dr. Lore A. Rogers, of Patten, Maine, with boyhood memories of "longlogging” (timber, as distinguished from pulpwood) operations of years ago, told, with pictures,
of colorful experiences of the lumbermen; demonstrated the river-driver’s tool-of-all-uses, the
peavey; and supervised the digging and filling of an old-time bean-hole--the contents of which
were avidly devoured by the Conference next night at supper.
The probable course of the wanderings of the Fendler boy, lost on Katahdin, was reconstructed
by Myron H. Avery from information furnished by guides at York’s Camps, who had
participated in the search, and from his own knowledge of the country; he pointed the moral that
persons lost from parties in the Maine woods would do better to “stay put” and wait for searchers
than wander still farther from trails. R. Aubrey Bogley, of the American Red Cross, from
Washington, D. C., as well as camp guides, gave demonstrations of canoe safety and technique,
as differently applicable to Maine’s quiet ponds and to its "white water". At night striking color
slides of Maine scenery were shown by Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary of the Maine
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Development Commission, and outlines of the geography of the Katahdin Region given by
Myron H. Avery, of Lubec, Maine, Chairman of the Board of Managers of the Trail Conference
and author of Katahdin guidebooks and articles. And at Chimney Pond, shadowed by the
gigantic, shear headwall of Mt. Katahdin, Park Naturalist Sullivan of Acadia National Park,
pointed out the unusual geologic formations and arctic flora; and LeRoy Dudley, longtime
dweller at Chimney Pond, brought the mountain to life with the same magic with which
Washington Irving touched the Catskills, by spinning tales of Pamola, the god of the Mountain,
of whom the native Indians were afraid, and who smoked forest fires in his pipe and was
troubled by porcupines nesting in his ears.
But the trail club delegates had come to hike and to climb the mountains; and this was, of course,
their chief activity. With preliminary trips to Sentinel and Doubletop Mountains for limbering up
and perspective, the crowning event during the Conference proper was the overnight trip to
Katahdin itself.
With food and sleeping bags packed in on horseback, a Conference party of 72 people spent a
night at Chimney Pond in balsam bed lean-tos, and next day, dividing into three parties
according to their choice of trails for the ascent, toiled with perspiration and eager anticipation,
foot by foot up the two-thousand feet of the headwall of the mountain. The majority chose the
Dudley Trail, with its ladder-like beginning and boulder-strewn ending on Pamola, one of the
mountain’s lesser peaks, in order to traverse Katahdin’s famous serrated, tight-rope-walking
“Knife-edge” with its breath-taking 1500-foot sheer descents on either side, leading from Pamola
upwards over lightning-shattered granite 1.1. miles to Baxter Peak, the summit.
On this peak, lacking only thirteen feet from a mile in height, the Conference delegates, as they
assembled one by one, received true mountain climbers’ reward in the soul-satisfying and
dazzling perspective spread out at their feet--mile after mile without end of unspoiled wildness;
lakes, forests, clouds, rivers; dim masses of mountains beyond Moosehead Lake; and the fields
of Aroostook County. And as they erected, with seemingly too brief and inconsequential
ceremony, a marker indicating the commencement there of The Appalachian Trail, they saw in
their minds’ eyes an equally exalting panorama--the mile after mile of this footpath winding
down from the point on which they stood, across the wilderness of Maine, over New
Hampshire’s lofty Presidential Range, over the green Long Trail in Vermont and the gentler
Berkshires and Catskills; past the old iron-furnaces and intimate valleys of Pennsylvania and
Maryland; crossing the Potomac and West Virginia at John Brown’s Harpers Ferry; winding
down the Blue Ridge of Virginia, past its mountain cabins, its lore of feuds and Civil War, and
its modern Skyline Drive; traversing the virgin timber, the grassy balds and rhododendron and
flaming azalea of North Carolina’s and Tennessee’s Great Smoky Mountains; and ending more
than two thousand miles away at Mt. Oglethorpe, in Georgia. In their minds’ eyes they saw this
consummation of a naturalist-philosopher’s dream--for which they had proudly worked with
their own hands--of a pathway, greater than any one man or club or city or state, which would
lead men of today and tomorrow from their man-made cities to the peace and rejuvenation of
nature, and which would make it practicable for more and more men to say, thru the knowledge
of comforting experience, "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help".
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It was this vision in the minds of the Conference party that kept the descent of Katahdin from
seeming like an anticlimax. For as the afternoon haze imperceptibly filtered in to restrict the seen
horizon, and as the visible perspective flattened and contracted with each downward stride and
each cautious lowering over the giant boulders of the Hunt Spur, the delegates no longer thought
of Katahdin as a goal whose achievement ended their joint and joyous endeavor, but as a starting
point for 2049 miles of further glorious adventure--down the length of their Appalachian Trail.
Pressed by limited vacations, many of the delegates could at once tramp only the northernmost
seven of those beckoning, long-stretching miles of Trail--the seven miles from Katahdin’s
summit back to Daicey Pond and the official close of the Conference. But forty-five of the
delegates were resolved not to leave without a more adequate sample of the Trail in Maine; and
in two additional weeks this smaller group, divided into three parties traveling a day apart (so as
to not exceed sporting camp accommodations) enjoyed tramping an additional one hundred and
five miles of the Appalachian Trail--from Daicey Pond to Monson. To many of them, these one
hundred self-propelled miles thru the heart of the Maine wilderness country were as unique an
experience and destined to be fully as enduring in nostalgic memory, as the more spectacular
climb of Katahdin itself.
They passed monuments of Maine’s great and ingenious and colorful lumbering industry, past
and present; ruined camps and dams and sluices; stream-side graves of drowned “river-drivers”,
reputedly buried in pork barrels and with the boots in which they died nailed on nearby trees as
markers, surviving the elements for thirty years or more; and modern camps, fully equipped and
waiting only for autumn snows to resume operations. They paddled canoes, watched otter and
osprey, heard the eerie call of loons, watched flaming sunsets and sang in moonlight - on
differingly beautiful Rainbow, Nahmakanta, Joe Mary, Pemadumcook, and many other lakes.
Far from trace of human habitation, they walked rotting and disused corduroy lumber roads; they
skirted or slushed thru beaver flowages, and strode thru fragrant, shoulder-high bracken; they
saw tracks of deer and moose, and lunched by mossy, rushing waterfalls. They ate blueberries
and wild raspberries beside the pathway, and delicious Maine doughnuts at every breakfast. And
each night, without having to pack heavy food, or bedding on their backs, they reveled in a
hearty supper, warm and genuine hospitality and a comfortable bed in one of the chain of
sporting camps located at distances of one day’s easy hike along the Trail--but still frequently as
far as fourteen miles by trail or boat from the nearest automobile road.
And when the trip had to end, on Labor Day and at the finish of the one hundred and five miles
which had been undertaken, and when the time inevitably came to forsake nature’s feet for tires
and wheels of steel, and the quiet peace of forest and lake for screaming headlines and rumors of
war, each hiker felt a tinge of sadness in having to leave, and fervently prayed that somehow, in
the press and expansion of “civilization” and population and industry, Maine could succeed in
preserving unspoiled for the inspiration and restoring of health and sanity of future generations,
this most extensive wilderness area of the entire East. And under the compelling attraction of
things eminently great and vital, each hiker knew in his heart that at some vacation-time, not
long distant, he was going to be back in Maine--to re-see the granite grandeur of Katahdin, to reexperience the simple hospitality of those sporting camps, and to refresh acquaintance with The
Appalachian Trail in the north woods!
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November, 1939. Trail Report {Work Trip}
Section 20
Me. Highway 4 to Me. Highway 17
North to South
1. Paint,
Painted by CCC in 1936; in 1938 the relocation from the end of the truck road west to the
original trail route for half a mile along the cut right of way was painted.
2. A.T. Markers.
In fair condition in 1939.
3. Mile Markers.
Nos. 1 to 3 originally put in are in correct location and should be renewed. Markers 4 to 8 are in
improper location by reason of change of trail. The old markers should be obliterated and new
markers put in by remeasuring the route.
4. Trail Data.
Checked and section rewritten for change in trail route. In 1938 change was made to follow fireroad to its end and along the cut right of way.
5. Condition of Trail.
Lumbering at the end of the truck road to Long Pond reported to be in progress in fall and winter
of 1939. Route was covered by B.O.C. in 1939 and reported to be fairly free from hurricane
damage. Two trees which had made the lean-to unusable were removed by CCC crew.
6. Board Signs.
Signs Nos. 177, 180, 181, and 199 were supposed to have been made by Edwards and sent to
Sawyer to install. These signs are on list of signs to be made and when made should be installed.
7. Needed Work.
A. Very careful attention should be given to the section of trail between the end of the truck road
and the margin of the lumber operations at Long Pond. Forest Supervisor Stubbs reported that
the cutting out of the old Swift River Tote-road which is used in hauling the lumber had
obliterated the right turn up here from this old tote-road.
B. Entire section should have a thorough and complete repainting.
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C. Repaint mile markers 1 to 3; install new makers 4 to 8, eliminating old markers.
D. Put up board signs as soon as they are made and available.
December 1, 1939. Conrad L. Wirth, Supervisor of Recreation and Land Planning, United
States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We want to thank you for your letter of November 20, with regard to the two trail shelters
proposed for construction in Northern Maryland, and the copy of the lease form which you
enclosed.
This form is satisfactory to us as it meets the requirements laid down for this type of agreement
by the Director of the Civilian Conservation Corps.
As the work of the CCC camp at Catoctin. is being carried on under the supervision of the
Regional Director, Region I at Richmond, we are referring this matter to him with the request
that he communicate directly with you with regard to it.
Copy Mr. Pfeiffer, Mr. Heard, Mr. Crowder, Mr. Secor, Mr. Peterson, Mr. Schairer, Assistant
Superintendent Hadley
December 3, 1939. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Last night our party of five returned from two days work on the A.T. Friday we covered the
section from Frye Bridge to the South Arm road. We mowed out some bushes, including the
raspberry bushes across the flat around Black Brook, but devoted the day chiefly to marking the
trail more plainly. The part now left in this section that needs work done is from Surplus Pond
down to Mountain Brook and along the old tote road along the brook until the trail emerges from
the area lumbered two years ago. This section will need to have a mile and a half of bushes
mowed, and considerable cross cut saw work where it was lumbered; next spring it will take two
days for four or five men to clear this section. As I traversed it Friday I thought that after all it
might be as well to stick to the route back of Surplus Pond and up over Spruce Mountain; it
seems to me there is less mowing on the latter route, but I may be mistaken. We did considerable
marking on both sides of Mountain Brook where the trail crosses; it was particularly bad on the
east side, because the Forest Deficiency Camp workers had skirted along the bank of the brook
instead of cutting out the blow-downs along the marked trail and what markers were left took
one into the blowdowns and left one there. We have marked it to follow the stream, skirting the
blowdowns until the trail turns sharp to the right, but I think that next spring we will cut through
to follow the original trail as it is a short section, and the foot way is not very good near the
brook. From there to the South Arm road we had to do very little, except to repaint blazes and
mow out the raspberry bushes near the road, as mentioned above.
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We stayed overnight at Mrs. Graves’ at South Arm and yesterday went up the North Branch of
Black Brook two miles to where the trail crosses the brook. We marked the crossing much more
plainly and mowed out the path up the steep bank, marked the sharp turn at the old sluiceway
beyond any chance that anyone but a blind man can miss it, and did a thorough job of mowing as
far as the lumber camps one tenth mile beyond. This is only a start on this bad mile to the county
line, and we shall have to do a lot of mowing there next spring. It started to rain (as usual) about
two P.M. and the boys had to quit. You will be interested to know that I spent the forenoon
scouting for a possible route along the ridge, as you suggested, in order to avoid following the
brook; I am convinced beyond any doubt that we will do best to stick to the present route along
the brook. I found the old hauling road from the lumber camps, and traced it all the way west to
where it comes into the old tote road, site of the present trail, just below the old lumber camps
about .9 mile from the South Arm road. Parts of this old hauling road are clear and open, but a
considerable section is completely buried in a bad blowdown area that would take several days to
clear, and other parts are badly grown up to raspberry bushes that would require constant
maintenance. This old road parallels the brook, nearly a quarter of a mile back on the ridge.
Between it and the brook are other old roads, but they lead for the most part down hill to the
brook. The whole side of the ridge suffered terrific damage from the hurricane, and I was
impressed with the fact that if the trail had not gone through western Maine before the hurricane,
it would have been delayed many years.
The A.T. metal markers arrived all right before we left, and we used some, and will use more
next spring.
This seems to be all the news at present. I expect to see Reeves in Farmington next Friday night,
and will have a talk with him. If I decide that he and his boys are capable of handling the section
beyond Saddleback, I will help him get started.
Let me know how things pan out in New York.
December 4, 1939. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Referring to your letters of the 2nd and 16th ult, I think it would help me out if you could
yourself, or get Mr, Hadley, to furnish me with a map showing the location of the trail and of the
existent shelters along the part which we want to develop further, and then show the location of
the proposed shelters, and the distances between each one. That is, the distance from the last
existent shelter to the next proposed shelter, etc., roughly and in miles.
I don’t mean any exact map, but a sketch, showing the township lines and the ownerships, if you
can.
Then I can see what owners to talk with and can also perhaps use some judgment if difficulty is
had on account of owner’s policy, in proposing a change in location which will fit in to
reasonable travel and put the proposed shelter on land on which we may be able to get
permission to build.
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I would not be so very much afraid about getting permission to build under some sort of a verbal
agreement but I do know that land owners as a whole are averse to giving leases.
Somewhat early I wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
[Underlining added, probably by Avery]
{If you get to college see my son Joe, at 18 N, Maine Hall. J.W.S.}
{Copy Mr. Hadley. I will take care of this on my return to Wash. M.H.A.}
December 11, 1939. Marion Park to Percival P. Baxter, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Baxter:
Since my letter to you of December 6th. in reply to your letter of December 4th, it has occurred
to me that I might have mentioned another method of procuring black and white separate copies
of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide’s Katahdin Region Map. (The printed maps were in
blue.) This could be done by photographic reproduction but I rather think the cost would be in
excess of what you would wish to incur for these documents. This matter would have to be cared
for through Conference Chairman Myron H. Avery, who is now engaged in revising the
Katahdin section and map in this Guide. I could, if you wish, suggest the matter to Mr. Avery
when he comes, at some time, to Washington from New York City where he is now stationed.
In this connection, as the number of copies requested suggests a possible intended use, I should
call your attention to the fact that these maps and Guide are both copyrighted and that
reproduction must be with the express permission of the copyright owners. We are making this
comment by reason of the instances of disregard of our rights in this connection, such as the use
of a part of the map which erroneously designates the limits of Baxter Park in Mountain
Climbing in Maine and in a recent issue of Appalachia.
I assume you are aware of the issue of the 1939 Supplement to this third edition and that another
Supplement will appear in 1940. Copies of Appalachian Trailway News, which I have forwarded,
also refer to these conditions. I presume you are aware of the Katahdin Bibliography, included in
the list of Publications sent with my letter of December 6th. We have in the past sent you
complimentary copies of these Publications and I judge although, lacking any acknowledgement,
we had not known if these publications had come to your attention.
We note particularly your commendation of this Guide. In view of the Conference's contribution
in this form and your commendation of our work, it was a matter of regret for the Conference to
be advised that, at your direction, the present Baxter State Park Commission declined to adhere
to the Appalachian Trailway Agreement. In view of your announced interest in preserving the
wilderness around Katahdin, it was difficult to understand this seeming inconsistency in
expression and act. It is regretted that, as a result of this act, Maine should be publicized as the
only one of fourteen states and numerous other agencies which should oppose this public-spirited
and universally commended plan for an Appalachian Trailway.
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December 12, 1939. Conrad L. Wirth, Supervisor of Recreation and Land Planning,
National Park Service, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have not received any information from Assistant Superintendent Hadley regarding your
proposal to construct eight lean-tos in Maine by a CCC side camp, referred to in your letter of
December 4, and inasmuch as Mr. Collins is out of town we have written Mr. Hadley for
information on this subject.
As soon as we have received the general information requested from Mr. Hadley on this proposal,
we will inform you regarding the possibility of our undertaking this construction. We appreciate
your offer to give us any additional information we may require and we will not hesitate to give
you the opportunity to answer any questions which may arise.
Mr. Salomon will be glad to informally discuss, as liaison, any matters of mutual concern
between the Conference and the National Park Service.
December 13, 1939. Marion Park to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
Under separate cover I am sending you six copies of the July 1939 issue of Appalachian
Trailway News which contains a list of the shelters, both proposed and existing, along the
Appalachian Trail from Maine to Georgia. Mr. Avery has been transferred to the New York
office of the Maritime Commission to assist with the work there, which explains why I am
writing this letter, at his request. Mr. Avery will write to you when he comes to Washington, in
the near future.
Copy to Mr. Hadley
December 16, 1939. Marion Park to J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Smith:
In keeping with oar promises to you, I am enclosing herewith the following photographs for use
in In the Maine Woods. You may keep these photographs until you have used them, but will you
please return them as they are used, so we may have them for our photographic collection?
18 photographs by Osborne 0. Heard:
A basketful of blueberries
Hikers on Doubletop Mt.
Board signs and the well-known A.T. insignia
The Heard Tent at the Conference Campground
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View of Mountain Club of Maryland Camp
Big Niagara Falls
One stage in beanhole beans demonstration
Katahdin from cable bridge
Spruce and fir surrounding campground
Spruce and fir surrounding campground
Big Niagara Falls
Hikers on Doubletop
Henry S. Childs
Hikers on the way to Sentinel Mtn,
Hikers on Sentinel Mtn.
Katahdin from cable bridge
Katahdin from cable bridge
Supper at campground
4 photographs by Leola Stahl:
View of York's Twin Pine Camps
The twin pines
Big Niagara Falls
Big Niagara Falls
5 photographs by Anna Miller:
Hikers on top of Katahdin
View of Campground at Conference
Katahdin across Daicey Pond
Big Niagara Falls
Ripogenus Gorge
6 photographs by Geraldine Judy
Little Niagara Falls
Lumber Camp on Appalachian Trail near Lower Joe Mary Lake
Katahdin from cable bridge
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
View of Knife Edge of Katahdin from Pamola
Marker on top of Katahdin
8 Photographs by Howard S. Olmsted:
Highway marker with Mr. Fechner and Mr. Avery
Highway marker with Mr. Fechner
A “transplanted bit of the High Sierra”
Big Niagara Falls
York’s Twin Pine Camps
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View of Conference Campground
View from Campground of Doubletop and Squaw’s Bosom Mtns.
Crowd of hikers gathered around the signs on top of Katahdin
2 photographs by G. F. Blackburn
Crowd of hikers gathered around the signs on top of Katahdin
Meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club on Maine soil
29 photographs by G. Herbert Whitney
Canoe life-saving demonstration
Canoe life-saving demonstration
Dining tent of the campers at the Conference
Dining tent of the campers at the Conference
Demonstration of the art of making bean-hole beans
View of the Conference Campground
View of the Conference Campground
Hikers starting for Doubletop Mtn.
Hikers starting for Doubletop Mtn.
View of the Conference Campground
Delegates to the Conference from the Mountain Club of Maryland
The Gould family of New York and their camp
Katahdin from York’s Twin Pine Camps
York’s Twin Pine Camps
Delegates to the Conference
Canoe life-saving demonstration
Meeting place of Conference
View of Campground
Photographer taking pictures of bean-hole bean demonstration
Preparing the beans for the bean-hole
Delegates to the Conference starting for Double top Mtn.
Canoe life-saving demonstration
Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier, Myron H. Avery, Robert Fechner and Everett F. Greaton
12 photographs by Katherine E. Kovar:
View across Nahmakanta Lake
Bodfish Intervale with Barren-Chairback Range
Myron H. Avery pointing out mountain peaks
The “Index Finger” on Katahdin
Washday in Nahmakanta Lake
View of Conference campground
Katahdin over dri-ki in Pemadumcook Lake
Veteran measuring wheel
Breakfast at Chimney Pond
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Crossing Cooper Brook at the Falls
Members of hiking party at McDougall’s Camps on Nahmakanta Lake
Laundry and swimming at Potter’s Antlers Camps on Lower Joe Mary Lake
7 photographs by Dorothy Swift:
Mountain Club of Maryland Camp at the Conference
The Heard Camp at base of Kataahdin near Chimney Fond
Poling down Joe Mary Stream
Katahdin from PotaywadJo Ridge
Katahdin across dri-ki of Pemadamcook Lake
4 photographs by Dick Reed
Members of Mountain Club of Maryland at Chimney Pond
The Sosmans of Westfield, New Jersey
View from Millinocket-Greenville Road
Katahdin from Millinocket-Greenville Road
Photos by F. F. Schuetz (2)
Appalachian Trail Conference party at Chimney Pond
On the Saddle Slide up Katahdin
Later on we expect to send further photographs which were taken at The Appalachian Trail
Conference for use in future issues of In the Maine Woods.
The photographs of Mr. Whitney are to be returned to The Appalachian Trail Conference after
they have served their purpose, not to Mr. Whitney.
December 19, 1939. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College
Dear Will:
At present I am making a good bid for the title of “Long Distance Champion Commuter”. My
present program allows me Saturday and Sunday and occasionally Monday here. How long it
will last or what will come of it, I can't say.
I delayed answering your letter, thinking that I would be able to talk with you when I was in
Portland last week, although there seemed little likelihood of running up to Lewiston. I am
enclosing a letter to Conners and one to Randall which are self-explanatory. (As to Randall's
appointment, both of us can think a lot about the controlling factors. While I am digressing, don't
you think if you intend to do anything about the B.O.C. and Katahdin, that you ought to get in on
the ground floor, emphasize to him the unfortunate conditions prevailing, before he becomes too
much embued with the Baxter "Pollyanna" attitude about the region?)
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Coming back to the Trail, I am convinced that by next year the down trees will form a very great
problem and that to attempt to cut them out would mean little opportunity to do any other Trail
clearing. For this reason I am going to suggest, although I know that for a good woodsman like
yourself it would seem a sacrilege to leave a down log, that in June you have the boys
concentrate on the marking and clearing out the small stuff. Any CCC program would not get
under way until a month or so later but if we fail to make the grade, the logs will be there but at
least the Trail will be in good shape and of the two alternatives, I think it preferable to leave the
logs. I will keep working on the problem and see what we can do in the way of getting a crew to
go through. This will have to be predicated on removing hurricane damage, not the small
maintenance work.
I have read your comments about the Mountain Brook relocation with much interest. You may
be right and that this year it may take as much work to clear out the bushes on the upper
Mountain Brook Road as it would over Spruce Mountain. This surely would not be the situation
each year. The Spruce Mountain route would get no travel and the Mountain Brook Tote-road
does get the benefit of some local use which tends to keep it open. Apart from the maintenance
factor, and I am sure that in future years the odds would be in favor of the Mountain Brook, I do
think that the route would be much more satisfactory to the hiker. It is really, apart from any
maintenance, a terrific pull up over the mountain and I think the relocation will be a great
improvement. That is the way that I, as you know, remeasured and rewrote the description.
I really have a feeling of satisfaction that at last someone has solved--and in this case you--the
mystery of how the Black Brook Camps were reached. I feel that it is very much too bad that this
old tote-road was not found when the Trail route was originally located. If we got the CCC Camp
to clear out the blow-downs, do you think it might be worth while to consider the change?
I have a feeling that the route up the brook bank is going to get progressively worse and if the
blow-downs were out of the way, I am wondering if the maintenance could be any worse.
I shall be interested to hear what you conclude to do about the Boy Scouts. With best regards to
Mrs. Sawyer and yourself,
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after his return to New York from Washington.
Copy to Mr. Greene
December 19, 1939. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
I am following up Miss Park’s letter of December 13th in reply to your letter of December 4th.
At the present time I am sort of a commuter, working in New York and week-ending in
Washington. This is the first opportunity I have had to put into effect your suggestion of
preparing a map as to the location of the shelters. I have taken two maps from the Maine Guide
which will cover the State. They are not the most detailed but they will go to show the location
of the lean-tos.
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I have indicated in blue on the map the existing lean-tos. The proposed sites are in red. I have
pasted on the back of each map the master shelter plan for Maine. This lists the structures in
geographical sequence and their distance from Katahdin. I had thought that this might be the
most satisfactory way of handling the problem. While we were about the matter, I thought I
might just as well make up two sets of the map and one for Mr. Hadley. I am sending a copy of
this letter to him with the map. You will know, of course, that the locations are only approximate.
I am clipping to the maps additional copies of the owners of the lean-to sites which were referred
to in my letter of September 20, 1939. This is all of the information that I can develop at this
moment. If it is not sufficient, I could start some local inquiries.
I know though that if anyone can get the leases from the large land owners, it will be you, and
the availability of your interest will be of very great help indeed.
I was in Brunswick and saw the Colby game. I am glad indeed to see that another one of the
Sewall family is coming along and headed in the right direction.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after his return to New York from Washington.
Copy to Mr. Hadley, Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Greene
December 19, 1939. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Alfred,
Maine
Dear Mr. Rendall:
I recently noted with much interest your appointment to the office of Forest Commissioner.
Although we are from rival schools (Bowdoin, ‘20), I have been in very close contact of late
with your Alma Mater. As you may know, the Bates Outing Club maintains under the direction
of Professor W. H. Sawyer, Jr., a section of Appalachian Trail in western Maine between Mt.
Saddleback and Frye Brook in a most excellent and satisfactory manner.
In addition to your appointment as Forest Commissioner, as to which I wish to extend my
congratulations, I believe that you automatically become one of the administering board of the
Katahdin region. As to this, by reason of the problems and difficulties, I presume that it is less a
matter of congratulations. However, it had occurred to me that you might not have available a
copy of our Maine Guide and Katahdin Bibliography. I believe that these would be useful to you
in your Katahdin work and I have sent them to you under separate cover.
We are engaged at the present time in the revision of the map of the Katahdin region which
eventually I trust will appear as a two-color map.
The Trail Conference relations with the Maine Forest Service have been throughout extremely
cordial. Forest Supervisor Stubbs has been of particular assistance to us in our problems. I am
sure that this relationship of cooperation will continue to increase and I am looking forward to
the opportunity to call on you when I am in Maine at some time in the near future.
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Sincerely yours,
Myron Avery, Chairman, Appalachian Trail Conference
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after his return to New York from Washington.
Copy to Sawyer, Stubbs, Greene
December 19, 1939. Myron Avery to Edward W. Connors, Maine Forest Service, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Conners:
Since my conversation with you at Augusta, I have had an opportunity to see more of the section
of the trail in western Maine which was hardest hit by the hurricane. Considering the handicaps
and the facilities available, both the CCC crew and the Forest Deficiency Camp undoubtedly did
a most excellent job last year. However, as I may have told you, in the way of thoroughly reopening a trail there is a good deal which remains to be done as far as hurricane damage is
concerned. Wherever logs were on the ground and were above the head of the walker, although
across the Trail, they were left. Winter snows will undoubtedly bring these down and in addition,
there will undoubtedly be a great many wind-throws.
This type of work is particularly difficult for our volunteer organization. As you may know, the
Trail between Saddleback and Frye Brook is cared for by the Bates Outing Club under the
direction of Professor W. H. Sawyer. Mr. Sawyer’s annual maintenance trip with the Club, by
reason of the situation last year, will be pretty much occupied with the matter of renewing the
marking and clearing out the small growth. From what I have observed and judging from what is
likely to occur in the way of additional wind-throws during the coming year, I fear that there is a
lot of hurricane work still remaining and for this reason I should like to recommend that the
project which I discussed with you in the way of building the latrines and completing the work
around the lean-tos, including the “fire-proofing” should really be set up on the basis of a small
side camp to complete the hurricane removal. There will be found still remaining quite an
astonishing amount of the cutting out which is of course, difficult work.
I have just noted the appointment of the new Forest Commissioner.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Sawyer, Greene, Taylor, Attwood
Received December 21, 1939. Arthur M. Fogg to Myron Avery
I am sorry not to have acknowledged all the various booklets which you have forwarded to me,
also the box of markers, which I have not opened as yet. This is a particularly busy season, and I
have gotten behind on correspondence. However, I think I have received everything you sent,
and after the rush is over I will try to give it proper attention. I notice that you have not corrected
my mailing address to Pleasant AVENUE, (not street) as the things you have sent have all been
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remailed, and the express company finally located me on the phone to ask where I wanted the
box delivered.
Hoping that your holidays will be happy ones, and with best wishes for the future months and
years,
Hope 1940 will see you trying our new trail on Mt. Tumbledown.
1939
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
Distribution of Trail Tools Along Appalachian Trail:
(All sent in October, 1938, unless otherwise indicated)
York’s Twin Pine Camps

- 2 Weeders & 2 Blades

Myron H. Avery, c/o York’s Twin Pine Camps

- 1 pr. Pruning Shears
2 Weeders & 2 Blades

Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps

- 1 pr. Pruning Shears
2 Weeders & 2 Blades

McDougall’s Nahmakanta Lake Camps

- 1 Weeder & 1 Blade

Potter’s Antlers Camps

- 1 pr. Pruning Shears
2 Weeders & 2 Blades
(June, 1939
(2 pr. Pruning Shears
(2 Weeders & 2 Blades

Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps

- 1 Pr. Pruning Shears – June, 1939
2 Weeders & 2 Blades

Perham’s Long Pond Camps

- June, 1939
2 pr. Pruning Shears
3 Weeders & 3 Blades

Troutdale Cabins

- 1 Weeder & 1 Blade

Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine

- 1 Pr. Pruning Shears

Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston

- 1 Weeder & 1 Blade

Harry Davis, Monson, Maine

- 1 Pr. Pruning Shears
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November, 1939. REPLACEMENTS FOR SIGNS ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE [Arrows indicate direction indicated by sign or item on sign, if any.]
{10/39. Original to Greaton, Maine Notebook, 3 copies 901 Union, 1 copy Me. File 64, 1 copy
Me. File 65, 2 copies Me. Sign File}
SECTION 1
4. At junction of old and new Hunt Trails (3.58 m.)
Appalachian Trail
Millinocket-Greenville Tote-road 1.64 m.
Baxter Peak
3.58 m.
A.T.C.
SECTION 4
31. At 1.57 m.

Appalachian Trail
Nahmakanta Lean-to
Whitehouse Camps
(Pemadumcook Lake)

5.8 m.
A.T.C.

11.58 m.

35. At 2.81 m., lower left corner of field
Wadleigh Pond

.1 m.



A.T.C.
40. At 6.18 m.

45. At 2.6 m.

Appalachian Trail
Prentiss Valley road

A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Potaywadjo Spring
Potter’s Antlers Camps
White House Camps

3.3 m.
3.9 m.
A.T.C.

48. At 4.46 m.

Appalachian Trail
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Potter’s Camps
Mahar Campground

1.44 m.
4.46 m.
A.T.C.

SECTION 6
52. At 2.85 m. (blue-blazed trail to Pond)
Cooper Pond

.2 m.
A.T.C.

62A and 62B. Two viewpoints (right) signs for Little Boardman Trail
67. At Chadwick’s Outlying Camps on Third West Branch Pond
Appalachian Trail
Berry’s Camps (Yoke Ponds)

A.T.C.

9.38 m.

68. Same place as 67.
Appalachian Trail
White Cap Mtn.
Pleasant River Road

4.85 m.
11.06 m.

A.T.C.

SECTION 8
72. At 3.73 m.
Appalachian Trail
White Cap Summit
Chadwick’s Outlying Camp
A.T.C.
73. At 4.55 m.

White Cap Summit
(3,707 ft.)

74. Same place as No. 73.

Appalachian Trail
Third West Branch Pond
Pleasant River Road
Long Pond

1.12 m.
3.73 m.

.3 m.
A.T.C.

4.55 m.
6.51 m.
9.49 m.
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A.T.C.
75. At 11.06 m. (Pleasant River Road at edge of old field)
Appalachian Trail
Hay Brook Falls
White Cap Mtn.
76. Same place as No. 75.

87. At Perham’s Camps.

88. Same place as No. 87

The Hermitage
Long Pond
Katahdin Iron Works

A.T.C.

A.T.C.


Pleasant River West Branch Road
Gulf Hagas Trail
North Shore of Long Pond
White Cap Mtn.
A.T.C.
Appalachian Trail
East Chairback Pond
Chairback Mtn.
West Chairback Pond

A.T.C.

0.26 m.
6.81 m.

.7 m. 
3. m. 
6. m. app.

2.3 m.
3.81 m.
9.27 m.
9.79 m.

1.8 m.
3.8 m.
5.08 m.

SECTION 9
111. At 16.96 m. – Bodfish Farm.
Appalachian Trail
Barren Mtn.
Boarstone Mtn.
Monson

A.T.C.

5.91 m.
4.1 m. 
14.8 m. 

SECTION 10
114. At 2.05 m.

Appalachian Trail
Barren Mtn.
Little Wilson Falls

A.T.C.

7.96 m.
3.15 m.
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115. At 2.8 m. (Big Wilson Stream)

116. At 2.8 m. (Big Wilson Stream)

Appalachian Trail
Bodfish Intervale
Barren Mtn.

Appalachian Trail
Little Wilson Falls
Monson

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

2.8 m.
8.71 m.

2.4 m.
12. m.

121. At 4.9 m. (Junction of side trail to Little Wilson Falls).
Little Wilson Falls

.3 m.
A.T.C.

122. Same place as No. 121
Appalachian Trail
Bodfish Farm
Monson
123. At Beaver Pond

124. At Prescott Pond

125. At Moose Pond

126. At 8 m.

127. At 11.7 m.

A.T.C.

4.9 m.
12. m.

Beaver (Packard) Pond
A.T.C.
Prescott Pond

A.T.C.

Little Wilson (Moose) Pond
A.T.C.
Site of Savage’s Mills

Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
Little Wilson Falls

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

3.9 m.
7.3 m.
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127-A. At 14.35 m. in Monson

Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
Little Wilson falls
Bodfish Intervale

128. At 14.8 m. in Monson

Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
Little Wilson Falls
Katahdin

129. Same place as No. 128.

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Blanchard
Moxie Bald Mtn.
Maine-New Hampshire Line
A.T.C.

6.35 m.
9.73 m.
14.85 m.

6.8 m.
10.2 m.
112. m.

5.55 m.
17.88 m.
154 m.

MISCELLANEOUS
81-A. Three dozen small signs, half pointing right and half pointing left, to be used in Gulf
Hagas Trail and reading: Viewpoint
SECTION 19
177. At beginning of Houghton Truck Trail and Me. Highway 4
Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Packard’s Camps, Long Pond
Me. Highway 17
A.T.C.
179. At 6.9 m. from Me. Highway 4

6.12 m.
7 m.
8.65 m.

Packard’s Camps, Long Pond
Round Pond

A.T.C.

180. At 6.12 m. from Me. Highway 4

Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Me. Highway 4

6.12 m.
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Me. Highway 17

A.T.C.

2.53 m.

181. At Me. Highway 17—Oquossoc-Houghton Road
Appalachian Trail
Packard’s Camps
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Me. Highway 4
A.T.C.

1.85 m.
2.53 m.
8.65 m.

182. Houghton-Oquossoc Road (Me. Highway 17)
Appalachian Trail
Summit (M.C.R.R.)
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
Me. Highway 5
South Arm
A.T.C.

1.18 m.
5.65 m.
10.1 m.
12.1 m.

183. At 5.65 m. Elephant Mtn. Lean-to

Appalachian Trail
Me. Highway 17
Me. Highway 5

183-A. Same place as No. 183

A.T.C.

5.65 m.
4.45 m.

Elephant Mtn. Lean-to

(These signs on this page [Section 19] to be sent to Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College
Outing Club, Lewiston, Maine, for installation.)
SECTION 23
202. At Forest Service Campground in Grafton Notch
Appalachian Trail
Old Speck Firetower
Speck Pond Lean-to
North Peak, Goose Eye
Maine—New Hampshire Line
A.T.C.
203. Same place as No. 202

Appalachian Trail
Follow Highway, then turn right

1.6 m.
2.79 m.
8.72 m.
12.4 m.

,44 m.
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A.T.C.
204. At Old Speck Fire Warden’s Cabin
East Spur Trail
To Tower (Rough Trail)
A.T.C.
205. At Tower

East Spur Trail
To Cabin (Rough Trail)
A.T.C.

206. At junction Trail to Tower and A.T. on Old Speck
Appalachian Trail
Me. Highway 26
Grafton Notch Lean-to
East Peak Baldpate
Katahdin
A.T.C.
207.

Old Speck Tower
and
East Spur Trail

1.55 m.
2.19 m.
5.47 m.
254.95 m.

A.T.C.

208. At Maine—New Hampshire Line
Appalachian Trail
Maine—New Hampshire Line
Grafton Notch
Baldpate East Peak
Mt. Katahdin

12.4 m.
17.9 m.
266 m.

SUPPLEMENT TO
CONSECUTIVE LIST OF SIGNS
FOR APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
North to South

1939

Revisions to December 1936 (Third Revision) List
1. No. 177. At beginning of Houghton Truck Trail and Me. HIghway 4.
Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to

6.12 m.
7 m.
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Me. Highway 17

8.65 m.

2. No. 178. To be discarded by reason of change in route.
3. No. 180

Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Me. Highway 4
Me. Highway 17

6.12 m.
2.53 m.

4. No. 181. At Me. Highway 17 (Houghton-Oquossoc Road)
Appalachian Trail
Packard’s Camps
1.85 m.
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
2.53 m.
Me. Highway 4
8.65 m.
5. No. 189.

Correct 2.72 to 2.58 m.
Change Highway 17 to Highway 5

6. No. 191

Change .33 to .47
Change 2.18 to 3.32
Change 10.61 to 10.75

7. No. 193

Correct 2.3 to 2.25
Correct .55 to .6
Correct 7.68 to 7.73

8. No. 194

Correct 1.58 to 1.63
Correct 2.85 to 2.9

[In the Maine Woods. 1939?]
THE NINTH APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
The successive issues of IN THE MAINE WOODS have served the purpose of calling attention
to Maine's woods and waters. It will be of interest to our readers to know of a source for more
detailed data than can be presented in this magazine.
For almost from the beginning of the time Maine has been a state, people have come from
beyond her borders to hunt, to fish, or to use her rivers. Now many are coming to tramp the
woods, with no object in view except to see the country.
A recognition of the part that Maine's unusual resources play in the program of outdoor groups is
shown by the fact that the Ninth Appalachian Trail Conference is being held August 18th and
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19th, at York's Twin Pine Camps on Daicey Pond, "in the shadow of Katahdin", as the
announcements state.
The Appalachian Trail Conference is a federation of outing clubs and individuals sponsoring The
Appalachian Trail, the 2050-mile footpath extending from Katahdin south to Mt. Oglethorpe in
Georgia. Its members are drawn from the entire Atlantic Coast.
Following the Conference, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, in conjunction with Conference
officials, have planned for delegates and members a week of one and two day hikes in the
Katahdin country, followed by a ten-day trip on The Appalachian Trail south to Blanchard.
It is to The Appalachian Trail Conference that frequenters of the Maine woods are indebted for
the most comprehensive guidebook and accurate maps of the region, the third edition of GUIDE
TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. {[Footnote:] GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE. (Pub. No. 4) 395 pp. 10 maps (2 two-color contour), 3rd ed. $1.50} The 92
pages devoted to the Katahdin area give the most complete yet compact account of the mountain,
the trails and the surrounding country that has ever appeared. A large-scale map of the area and a
small sketch map of the trails alone are included. The generalized as well as detailed description
of the 266 miles of the route of The Appalachian Trail southwest to the New Hampshire line
covers a large and interesting portion of central Maine. The chapters on the country, the Trail and
its geology, are unusually readable.
The ten maps in the GUIDE are of special value as they were planned for the use of those afoot.
Hunters, fishermen, and others who travel these wild lands will appreciate having recent and
accurate maps available.
Prosaic but important information is given about sporting camps, public campsites, permits, and
how to reach by train or motor each point of departure for the woods; in fact nothing is omitted
that is needed in planning a trip to this region.
The Appalachian Trail Conference also prepared and with the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad
issued THE SILVER AISLE, an illustrated booklet of 32 pages, describing in general terms the
266 miles of Appalachian Trail and showing scenes along the way. Copies may be obtained from
the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Me.
Another contribution by The Appalachian Trail Conference has been the publication of AN
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF KATAHDIN {[Footnote:] AN ANNOTATED
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF KATAHDIN. (Pub. No. 6) By Edward S.C. Smith and Myron H. Avery.
78 pp. (and 4 p. supp.) $1.00. Both of the above are obtainable from The Appalachian Trail
Conference, 90I Union Trust Bldg., Washington, D.C.} The array of titles of writings on
Katahdin is almost unbelievable; it requires 82 pages to list them. More has been written about it
than about any other mountain in the United States.
Through its Washington office, The Appalachian Trail Conference coordinates the work of the
clubs and individuals maintaining The Appalachian Trail. Through the books mentioned, and by
means of many articles and illustrated talks on the Trail in Maine and on the Katahdin country, it
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has done much to arouse interest in the great natural resources of Maine. As a result, every year
an increasing number are tramping the Trail or exploring the country around Katahdin.
Maine welcomes to her woods and waters The Ninth Appalachian Trail Conference.
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
CONSTITUTION [1939]
I.
The name of this organization shall be The Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
II.
Purpose
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote the construction and maintenance, in the
State of Maine, of a section of The Appalachian Trail extending from Katahdin to the MaineNew Hampshire boundary, to be supplemented by side trails and a system of camps at proper
intervals, so as to render accessible for tramping the wilderness region of Maine through which
the Trail route passes.
III.
Officers
The officers of this Club shall consist of a President, an indefinite number of Honorary VicePresidents, a Secretary, Treasurer, and an Overseer of Trails, and an Executive Committee of
five in addition to the other named officers. The President, Secretary and Treasurer shall perform
the duties usually pertaining to such offices. The matter of the location of the Trail, its route and
policies in connection therewith, shall be under the direct supervision of the Overseer of Trails.
IV.
Membership
The sole qualification for membership in The Maine Appalachian Trail Club shall consist in
having rendered assistance of an outstanding character to the work on the Trail in Maine. There
shall be no dues assessed any member. Members shall be elected by vote of a majority of the
officers (excluding the Honorary Vice-Presidents) and Executive Committee, three of whom
shall constitute a quorum.
V.
Meetings
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The meetings may be held at such times and places as may be called by the President, and, in the
discretion of the President, matters may be submitted to members of the Club for voting by mail.
1939 Fragment of list
1029 – Keep Path (Appalachia); Sketch Map.
1021 - Sunset at Katahdin (Church painting owned by Mrs. Slade);
Sketch of Chimney Pond in Scribner’s Magazine
1022 - Fifteen copies of Negatives made by E. L. Crandall:
A – Boarstone.
B - Hikers of 1899 - Witherle Lumber Camp on Abol.
C - Knife-Edge, Great Basin Panorama (Smith).
D – Chairback Mtn. Panorama (Smith).
E – Ripogenus Dam
F - Wassataquoik Lake and Turner Mtn.
G - Baker and Elephant Mtns.
H - Upper South Branch Pond from North End (Smith).
I - Great Basin--Chimney Pond (1900; Dr. Rogers)
J – Franconia Range
K - Aerial Photos (2 White Mtns; 3 Great Smokies)
L - White Cap Range from Chadwick’s Camps.
M - Katahdln from Katahdin Lake (Samuel Merrill; used in First
to third editions, inclusive, of A.T.C. Publication No. 5).
N – Hunt Farm at East Branch, 1873 (Photo by F. H. Hardy; shows
Prof. Lamson Scribner near big elm).
0 – Hunt Trail above boulders.
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1939. [Illegible page. List of Class “D” members]
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